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FOREWORD

This Magazine does not publish

contraceptive mfarmation

It 1s 1llegal, mn this country, to give

such information

The objest ot thi- Review 1s to show
why this laa .~ ol solete, pernicious,
and ijurions to the individual, the

communtly and the race
The law must be changed

""¢ad the Birth Control Review and

,ou will understand why
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Editorial Comment

T IS TO BE hoped that Owen R Lovejoy’s report on the
Legislative Prolubition of Employment for Children, and

the necessity, m this connection, of a better school system,
will be seen by every citizen of this country A summary
of his paper read before the Children’s Bureau in Washimngton
15 given 1n this 1ssue Mr Lovejoy msists first of all upon a
careful consideration of the mdividual—the individual child
be 1t noted, as well as the individual of mature years Proper
attention, he also shows, cannot be given to the child so long
as excessive mdustrial burdens are laid on the shoulders of
half starved mothers

The mothers, of course, will be half starved and overworked
50 long as they are doomed to breed 1gnorantly more children
than can be decently fed and cared for on the wage earned
by the fathers How long this will be depends upon the
spread of scientific knowledge A step in the right direc
tion has certainly been taken by the commuttee of the same
bureau, which reports on the mimmum standard of educa
uon and protection for adolescent children This includes
a knowledge of sex hygiene and reproduction  The next step,
let us hope, will be a knowledge of eugemes and the proper
limitation of famulies

The report of the Ohio State Institutions, the introduction
to which we have reprinted, will show the necessity for this
further step One of our States at least has awakened to a
realization of the folly of ignorance, and the expense of 1t
as well Taken merely from the pomnt of view of the tax
payers, this report shows the ternific burden to the commumty
of reckless breeding The unfit reproduce themselves with
an appalling rapadaty

Of course, birth control 1s not specifically mentioned
these official reports, nor was it m Miss Lathrop’s paper on
Income and Infant Mortality, which was summarized m the
November number of this REview And yet, what funda
mental change m the sad condition of things can be produced
without 3t A mummum wage standard will do no good iof
the family to be supported by 1t cannot be regulated

That seems obvious enough The State mstitutions will
always be filled with the unfit, if breeding goes on to the point
of physically exhausting the mother, and exceeds the financial
ability of the father to provide for his offspring

The circle 1s a vicious one, and a widespread scientific
knowledge of birth control seems the only solution

When ignorance 1s no longer a fetish, the people wall take
the responsibility of producing a better race nto thewr own

hands They know that the knowledge can be had, and that
1t concerns them, and they will get 1t because they are entitled
to 1t

An nstitution 1s the result of an ideal, not an 1deal of an
mstitution  If the 1deal of the people 1s a better race, the
laws of the State which prevent the attamnment of that ideal
must be altered to conform to the new conceptions of what
the people who make the laws think best for themselves

Many of the well to do women to whom we have spoken
on the necessity of birth control infermation as a health
measure say, “But any doctor will tell you what to do if chald
bearing 1s dangerous for you or if you cannot bear a healthy
child Why make such a disturbance about a matter that
regulates 1tself?”

That 1s just our contention The rich or well to do can
and do get the information  The poor, who need 1t most and
whose 1ll born children become a nuwsance or a menace to
the community, cannot get it  The certified report of a
physician and a witness who made the rounds of the city hos
prtals with a view to having such mnformation given to a badly
diseased patient proves that We especially commend this
report to the attention of our readers After reading 1, let
them ask themselves the question What can be done, what
can I do to remedy so cruel and stupid a state of affairs?

Making People Think

THE MARKED SUCCESS of Margaret Sanger’s visit to
Elizabeth City, N C, 1s attributed by her largely to the
efforts of W O Saunders, editor of the Independent Mr
Saunders, too, 15 a human being with a mission  His medium
15 a newspaper and the pubhec platform He, himself, speaks
through his newspaper, he brings lecturers on wital subjects
to his home town to do the speaking from the platform
Because Mr Saunders has been mstrumental in benefit
ting his commumty by assisting Margaret Sanger to introduce
the birth control movement there, the readers of TuE BIRTH
CoxtroL REviEw will be mterested m knowing what manner
of man he s  The best indication 1s a recent editorial which
Mr Saunders published mn his newspaper The following
excerpts are reprinted here in the hope that they may mspire
other editors to follow the example of this high minded cru
sader of North Carolina
“We grow only as we Jearn We can learn only through
the assimilation of ideas Isolated people are, generally,
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ignorant people To know thmgs we must learn through
contact with teachers These teachers may be newspapers,
books, movies, hillboards, phonographs, or public speakers
Public speakers are, I think, the greatest teachers Maybe
moving pictures are greater teachers  But thus I know most
people’s ears are better than their brains

“] am an educator, a teacher I have the greatest audience
ever accorded any man who has hived m your mudst I talk
to probably 20,000 men, women and children thru the
columns of my newspaper every week A hundred thousand
persons, first and last, get my viewpomnt i the course of
a year

“And yet I have discovered that a good talker on a plat
form may make a bigger dent in the cramums of the publc
in a sixty minute speech than a writer can make i many
weeks of editoriahzing

“I love this town and the people m 1t, and I desire to help
make this a town of interesting people  If I had the money
of some of our wealthy citizens, I would build n this town
an auditorrum that would seat 2,000 people 1 would put
a mighty pipe organ i that auditorium and hire a talented
organist fo give concerts two or three times a week And
I would make a present of that auditorium to the people I
would bring to that auditorium the greatest public speakers,
the greatest preachers, the greatest orators, the greatest teach
ers, and the greatest thinkers 1n America 1 would do that
I would bring to this town every week some worth while man
or woman with a message I would bring education, inspira
tion, and uphit to every human being m this town, and get
my reward by seemng this town grow mto a commumty of
enlightened, free thinking, beautiful souls

“But I can’t do just all I would like to do for you I have
found, however, that I can do this I can bring interesting
men and women to Elizabeth City from time to time and give
you an opportunity to hear them. And this I hope to do ”

Would Not Grudge Three Cents

AT THE MEETING at the Greenwich House, Mrs Simkovitch
asked Dr Dublin what he would do to take care of women
who were wiliing to have children  He looked a httle both
ered, explamned that we could not help them financially or
anything like that, gazed at us a moment and then (in a sud
den confidential Iittle burst to the audience) Well, he had
never really felt, you know, that the three cents spent mn this
war for the hittle distinguished service medal had been wasted
He had not, indeed
Now, this shows how much better 1t 1s to send a man
out on the job of urging women to have children
A mere woman, a mother herself maybe, would have just
said something heavy about a healthy child with a chance
to grow up mto a good man or woman being the greatest
reward possthle Such a woman would very possibly have
maundered on into the admssion that a defective baby or
one that 1s going to be starved to death 1n its first few years
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18 a heavy pumshment It takes Dr Dublin to think up a

three-cent medal

Social Hypocrcy

MONSIEUR FERNAND MOREL, writing to G Hardy, of
Le Neo Malthusien, says i part

“I recognize the utility of your pubhcation, and even 1its
necessity, but 1 deplore it I deplore the fact that 1 should
be necessary to proclaim truths of so absolutely primitive a
nature, 1t 15 as 1f 1t were necessary to publish a magazine which
would say to people Dont eat except when you are hungry,
or, better, accustom yourself to eat at regular hours, don’t over
eat, don’t sleep except when you are sleepy, or, even, don’t
fall from a fifth story window, 1t will hurt you

“I deplore, above all, the hypocrisy which regulates our
society, and the duplicity which enables crowds of the ewil
minded to overwhelm with mud and stones those who have
the courage to say or do the things which no one after sane
reflection would dare sincerely to disapprove of m his own
Ife”

M Morel then goes on to say that he believes i contraceptive
methods and considers almost anything less cruel than abandon
ing one’s child to public charity, and he eoncludes

“But I consider that the fact of having brought a child mto
the world, of having voluntanily made him take the first steps
m hife, confers upon the author of his bemg, not rights but
obligations, an 1mmense debt to the creature for whom such
a responsibility has been accepted, and I would be merciless
toward the parents who neglected their parental duties, the only
sacred duty that there 1s i this matter of procreation ™
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The Investigation of the Hospitals

By Mary Halton, M D

RECENT OPINION GIVEN by a judge 1n the New York
State Court of Appeals states that a doctor may give a
patient contraceptive information 1 order to prevent disease
This epimon, 1if 1t stands, 15 directly contrary to and should
set aside the law as 1t 15 written on our statute books, which
makes the giving of such information by a doctor a crime
In order to test the working of the present law m 1ts relation
to poor women unprotected by the secrecy of the doctor’s pr1
vate office, a survey was made of the hospitals of New York
and to find out what could be done for a poor woman m such
condition of health that pregnancy would mean death to her
A commuttee, of which Dr Mary Halton was chairman, was
orgamzed by the New York Women’s Publishing Company,
and a survey made of the hospitals

The following 1s the report of that commuttee

Statement

THE COMMITTEE VISITED every hospital in New York
City, Manhattan Borough, 1n which women are treated

as patients

Eye and ear hospitals, hospitals mm which children omly
are treated and other such special hospatals were not included
1n the survey

In each instance the medical superintendent of the hospital
was nterviewed and asked to answer for the hospital In
a few instances m which the superintendent was either un
willing to answer or felt that he had not sufficient authority
to answer, the president of the medical board was interviewed
and gave the answer

The following question was asked of each hospital

“We have come to you to ash for birth control mforma
tion for some patients if you can give 1t to them

We know that these patients can be legally aborted if they
become pregnant, as they are suffering from advanced disease
which would mean death to them if they attempied to give
birth to a child

But therapeutic abortion m our cases would be msufficient
to save life  Our patients are so advanced m kidney disease
or m tuberculosis, that merely the mcidence of pregnancy
would mean a fatal termination of therr lives Can you,
therefore, 1n order to save these women, imstruct them
methods of contraception 1n order that they may live if they
continue a normal wife’s relation to her husband?”

Each hospital in New York refused to allow the patients
to come, and each hospital said that under the present law
1t could not give such information to any such patients

Some supermtendents went on to explamn that if the hos
pital acceded to our request, its charter could be revoked

and the doctor who gave the information would be subject
to arrest.

