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FOREWORD

This Magazine does not publish

contraceptive information

It 1s 1llegal, mn this country, to give

such mfermation

The object of this Review 1s to show
why this law 1s obsolete, permicious,
and injurious to the individual, the

community and the race
The law must be changed

Read the Birth Control Review and
you will understand why
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Man has a little mtelligence, and he should use 1t Intelligence

Editorial Comment

Instead of ar eduorial this month, we are quoting the won
derful plea for Birth Control made by Robert G Ingersoll in
the course of an address delwered at the Hollis Theatre, Bos
ton, on June 2, 1899 Tuwenty years have elapsed since these
words were spoken and each passing day has but added weight
to the argumenis so vividly expressed

We are very grateful, and we know our readers wrll be too,
to the friend who sent us a copy of this speech

Robert Ingersoll on Birth Control

FOR THOUSANDS OF years men and women have been

trying to reform the world They have created gods and
dewils, heavens and hells, they have written sacred books, per
formed muracles, built cathedrals and dungeons, they have
crowned and uncrowned kings and queens, they have tortured
and imprisoned, flayed alive and burned, they have preached
and prayed, they have tried promuses and threats, they have
coaxed and persuaded, they have preached and taught, and n
countless ways have endeavored to make people honest, tem
perate, industrious and virtuous, they have built hospitals and
asylums, umversities and schools, and seem to have done their
very best to make mankind better and happier, and yet they
have not succeeded

Why have the reformers falled? T will tell them why

Ignorance, poverty and vice are depopulating the world
The gutter 1s a nursery  People unable even to support them
selves fill the tenements, the huts, the hovels with children
They depend on the Lord, on luck and chanty They are not
intelligent enough to think about consequences or to feel re
sponsibility At the same time they do not want children, be
cause a ¢hild 1s a curse to them and to itself The babe 1s not
welcome because 1t 15 a burden These unwelcome children
fill the jails and prisons, the asylums and hospitals, and they
crowd the scaffolds A few are rescued by chance or chanty,
but the great majority are failures They become vicious, fero
cious They lLive by fraud and violence, and bequeath their
vices to their children

Agamst this wundation of vice, the forces of reform are
helpless, and charity itself becomes an unconscious promoter
of crime

Failure seems to be the trade mark of nature Why? Nature
has no design, no ntelligence Nature produces without pur
pose, sustains without ntention, and destroys without thought

15 the only lever capable of raising mankind

THE REAL QUESTION 1s, can we prevent the ignor
ant, the poor, the vicious, from filhng the world with
their children?

Can we prevent this Missour1 of ignorance and vice
from emptying mto the Mississippr of civihzation?

Must the world forever remain the vicim of ignorant pas
sion? Can the world be civilized to such a degree that conse
quences will be taken mnto consideration by all?

Why should men and women have children that they can-
not take care of, children that are burdens and curses? Why?
Because they have more passion than intelligence, more pas
sion than reason

You cannot reform these people with tracts and talk You
cannot reform these people with preaching and creed Pas-
sion 15, and always has been, deaf

These weapons of reform are substanuially useless Crim
inals, tramps, beggars and failures are increasing every day
The prisons, jails, poor houses and asylums are crowded Re
hgion 1s helpless Law can pumish, but it can neither reform
cnimuinals nor prevent crime  The tide of vice 1s nsing  The
war that 1s now bemng waged agaimnst the forces of evil 15 as
hopeless as the battle of the fireflies agamst the darkness of
night

There 1s but one hope Ignorance, poverty and vice must
stop populating the world This cannot be done by moral
suasion This cannot be done by talk or example This can
not be done by religion or by law, by priest or hangman This
cannot be done by force, physical or moral To accomplish
this there 1s but one way Science must make woman the own
er, the mustress of herself Science, the only possible savior
of mankind, must put it 1n the power of woman to decide for
herself whether she will or will not become a mother

This 15 the solution of the whole queshon This frees
woman The babes that are then born will be welcome They
will be clasped by glad hands to happy breasts They will fill
homes with light and joy

MEN AND WOMEN who believe that slaves are purer, truer
than the free, who believe that fear 1s a safer gnde than
knowledge, that only those are really good who obey the com
mands of others, and that 1gnorance 1s the soil in which the
perfect, perfumed flower of virtue grows, will, with protesting
hands, hide their shocked faces
Men and women who think that light 15 the enemy of virtue,
that purity dwells 1 darkness, that 1t 15 dangerous for human
beings to know themselves and the facts i nature that affect
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their well bemng, will be horrified at the thought of making
mtelligence the master of passion

But 1 Jook forward to the time when men and women by
reason of their knowledge of consequences, of the morality
born of mtelligence, will refuse to perpetuate disease and pain,
will refuse to fill the world with farlures

When that time comes, the prison walls will fall, the dun
geons will be flooded with light, and the shadow of the scaffold
will cease to curse the earth Poverty and crime will be child
less The withered hands of want will not be stretched for
They will be dust The whole world will be intelligent,
virtuous and free

alms

Our Own Survey

UPERNORMAL CHILDREN AND subnormal children are
of great mnterest to the commumty both 1n themselves and

for the hight they shed upon normal children

Do the number and spacmg of a mother’s pregnancies make
any difference in the likelthood of subnormal or supernormal
children being born?

What influence have they upon the care of such individuals?

Through the nterest of one of the directors, a fund has been
available for a small investigation m one of the congested
districts of New York City

Ellen A Kennan made the survey for the THe BirTr Con
TROL REVIEW

The first of Miss Kennan’s series of articles begins mn this
number

Soviets’ Care of the Mother
GOVERNMENT MAY do some things very badly and

others very well Criticism of the Soviet government
mn Russia has certamnly not been lacking, but the following
account of the care 1t proposes to gave 1its children, clipped
from the London Herald of the 2ist of June, i1s worthy of
consideration, not to say emulation, by some of the govern
ments which are thought, or think themselves, superior
AMONG THE MOST mteresting of the true stories told re
cently of Sowviet Russia mn a history of the work of

a revolutionary Russian woman, Alexandra Kollontay, the
People’s Commissary of Public Welfare 1n Petrograd

It is to the indefatigable worker that we owe the followmng
remarkable decree, published last year by the Soviet Govern
ment, a few weeks only after its establishment

“Over two millhion young lives have been hitherto sacrificed
every year owing to public indifferences and class lemslation
Over two million tragic mothers have yearly watered the soil
of Russia with therr tears, and have with their labor-wearied
hands closed the prematurely opened tombs of those nnocent
vicums of a hideous social order

“Among the most striking examples of Capitalist ‘morality’
are those ‘homes’ for orphans, overcrowded far beyond their
limits, with their enormous death rate and their odious methods
of upbringing which were an insult to the sacred feelings of
these poor resourceless mothers, transformed thus into mere
stupid producing machines
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“HAPPILY, SINCE THE wvictory of the Workers’ Revolu-
tion, this fearful nmightare has faded into the mists of

the past

“Workers'! Citizen mothers! Brave, tender hearted creators
of a new social Iife! Doctors, teachers, nurses! New Russia
calls you all to build up the splendid edifice of the well being
of the future generations

“All central and branch institutions connected with the Com
missary of Public Welfare concerning chuld welfare are now
unmted 1n one orgamzation, under the control of the Depart
ment for the Protection of Mothers and Ch:ldren This 1s 1n
order to link them up with the lying in institutions, and to
create strong healthy citizens, both mentally and physically
“THE FOLLOWING PRINCIPLES will be adhered to by the

committee

“l The safeguarding of the mother for the child

“2  The upbringing of the child 1n an atmosphere of Social-
1st Communism

“3 The creation of condiions which for the child wall
serve as the basis of physical and moral development, and a
clear understanding of hfe ™

But the activities of Alexandra Kollontay do not end with
a mere edict—which 1s valuable to the outside world chiefly as
an indication of the mind underlying the Soviet Government,
which, though tormented by a thousand unparalleled agita
tions, never for a moment forgets the welfare of the most help-
less citizens

Practical measures have been started—100,000 children are
fed daily from the vast kitchens of the Winter Palace, creches
and lying m hospitals are 1 full swing and free to all, and the
State pays prospective mothers their full wages for a mmimum
of six weeks after child birth
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“Who Has Forgotten You?”