All hospitals declared this mformation could not be given
by the hospital either 1n the clinics or 1n the hospital itself
in any official way Some kindly supermtendents suggested
that we might go privately to some of the doctors of the hos
pital staff, and that on account of the urgency of the cases,
they might be willng to break the law in their private offices

Many supenintendents expressed themselves as willing to
sign a petition for a change in the present law, since 1t can
put such hardship on sick women

Some kindly supermtendents suggested that we mght go
privately to some of the doctors of the hospital staff, and that
on account of the urgency of the cases, they might be willing
to break the law 1n their private offices

The following hospitals were nterviewed

Bellevue and allied city hospitals, which includes Gouver
neur Hospatal and Harlem Hospital

Harlem Hospital

Neurological Hospital

I'rench Hospital

German Hospital, now Hahneman Hospital

Flower Hospital

Itahlan Hospital

Jewish Maternity

Knickerbocker Hospatal

Lying In Hospatal

Manhattan Maternity Hospital

Misericordia Hospital

Mount Simai Hospital

New York Hospatal

New York Medical College and Hospital for Women,
now called Commumty Hospital

New York Nursery and Child’s Hospital

People’s Hospital

Post Graduate Medical School and Hospatal

Presbyterian Hospital

The Park Hospital (formerly Red Cross Hospital)

Roosevelt Hospital and Vanderhilt Clime

St Aon’s Maternity Hospital

St Ehzabeth Hospital

St Luke’s Hospatal

St Mark’s Hospital

St Vinecent’s Hospital

Sloane Hospital for Women

Sydenham Hospital

Women’s Hospital
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Is Birth Control A Constitutional Right?

HE QUESTION WHETHER Birth Control 1s woman’s
constitutional right 1s sull unanswered For the first
time in the history of the Umted States that question was rais
ed on October 12, when the case of Margaret Sanger came up
in the Federal Supreme Court The case was disrmssed without
an opinion because the court held that 1t had no jurisdiction
So this question, the most momentous for women that ever
arose 1n the Supreme Court of the United States, went unde
cided
Regardless of this fact, the same principle which caused the
case of Margaret Sanger to be appealed to the highest court
of the land, although she had long since served the sentence
imposed, still lives Whether the constitution of the United
States protects a woman’s right to the control of her own body
and the mother function or does not protect her, she has that
right inherent 1n her own nature  The Birth Control move
ment, growing by leaps and bounds, will fight for that natural
right with ncreasing vigor and courage

THE QUESTION at 1ssue was not whether Margaret Sanger
should go to jail She was arrested October 26, 1916

for her part in operating a clinic 1n Brownswille, 2 district 1n
Brooklyn, to which clinic overburdened mothers flocked She
was sentenced to thirty days in jail and served her sentence
The case was appealed upon principle Involved 1n 1t was the
most sacred right of American womanhood,—the right of keep
mg within 1ts control the funchon of reproduction At great
expense and with infinite pans the case was prepared for ap
peal and fought through the New York Court of Appeals and
to the highest court in the United States The legal controversy
has attracted wide attention Even those who are ordinarily
indifferent to the rights of women have taken notice of the
serious import of the case A Boston newspaper, for instance,
called the attention of its readers to the fact that 1t 1s the most
mmportant case since the Dred Scott decision which was largely
responsible for the Civil War

But bloody as was that struggle, important as 1t was to the
millions of negroes who were freed, vital as 1t was 1n deciding
the destiny of the United States, 1t was still less important than
the Sanger case The Dred Scott case meant the freedom
from chattel slavery of a few million of oppressed human be
ings If the supreme court had held that the Fourteenth amend
ment to the constitution was violated by the so-called “obscen
1ty laws,” it would have almost directly opened the door of free
dom to many milhions of American mothers, and 1n a smgle
generation would have raised the physical, moral and mental
standard of the American people

The Fourteenth Amendment provides “nor shall any state
deprive any person of life, hiberty or property without due
process of law”

TTORNEY GOLDSTEIN IN presenting his argument
showed the court that the present “obscemty” laws pro
hibiting the communication of nformation concerning con

traceptives make motherhood compulsory to married women
He further showed that certain diseases are rendered fatal
by pregnancy, and that thus the statute operates to condemn
to death, without due process of law, married women suffer
mg from such diseases

That the statute also has the effect of forbidding marrage
to men and women not sufficiently well to do to support large
families, while 1t viclates the right of the child to be born
of that “emphatically purposeful parentage” which 1s neces
sary if the culd 1s to be “the perfect result of the creative
impulse

“The man and woman,” asserted the attorney, “have as
much natueral right to say how many children they shall bring
mto the world and when as to say when and why they shall
marry Reproduction cannot be enforced haphazard
as if men and women were convicts and parenthood the pen
alty of a crime, without vitiating the entire race ”

OTHER POINTS RAISED m this epoch making argument
included these Prevention of conception 1s not obscene,

and the subject of 1its very nature has no place mn the “ob
scenty laws ™

The law 1s unconstitutional and void because the prohib
tion 1t mvolves 1s not 1 any way related to the public health,
morals, or welfare, and because the statute fails to promote
either of the three

The law 1s unconstitutional because 1t lacks “regulation”
provisions—it prohibits physicians from giving information
upon contracephves even when pregnancy would be danger
ous or fatal to the health of the patient

THE PROSECUTION RESORTED to techmicahties, but

raised two pomts which are a reproof to the spirit of
American womanhood It pointed out that these laws have
been on the statute books 1n some form or another since
1868, and have now for the first time been challenged before
the Supreme Court of the Umited States It also cited the
shameful fact that in states where women have the vote, these
statutes still remain upon the books

MARGARET SANGER HAS done her part Regardless
of the fact that she served her sentence, and that her
personal sacrifice, so far as this case 1s concerned, had been
completed, she forced the case into the Supreme Court of
the United States—and that at the earliest possible moment
But what 15 to be said of those who have let these infamous,
oppressive statutes, violating the legal as well as the natural
rights of women ,remain undisturbed all these years? What
1s to be said of those women, who, having claimed the ballot,
have failed to use 1t to wipe from the books of their states
the laws which most invade their basic rights®
American women will not be free until they themselves
win their freedom  They will not attain the right to control
their own bodies unt1l they have forced a recogmition of that
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right

The case has been fought through in behalf of American
womanhood If a favorable opinion had been handed down,
and the “obscenity laws” wiped out, hirth contre! mmforma
tion would have been within the reach of American women
without violation of these laws, which, infamous as they are,
are still laws and a powerful menace

7

THIS WORK HAS been done at great expense, such as all

like cases entall Those expenses are still to be met,
and they must be met by contribution Everyone who realizes
the 1mportance of this case, which to women 1s the most 1m
portant one which the Supreme Court has ever considered,
should send a contribution toward the expense to Margaret
Sanger, 104 Fifth Avenue, New York City

Breaking Into the South—A Contrast

By Margaret Sanger

HE FIRST public lecture on birth control in the Scuth
developed into a series of addresses within twenty four
hours, and was 1n every way a gratifying surprise to me I
had the feeling that 1t would be hard to break the 1ce for the
birth control movement in a city in which not even a suffra
gist had dehvered a public lecture To my delight, however,
I found that people, both white and black, 1n Elizabeth Caty,
N C, were so eager to know about birth conirol that every
possible moment of my time was given to speaking
The first lecture, which was the only one I expected to
deliver in Ehzabeth City, was arranged by Mr W O Saun-
ders, editor of The Independent It was delivered m a theatre
Sunday afternoon, November 2nd Women 1 the audience
requested an address for women only, and this was given
immediately following the general lecture  These meetings
were attended by white women of all classes and conditions,
some of them being farmer’s wives—mothers of five, six or
more children—some of whom drove fifteen or sixteen mules
to hear about birth control
After the lecture, a number of elderly women lingered to
ask further questtons and to express their apprectation of
the movement They were singularly unanimous n their ex
pressions  “The message comes too late for me,” was the tenor
of therr words, “but thank God 1t comes 1n time to save my
daughters from what I have undergone ™
A committee of negro women urged a public address for
negroes mn a negro church for the same evemng This was
delivered and was followed the next day by a short talk on
“Education” at the negro normal school, and 1n the after
noon a lecture for negro women only on methods of birth
control
Meanwhile, women who came from near and far were gath
erng at the hotel where [ stopped  Among these were a num
ber of social workers and public spinted citizens, who asked
help 1n establishing & chinic for the mill workers A tempo
rary committee was formed, and 1s gomng ahead with the
work of bringing fundamental, practical help to those women
who work 1 the mills
All this happened between noon on Sunday and three
o’clock Monday afternoon
Never have I met with more sympathy, more serious atten
tion, more complete understanding than in my addresses to
the white and black people of this Southern mill town Each
element 1n the audience seemed to look at the question from

1ts own standpomnt  All n all, these audiences were a strik
g demonstration of birth control’s universal message of free
dom and betterment

Among the white people, the argument which appealed most
strongly was that of fammly betterment and increased happi-
ness m the home, where the size of the fammly can be kept
down to a pomnt in which the father’s earnings and the mother’s
attention are adequate for the care of children That burth
control results in longer hife among women and decreases
the mortality among mfants and children of tender years ap
pealed to representatives of insurance compames, who made
1t plain that they had got the point Even a mll owner,
who 15 perhaps the most powerful citizen of Elizabeth City,
was open minded enough to recognize that birth control,
bettering the condition of the workers in his mulls, would tend
to increased efficiency

That the wives of farmers and of other workers recognized
the Liberty, the mental, physical and spiritual advantages
that come with birth contrel was made plain by their atten
tion, by their questions, and by their expressions of apprecia
tion They need 1t most, and doubtless 1t was they who best
understood

If Ehzabeth City 15 an mdex of the South, 1t 15 ready, wait
ing, erying for the message of birth control

It 1s with somewhat similar pleasure I look back upon a
lecture given October 28th before members of the League for
Women Voters m New York City It was an interesting audi
ence These were workers—active business women, some
in clerical positions, some of them professional women, some
of them housewives They were mostly women who have
grappled with practical problems and who have been tasting
the first frunts of an expanding freedom  Their attitude was
one of intelligent reasomng—they wanted the message, they
wished to weigh 1t and decide for themselves whether to apply
it There was in this audience but one objector—a mother
of four children, who said she wished she had four more
The rest of the audience jomed in the hope that since she
destred them, she might have them

In unhappy contrast to these meetings was the Conference
of Social Hygiene, a division of The League for Women
Voters, at which I was one of the speakers This was held
at the Park Avenue Hotel, New York, October 20th At once
one could feel host:lity m this audience, composed almost
entirely of women physicians One wondered whence such
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antagonism could come, but when the lecture was over and
questions and discussion began, one was not left long in the
dark
themselves—the people whom one would least expect to have
that attitude  Yet there 1t was

One physician rejected birth control because she believed I
She did not believe that 1t can

accomplish as much for women as I believe 1t can—therefore

The antagomism was among the women physicians

claimed too much for it

she dismissed the whole subject!

Another objected to birth control, saying that when a
woman’s children are arnving so rapidly as to make her lot
unendurable, she should leave her husband Asked what a
woman living mn the slums, and having four or five children
barely supported by her own earnings and those of her hus
band should do with the children, this physician blandly
disrmssed the whole matter by saymg she should take them
with her This from a woman physician whose practice 1s,
presumably, largely among the poor!