SpeciaL INvEsTIGATION FOR THE Birrn ConTrROL REVIEW

By Ellen A Kennan

HERE IS THE patience of mountains, and there 1s the
patience of the ox. The patience of Job has become a
household word, but what shall be said of the patience of the
poot, of all the long suffering poor, but especially of the poor
mother of many children The children are born, they grow
sick, they die or they live, a burden to themselves and to the
world There 1s not enough to feed and clothe the brood
decently, but still the mother goes on bearing chidren

They live huddled up n dark stuffly tenements, they sleep
in close, unaired bedrooms Always there 1s a child tugging
at the mother’s breast, even while another 1s quickenmg in
her womb She drags weanly along day after day, trymg
to care for her little ones She sees them go hungry, she
sees them go cold, she sees them take refuge in the street from
her too sharp tongue, she sees herself grow old and slatternly
And still she goes on bearing children—children that she does
not want, children that ever pull at her skirts and clutter up
her floors She passes her Iife between the stove and the wash
tub The sink 1s always full of dirty, fly specked dishes, the
rooms are always full of sickeming odors, odors of stale food
and unwashed diapers And still she bears children, children
that she does not want She snaps and snarls, she cuffs the
httle ones about They are always in her way, always under
her feet And still she goes on bearing Why does she go
on?  Because she loves 1t? No To please her
husband? He too, 1s tired and overworked—sick of many
children To whom can she turn for rehef? To the church?
In vain “Multiply and cover the earth,” says the church To
the state? Quite as futile “You have a patriotic duty,” says
the state To the doctor and the nurse? Their hands are
tied by tradition and the law  So she goes on bearing children
She becomes a cowed and spiritless creature, with a patience
past understanding

AND SOME THERE are who commend this poor narticulate

thing for her bearmng of many children—they call it
submigsion to the will of God But there are others who
would famn ask, what breed of-children does she bear? Does
she bear children that will hand on the torch of life flaming
with a brighter glow? Are her children strong, upright, in
tellhgent? If such they are, then though we pity the poor
dragged out mother, we might say what matter? It 15 a
noble thing to spend herself for the welfare of the race

But to spend herself bringing mnto the world sickly and de-
fective chaldren, this 1s sheer waste of life  Such children fill
our hospitals, our reformatories, our jails  Shall we not then
cease celebrating the virtues of the mother of many children,

and shall we not rather mtone a hymn of praise to the mother
of children strong, upright, intelligent?

LL SUMMER LONG I have been wisiing mothers who
live 1n a much congested district of New York, I have
been talking with them, as they worked in their kitchens, about
And as I have

gone on doing this day by day, questions have been arising in

themselves, their children, their experiences

my mind Why should knowledge on any subject be kept from
any human soul? Above all why should knowledge as to the
control of her own body be kept from a woman, knowledge so

vital to her happmess and to the welfare of the race” Why
should she bear more children than she wants, more than the
meagre family income can support 1 decency, children that
are necessarily weak and sick? Why should a new baby arrive
every year or two with monotonous regulanty, though there
15 not enough to feed and clothe the little ones already on
the scene, though the mother herself 1s worn and broken 1n
health? Why should she be utterly at the mercy of blind
nature? Why should the poor creature go on bearing so
many children that she can no longer remember their names,
their ages, the order 1n which they came? Yes, I found more
than one such mother this summer, nor were they old women,
some were not yet forty

HEN I ASKED Mrs B, an Italian woman, for the names

and ages of her children, with a hopeless gesture she

raised her hands to her head and said “I'm so tired, my head’s
so tired, I'm all confused, I can’t remember ” And 1t was
only after much patient questioning on my part and after
many really pathetic appeals for help to the Little girl of
eleven that the mother finally got her story told She had
had ten children, eight were still Living  She had been married
at 16, her first baby came when she was 17 The only respite
from child bearing that she had had m the twenty two years
since she had been married was a period of five years while
her husband was absent 1n America, for he had come over in
advance of the family The father of this famly 1s a day
laberer earning $18 a week, one son 16 earns $10 a week
They all live together i four small rcoms and have a
boarder and lodger The oldest daughter died a year ago
with pulmonary tuberculosis Felice, a pale, haggard looking
child with sunken cheeks and staring eyes, 11 years old, has
tuberculosis of the imtestines She lives almost wholly on
milk  While I was 1 the house, she brought home the word,
really crushing for the mother, that she had been refused any
more milk at the free milk staion Why go on to tell of
Rose, nine years old, who had a runnmng ear and was left
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deaf 1n that ear by an operation, and 1s still only in the first
grade at school? And there 1s Lowss, 15 years old, who has
been placed mn the class for defective children, and four
little ones still younger than 9 year old Rosa, all looking
It was this mother who saxd “I
can’t buy enough food for the children, they are always

pale and undernourished

hungry, the baby 15 weak and sick, because I haven’t enough
mulk for 1t, I don’t get enough to eat myself and 1 don’t get
the right food” Then m answer to a question of mme, she
said “No, I don’t want so many children I surely don’t want
any more, but— (with a shrug of the shoulders) what are
you gomg to do when they come?®” And she 1s only thirty mine
years old! She can still bear three or four more children
Must she do 1t?

ND POOR MRS W' A nervous wreck at thirty eight,

starting at every noise, helpless before a stranger, still
more helpless before the task of naming her ciuldren! Utterly
bewildered, she called in her husband I found that she had
had nine children, and two miscarriages She has always been
sick, but for twelve years now she has been in this highly
nervous state, ever since her boy Frank was drowned She
was pregnant with Joey at the time, and attempted to kil her-
self by jumping from the window Of her mme children all
except four are dead, and of the five dead all but one died
when only a few months old

Four children have been born and one miscarriage has
taken place since she has been 1n this very abnormal condition

mnduced by the drowning of her son Frank! Two of these
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babies died almost immediately after birth, Joey, a third, 1s
weak and has the nose bleed very often, he has been placed n
the class for defectives at school Little Lucy, the fourth, 1s
below her grade m the Catholic school which she attends And
this mother 1s only 38 years old! What of the future?

MRS A 15 older—she 1s fifty one, and life has been hard

on her, she looks seventy Her embarrassment as she
tried and failed to remember the ages and names of her child
ren, was most distressing It was she who said in Itahan by way
of explanation “They are born, they die, they grow up, they

marry, they pass out of my sight, and they pass out of my
mind ” She had had eight children and three miscarriages
Five were still hiving With the help of little Nieolo, ten
years old, we finally got a hst of names and ages though I
doubt not, there are many mistakes Vincenzo when he left
school at 16 was still mn the third grade, Isidore i1s in the
class for defective children, Josie, who works 1n a dress fac
tory at $20 a week, 1s pale and anemic looking Lutle Nicholo 1s
quick and bright but undernourished The other iving child,
a daughter of 34, has had seven babies—five of the seven died
m quick succession when only a few months old with hydrocep
halus, water on the brain—a disease that often indicates the
presence of syphilis And just two weeks before I visited
her mother, she had given birth to another baby

Still her voice echoes

And we send
missionartes to “backward peoples!”
n my ears “They are born, they die, they grow up, they marry,
they pass out of my sight and out of my mind

She’d Die to Avoid Twenty-fourth Baby

AVING BORNE TO her husband, a railroad laborer,
twenty three children since their marriage twenty five
years ago, Mrs Agnes Racilta decided yesterday to end her
part m race production by swicide Help came before she
could accomplish her purpose She will get well in the Jersey
City Hospital and return 1n a few days to her burdens at home,
unless she has to go to jail 1 pumishment for her crime She

1s forty eight years old

Only seven of the children are living, all under sixteen
When she had packed them off to school yesterday mornng,
Racilta having gone to work, she built a crude altar i her
parlor at 548 Grove street, Jersey City, and 1t 1s believed, said
prayers for her soul before it Then she drank a bottle of

turpentine

The pain was so agomzing that she screamed Ne:ighbors
ran in and m a few minutes an ambulance surgeon had ad
mimstered first aid, which left her n collapse but 1n no 1m
medhate danger

“I DIDN'T WANT to brmg more children into the world,”

she sobbed at the hospital when further relief put her n
condition to talk “We are poor people and cannot afford to
keep on having bahies  For a long time I thought of this and 1t
made me very sad So I prayed {or guidance and the answer
My husband

and children are very good, but I could not bear to go on as

came that I would be better off dead than ahve

we were domng  Now I suppose there 1s no help for it, but I
wish I had died”
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MORALITY AND BIRTH CONTROL

By Mary Knoblauch

ORALITY AND BIRTH Control 1s the title of an article

by George Bernard Shaw i the July number of PHYS
ICAL CULTURE

As usual, Mr Shaw begins by demolishing the opposition
The contention commonly advanced that the possibility of
Birth Control must be concealed because the knowledge of 1t
might be abused, 15 absurd We maght as well argue that we
should not teach children to read or cipher, because we may
at the same time be teaching them to forge checks or falsify
accounts This argument, if persisted i, would lead us to
forbid barth itself so as to escape the burden of origimnal sin

Every advance in human knowledge which brings with 1t an
mncreased control of human circumstances, adds to human
temptation  The inventors of writing, gunpowder and the daily
newspapers, were they to anise from their graves today, mght,
after a hasty glance at the situation, wonder whether 1t would
not have been better for the human race, had they been cast
into the sea with a millstone around their necks before they
had 1nvented plagues so destructive to mankind

It 1s impossible to make a secret of the possibility and tech
nique of birth control

Everyone, Mr Shaw holds this to be self evident, has a
right to know whatever there 1s to be known He may, how
ever, be held accountable for the use he makes of his knowl
edge, to his conscience and his country  The knowledge must
not be suppressed, and still less must the fullest and freest
public controversy about it be suppressed, altho the discus
sion must always be seemly

THERE MUST BE no taboo on the subject, or the taboo

must be disregarded Taboos are pure conventions, and
bemng quite irrational, are very strong and tyranmcal They
break down, however, under the irrepressibleness of circum
stances The taboo on the discussion of household sanitation
was broken down by cholera and enteric fever No evil re
sults followed, many lives were saved, and the fact that there
was such a taboo has long since been forgotten

So it must be with Birth Control The subject cannot be
disregarded It 1s bemng practised on an enormous scale
We cannot leave 1t alone, because 1t will not leave us alone
Even 1ts opponents cannot form a public opinion agamst 1t,
except by discussing 1t very thoroughly 1t 1s also self evident
that control for the sake of control 15 desirable If a ship’s
captain could devise some means for controlling the winds,
no sane person would object on the ground that mvoluntary
motion was holier than controlled motion

A woman who has learned how to control her fertility 1s as
much less likely to be nmischievous as a woman who has learned
how to control her temper

Everyone, therefore, should be taught that repreduction 1s
a controllable activity No general rule can at present be
formulated as to how, when and why 1t should be controlled

ALL SORTS OF hard cases are pressed upon our notice

Brieux shows us in one play a revolt aganst excessive
maternity so bitter that a professional! abortiomist 1s hailed
as a deliverer, and 1n another, a wife, driven to desperation
by the refusal of her husband te incur the expense of even
one child Individuals are urged, on the one hand, to limt
their families on the ground that 1t 1s better to give every
chance of Iife to two or three children than 1t 15 to throw
eight on an mcome which means the death of half of them and
the enfeeblement of the rest On the other hand, we denounce
race suicide and demand exemption from the income tax for
parents, special taxes for bachelors, and mothers’ pensions
Some doctors tell us that the use of contraceptives 15 quite
harmless, others that 1t wrecks the nervous system They are
equally divided as to the effects of total abstinence

Fmally, we lose patience with all these contradictions and
conclude that they are all true and all false Every case 1s a
fresh problem Therefore, the apphcation of the knowledge
must be left to the couples themselves

It 15 clear, however, that certamn modifications of the mar
riage laws must follow the recogmition of Birth Control If,
for example, one of a married couple persistently sterilizes a
umon which the other wishes to make fertile, this should be
a ground for the dmssolution of the marriage An even more
difficult question would be involved 1n a surreptiious fertiliza
tion based on the understanding that 1t was to be sterile At
present such an understanding would be dismissed by the
courts as mmmoral The moment Birth Control 1s formally
accepted, contracts mvolving such conirol must also be ac
cepted as legally valid, and breaches of such contract must
have their legal remedy

THIS POINT IS mentioned merely as an example of the

new problems which arise when any action which has
hitherto been regarded as involuntary and consequently out-
side the field of law and morals, becomes controllable The
results are always unexpected by the unthinking When the
state does interfere, many people think 1t will fortnd barth re-
strictions unconditionally except by vows of chastity But
there 1s no telling what the state may do It may enforce
Birth Control on the one hand, and compel reproduction on the
other Mr Shaw, therefore, strongly recommends that all
those who are for, as well as all those who are against Birth
Control, who clamor one way or the other for police inter
vention, should mind their own business and let other people
do the same
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THE CLOSING DOOR

By Angelina W Grumke
(Continued from September issue)

“y OOK HERE' ARE you Agnes’ brother, Joe?” Jim call
ed quickly for m  “Great Jehoshaphat! Man! Come
up! What a mess I've made of this”

For the first ime | saw Jim move quickly Within a second
he was out of the flat and running down the stairs  Agnes
followed to the starhead and waited there I went back mto
the little parlor for, I had followed her mio the hall, and sat
down and waited

They all came m presently Joe was older than Agnes but
looked very much like her He was thin, his face really hag
gard and his hair quite grey I found out afterward that he
was m his early thirties but he appeared much older He was
smiling, but the smile did not reach his eyes They were
strange aloof eyes They rested on you and yet seemed to
see something beyond You felt as though they had looked
upon something that could never be forgotten When he was
not smiling his face was grim, the chin firm and set He was
a man of very few words, 1 found

Agnes and Jim were both talking at once and he answered
them now and then in monosyllables Agnes mtroduced us
He shook hands, I thought in rather a perfunctory way, with
out sayng anything, and we all sat down

We steered clear quite deliberately from the thoughts upper
most m all our minds We spoke of his journey, when he left
Mississippt, the length of time it had taken him to come and
the weather Suddenly Agnes jumped up

“Joe, aren’t you famished?’’