A third woman physician objected to any discussion of the
subject, saying that 1t was “nasty” It 1s hardly to be sup
posed, however, that this physician refuses either to give her
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Dr Mary Halton
quickly settled this pont by her positive assertion of the
Her
defense of birth control was clear, strong, and illuminating

services or accept fees 1n maternity cases
beauty and cleanliness of all that relates to the sex hfe

But let us not deceive ourselves as to the general attitude
of either women or men who are attached strongly to wstitu
tions—whether these mstitutions be professional organizations
or something else stmlar m spirit  Usually their egos have
become attached to these mstitutions—they have bult up the
old orgamzations—upon those orgamzations they depend
Subcon-

sciously these well meaming people know that their mstitutions

largely for their standing and personal success

are going to tumble into disuse before the wigorous, funda
mental remedies which we propose to apply The women
physicians who follow the old manner of thmking subcon
sciously know and fear the effect of birth control, which will
largely dispense with their services as they are now rendered
These will never take the imtiative 1n freemng the world from
its chamns  They love their institutions, their prejudices, their

own chans, better than they love humamty and the truth

Standard for Adolescents

THE STANDARD FOR the mmmum public protection of
adolescent children was submutted by the commttee ap
pomnted by the Washmngton Conference of the Chldren’s
Bureau
The commttee was composed of the following members
Dr Charles V Chapin, Charrmanr, Superintendent of
Health, Providence, Rhode Island
Dr Ellen Stone, Superintendent of Child Hygiene, Health
Department, Providence, Rhode Island
Dr George P Barth, Director, School Hygiene Bureau,
Milwaukee, Wisconsmn
Dr H L K. Shaw, Division of Child Hygene, State
Board of Health, New York
Dr Wilham R P Emerson, Boston, Massachusetts
Dr Dorothy Reed Mendenhall, Children’s Bureau
The many interesting features of this standard show an
utterly new mterest in the care of the child from the pomt
The fact
that a knowledge of sex hygiene and reproduction 1s included

of view of his social needs as t future citizen

as a necessary part of his education 1s an encouraging sign
of the growth of the belief that an ounce of prevention 1s
worth a pound of cure

Muumum Standard for the Public Protection of the Health
of Chuldren and Mothers, proposed by The Children’s Bureau
of the United States Department of Labor

ADOLESCENT CHILDREN

1 Complete standardized basic physical examinations by
physician, including weight and height, at least once a year,
and recommendation for necessary treatment to be given at
children’s health center or school

2 Chnics for treatment of defect and disease

3 Supervision and instruction te msure

(a) Ample diet, with special attention to growth
producing foods

(b)
(c)
(d)
(c)
4 Full ime education compulsory to at least sixteen years

of age, adapted to meet the needs and mterests of the adolescent
mind, with vocational gmdance and trainng

Sufficient sleep and rest and fresh air
Adequate and sumtable clothing

Proper exercise for physical development
Knowledge of sex hygiene and reproduction

5 Clean, ample recreational opportunities to meet social
needs

6 Legal protection from exploitation, vice, drug habits,
etc
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Light Ahead

By Frances Maule Bjérkman

EGINNING last Jure with the formal request on the part

of a group of members of the Conference of Social

Workers that birth control be placed on their official program

for next year, we have had steadily accumulating evidence

that the subject of family Limitation has been recogmized by

the organized forces working for social betterment as an essen
tial part of thewr scheme

So far this recognition has found expression merely n
papers and discussions  But there 1s every reason to believe
that these will be followed in time by action gradually lead
mg to the adoption of the subject as one of the planks
theiwr platforms

Within the last month, hearings on birth control have been
held before three of the most powerful and widespread of
the orgamzations working for Social Hygiene—that 1s, the
Amenican Social Hygiene Assocation, the Social Morality
Association of the Young Women’s Chrishan Association
{through the International Conference of Women Physicians),
and the Social Hygiene Commttee of the League of Women
Voters.

Although Dr Lewis Dublin, statishcian of the Metropoh
tan Life Insurance Co, who was selected to lead the barth
control discussion which took place during the sixth annual
meeting of the American Hygiene Association m October,
was quite evidently on the negative side, this fact did not
seem m the least to prcjudice the large audience that had
gathered to hear him

Dr Dublin stated that while he did not quarrel with the
effort to secure the repeal of the exising prolibitory laws
regarding birth control, he did deplore what he called “The
Propaganda”—from which one mferred that he was under
the mnpression that there existed some orgamized effort to
keep down the population

T THE CONCLUSION of Dr Dublin’s address, the burth
control advocates were given thexr opportumty to chal
lenge him, and the applause with which therr remarks were
greeted seemed clearly to indicate that the majority in the aud:
ence was on their side. One pointed out that the only organized
propaganda was that directed towards the repeal of the pro
hibitory laws on birth control mmformation, that the purpose
back of this effort was not so much a limitation of the num
ber of cluldren to 2 family as a prudent “spacmg” of the
children 1n such a way as ta give each child the maximum
opportumty and to safeguard the mother against exhaustion
She called attention to the fact that from the point of view
of evolution 1t was in the order of nature for a developed
humanity to prodece fewer but better children, and she
showed by examples drawn from hiology that as life ascends
from lower to higher forms, fewer young are born but more
survive

Mrs Maxwell Hyde brought forth an enthusiastic round

of applause by askmg Dr Dublin how “the family of four™

which he repeatedly mentioned as 1deal, and even necessary
to racial survival, could be attained by the average married
couple without the a:xd of birth control Dr Dublin admutted
that this was a difficult question, n fact, did not attempt to
answer 1t, but dodged with the exhortation, “Let the people
have therr four children first” Another speaker asked Dr
Dublin how he could reconcile his demand that the duty of
each marned couple was to make the best possible contribu
tion to the race with the fact that the only contribution that
many thousands could make was a syphibitic, an idiwotic, 1n
sane or crimmal child, or a child cursed with all sorts of
ant1 social tendencies, as long as the law prolub ted the giving
of information on birth control To this Dr Dublin replied
only that he was entirely in sympathy with the effort to change
the laws
STILL ANOTHER SPEAKER pomted out that withholdmng
mformation on the subject of birth control by means of re

stricive laws was not meeting the population situation, so deep
ly deplored by Dr Dublin namely, that the most intelligent
classes were not replacing themselves, while the 1gnorant and
unfit were multiplying themselves many times She called
attention to the fact that, despite the laws, the mtelligent
classes did possess this mformahion, whereas the ignorant
and the unfit were really the only one who were entirely unable
to get it. Would not this condition be amehorated rather,
she asked, by throwmg open scientific and reliable birth con
trol mformation to the poorer classes, notably through the
establishment of clinics where the best possible advice would
be given free of charge

During the six weeks’ session of the International Confer
ence of Women Physicians the subject of birth control was
constantly before the delegates 1n one connection or inother—
as would seem inevitable m a group of medical women gath-
ered together to consider the purpose announced m the banner
strung across the platform, “Health for the Womanhool of
the World ”
ON OCTOBER 13TH, the subject was officially on the pro

gram m a paper by Dr Ada Potter, of Holland It was

rather unfortunate, despite the fact that Dr Potter was the only
delegate from that country, that she was the person selected to
lead the discussion on birth control Dr Potter, it appeared,
18 a neurologist and psychiatnist, and as such has devoted her
self exclusively to her own Iine. She admitted frankly that
she knew exiremely liile about the government approved birth
control chmics of Holland, and while her paper took for
granted the use of contraceptics as a fundamental necessity
for the safeguarding of women’s health, she devoted her
remarks chiefily to z plea for a greater measure of medical
supervision m their use, and a stncter regulation of their
sale.

The atntude of all the foreign doctors to whom I talked
was characterized by this same taking of contraception tor
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granted All said quite openly that they gave the best n
formation they had whenever they were asked for it, but all
agreed that this information was madequate and unsatisfac
tory and that a great deal of laboratory research and climeal
expermment was desirable Most of them were rather hor
rified to learn that the giving of this information on the part
of physic ans was 1llegal n free America

Within the month the League of Women Voters has twice
given an opportunity for its members to histen to the claims
of Birth Control, once at an open meeting at the League head
quarters mm New York City and once at a conference of the
Social Hygiene Committee of the League

At the open meeting, which took place on October 28th,
Mrs Sanger was the speaker  About a hundred women were
present, and the discussion that followed Mrs Sanger’s address
indicated that practically all were heartily i favor of the
openmg up of the utmost facilities for promoting knowledge
i the use of contraceptives At the hearing before the Social
Hygiene Commuttee, which took place on October 20th, Mrs
Sanger and Mrs Mmturn Pinchot were the speakers Dr
Valerta H Parker, of Hartford, chairman of the commuttee,
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presided, and demonstrated clearly by her opening and clos
g remarks that she herself was heartily in sympathy with
the aims cf the Birth Control Movement

The audience was made up chiefly of women doctors attend
u g the International Conference of Women Physicians, and
a number of them were also the state chairmen of the Social
Hygiene Commuttee of the League of Women Voters m their
respective states—which fact gave to the conference an 1m
portance greatly disproportionate to its size

The discussion brought out no serious comment that was
not entirely favorable Among those contributing to it were
Dr Edith Hale Swift of Boston, Dr Mabel Ulrich of Mn
neapolis, Dr Rachel Yarros of Chicago, and Dr Mary Hal
*on of New York

While the conference adjourned without deciding to recom
mend that birth control be placed officially among 1ts aims,
the general sentiment was that the subject was in harmony
with the purposes of the commuttee, and that, as mdividuals,
the members should work quietly until public feeling had been
brought to a pomnt where a defimte stand could be openly
taken

Future of Motherhood

W e would call the attention of Dr Dublin to the views of a practicel man who wrote for the “Lansbury Herald

RANKLY, THE FUTURE of motherhood should be causing
us the greatest concern, for a nation’s wealth lies m
motherhood Sentiment will not help us out of our difficulties,
for it must be understood that economic conditions will have
a powerful influence over motherhood
A leading femmst takes a rosy view Listen “It seems
clear that women will choose motherhood rather than any other
occupation 1f the State makes the conditions of motherhood
tolerable ” Now, it seems only reasonable that the State should
make the conditiors of motherhood tolerable  But past expen
ence does not show that the State 1s likely to do the reasonable
thing Indeed, I suggest that we may expect the State to do
the reasonable thing only when the Government has created
a Brain Department Therefore, for the moment my hopes
of State a1d are famt ones  As to the average young woman
in the city, say, “choosing motherhood rather than any other
occupation,” I have the gravest doubts
Let us take mto consideration for the moment the average
workman, whose weekly earnmgs amount to two or three pounds
a week The modern young woman has grown quite used to
earning as much as he has  She has been able to buy fairly
decent clothes, she has been able to go to a theatre or concert
when she wills  In fact, she has tasted the sweets of liberty,
and has been to a great extent free [rom financial worries  Her
ego has developed making her independent and self rehant 1
cannot 1magine the average city girl throwing up her compara
tive independence to marry the man with a small :ncome—and
they are the majority
Our modern girl may be as romantic as a Charles Garvice
herone, but she will hesitate a long time before she Jeaps into

the sea of matrimony with a three pound a week man

For keeping house and home on about three to five pounds
a week 15 no picnic, and the modern girl knows it  Romance
15 very charming, but the constant care of pounds, shillings,
and pence, the worry of making both ends meet soon knocks
the romance out of marriage, which often, under these circum
stances, degenerates into a dismal hittle tragedy