“Well, 1 wouldn’t mind a ltile something, Agnes,” he
answered, and then ke added

“I’M NOT AS starved as I was traveling in the South, but
1 have kind of a hollow feelmg”

“What do you mean?” she asked

“Jam-Crow cars,” he answered lacomcally

“I’d forgotten,” she said “I've been away so long”

He made no reply

“Aren’t conditions any better at all?” she asked after a
luttle

“No, I can’ say as they are”

None of us said anything She stocd there a minute or so,
pulling away at the frill on her apron She stopped suddenly,
drew a long breath, and said

“T wish you all could move away, Jim, and come North

For one second before he lowered his eyes I saw a strange
gleam in them He seemed to be exarmming his shoes care
fully from all angles His jaw looked grimmer than ever and
[ saw a flickering of the muscles m his cheeks

“That would be mice,” he said at last and then added, “but
we can’t, Agnes I like my coffee strong, please *

“Joe,” she said, gong to the door “I'm sorry, I was for
getting ™

1 rose at that

“Agnes, let me go You stay here ”

She hesitated, but Joe spoke up

“No, Agnes, you go I know your cooking ”

YOU COULD HAVE heard a pin drop for a mmute Jim
looked queer end so did Agnes for a second and then she
tried to laugh 1t off
“Don’t mind Joe
was like that ”
And then she left us

Well, I was hurt Joe made no attempt to apologize or
anything He even seemed to have forgotten me Jim looked
at me and smled, his nice smile, but I was really hurt [
came to understand, however, later Presently Joe said

He doesn’t mean anything He always

“About Agnes! We hadn’t been told anything!”
“Drdn’t she write about 1t?”
“NO ”

“Wanted to surprise you, I guess™

“How long®” Joe asked after a hittle

“Before®”

“Yes”

“Four months, I should say ”

“That complicates matters some ”

1 got up to leave 1 was so evidently in the way

Joe looked up quietly and saad

“Oh! don’t go' It 1sn’t necessary ”

I sat down agamn

“No, Lucy, stay” Jim added
pheates’?”

“What do you mean ‘com

OE EXAMINED HIS shoes for several moments and then
looked up suddenly

“Just where 15 Agnes®”

“In the kitchen, I guess,” Jim looked a triffe surprised

“Where 13 that?”

“The other end of the flat near the door

“She can’t possibly hear anything, then®”

(KNO 22

“Well, then, hsten Jim, and you, what’s your name? Lucy?
Well, Lucy, then Listen carefully, you two, to every single
word I am going to say® He frowned a few moments at his
shoes and then went on  “Bob went out fishing n the woods
near his shack, spent the might there, slept 1n wet clothes, 1t
had been raming all day, came home, contracted double
pneurnoma and died mn two days ime  Have you that ®”

We both nodded “That’s the story we are to tell Agnes”
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IM HAD HIS mouth open to ask something, when Agnes

came in  She had very evidently not heard anythmg, how

ever, for there was a little color mn her face and 1t was just a
Iittle happy agan

“I've been thinking about you, Joe,” she said
earth are you getting so grey for?”

“Grey!” he exclaimed “Am I grey?” There was no doubt
about 1t, his surprise was genuine

“Didn’t you know 1t?” She chuckled a httle
first rme 1n days

“No, I didn’t”

She made him get up, at that, and drew him to the oval glass
over the mantel

“Don’t you ever look at yourself, Joe?”

“Not much, that’s the truth” I could see his face n the
mirror from where 1 sat  His eyes widened a trifle, 1 saw,
and then he turned away abruptly and sat down agan He
made ne comment Agnes broke the rather little silence that
followed

“Joe!”

L3 Yes',’

“You haven’t heen sick or anything, have you®”

“No, why?”

“You seem so much thinner
almost stout ”

“That’s some years ago, Agnes”

“Yes, but one ought to get stouter not thinner with age ”

“What on

It was the

When I last saw you you were

AGAIN 1 CAUGHT that strange gleam m s eyes before
he lowered them For a moment he sat perfectly still
without answering

“You can put it down to hard work, if you like, Agnes Isn’t
that my coffee I smell boiling over?”

“Yes, I beleve it 1s I just ran 1 to tell you I'll be ready
for you 1n about ten minutes ”

She went out hastily but took time to pull the portiere across
the door I thought 1t strange at the time and looked at Jim
He didn’t seem to notice 1t, however, but warted, I saw, until
he had heard Agnes’ heel taps going into the kitchen

“Now,” he said, “what do you mean when you say that 1s
the story we are to tell Agnes?”

“Just that”

“You mean—" he paused “that it 1sn’t true?”

“No, 1t 18n’t true ”

“Bob didn’t die that way®”

“No »

I FELT MYSELF stiffening 1n my chair and my two hands
grippmg the two arms of my chair tightly 1 looked at

Jim 1 sensed the same tensioning in him  There was a long
pause Joe was examming s shoes again  The flickering n
his cheeks I saw was more noticeable

Fmally Jim brought out just one word

“How?”

“There was a httle trouble,” he began and then paused so
long Jim said

“You mean he was—njured mn some way?”

Joe looked up suddenly at Jim, at that, and then down again
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But his expression even in that fleeting glance set me to
trembhing all over Jum, I saw, had been affected too IHe
sat stiffiy bent forward He had been mn the act of rawising
his cigarette to his hps and his arm seemed as though frozen
m md arr

“Yes,” he said, “mnjured” But the way in which he said
“mnjured” made me tremble all the more

AGAIN THERE WAS a pause and agam J m broke 1t with

his one word

“How?”

“You don’t read the papers, I see,” Joe said

“Yes, I read them ”

“It was m all the papers”

“I massed 1t, then ”

(GYeS ”

It was quiet agam for a little

“Have you ever lived in the South?” Joc asked

“NO r”

“Nice civilized place, the South,” Joe said

And agam I found myself trembling v.olently I had to
fight with might and mam to keep my teeth from chattering
And yet 1t was not what he had said but his tone agam

“I hadn’t so heard 1t described,” Jim said after a little

“T\JO?—YOU DIDN'T know, 1 suppose, that there 1s an

unwritten law n the South that when a colored and a
white person meet on the sidewalk, the colored person must
get off mto the street until the white one passes®”

“No, I hadn’t heard of 1t~

“Well, 1t’s so That was the lhittle trouble ™

“You mean—"

“Bob refused to get off the sidewalk ”

“Well?”

“The white man pushed him off Bob knocked him down
The white man attempted to teach the ‘damned nigger’ a les
son” Agam he paused

5‘Well‘?,7

“The lesson didn’t end properly Bob all but killed him ”

It was so stll in that room that although Jim was sitting
across the room I could hear his watch ticking distinetly n
his vest pocket It had been holding my breath and when I
was forced to expel 1t, the sound was so loud they both turned
quickly towards me, startled for the second

“That would have been Bob” It was Jim speaking

“Y’e5 ”

“I suppose 1t didn’t end there?”