I doubt if the average girl who has been bending over ledgers
or over boxes of ribbons will be overanxious to bend over a
smelly gas stove instead  The ledgers and the ribbons finish at
five or six o’clock in the evening but the smelly gas stove goes
on forever

Let us turn now to the modern young man, I have talked
with him at home and over there He has traveled, he, too,
has known something of freedom He has no great hopes that
wages will remain at their present level  As one of them put
it to me quite recently “No, old man, I shant worry about
marriage 1 can keep myself fairly comfortably on about
three pounds a week, but I don’t feel justfied m asking a
girl to share such a small sum It would mean a slow death
to love trying to live on the money ”

A large number of our young men are thinking the same and
acting upon it They see no reason for changing their ordinary
life for the responsibilities of marrage They will tell you
that “the money won’t run to 1t ”

To put 1t briefly, I have no reason for hoping that the State
will make the condition of motherhood tolerable

War work may not make women lose their taste for mar
riage, but low wages and increased prices will certanly make
men lose theirs Harry FowLER.
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The Child in the Hands of the Law

By Ellen A Kennon

LAW IS ALWAYS AN inelastic, clumsy nstrument, dif
fieult to adjust to individual human need, likely at all
times, even under the best of circumstances, to bear hghtly on
one and heavily on another But laws framed to ameliorate
conditions that are due to a deep, underlying injustice are
bound to work out 1n strange backhanded ways
Imagme a cess pool 1n the vicinity of a great city, from
which waste matter seeps into the source of the water supply,
so that the city finds itself a hot bed for typhoid fever germs
Then suppose that the city authorities, 1gnoring the condition
at the source of the water supply, direct their whole attention
towards the most careful and scientific quarantine of all per
sons afficted with the disease, the typhoid will still continue,
and there will always be plenty of people who will have to be
quarantined Just so long as we maintam an economic system
that condemns chuldren to a life of slavery, and lays its mahg
nant hand upon them even before they have 1ssued from their
mother’s womb, and just so long as our laws make child bear
g compulsory, we shall continue to have defective children to
segregate, even though well intentioned ladies and benevolent
gentlemen spend all thexr days trying to bring order out of
chaos with an endless chain of compulsory attendance laws,
factory laws, free milk laws, tenement house laws, and what
not With one hand we rob children of the elementary human
rights, the right to be well born, the right to be wanted, the
night to play, the right to choose a vocation and prepare for
1t, and with the other hand we write laws making ehild bear
ing compulsory Workers we must have!

l'l' IS A GOOD LAW that provides that a child may not be 1ak

en out of school until he 1s fourteen years old or until he has
finished the grammar school, providing he 15 able to finish by
sixteen years And 1t 1s a good law, too, that prevents the child
from hiring hiself out during summer vacations without
having first secured working papers, but under a decent social
and economic system, one that was not based on underlying
mjustices such laws would be entirely unnecessary, and, well
meaning as they are, under our present msane system, they
often work very grave injustices to the poor, defective child
Such a child has to stay on 1n school among far younger chil
dren, although 1t 1s perfectly clear that he 1s learming hitle
except to loaf and acquire idle habits  Oftentimes he chafes
under the enforced attendance and would be glad to get out and
find work Even during the long summer vacation he must be
idle In my visits this summer I found family after family in
which there was a big boy who was 1 the class for defectives,
who was able to work and eager to work, whose financial
help was much needed by the famly, but whose hands were
tied by the law  Why did he not get working papers? This
matter of getting working papers 1s not so sumple as 1t seems
There are few of these hard working fathers and mothers who
can take time off from therr work to go i search of the much
desired papers To the man or woman of leisure or even to

the working man who has easy hours and decent conditions and
at least a practical knowledge of the language, 1t may seem a
very simple matter to meet the requirements of the law, but
to the father who leaves home, at 7 or 7 30 am, and does not
get back t1ll 5 30 or 6 p m, or to the mother who has five or
six little chuldren clinging to her skirts and who never gets out
except to market, such a matter 1s not simple
OHN FERRARI IS ONE OF these victims of a perfectly good
law He 1s a big handsome Italian boy, overdeveloped
physically, and so underdeveloped mentally that he has been
placed m the class for defectives John hikes to work and he 15
so good natured and pleasant he can get jobs As soon as school
was out this summer he had secured a job as helper m a barber
shop His employer hked him and he was earning about $12
a week, money which s famuly needed very much John was
beginning to feel that he wasn’t “dopey” after all, but that he
was of some importance in the world, he was taking genuine
pride in his work, when along came the inspector—he had to
do his duty John was under age and had no working papers,
he was forced to give up his job, and was thrown on the street
to loaf the rest of the summer As 1t happened he was the
oldest of a family of nine children of whom eight are living
The ages of the children run 13, 12, 10,9, 7,5 4, 2, 7 months
This famly hves in three rooms The father earns $35 a
week John’s twelve dollars would have been a tremendous
help to the family and the psychological effect on John him
self of holding a job would have been fine, but—there was the
law One mght draw some consolation from the assurance
that at least the labor market was bemng protected, that the gen
eral wage scale was not being reduced by cheap labor But
even this crumb of comfort we are demied In order to eke out
the family mcome of $35, John's mother “finishes skirts” at
home She gets 8 cents a piece for them, and to earn anything
worth while at these rates Stella, 12 years old, a year younger
than John (the law allows twelve year old Stella to be ex
ploited) spends her whole vacation sitting stooped over 1n a
close, hot tenement room, finshing skirts  Stella Jooks pale
and sickly and has already twice failed of promotion 1n school
And while mother and Stella sew, Iittle Concettina, ten years
old, must tend baby, wash the dishes and diapers, and do all
the other odd jobs waiting to be done 1in a family of that size
This mother 1s only 34 years old, she 1s Catholic, her mother
had 13 children, her husband’s mother had 17 It does not re
quire much mmagrnation to look ahead a few years and picture
the situation, which 1s bound to grow steadily worse But over
and above all of this 1s the fact that Mrs Ferrar: and Stella
are welding not only chains for themselves, but are helping
to fasten the chams of slavery upon the whole working class

ANCELO IS NOT YET quite 15, he 1s the oldest of a famly

that at present numbers seven children, two are dead and
there have been two miscarriages, making a total for the mother
of eleven pregnancies n fourteen years The baby 1s only four
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months old Angelo 13 subnirmal 1n mtelligence and has been
placed un the class for defectives Anna, 13 years of age, has not
been able to get beyond the fourth grade, though she should
be mn the seventh The glands of her neck are swollen, and
she has already undergone two operatons Giacomo, mne
years old, 1s shll in the second grade The rest of the chl
dren are not yet of school age. The father of this fammly 1s
a day laborer on the car tracks, earnmg $1900 a week
Though they live 1n three rooms, and the children sleep three
m a bed, still $19 a week will not feed them all, so the mother
“fimshes pants” at home at the rate of 20 cents a parr She
earns $1 20 a day, as she can finssh six a day, provided, of
course, that 14-year old Anna who has the swollen glands
takes care of the four months old baby, washes, cooks and
cleans This mother 15 35, 15 also Catholic and can still bear
five or six children, and each child that she bears will be
snaiching the food from the mouths of those already on the
scene. And all the time the wage scale that has been built up
by the class conscious worker at sueh tremendous sacrifice,
this mother with her Litle wage slaves, 1s domng her utmost
to tear down'

Mrs Mary Kolinsky 1s more intelligent than many of the
mothers I met on my rounds  She has five children, all living,
the oldest 1s 11 years, the youngest 5 months  She 1s very
ambiticus for her children, and it distresses her greatly that
John, 10 years old, 15 i the class for defectives. Her hus-
band 15 a window cleaner, earning $27 a week. At the time I
talked with her he was out on strike  Of course she could not
see her children starve, so she was making women’s underwear
at hose, mght gowns, chemnse, petticoats, for 80 cents a dozen'
She could make two dozen a day if the chaldren were well and
did not interfere Of course the burden of the hitle ones fell
on 11 year old Mary, while mother was sewing Mrs K 15
29 years old, Polish and Catholic  But she 1s too good a mother
to want more children, notwithstanding her Catholic traming
She 1s eager to know how women who have small families man
age 1-—but no one may tell her, for there 1s the law' So while
the father of .he family strikes to bring about better conditions
m one lme of work, the mother, faced by the hungry mouhs
of children she did not want to bring into the world, 1s making
all of lus effort and sacrifice purposeless, by dragging down
the wage scale 1n another hne of work.

Not all of my work this summer was with the poor mothers
of many children, and the mothers of defective chldren 1
sometimes found a mother whose children had been pronounced
ahove the average in 1ntelligence and had been placed m rap:d
advance classes These mothers had for the most part such a
passion for fine children that they had managed m some way
or other to himit the size of thewr fambies Mrs Smith was
such a mother Her husband had died two years ago leaving
her with four children She told me how narrowly she escaped
having two more mouths to feed Her husband was earming
$22 a month, they already had four children and the youngest
was only 18 months old when she found herself pregnant.
She felt hopeless, she felt desperate! She had tried to take
precautions, but the only information she had been able to get
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was faulty She had done her best, the method was not a good
one Now what was she to do? She knew 1t was unfair to
the four cluldren she had, to bring others mto the world to share
the father’s meagre wage. She set herself to her task with
energy and after much effort was put on the track of a doctor
who would perform an abortion for $30 It was very hard to
collect $30, but she knew 1t would be stll harder to pay the
expenses of confinement, and support a fifth cald. The abor-
tion was performed and 1 her womb was found not one child
but twins  Just a year later her husband died. “Thmk of ut,”
she exclaimed, as she finished her story “What in the world
could I have done with two more mouths to feed when 1t 1s so
very hard to get on with the four I have'!”

Mrs Smuth receives $52 a month from a chanty organiza-
tion for the support of her famuly of four childten Sadie, her
oldest, 1314 years old, 1s now m her second year of ligh school,
as she fimished the grades at 12 The law provides that Sadre
may be taken out of school at 14, if she has completed the
grades before that age So the organizahon that 18 allowing
Mrs. Smith $52 a month says Sadie must stop school m an
other half year and go io work. Sadic wishes to contnue
school, her mother wishes her to contnue, her teachers say
she has unusual ability, there 15 every probahlity that if al
lowed to go on with her education she will be able to con-
tribute much to society, but 1t 1s perfectly legal to take her
out, and a board of directors that has never seen Sadie cannot
be expected to see the situahon from a reasonable, human
pomn of view, so she will probably soon go to work to help
support the rest of the family, unless some kmdly disposed
person imtervenes

Not only Sadiz has been placed 1n the rapid advance classes
and has distmgmshed herself 1n her work, but the other three
children also have proved themselves of unusual abihty and
have all been allowed to skip grades Mrs Smuth who 1s an
ntelligent, thinking mother said to me m tellng her story
“If my children were slow, stupid and defective, and could
not get on m their work, they would have the privilege of stay-
ing 1 school until they were sixieen years old. But since I have
unusually quick and mtelligent children who are two years
beyond therr grade they are to be penalized for their mtell
gence by bemg forced to leave school at 14.” No wonder the
world seems a bt topsy turvy to this devoted mother, a world
m which bright hittle Sadie, eager to study, making the most
of her advantages, must leave school 10 go to work at 14, while
big, stupid, good natured John, unable to learn, 1s compelled by
law to hang on m school t1ll he 1s 16

Bees seem to bhave gleams of mtelligence that we human
bemgs lack. They have a class system—a working class and a
leisure class, the drones, but their workers are not also breed-
ers. They seem to understand that those that do the drudgery
of their world must not also have the burden of bearng the
new generation They face their rotten class system quute
frankly, and reahzmg that the bee race must be replemshed
from the best nourished stock, they practice division of labor—
one class for the drudgery—the queen bee for breeding Bru-
tal? Oh yes, but rather logical Anyway they’re not human
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Judge Neil’s Law

HEN JUDGE NEIL visited the American imshitutions

where fatherless children were bemng brought up by
the State, he used to ask a child, “Where 18 your mother?”
An outburst of grief was always the reply He went to 2
Children’s Court to see how the separation of mother and chiid
was effected The first case was that of a mother with five
children Her husband had been dead three years, and she
had tried to keep the home together by charing in the day
time and looking after the children at might Her health
gave way She could not pay the rent She came to the court
for asmistance The officials parceled out the children among
five dufferent mnstitutions She was overcome with despair
“Would 1t not be kinder,” asked Judge Neil, “to take her
behind the court house and shoot her?”

Then he asked who paid for the children’s keep  The taxes
paid ten dollars {about £2 10s in those happy days) a month
for each child “Why,” he asked, “should not the ten dollars
be paxd to the mother?” “Oh, that would be agamst the
law!” “Then,” he exclaimed, “let’s change the law!” And
to an Enghsh mind the astomshing thing 1s that he did change
it Judge Neil’s law, known as “The Mothers’ Pensions Law,”
or, more properly, “The Widows' Pensions Law,” was passed
unammously by the State Legislature of Illinois m 1911, and
has been since adopted by thirty-five States out of the forty
eight Thoeusands on thousands of children have been saved
from Institutions, and are bemng brought up by therr own
mothers  An official report from New York City says “There
has been a steady mmprovement m the homes The money
invested 1s returning interest in the way of lives made stronger,
m decided physical improvement 1n the health of both mothers
and children” The surest evidence of success s that m no
State has Judge Neil’s Law been repealed

The amount of the widow’s pension varies in different States
It seems to be assumed mn all that a widow 1s able to bring
up one child without assistance, but where there are more
children than one, she 1s allowed something between six dol
lars a month and ten The money 1s usually raised partly
from taxes and partly from rates In New York City the cost
of a chuld 1n an msttution was about £60 a year, under the
pension law it 1s about £24 The number of paid officials 1s
enormously reduced, indeed, they almost vanish The money
1s admmstered and watched either by the Children’s Courts
or the County Agent, appointed by the County Board, which
corresponds to our County Cauncil and Board of Guardians
combmed. The admimstration of the pensions cosis only 5
per cent of the expenditure The admimstration of the st
tutions cost 75 per cent, and 1t was calculated that one official
was required for every five children In most of the States
the pension 1s continued tll the child 1s fourteen In many
till sixteen, especrally if the child 1s delicate. In Nebraska
and Nevada till eighteen, the age up to which the American
Free School system 1s also continued. Unhappily, 1t 15 only
i Michigan that the unmarried mother receives a pension for

her child, and  .n 1t 15 as a “deserted mother” It 1s true
that, as a rule, the unmarried mother has not more than one
child to support

Last April our Government promised to mtroduce a Moth
ers’ Pension Bill as soon as possible, and Mr Baldwin Raper,
MP, has framed the mam clauses (1) the pensions to be
Limited to necessitous mothers with more than one child, the
father also being dead or incapacitated, (2) the amounts to
be the same as that now given to war widows, and admims
tered also by the Ministry of Pensions, and with the same
supervision, (33) the money to be provided, three quarters
from taxes and one-quarter from rates Mr Raper estimates
the total cost at about £10,000,000 a year The estimate ap
pears excessive, on Ins own showmng In a pamphlet cailed
“Making Britain Fit for Mothers,” he states that mn this coun
try we have 130,000 children under the Poor Law, and so 1f
£24 a year were allotted for each child, the total would be
£3,120,000 No doubt he makes allowance for the many neces
sitous mot! ers who have such a violent objectron to the Poor
Law that even extreme poverty cannot bring them to entrust
therr children to 1its official mercy But still we think his
esimate ligh  However high, 1t 13 merely the cost of three
or four days of our mfamous war on Russia.

So far as the law goes, not much alteration i1s wanted n
this country We suppose that ever since the Poor Law of
Elzabeth, a destitute widow may receive a pension 1n the
form of “Outdoor Rehef” Certanly by the ‘“Prohibtory
Order” of 1844 she 15 made an exception from the rule that
all rehief must be given wholly within the workhouse. The
clause making her an exception runs

“Where such person shall be a2 widow, and have a
legitimate child or legiimate children dependent
upon her, and incapable of earning his, her, or their
livehhkood, and have no illegitimate child born after
the commencement of her widowhood.”

By law, therefore, a widow with children may receive a pen-
sion m the form of QOut Relef according to the discretion
of the Board of Guardians And Boards of Guardians have
sometimes displayed their discretion by granting weekly sums
of money, usually to the amount per child of half a crown a
week before the war, but now rising with prices By a mera
ful provision recently inserted, the deserted mother was
allowed to count as & widow within the terms of this clause,
rigorous warmngs, however, bemg added agamst possible col-
luston with the husband  But n 1ssuing the hst of excep
tion, together with their Prohibitory Order in 1844, the Poor
Law Commissioners added an Instructional Letter urging the
Guardians “to exercise great circumspection i applymg the
exception of widows with children m practice” The Com
mssioners feared that weekly allowances would deter rela
tions from contributmg to support, might tend to increase
mnprovidence, and even to reduce wages Guardians have
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laid these instructions only too carefully to heart They have
added the fear that the widow mught drink the money given
i relief, or might attract the “cupboard love” of some man,
who would live at ease upon the children’s bread Accord
mgly, 1t 1s the custom to relieve the poverty siricken widow
of her children by taking them from her and sending them
to the Workhouse Schools, usually known as Barrack Schools

The children are then said to be “institutionally” dealt with,
and the expression 1s exact Of all forms of up bringing,
the nstitutron, even at its very best, 1s probably the very
worst  The complete separation of boys and girls, the herd
ng together of children n large crowds, the absence of soly
tude, change, and holidays, the wnevitable want of human
affection, the warping regulanty, the mechanmical devices,
the ignorance of common hfe—all combme mto the very
worst possible education for a child ~ After costing the coun
try about £30 a year for many years, the child emerges at
last 1 the condition thus described by one who for a long
time examined the conditions m the best of the Workhouse
Schools round London

“It was as though he were passed through each of
us scientific appliances i turn—the steam washing
machine, the centrifugal steam wringer, the hot air
drying horse, the patent mangle, the gas ovens, the

heating pipes, the spray baths, the mode! bakery, and
the central engine”

To have given that £30 a year to the boy’s mother and let
her bring him up—how sane and simple it sounds by com-
parison' In a letter upon this very subject (quoted mn the
Daily News of last Monday), Bernard Shaw, after saymng he
did not know why pensions should not be given to indusirial
widows and orphans as much as to war widows and orphans,
or why, if a man may be compelled to kiil, he should not
also be compelled to work, or why the rich man who refuses
to work 1s flattered and pampered, remarked 1n conclusion
“The longer I live, the more I am inclined to the belief that
this sphere 15 used by other planets as a lunatic asylum

We admt the difficuliies As the Poor Law Commssioners
urged, the widow’s pension might make her improvident or
entice her to take less than standard wages  As the guardians
often fear, 1t might tempt to drink or to “sexual wrregulanities
The same might be said of the pensions we grant to impov
erished Cabmet Mimisters  In all such cases we have to risk
something  'We cannot always be prying into the private con
duct of widows or mmisters, like emissaries of the Charity
Organization Society The question 1s whether we are to
attempt our remedial measures on the assumption that most
men and women are fairly decent people or on the assump
tion that they are criminally disposed and will sink 1nto crime
the moment they get the chance  Everything depends upon
that decision  In the present state of the world there 1s much
to be said for the second assumption, and the cynics are hav
mg a grand run for their money  But on the whole one may
still believe 1t safe to bmld up our public life on the con
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fidence that most people are farrly deeent, and that out of
a hundred widows probably not more than five would drink
the pension mstead of spending it on their cluldren  Or even
if the percentage were ten, the result would be worth the
nisk if only the children of the remamimg minety could be
saved from ‘Institutional Treatment” under the cruel mercies
of the State

One word more as to unmarried mothers We have seen
that Judge Neil’s Law does not touch their case, chiefly be
cause the mother as a rule has only ome child to support
Under Enghsh law an illegihmate chld 1s “filius nullus”—
nobody’s baby It 1s doubtful whether legally it even belongs
to the mother But custom, by a graceful concession, has
agreed that a child 1s the child of its mother, provided 1t s
llegitimate  Otherwise, 1t has no parent but the father The
unmarried mother 1s therefore fortunate 1o the extent that
she 15 supreme over her own child, and even legally (or at least
by custom) it 1s her own For support she has a claim on
the “putative father,” but, for one reason or another, that
claim 15 very rarely enforced It might justly be argued that,
if she cannot maintain the child, she ought to receive the same
assistance as a widow or deserted wife, so long at least as the
illegitimate famly does not increase At all events, 1t 1s
just that assistance should now be given to unmarried mothers
who have served in our various women services durmg the
war, and that it should be given on the same terms as to
war widows One remembers the hysterical excitement over
“war babies” that swept through the country at the begin
ming of the war  All that gush 1s silent now It died as
hysterical excitement always dies  But girls who were mnduced
to jon our services during the war now sit as unmarried
mothers 1n our workhouses, and theirs are  war babies,” if any
ever were —From The Nation (English)

Stole for Child Wife
Sap TaLE oF HusBAND oF FIFTEEN
AMAN NAMED Harold Robinson was yesterday acquitted

at the London Sessions on a charge of receiving four
stolen bottles of whiskey
Charles Edward Wright pleaded guilty to the theft

Appearmg for Wright, Mt G A C Keeves pleaded for
leniency The prisoner, he said, was only 15 years of age,
and was married to a girl only a year older than himself
He had got her 1nto trouble, and married her to save her honor
He stole the whiskey 1n order to obtain the necessanes of life
for his child wife

The prisoner was bound over under the Probation Act to be
on good behavior for two years

DESPERATE BECAUSE SHE was not able to bring up her

eight childven, and on the verge of giving birth to the
nminth, Mme Sadoux, cultivator, living at Alby sur Cheiau,
drowned herself —Petit Parisien, July 17th
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Should We Have Birth Control?