“NO ”

“Go on, Joe ” Even Jim’s voice sounded stra ned and strange

ND JOE WENT on He never rawsed his voice, never
lowered 1t Throughout, his tone was entirely colorless
And yet as though 1t had been seared mto my very soul I
remember word for word, everythmg he said
“An orderly mob, n an orderly manner, on a Sunday morn
mg—I am quoting the newspapers—broke mnto the jail, took
him out, slung him up to the limb of a tree, riddled his body
with bullets, saturated it with coal oil, lighted a fire unde--
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neath him, gouged out his eyes with red hot ivons, burnt him
to a crisp and then sold souvenirs of him, ears, fingers, toes
His teeth brought five dollars each” He ceased for a mom
ent

“He 1s st1ll hanging on that tree —We are not allowed to have
even what 1s left ™

There was a roaring 1n my ears I seemed to be a long way
off 1 was sinking mto a hornible black vortex that seemed to
be sucking me down I opened my eyes and saw Jim dimly
His nostrils seemed to be two black wide holes His face was
taut, every hine set I saw him draw a great deep breath The
blackness sucked me down still deeper And then suddenly
I found myself on my feet struggling agamst that hideous dark-
ness and [ heard my own voice as from a great distance calling
out over and over agam, “Ch, my God' Oh, my God' Oh,
my God'”

THEY BOTH CAME running to me, but I should have fant
ed for the first and only time 1n my life but that I heard

suddenly above those strange noises in my ears a little choking,
stranghng sound It revived me nstantly I broke from them
and tried to get to the door

“Agnes! Agnes™ I called out

But they were before me Jim tore the portiere aside
caught her just as she was falling

She lay unconscious for hours When he did come to, she
found all three of us about her bed Her bewildered eyes went
from Jim’s face to mme and then to Joe’s They paused
there, she frowned a little And then we saw the whole thing
slowly come back to her She groaned and closed her eyes
Joe started to leave the room but she opened her eyes quickly
and indicated that he was not to go He came back Agamn
she closed her eyes

And then she began to grow restless

“Agnes'” 1 asked, “1s there anythmg you want®”

She quieted a litle under my voice

“No,” she said, “No ”

RESENTLY SHE OPENED her eyes agam They were
She looked at each of us in turn a second

They

very bright
time

Then she said

“I’ve had to live all this time to find out”

“Find out what, Agnes?” Tt was Jim’s voice

“Why I'm here—why I'm here”

“Yes, of course” Jim spoke oh' so gently, humoring her
His hand was smoothing away the damp hitle curls about her
forehead

“It’s no use your making believe you understand, you don’t ”
It was the first time I had ever heard her speak irritably to
Jmm She moved her head away from hs hand

His eyes were a Inttle hurt and he took his hand away

“No” His voice was as gentle as ever “I don’t under
stand, then ™

There was a pause and then she said abruptly

“I’m an 1nstrument ”

No one answered her

“That’s all—an nstrument ”
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We merely watched her

“One of the many ”

And then Jim in huis kindly blundering way made s second
mustake

“Yes, Agnes,” he sard, “Yes ”

UT AT THAT, she took even me by surprise She sat up
mn bed suddenly, her eyes wild and staring and before we

could stop her, began beating her breast

“Agnes,” I said, “Don’t! Don’t!”

“I shall,” she said 1n a strange high voice

Well, we let her alone It would have meant a struggle

And then amud Iittle sobbing breaths, beating her breast the
while, she began to cry out “Yes'—Yes'—I'—I'—An n
strument of reproduction'—another of the many'—a colored
woman—doemed'—cursed!—put here'—willing or unwilling!
For what?—to bring children here—men children—for the
sport—the lust—of possible orderly mobs—who go about
things—n an orderly manner—on Sunday mornmngs'”

“Agnes,” 1 cried out “Agnes! Your child will be born
in the North He need never go South”

She had listened to me at any rate

“Yes,” she said, “in the North In the North —And have
there been no lynchings 1 the North?”

I was silenced

“The North permts 1t too,” she cried
as well as the South”

AND THEN AS she sat there her eyes became less wild but
more terrible  They became the eyes of a seeress When
she spoke again she spoke loudly, clearly, slowly

“There 1s a time coming—and soon—when no colored man
—no colored woman—no colored child, born or unborn—will
be safe—mn this country »

“Oh Agnes,” I cried agam, “Sh' sh!'”

She turned her terrible eyes upon me

“There 1s no more need for silence—m this house
has found us out™

“Oh Agnes,” the tears were frankly running down my cheeks
“We must believe that God 1s very pinful  We must He will
find a way ”

She waited a moment and said sumply

“Will He?”

“Yes, Agnes' Yes!”

“I will beleve you, then T will give Him one more chance
Then, 1f He 15 not pitaful, then if He 1s not patiful—" But
she did not fimsh She fell back upon her pillows She had
fainted again

AGNES DID NOT die, nor did her child  She had kept her
body clean and healthy She was up and around agamn,
but an Agnes that never smiled ,never chuckled any more She
was a grey pathetic shadow of herselfi She who had loved
Joy so much, cared more, it seemed, for solitude than any
thing else in the world That was why, when Jim or I went
looking for her we found so often only the empty room and
that mmperceptibly closmg, slowly closing, opposite door
Joe went back to Mississipp1 and not one of us, ever again,
mentioned Bob’s name

“The North 1s silent

God
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And Jim, poor Jim' 1 wish I could tell you of how beautiful
he was those days How he never complaimed, never was 1
table, but was always so gently, so full of understanding, that
at times, [ had to go out of the room for fear he might see my
tears

Only once I saw him when he thought himself alone 1
had not known he was 1n his little den and entered 1t suddenly
I kad made ne sound, luckily, and he had not heard me He
was sitting leaning for forward, his head between his hands
I stood there five minutes at least, but not once did I see him
stir I silently stole out and left him

IT WAS A fortunate thing that Agnes had already done most
of her sewing for the hittle expected stranger, for after Joe’s

visit, she never touched a thing

“Agnes'” I said one day, not without fear and trepidation
it 1s true  “Isn’t there something I can do?”

“Do?” she repeated rather vaguely

“Yes Some sewmg?”

“Oh! sewing,” she smd “No, I think not, Lucy ”

“You’ve—you've fimshed? 1 persisted

(‘No »

“Then—""1 began

“I hardly think we shall need any of them” And then she
added, “I hope not™

“Agnes!” I cried out

But she seemed to have forgotten me

Well, time passed, 1t always does And on a Sunday morn
ing early Agnes’ child was born He was a beautiful, very
grave baby with her great dark eyes

As saon as they would let me, I went to her

HE WAS LYING very still and straight, mn the quiet, dark
ened room, her head turned on the pillow towards the
wall Her eyes were closed

“Agnes!” I said m the barest whisper “Are you asleep®”

“No,” she said  And turned her head towards me and open
ed her eyes I looked into her ravaged face Agnes Milton had
been down mto Hell and back agan

Neither of us spoke for some time and then she said

“Is he dead?”

“Your chld?”

‘5Y ”

“T should say not, he’s a perfect darlmg and so good ”

No smile came into her face It remamed as expressionless
as before She paled a trifle more, I thought, if such a thing
was possible

“I'm sorry,” she saxd finally

“Agnes!” I spoke sharply I couldn’t help 1t

But she closed her eyes and made no response

I SAT A long time looking at her She must have felt my
gaze for she slowly Iifted her ids and looked at me
“Well,” she said, “what 1s i, Lucy?”
“Haven’t you seen your child, Agnes?”
“No ”
“Don’t you wish to see 1t?”

“No ”
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Agan 1t was wrung out of me

“Agnes, Agnes, don’t tell me you don’t love 1t ”

For the first and only time a spasm of pain went over her
poor pinched face

“Ah'” she said, “That’s 1t” And she closed her eyes and
her face was as expressionless as ever

I felt as though my heart were breaking

Agamn she opened her eyes

“Tell me, Lucy,” she began

“What, Agnes?”

“Is he—healthy ?”

‘CYeS ”»

“Quite strong?”

“Yes ”

“You think he will live, then?”