From the Pittsburgh Dispatch

By Mary WaRre DenNETT, Director of Voluntary Parenthood
League, 206 Broadway, New York
EGULATION OF THE family birth rate 1s a basic necessity
for the health and welfare of babies, mothers, the rest
of the fanly and for the commumty Having babies without
regard to the earnings of the parents, their health environment
or wishes, 1s as stupid, wasteful and disastrous as 1t would be
for a farmer to sow his seed indiscrimmately
It would do nmmghty hittle good to preach to a farmer about
fertihzing and cultivating a potato field after he had been un
mtelligent enought to plant his potatoes so close together that
the plants had no room to grow Likewise, 1t 15 equally futile
for chartable folks to give to tenement house mothers m
structions 1n mfant care, when they have been 1gnorant enough
to have an annual baby for several years, and the famly
earnings are not enough te give even one baby a decent chance
for Iife and health
Of the adult males in Massachusetts 35 per cent were earn
mg during “war prosperity” less than $20 a week The pro
portion n many other States 1s smmlar Can these fathers
afford unlimited families? Can the country afford to have
laws which keep them in 1gnorance as to how to regulate the
birth rate? No possible future rise 1 wages will ever give
an unhmated family adequate care
Isn’t it plan common sense to support the hill backed by
the Voluntary Parenthood League, asking Congress to remove
the penalty for circulating contraceptive knowledge?

By Dr Harvey W Wiey, M D

Director Bureau of Food Sanuation and Health, Good House
keeping, Washington, D C

HAVE VERY DECIDED views on the quesion They are
of a distinctly negative character The sole purpose that
nature has for all living beings 1s perpetuation  There 1s no
other function for which nature cares a farthing Of necessity,
any artificial hatrh control 1s to run counter to nature For
economic reasons, any campaign of this kind must, of necessity,
prove a failure
There 15 just one element of birth control which can ever
prove of much advantage, namely, subsistence If the food
supply drops, or if the effort to obtam food, that 1s, to make
a lwing, becomes more than human bemngs can accomplish,
then there will be a natural restriction in the rate of birth A
Nation that stands still 1 population 1s sumply preparmg to
go backward The means of producing food, and that means
all the necessities of Life, are constantly increasmg  Scientific
agriculture 1s showmg how, without mcreasing the area, to
increase production
Man has two hands and only one mouth The capacity of
the mouth 1s forever constant It 1s the same now as it was
10,000 years ago, and 1t will be the same 10,000 years hence

The hands are capable of almost indefinite education, and
are thus able to constantly provide a larger amount of the
necessities of life  Great men and great women do not always
come from isolated and thmly settled communmities The
struggle for existence which hard circumstances produce 1s
what brings out the truly great and remarkable i human
nature

It may be hard on the millions to prdouce one gemus, but
1t 1s nature’s way Moreover, m my opinion, the teaching of
artificaal barth control 1s highly immoral It 1s certamnly con
trary to the status of the country, and T would not advise any
propaganda which would tend to land the propagandist mn
jail 1 am, as you may gather from the foregoing, decidedly

opposed to any system of education respecting the prevention
of children

By Mrs CLARENCE RrNsHAw
BIRTH CONTROL MEANS not the limitation of offspring,
but the regulation of offspring It demands that the size
of the farmly be adapted to the family income and the health
of the parents Ii places its emphasis on quality rather than
quantity, at the same time guaranteeing that quality means
eventually the greater quantity

“Should not the size of the family be ordered by Divine Prow:
dence®” asks the dogmatic objector Since God made man m
His own image and constituted him His Vicegerent on earth,
the duty of ntelligent famly regulation necessarily devolves
upon man  Man does not hesitate to exercise his trusteeship
1 the regulation of stock and crops  Why should he hesitate
to apply his intellect to the far more important problem?

The children of overcrowded families the offspring of unfit
parents, make necessary orphan asylums, homes for teeble
minded reformatories and juvenile courts These nstitutions
require and receive tremendous State appropriations, suppose
this money could be used constructively! Probably 1t would
be sufficient to offer a college education to every young person
m our Commonwealth

When voluntary parenthood 1s universal, when every baby
15 a welcome baby, we shall have progressed a long way 1n the
science of right iving

By Joan S Sumner
Secretary New York Society for the Suppression of Vuce

SELF CONTROL IS THE only sort of control that should
be taught and taught without ceasing Every evil or ms
fortune arises either directly or mdirectly from lack of seif
control  Birth control, as distinguished from birth preventon,
will result from self-control No one, exercising self-control
will bring into the world undesired children Lack of self
control 1s the source of this inhuman evil
Character 1s bwilt by overcomming difficulties—not by resort
to easy methods Artificial methods, advocated by promoters
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of so-called “birth-control” spell birth prevention which means
destructhion of the home, the basis of social hfe  They have
been the forerunner and will always precede lack of character,
immorality, and race deterioration and destruchon  Self
control signfies a world populated by happy peoples living
in peace and comfort Lack of 1t means chaos

Children of today are crammed with superficial knowledge
but have not the mental strength of their ancestors because
“easy methods” have been mtroduced into the schools What
15 true of intellectual traming 1s true also of sexnal tramning
There 1s no royal road to anything that 1s desirable A few
Autter through a worthless Life without care and without char
acter The mullions to1l and by thewr toil serve the race and
serve themselves They toil for home and farmly—the amb
tion of every normal human bemg—what 2,000,000 of Amen
ca’s best manhood yearned for during recent months and
years of privation abroad

Convince women that 1t 1s their right to cheat in the matr1
montal partnership Convince men that 1t 1s their night to
indulge without hmit Convince both that by artificial means
all parental responsibility may be avorded—physical hfe 1n
spirttual death

By Ira S WiLg, M D
264 West Seventy third Street, New York

THE QUESTION IS mproperly stated  Birth control exists
The real question s, “Shall the facts relating to birth
control be made available to all types in the community ?”
This question mvolves voluntary parenthood, and a knowl
edge of the means whereby this may be secured and controlled
1 beheve all agitation for the reduction mn the birth rate on the
part of those unable to care for children adequately or among
those for various reasons unfit to assume the responsibiliies of
parenthood, should be accompanied by a stumulation of interest
m parenthood on the part of those able to bring up famihes
and thoroughly fitted for this function Birth release 1s as
essential for the welfare of the community as a further reduc
tion m the burth rate on the part of another section of the popu
lation
If birth control carries with 1t the 1dea of more children for
those fit for parenthood and capable of advancing the welfare
of the race, 1t menits highest approval If the movement for
birth control concerns itself, n a negative way, merely with
the prevention of conception, I believe 1ts benefits, because of
therr negative character, will not have the mest marked
effect on future generabons
The 1dea 15 not to decimate the race through non produc
tion, but to better the quality of the race through Lumited re
production on the one hand, and increased reproduction on the
other Those who now have knowledge of birth control should
not abuse thewr knowledge, while those who lack the necessary
mformation should have an opportunity to secure it
By Grace R Pace
Secretary Illinots Birth Control League
, IT IS the necessary preliminary to any scheme of social
betterment We may multiply charitable agencies of all
kinds and they may work all the tume, but so long as the
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families of the poor increase without limit 1t 15 hike brushing
back the sea with 2 broom  Families where the father’s wages
could support two children m comfort are utterly swamped
by six or exight The mother 15 overworked and cannot give
the children the physical stamina they should have nor the care
and attention which would tend to make them healthy and use
ful citizens  Thus the children, the parents and society suffer

Our country leads the world in the number of mothers who
are driven to fearful and desperate means of lumting their
famihes In Holland the Government has supported clinics
for wstructing people m contraceptive methods for the last
30 years The birth rate has declined, but so has the death
rate  Fewer children are born, but fewer die and the stan
dards of health and comfort are very luigh In England a
society exists to give this information to marned people It
1s tume the United States repealed the laws which make it a
criminal offense to send such information through the mails
and enlightened citizens realized their duty toward their less
fortunate fellows

News Notes

IN THE VILLAGE of Bois, Chataegrion, n the Commune of

Cressat, a poor girl, Denice Berger, twenty one years old,
strangled the child she had borne, and buried 1t n the garden
Her mother was accused of compheity The mfantcide was
made known and denounced by the seducer —Le Bon
homme Lumousin, June 29th

The father of eight children has been arrested at Thor
(Buches du Rhone) He admitted having several times violated
one of his daughters, aged fourteen —Le Radical de Marseilles,
28 71919

And M Raossignol contmnues to pretend that the more chil
dren one has, the more virtuous one 1s —Neo Malthusien

Two young girls, pupils of the Public Aud, have been vio
lated by thewr patrons, Marlot Joseph and Dems Jules, who
used them scandalously —Reveil de la Marne, 24 8 19

And the repopulators say If you have too many children,
send them to the Pubhc Axd!