“Yes, Agnes ”

SHE CLOSED HER eyes once more It was very still within
the room
Agan she opened her eyes
n them now
“Lucy119
“Yes ¥
“You were wrong ”
“Wrong, Agnes®”
“Yes ”
“How?”
“You thought your God was piiful’’
“Agnes, but I do believe 1t
After a long silence she said very slowly
“He—is—not
This time, when she closed her eyes, she turned her head
slowly upon the pillow to the wall I was dismssed

oo

And agam Agnes did not die Time passed and again she
was up and about the flat There was a sirange, stony stillness
upon her, now, [ did not like, though If we only could have
understood, Jim and I, what 1t meant Her love for solitude,
now, had become a passion And Jim and 1 knew more and
more that empty room and that silently, slowly closing door

SHE WOULD HAVE very Ihittle to do with her chuld For
I was 1ts mother

There was a strange expression

some reason, ] saw, she was afraid of 1t
I did for 1t, cared for it, loved 1t

Twice only during these days I saw that stony stillness of
hers broken

The first time was one mght The baby was fast asleep,
and she had stolen 1n to lock at him, when she thought no one
would know I never wish to see such a tortured, hungry face
agam

I was 1n the kitchen, the second time, when I heard strange
sounds comung from my room I rushed to it and there was
Agnes, kneeling at the foot of the lutle crib, her head upon
the spread  Great, tertible racking sobs were tearing her The
baby was lymng there, all eyes, and begmning to whimper a
Little

“Agnes! What 15 1t?*

Ch, my dear! The tears were
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streaming down my cheeks

“Take him away! Take hum away!” she gasped *“He’s
been cooing, and smiling and holding out his hitle arms to
me I can’t stand ait! Ican’t stand it”

I took him away That was the only time 1 ever saw Agnes
Milten weep

[

THE BARY SLEPT -'r-ny ro-i;m, ggnes would not have him
m hers He was a restless hittle sleeper and I had to get

up several times during the night to see that he was properly
covered

He was a nowsy little sleeper as well Many a mght I have
lain awake listeming to the sound of s breathmg It 1s a
lovely sound, a beautiful one—the breathing of a Iittle baby
in the dark

This mght, I remember, 1 had been up once and covered him
over and had fallen off to sleep for the second time, when, for
I had heard absolutely no sound, I awoke suddenly There was
upon me an overwhelmmng utterly paralyzing feeling not of
fear but of horror 1 thought, at first, I must have been having
a mightmare, but strangely mstead of dum nishing, the longer
I lay awake, the more 1t seemed to mcrease
IT WAS A moonlight might and the hight came in through

the open window m a broad, white, steady stream

A coldness seemed to settle all about my heart What was
the matter with me? I made a tremendous effort and sat up
Everything seemed peaceful and quiet enough
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The moonhght cut the room in two It was dark where 1
was and dark beyond where the baby was

One brass knob at the foot of my bed shone brilhantly, I
remember, in that bright stream and the door that led into the
hail stood out fully revealed 1 looked at that door and then
my heart suddenly seemed to stop beatng! I grew deathly
cold The door was closing slowly, inperceptibly, silently
Things were whirhing around 1 shut my eyes When 1 open-
ed them again the door was no longer moving, 1t had closed

W hat had Agnes Multon wanted in my room? And the more
I asked myself that question the deeper grew the rorror

AND THEN SLOWLY, by degrees, I began to realize there
was somethmg wrong within that room, something terribly
wrong But what was 1t?

I tried to get out of bed, but I seemed unable toc move 1
stramed my eyes, but 1 could see nothing—only that bright
knob, that stream of lLight, that closed white door

I Listened It was quet, very quiet, too quiet But why too
quet? And then as though there had been a blinding flash of
hightning I knew—the breathing wasn’t there

Agnes Milton had taken a pillow off of by bed and smothered
her child

bt

One last word. Jim received word this morming The door
has fimshed closing for the last time—Agnes Milton 15 no
more  God, I think, may be pitiful, after all

Shall We Have A Limited Birth Control?

By James F

The agitatton for Birth Control has overcome the earlier
difficultres, which seemed to lecom mountain-high. Public
sentiment, which, a few short years ago, shuddered at the
very thought of a frank discusion of sex problems, has rapidly
veered about, until 1t has become almost intelligent With
the more progressive elements, belief 1n Birth Control has be
come axiomatic, and the average man or woman 15 coming
to look with favor upon this great step forward Only the
extreme reactionaries remam hostile to the general principle,
looking with callous indifference on the living martyrdom of
thousands of women, and wilfully ignorant of the most ele
mentary considerations concerming the welfare of society as
a whole Already we are almost n sight of the Promsed
Land

At this pomnt, after living down the opprobrium which has
followed the workers n this cause for half a century, when
patience and perseverance for a hittle time will mean the
overthrow of the last remaining barriers, we are suddenly
faced with a division m our own ranks Since the growing
demand for Birth Control cannot be staved off indefinitely,
many of the former opponents of 1t are coming to see that their
position: 1s untenable Ther one remaming chance of com
promise, to make us satisfied with less than the full attamn

Morton, Jr

ment of our real desire To play inte thewr hands would,
my opinion, be the most fatal error of which we could be
gulty It would be to betray a multitude who have trusted us
as the exponents of their needs Under guise of bemg a
long step forward, nn would tie our hands so completely that
further progress would become impossible for many years to
come

For the authors and supporters of the “limited bill” I have
the utmost good will and respect, although I cannot applaud
therr judgment i this matter They nclude a number of the
foremost workers for Birth Control, who have proved by their
devotion and self sacrifice that their hearts are wholly n the
cause Nor can I wonder that they are eager and impatient to
see something actually accomphshed They realize the vast
amount of human suffermg which cries for immediate relief,
and every day’s delay seems to them a crime agamnst woman
hood and agamst society Since perrmssion to doctors and
nurses to furnish contraceptive information would make it
possible at once to assist many sufferers, and 1n some localities
to open and maintain chnics to which those 1n need could re
pair, it 1s not surprising that their vision rests on these ad
vantages, and fails to travel further, and to see that in open
ng the door of hope a little earhier to 2 comparatively limited
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number of suffering women, they are sacrificing a vital prin
ciple, and are effectively closing the door for a generation or
more to come upen a multitude of others whose need 1s equally
great. It 1s a tactical surrender, of which the enemies of Birth
Control will know how to take full advantage

As a matter of fact, 1t 1s not so certain that the proposed
bill which would give doctors and nurses a monopoly of the
privilege of furmishing Birth Control information would meet
much less opposition than a bill simply wiping off our statute-
books the few disgraceful words which penalize the spread
of this vital knowledge The friends of the movement would
be disheartened by the weak and 1llogical compromise, and
not many opponents would be converted It 15 the principle
itself which 1s bitterly hated and fought by all the elements of
reaction, and they are not to be won over by any concessions
on our part In truth, they will regard our offer of a plan
for lumited and denatured Birth Control as a confession of weak
ness and an avowed distrust of our own principle If we our-
selves, who have been fighting for the right to give contracep
tive mformation, suddenly turn about face, and swallow our
own words, by declaring 1n effect that this information 1s so
dangerous that only physicians and nurses can be trusted to
mmpart 1t, our enemes will be quick to pounce on the adms
sion, and to declare their warmng agamst the movement fully
justified, since we stand condemned out of our own mouths,
and they will add that not only the laity, but a large percentage
of the medical and nursing profesion as well, are likely to
do more harm than good, if permtted to give instruction mn
means of preventing conception

Assuming, however, that the “hmited bill” has a much
better chance of early enactment into law than the “unlimited
bill” which has heretofore been the recogmzed goal of the
friends of Birth Control, the halfway policy 1s not always the
most desirable Such a bill represents a complete surrender
of principle The law as 1t stands declares contraceptive mn
formation to be indecent, and brackets 1t with the circulation
of obscene hterature and instruction m abortion The “doc
tors’ and nurses’ bill” allows this infamy to remain unmodi
fied, except by a new clause which absurdly declares that what
18 essentially ohscene ceases to be so when supplied by a
physician or nurse The brand 1s still upon Birth Control,
which remains mtrinsically a filthy thing 1n the eyes of the
law