In a cable to the New York Times, October 12th, Dr Voronoff
of the College de France has just discovered an ehxir for the
restoration of youth and the prolongation of Life—of he goats
and men So far his experiments have not succeeded with the
female of the species  This discovery, coupled with Sir Rider
Haggard’s project for having all children, even those born out
of wedlock, brought up either “directly or mdirectly,” what
ever that may mean, by the state, leaves women quite free to
bear children and to die at the usual age, with no recogmtion,
not even a three-cent war medal, from anyone Isn’t it time
for the mothers to orgamze ?
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Notes by An East Side Nurse

SEVERAL weeks ago I called to see a new obstetrical
case

The woman had been in this country sbout eight years
She had worked i a factory and gone to mght school until
her marriage, and she was pretty nearly a nervous wreck.
Her great 1deal seemed to be to be a real American  When
1 commented on a broken, much abused toe of hers, she sad,
] was trying to be a Yankee when I was green, and my shoes
were loo short”

‘My husband 1s a salesman n a gents’ furmsshing Twenty
dollars a week he makes Twenty dollars a week, and I gotta
skimp and save to feed my two children mulk and buy clothes
and coal and pay rent Now I gotta take it away from the
two to feed a third I want that my children should be
well and strong and go to school 1 don’t want they should
work mn a factory I want them to be educated 1 wamt 1t
so badly that I go almost crazy ~ When my second baby was
born, I went to the doctor to ask what I should do  Every
year a baby He says “Give up the married hfe Leave
your husband A woman like you should not have any more
children” Every week I went to the climc with my head
aches—all the ime I worry  So the doctor sent me to a
samtarium, and I stayed four months My headaches were
better and 1 was lonesome for my children I love my hus
band, but for my children I am responsible, they gotta have
a chance I tried hiving apart from my husband, but three
tooms we got and I could not do 1t I tried hot sitz baths,
many times 1 was caught, and zll the time I worry and worry,
and my headaches Oh, God, how 1t ached! Then the doctor
sent me away agam, this time I stayed a year [ have been
home ten months and I gotta nother baby to feed and clothe
But for eight months I was happy, for I did not worry What’s
the use? It was comng

BUT LAST NIGHT I was like a crazy woman, thinking that
fer a week I could not care for my children I could not
save for this new baby And while my husband sat m that
chair and rocked after the baby was born, he talked already
about the next baby He don’t worry that I can’t buy more
mlk or shoes He don’t earn more money for each baby 1
was like a crazy woman when I heard him talk. I don’t
know what I said What should I do, Nurse? 1 know 1t 1s
wrong to have more children than I can feed What should
I do? My hushand won’t mive me the children so I can live
separate, and without my babies I can’t ive And I gotta
live More babies I can’t have Please tell me what to do

Later that same day I met the doctor who said, “I recom
mended you on a case this morming Nurse, on Rivington Street.
What did you think of her, Nurse? She 13 posimavely the
awfullest woman I ever confined Like a crazy woman she
talks I never seen anyone Iike her I never wish anyone
any bad luck but if she would have an abscess of the breast
I would be glad The way she talks 1s fierce “I knew a
woman what had an abscess on her breast,” said the patient

who was everhearmmg all this talk, “and 1t cost her fifteen
dollars ”

“Don’t you think, doctor, that that patient 1s m a terribly
nervous state, an1 was all wrought up durmg her long drawn
out labor pams? Don't you think 1t 1s wrong for her to have
babies while she 1s in this state?”

“I was on many confinements where they had worse pains
but never such a woman I've seen I feel sorry for her hus
band, he 1s a nice man

Men like him cannot understand anyone but a man

Just what does our legislation say about Birth Control for
such cases?

PATHETIC WOMAN STOPPED a nurse on the street the

other day and said, “Nurse, I want someone should come
and see me I want to talk with a nurse  Such trouble as
I got” The nurse went home with her, she, with her husband
and farmly of five children, the oldest eight years old, was
Living 1n three dark rooms

“We just moved here,” she said, “fourteen dollars a month 1
gotta pay rent here. Twelve dollars 1t cost me to move I
had to borrow the money Mime husband, I just wish you could
seen him, nurse He 15 so tin, hke noting Skin and bones
he 1s  He vorks on a wagon, to be outsides  Eighteen dollars
a week he makes delivermg bread Ven he vas a tailor he
made more moneys, but the doctor says he got to quit the busi
ness and be outsides

“I dor’t know what I shoutd do this confinement” Oh yes!
It was quite evident there would be another mouth to feed
very soon. “l ain’t got no money to have a woman in the
house, for the doctor I amn’t got no money Each confine-
ment I got less, like I had before Vat should 1 do, Nurse?”

“You say I should go to the hospital and you will send
the cluldren away for two weeks, so I can come home well and
sirong 1o care for mmme baby! 1 would go crazy if 1 gotta he
1 bed and see nobody tending to mine children ”

“How much mlk I buy for mine growing children® Eigh
teen dollar a week mine husband gets One quart of mlk I get
every day Coffee and bread I feed mine children Sk and
bones they are ”

“How many more children I can feed on eighteen dollars a
week? Vat should I do, Nurse? Long ago I know I got plenty
Unt ven I think this year another one, next year maybe agamn
Vat should I do? Vat should I do?”

THE PRICE OF SLUMS
MiLLioN DEFECTIVE CHILDBREN

SPEAKING AT BRIGHTON yesterday, Sir Kingsley Wood,
of the Mmstry of Health, said the nation today was
peying for the country’s evil slums and criminal overcrowdmng
Let them think of the three million people living more
than twe 1m a room, of the million defective children n our
schools, and of the Midland City possessing forty thousand
back to back houses, where the death rate of children was half
as much agam as m ordmary dwelling houses
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Editor’s Uneasy Chair

SENTENCED “WRAF”
WOoOMEN APPEAL FOR RELEASE

HE WOMENS FREEDOM LEAGUE has wntten to the
Home Secretary asking for the immediate release of the
W R A F clerk, Elsie Kathleen Smith, who was sentenced
a few days ago at the Old Bailey to four months’ imprisonment
1n the second division for attempting to smother her baby
The evidence showed clearly, and the judge admitted s
accuracy, that the girl was 11l and hysterical when the child
was born, she had been deserted by a Canadian officer, had
been left to find her way mnto a Salvation Army Home, and
her own people had refused to allow her to take the child

home

“It 13 entirely beyond our understanding,” said the secre
tary of the League, ‘ that the judge should be able to talk about
the sacredness of mfant hife while at the same time be allowed
the name of the Canadian officer to be suppressed This Cana
dian officer should certamnly have been in the dock with the
gul”

Query—What will probably become of this child?

“WAACS” AS MOTHERS
PaupEriZED BY War OFFICE

HEN THE HAMPSTEAD Board of Guardians met yester
day, Mts M W Nevinson moved that, owing to the num
ber of girls (six since July) belongmng to the Military Services
—W A A C and W R A F—who have recently become
chargeable to the parish of Hampstead for confinement, none
of whom belong to the parish, the War Office be asked to pro
vide lying in accommodatien for these young women, and that
the question ought to be a national and not a parochial one
Mrs Nevinson said that the girls should not come under the
Poor Law, and soldiers felt very strongly on the matter, and
they considered such a procedure was a disgrace to the King’s
uniform  Apart from that, the charge should be on the army
authorities By nine votes to two the resolution was carried

I see a race 1 1thout disease of flesh or brain—shapely and
fair, married harmeny of form and function And as I look,
hfe lengthens, joy deepens, love canopies the earth, and over
all 1n the great dome, shines the eternal star of human hope

RoBERT INGERSOLL

AN OCCUUPATION

Translated for the Birre ConTROL ReEVIEW from [ oeure
by G De La Fouchardiere

HERE ARE PHILANTHROPISTS who concern themselves
T with the results of the demobilizaton They say “What
can the “poilus” do when they get home again®” You under
stand they are afraid that the former soldiers will be bored,
they seek occupations for them, and they discover some that
are admurable

One of these philanthropists makes no banes about 1t, he goes
night to the pont  He says and writes  ‘Oh, very well, let
the returned “poilus” occupy themselves with repopulation
Let them produce children on every side (sic) Thus our
natality by 1ts progression will counterbalance that of Ger

[

many, and later
A charming prospect, and many thanks for those who shall

come later! There 1s, however, something which must be said
at once, although 1t 15 hazardous to say 1t One runs a great
nisk of being accused of Malthusianism, and that leads to
rectimination and accusations of defeatism

Here 1s a story which contains a warnmng
high up m the mndustrial world who encourages repopula
tion among his employees he distributes rewards io them
progressively on the births i their family, and bases s cal
culation on the previous number of children

One day wishing to taste the delights of the happiness he
was creating, he conceived the 1dea of visiting one of the
most interesting, that 1s to say, the most numerous famly
n 1ts home, the father was the possessor of eleven premiums

I know a man

His hands laden with gifts, this philanthropist climbed the
five faghts and arrived at last m a dirty flat, which smelt of
alcohol and tobacco “But where are your chil
dren?” said he with amazement, as he looked about him

It was very simple The oldest was in an institution for
the deaf and dumb The second had disappeared, it was
supposed that, having had one of his epileptic attacks on the
street, he had been taken off somewhere or other There
were iwo girls who had Potts’ disease and were m plaster
casts and three boys, who were being treated at various hos
pitals for abscesses and scrofula, three others were in the
cemetery  As for the last baby, s mother had made such
a festival of his birth and the accompanymg premium that
she had dropped him on the sidewalk and fractured his skull

The philanthropist, learning these things, was indignant

“You are a crimmal,” he said to his employee “What' An
alcoholic and a syphihiic like you to create these hittle un
fortunates, who »

“These people never know what they want,” said the man
to s wife when his employer had gone

We must know what we want whether 1t 1s an improve
ment 1n the quality, or an increase in the quantity, that 1s
to say, industrial production by batches in order to line up a
large force thirty years hence, when

1 regret to say that the second pomnt of view 1s that of the
sociologues and the philanthropists, who seek, so they say,
the happiness of humamty
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The Greatest Problem of the Race—Its Own Preservation

HIS IS THE utle of a book of 174 pages, “compiled
edited, and mostly written” by J W Jones, Superin
tendent of the State School for the Deaf, Columbus, Ohio

It 15 dedicated to “ligher 1deals and purer hwving”

It may be obtained by sending your name and address to
the Ohio Board of Admmmstration, Columbus, QOhio, and en
closing fifteen cents to cover the cost of printing, binding,
and postage

Instead of reviewing this book, we will quote the introduc
tion as it stands It would be impossible to give a clearer
outhme of its purpose It 1s a book which should be read
by everyo. especrally by those who believe that things are
gomg on very well as they are

To those who believe 1n conscious and voluntary parenthood
versus instinctive and accidental breeding, every page will
furmsh additional argument, it 1s especially recommended
to those who so far have not thought upon this subject at all

INTRODUCTION

The State of Ohwo expends approximately four mllions of
dollars annually for the mamntenance of her State mshtutions
She pays out for lands, new bwildings, equpment, repas,
and betterment on an average of at least one million more
per annum

If we could take into consideration, and reduce to figures
the loss in time, private expense, trouble, and sorrow of the
farmlies 1mmediately 1nvolved, this vast sum would be mul
tiphed If the private hospitals and sanatoriums, almshouses,
county infirmaries, jails and workhouses, and private char
itable institutions were all brought into accounting, many ml
lions more would be added to this sum

If the State of Ohio may be taken as a fair average among
the cavilized people of the world 1n the care and treatment
of 1its so called State, county township, and private wards, at
least three dollars per capita 1s expended for everyone of the
world’s population, or, 1 other words, five billion dollars
are expended annually for this purpose, 2 sum almost equal
to the amount necessary for carrymg on the great European
war

This war, which has shocked the world and hornified man
kind with its destruction of the human race, 1s doing no more
toward that end than the unnecessary inherited and self
mflicted diseases are doing