It should never be forgotten that the law aganst which we
protest 15 an absurdity without a parallel n the statutes of
the land or of any state With the exception of Connecticut,
no state has ever penalized the practice of Birth Control,
which therefore 1s a thing ghsolutely mnoment in the eyes
of the law The existing prohibition forbids one person to
tell another how to do a lawful act I believe that so similar
monstrosity exists on the statutebooks of any state There
are many other acts, some of them of vital importance to the
welfare of human bemgs, 1n the domng of which much harm
may result from following by advice, or from the mcorrect
mstruchions of the msufficiently informed Yet the law allows
us to take a chance on all of these Why this one flagrant
exception® No doubt, some mistakes will be made, as 1n every
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other affair of life, but the benefits to the many will far out
weigh the occasional ship of an individual If we risk our
happiness and lives on the advice of others n all other mat
ters, we can well take the smalled risk mn this  Where advice
may be freely given, natural self interest will lead the average
person to seek the best that may be had, and the best methods
of contraception will drive out the inferior ones It 1s
where the advice or mfarmation 1s hard to get, by bemng penal
1zed, that people catch at straws, and are likely to be sorely
misled by surreptitious information of an inaccurate sort,
which they cannot compare with anything better

Moreover, there 1s no guarantee that physicians and nurses
can be trusted to be infalhble In fact, the ignorance of a
large proportion of the medical profession with reference to
contraception 1s notorious, and nurses are at least 1 no better
position to obtain technical knowledge There are many among
the laity fully competent to give sound information, and with
the repeal of the present law, many more will qualify, getting
the.r own information from reliable medical authorities and
passing 1t on, which they are now forbidden to do In fact,
so preposterous 1s the whole statutory condition, that it 1s
at least a question whether, under the “hmted bill,” the
present unrepealed clause will not make 1t a crime for a lay
man to advise a suffering woman to consult a physician or ge
to a clinic, since such advice would be telling where means
of contraception could be obtained

I am no enemy to the medical profession, and am far from
Jomng 1 the loose attacks sometimes made upon 1t It 19
simply a fact, however, that human nature 1s prone to seek and
ching to privilege, and to find plausible reasons to convince
one’s self as well as others that 1t 1s right to do so  The history
of medicine 1s proof that physicians are by no means immune
to this tendency 'Whithin our own time, we have seen “regular”
practitioners seeking the prescription of homeopaths as quacks,
later, after homeopathy had won legal recognition as a legiti-
mate system, the union of the two established schools agamst
the eclectics, then the coalition of all three to prevent osteo
paths from being permutted to practice, and today the osteo
paths, having won their own fight, are umiting with the older
schools to deny to chiropractors the right to heal the sick
I have no doubt of the sincerity of the physicians of all these
schools, but I do doubt the expediency of creating by deliber
ate act of law a new monopoly 1n their interest

It 13 seldom that class legislation can be defended, and the
proposed bill offers it m 1ts most flagrant form I may learn
from a physician, but may not impart my knowledge to others
who need 1t If they wish to know, they must go to the sacro
sanct authority, which alone has the right to speak The m
formation may be commercialized, since those who would give
1t freely are demed the liberty of domng so It 1s 1dle to talk
of chmcs, except m New York City and a few other large
centres, where a group of devoted volunteer workers may be
found, who happen to belong to one of the favored professions
In all smaller places, the doctors (1n many communities some
one doctor) will have an absolute menopoly They may
charge what they please They may give or withhold the
information at their own sweet will, and there will be no re
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dress If bigoted, as recent symposiums and meetings of med
1cal associations have shown to be the case with many physic
1ans, they may refuse to give contraceptive information to any
body If mercenary, they may furmsh it only to those able
and willing to pay high prices In places where everybody
knows the family history of everybody else, there will be many
women who will stmply not dare to go to their physician, and,
no matter how great the need, nobody else can help without
being made a criminal

The majority of those who support the “himited bill” will
do so half heartedly, looking on 1t as a first step to the real
end Such friends of Birth Control forget that this measure
at once creates a powerful class interest against any further
extension of the principle A law created monopoly cannot
easily be broken Among the best workers for Birth Control
at the present time are certain progressive physicians of high
standing They are willing to accept the full principle today,
but tomorrow, when they find their profession endowed with
the right to control contraceptive mformation, they will be
satisfied and feel that nothing more is to be desired I do
not blame them for this Seeing with professional eyes, they
naturally judge therr fellow physicians by themselves, and
fall into the comfortable assurance that the interests of the
public are safe in such hands In any case, we shall not have
them with us in any attempt to go further, and shall be most
fortunate 1f we do not find them energetically working against
us

When we once enter nto the path of compromise, who knows
where we shall end? Already some of the most insistent ad
vocates of the “limited bill” have admitted that if the sacrifice
of the nurses should make 1t easier to obtain legislative votes,
they would consent to have the bill amended so as to confine
the right to give contraceptive information to physicians No
doubt, it will be stll easter to secure passage of the bill by
permutting the information to be given only to married women,
and this sacrifice of wital prmeciple will also readily be made,
and society must continue to suffer under a flood of abortion,

Meeting the
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mfanticade, “illegitimate” (hence 1n many cases uncared-for
and unjustly stigmatized) children, smicide, prostitution and
the other evils attendant on the heartless social persecution of
the unmarried mother These 1lls, as has been proved a myriad
times, will not be overbalanced by the mmagmary checking of
“immorality,” which has very little relation to the fear of
pregnancy Even without this amendment to the bill, the
hmited measure will save the unmarried (and by doing save
society from the evils mentioned above) only in the larger
cities, since only married women will dare to ask information
from the only physician of a small commumty, a man or woman
whom they are continually meeting 1n other than professional
relations

If the time 1s nipe for such a “hmited bill,” let 1t come
from those who can see nothing beyond 1t Let us persistently
demand the full principle If there must be an mtermediate
measure, let 1t come from the other side Let them pass it as
an attempt to pacify us, if they will, but let us never admit
that 1t represent sour 1deal Should recognmized exponents of
the Burth Control movement be 1dentified with the presentation
and passage of the “limited bill,” how could we later go to
the legislature and ask for a wider measure? The answer
would be “We gave you what you asked If you wanted more,
why didn’t you say s0?” If, however, we consistently demand
what we really want, and the “lhumited bill” 15 enacted as a sop
to us, without our acceptance of it, we can always be m a
position to say “We hold contraceptive information as clean
as any other, and demand that all have equal access to 1t with
out favoriism of any kind If individuals have asked for a
halfway measure, 1t was because they thought that some good
could be accomplished by even the limited freedom allowed
We, however, have never concealed our fundamental principle,
and as long as contraceptive information 1s legally classed
with pornographic literature and with instructions for abor
tion, we shall maintain our protest on behalf of decency, of
suffering women, of 11l born children and of the public weal ”

Need Today

My Margaret Sanger

T IS INDEED a strange task for me to seek for the medical
profession a might which has neglected to claim for it
self None knows better than I, perhaps, the indifference,
neglect and evaston which has so generally characterized the
attitude of physicians toward Birth Control Be its sins of
omission and commission what they may, however, the fact
that we are compelled to make use of the skill and the knowl
edge of the medical profession m order to meet a definite
situation should not deter us from meeting that situation I
believe that our present problem of bringing relief now to
hundreds of thousands of suffering women can be most effect
wely solved (so far as legistabon can solve 1) by the enact
ment of the so called “doctors and nurses’ hill