In battle we have the slain, the wounded, the missing, and
the captured In the social struggle we have the same classi
fication of mnjured people the killed from unnecessary dis
eases, the wounded (deaf, blind, feeble minded, msane, crim
nal) , the captured (incipient cases of tuberculosis, temporary
msane prisoners, drunkards) , the mssing (escaped criminals,
deserters, tramps, footpads, and al! those who are at liberty
and a dangerous burden to society)

Those m charge of State institutions have a rare oppor
tumty for investigating and studying the canses of this great

human waste  The results of their investigations have been
set forth mn annual reports for many years These annual
reports have been printed in limited numbers, and filed 1n the
archives of the State and given out to any who may be mter
ested enough to call for them But the general public has
never been made acquainted with the tree condiions of s
social fabric, simply because these reports have not been
placed 1n the hands of the people n a form that invites readmng

The Ohio Board of Administration feels that its duty 1s only
half done when it furmshed custodial care and treatment to
the State’s wards It owes a greater duty also, namely, the
education of the people concerning the causes and prevention
of deafness, blindness, feeble mindedness, criminalitv, mn
sanity, tuberculosis, intemperance, and general immoraluy
It believes that by better samitahion, purer Living, and more
careful matmg that much of this human waste may be pre
vented

The several stories set forth in this book are filled with
mformation and nstruction which the people ought to have
Ignorance 15 the bane of our national life People do not
wish to live on a low plane, or to bring weak and diseased
children nto the world They do so only because they do
not know what they do

No parents want their child to be blind, but because they
have not known the dangers attending childbirth, this great
masfortune has come to them

No one wants tuberculosis, but because of a want of under
standing of the dangers of mfection, this disease 1s unwittingly
passed from mother to child, brother to sister, neighbor to
neighbor, and stranger to stranger

No one would be willing to marry mto a family where
disease 15 lurking, with the possibibity of transmitting 1t to
a probable offspring, but for the lack of education on this
subject such marrages are being solemmzed daily all over
the world

The various chapters in this book acquaint the people with
these dangers

The effort has been made by the superintendent to speak the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, as the know]
edge has come to them in therr wide experience i studymng
the varlous classes of people, and their diseases

There 18 no commercial enterprise behind this publication
It is a mere matter of voluntary service to the pecple of
Ohio on the part of those who have contributed to it Prompted
by the enormity of the unnecessary sin, immorahity, self abuse,
and the untold expense of mamntamng and caring for the prod
ucts of these undesirable things, and with the hope of erad:
catmg much of them, and aiding people to take a step forward
1n higher and better living, the Ohio Board of Admnistration
endeavors to place this book 1m the hands of all of Ohio’s citx
zens

Mary KnosLaucH
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STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT CIRCULA
TION, ETC, REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF CONGRESS
QOF AUGUST 24 1912

Of Tue Bmru Contror Review, pubhished monthly at New York,
N Y, for October 1, 1919 State of New York County of New York, ss.

Before me a Notary Public 1n and for the State and county aforesad,
personally appeared Mary KnesLavcu, who having been duly sworn
according to law, deposes and says that she 1s the Managing Editor of
Tue Bmru ControL REviEw and that the following 1s, to the best of
her knowledge and belief, a true statement of the ewnership, menage
ment {and if a daily paper the circulation), etc, of the aferesaid publica
tron for the date shown m the above caption, required by the Act of
August 24, 1912, embodied 1n section 443, Postal Laws and Regulations,
printed on the reverse of this form, to wit

1 That the names and addresses of the publisher editor managing
editor and business managers are

Publisher—NEw York WomrNs PusuisHing Co 104 Fifth Avenue,
New York, N Y

Editor—MarcARer H Sancer, 104 Fifth Avenue, New York, N Y

Managing Editor—Mary KnoBraucH, Wye Apts, 55th Street & Tth
Avenue, New York, N Y

Business Managers—NONE

2 That the owners are N Y Women’s Publishing Co 104 Fifth
Avenue, New York, N Y Jessie Ashley (Estate of), 102 E 52nd St,
New York, N Y Juhet Rublee 1957 Biltmore Street, Washington,
D C Mrs. Mary Knoblauch, 55th Street and 7th Avenue, New York,
N Y Mrs Frances B Ackerman, Lawrence Park, Bronxville, N Y

The Birth Control Review

3 That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and security holders
owning or holding 1 per cent or more of total amount of honds mort
gages, or other securihies are None

4 That the two paragraphs next above, giving the names of the owners
stockholders, and secunty holders, if any, contain not only the lst of
stockholders and security holders as they appear upon the books of the
company but also, in case where the stockholders or security holders
appears upon the books of the company as trustee or i any other
fiduciary relation, the name of the person or corporation for whom such
trustee 1s acting, 1s given, also that the saxd two paragraphs contamn
statements embracing afiant’s full knowledge and behef as to the cr
cumstances and conditions under which stockholders and security holders
who do not appear upon the books of the company as trustees hold
stock and securities 1n a capacity other than that of a bona fide owner,
and this affiant has no reason to believe that any other person, associa
tiom, or corporation has any interest direct oy mndirect 1 the said stock,
bonds or other securtties than as so stated by her

5 That the average number of copies of each issue of this publication
sold or distributed through the mails #r otherwise to paid subscribers
duning the six menths precedmg the date shown above 1s_____________
(This imformapion s required from daily publications only )

MARY KNOBLAUCH, Man. Ed

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 30th day of Ser  ber, 1919

[seaL] J G Kar , Notary Public
My comnussion expires March 30, 1921
N Y County No 30, N Y Regster No 187

IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES

The Federation of Neo Malthusian Leagues
Dr Ahce Drysdale Vickery, President

H ConsTITUENT BobiES

Encianp  (1877) —The Malthumian League. Secretary, Dr
Binmie Dunlop, 48 Broadway, Westminster, London, S.W
Penedical, The Malthusian.

Herraxp  (1885) —De Nieuw Malthusaansche Bond. Secretary,
Dr ] Dutgers, 9 Verhulststraat, Den Haag. Penodical, Het
Gellukkig Huisgenin,

GermMaNY  (1889) —Sozial Harmomsche Veremn Secretary, Herr
M Hausmester Stutigart. Penodical, Die Sozale Harmonie

Frarnce (1895) —G Hardy, 29 Rue Pixerecourt, Pans. Pen
odical, Generation Consciente

Spain  (1904) —Laga Espanola de Regeneracion Humana Secre
tary, Senor Lws Bulfi, Calle Provenza, 177, Pral la, Bar
celona Penodical, Salu y Fuerze.

Berctom  (1906) — Lague Neo-Malbusienne
Fermand Mascaux, Echevin, Courcelles.

SwirZerLany  (1908) —Groupe Malthusien  Secretary, Valentin
Grandjean, 106 Rue des Eaux Vives, Geneva. Periodical,
La Vie Inteme

Boremia Austaia  (1901) — Secretary,
Zizhov, Prague Penodical Zadruhy

PorrucAl.—E Silve, Jumor, L da Memona, 46 r/e, Lusb
Penodical, Paz ¢ Liberdsde /e Lushon

Brazit  {1905) -—Seccion Bramlens de Propaganda. Secretaries,
Manuel Moscosa, Rua d Bento Pires 29 San Pablo, Antonio
Domuniguez, Rue Vizcande de Moranguapez 25, Rio de Janerio

Cupa  (1907) —Seccion de Propaganda. Secretary, Jose Guard:
ola, Empedrado 14, Havana,

SwereEN  (1911) —Sallskapet for Humanitar Barnalstring Pres-
ydent, Mr Hinke Bergegren, Vanadisvagen 15, Stockholm, Va.

Irary (1913) —Leza Neomalthusiapa Italiana Vie Lamarmora 22,
Turin  Penodical, L Educazione Sessuale

Arnica —Ligue Neo-Malthusienne, Mayson da Peuple, 10 Rampe
Magenta, Alger

Mexico (1918) —Mexican Birth Control League, Secretares, Mr
and Mrs Lisn A E Gale, PO Box 518, Mexico, D F,
Mexico Periodicals, Gales (Englhsh) and E! Comunista
(Spanish)

Secretary, Dr

Michael Kacha, 1164

I

Birth Control Organizations

IN THE UNITED STATES

ANN ArsoR, MicE.—Mrs. L. A. Rhoads, 1318 Forest Court.
Bancor, ME—Dr P E Luce, 4) Central Street
PamapeLrris, Pa—Dr L A. Young, 5152 Haverford Avenue
Caicaco, IuL —{llinots Burth Control League
Secretary, Mrs. B. E Page, 521 Longwood Ave., Glencoe, Il
CrevELAND, Om10 —-Burth Control League of Olne Mrs. A W
Newman, 10601 Ashbury Avenue, secretary
DErRerr, MicH—Mrs. Jesme A. Rene, 919 Brooklyn Avenue
Erizagers Crry, N C— Mr and Mrs. W O Saunders
HarmisBure, Pa.—George A Herrmng, 1304 Penn Street
iLos ANogLgs, CaL.—Dr T Percival Gerson.
MinnesroLis, MiNN —The Minneapolis Buth Control League
Mrs, Helen C Thomsen 1208 Vincent Avenue, N., secretary
New Yorx
The Committee of One Theusand Dr Ira S Wile, 230 W
97th Street, chairman

International Birth Control League Dr Wm. J Robiuson,
President, 12 Mt. Morms Park West.
200 Fifih Avenue

The Natwnal Birth Control League
Mrs Maxwell Hyde
The Woman’s Commuttee of One Hundred Mrs. Amos P
v lucho:, cP a;:.o 9dE23t 8lst Street.
olantary Parenthood League, 206 Broad Mary W.
Dennett, Director ey e
PrrrsaurcH, Pa-—The Buth Conirol League of Western Penn
sylvama Ruta F Stemn, 924 Mellon St, Pittsburgh, Pa.,
secretary
PorTtLaAND, ORE —The Birth Comirol League of Portland Mrs
J R. Oatman, 549 Fifth Street, secretary
Rapnor, PA —The Main Line Branch of the Natwonal Burth Con
trol League —Mrs Walter M Newkurk, secretary
Rocuester, N Y —A. I Howser, 227 Parsells Avenue
St Leouis, Me —Grace Anderson Superintendent of Mumcipal
Nurses, City Dispensary 11th and Chestnut Streets
St Pauvr, Mixn —The Minnesota Siate Buth Control League
, Mrs Grace M Keller, 230 Vernon Ave, St Paul
Searrrz, Wasn —The Seattie Birth Control League Minnie
Parkhurst, 516 Third Ave West Seattle, Wash., secretary
Summit, N J—Rev Franklin C Doan
WasmineroN, D C —The Birth Control League of the Dustnct of

olumbia. Mrs. Anna Wexler, 1926 New Hampshire Ave,
president