What 1s the situation that we must meet today” Let us

take stock of the human elements that we have to work with
First, we have the mass of men and women who are 1gnorant
of therr own bodies and especially of the physiclogy of their
sex organs We have also three closely related classes of
people who do possess knowledge of the human body and of
the physiology of sex—the only classes of persons who have
made a special study of the subject They are the doctors,
nurses and midwnes This constitutes our first big fact

The second fact to be faced s that there exists m this state
a law forbidding anyone, even doctors, nurses and midwives
to give information concermng contraceptives to anyone This
law 1s now 1n existence, it 1s 1n operation at this hour and at
this hour women are suffering and dying because of its tyran
nous enforcement
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The third fact 1s that the only classes of persons who can
bring effective help to the sufferers are restramed from domg
so by the operation of the law, though the masses, who are
ignorant of the physiology of sex, very generally disregard 1t
The only practical effect—the real tragedy of the present law
—1s that 1t deprives us of the knowledge and skill of the
only persons who are capable of mstructing the masses So
far as free speech 1s concerned 1t 1s impossible to deprive the
mndividual woman of that might in regard to Birth Control
The state cannot put a policeman 1n every home So, law or
no law, women are giving to each other the scanty Birth Control
information available under present conditions But the tramn
ed persons, who are best qualified to mmpart scientific infor
mation, are silent They wil] remain stlent whale the law 1s un
changed If every woman’s organs were exactly alike and if
one method would meet the needs of every woman, the existence
or change of the present law would make httle difference But
every woman’s organs are likely to be in a different condition
according to the number of children she has borne, the kind of
work she 1s doing, and the kind of care and medical skill she
has had the benefit of These conditions complicate and make
necessary individual advice in Birth Control methods if the
woman 1s to be assured protection against pregnancy

WHERE SHALL WOMEN get this individual attention?
Certamly they cannot get 1t from any other agency than
a doctor, a nurse or a midwife The majority of those who
need Birth Control most, usually come mto contact with a

HARD

LETTER 103

Your letter to hand remindmg me of my promise to let you
have a few details of my neighbor’s hfe At first she hesitated
about telling anything, as she said it was all past and done
with, and at times felt ashamed at having had 13 children, es
pecially by a man like her husband (who 1s a drunkard ) She
looks back, on her past life at the age of 43, with different
feelings from what she had at thirty Then she thought 1t was
her “lot,” as she terms 1t, to have so many children and so
many sickly ones, but now she feels she has been to blame for
many things—for nstance, for the number of children she
has had, for the dullness and lack of energy m two of them,
for the feeble mindedness in a third, deafness and sore eyes
m a fourth She blames the condition under which she bore
those children during pregnancy She was married at nine
teen, and a mother before she was twenty, with no knowledge
whatever of the duties of motherhood Her first five children
came n rapid succession While she was pregnant with her
sixth child her husband fell out of work, and was out of work
for six months During this time they had 10s a week to live
on (from the husband’s trade union ) She went out washing
and cleaning up to the last week of her confinement While
cleaning windows at one of the houses she shipped and fell
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doctor or a nurse who 1s connected with some dispensary or
other public agency And while doctors m private practice
may run the risk of violatng the law, the doctor or nurse in
public practice 1s not likely to invite attack of the prejudiced
clericals who permeate all public and semu public mstitutions

We know of cases in which women suffering from tubercu
losis, syphilis and other diseases in which pregnancy 1s a direct
danger to her Iife are being refused contraceptive information
at the dispensaries and hospitals at which they are under
treatment This 1s the real tragedy of the present law The
chief practical benefit to be derived from a change of the law
1s the opening of these institutions and others like them yet
to be established, to the women who need Birth Control The
doctors and nurses bill will best accomplish that result

This so called “obscenity law” has never held the respect
of many Birth Control advocates The very genesis of the
movement was the conscious, deliberate and public violation
of this statute The most mmportant thing 1n the movement 1s
not to change the law, but to relieve the suffering of over
burdened women, law or no law Meanwhile, however, 1t
becomes desirable incidentally, to seek to change the statute,
1n order that the millions of women who depend upon dispen-
saries and similar institutions, may receive relief at capable
hands These, at least, can be helped now They, at least,
can regan health, obtain time for self improvement, and be of
use 1n the larger struggle for human freedom This 1s our
present task The “doctors and nurses’ bill” goes most effec
tively to this point

FACTS

HER “LOT”

hurting her stde  This child did not cut ats teeth il two
years old, nor walk without help till it was seven, and at
the age of eighteen, you can hardly make out a word he
says He 1s not exactly an imbecile, but he 1s feeble-mind
ed and al this could have been avoided could the mother
have had proper nourishment during pregnancy, and less
work. The mother had to work hard all day, and got little
rest at mght, as the fifth child was weakly and ailing, and
the neighbor who looked after the child during the day used
to put gin m 1is mlk to stop is crymg, which it did tll the
effects of the gin had worn off The poor mother, not knowing
that gin was given to the child, would often after a hard day’s
work, spend most of the might pacing the bedroom floor to
soothe the fretful child, and often had to go downstairs be-
cause the crying disturbed her husband It was not until her
sixth child came, the feeble minded one, that the neighbor ad
mutted giving it gm Consequently the lad has grown up dull
His mother says, he has no “head piece,” and can not do a
simple sum 1n arithmetic to save his hfe  The mether firmly
believes that her children would have been as bright as any
body’s could she have had proper nourishment during preg
nancy, and herself cared for them after they were born
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Book Reviews

E S P Haynes, The Decline of Liberty in England, London, 1916,
The Case for Liberty 1919

Mr Haynes 12 a well known English radical and rationalist who
believes that hberty 18 dechning in England and that it can be restored
only by the creatron of a free peasantry and by giving everybody the
chance to accumulate property Although he does not tell us precisely
how he proposes to create a free peasantry and give everybody a chance
to accumulate property, there 1s no doubt that the freedom of the
indvidual has been greatly interfered with no less in England than
elsewhere by the many war emergency measures and the suspension of
the Habeas Corpus Act But as Mr Haynes believes that these many
restrictive measures were justified by the necessities of the war, we
must look further m lis books for evidence that there has been an
actual decline of hberty m England during the past ten or fifteen
yEaTs

So far as the present writer 18 able to see there are no very stnking
aigns of change, although there 1s, indeed, abundant evidence of the
ncompetence of the English coalition government, and Mr Haynes
books presently turn out to be in the main lttle more than a belated
contribution t othe discussion of the relative merits of ‘individualism”
and “socialism, a tiresome question which we thought had been quite
adequately disposed of twenty years age As most people know today
there 15 no conflict between individualism and sociahsm :f there were,
the majonty of socialists would hardly be mmdividualists Mr Haynes
apparently 15 led mnto thuis blunder by persistently confusing the social
15m of social and economic democracy (Marxism} with what 1 known
as State Sociahism which he eays 18 2 Prussian ideal and makes for
collectivism at home and aggressive nationalism abroad ° Now the
socialism of Social Democracy (in spite of the German Majonity Social
15ts who lost their spurs early 1n the war) 15 a very different thing
from State Socialism  Social Democracy is revolutionary us chief
aim the collective ownership of the means of production and the
abelition of the struggle for existence i economuc and social lfe
through the achion of the workers, and the only country mn which this
aim has approached achievement 18 Russia  State Socialism, which Mr
Haynes wrongly identifies with the general term °collectivism,” 18
conservative and includes within its sphere such measures as compulsory
health and unemployment insurance, old age pensions, factory acts,
housing and temperance reforms, a mimmum wage the promotion of
child welfare, and the nationalism of public utibties Its ulumate
object 1s to preserve the social and economic status gque through com
pronuse and with the least possibie expenditure or financial loss to the
employmng class, and wherever there 18 an appreciable loss as n
the nationalization of public utilitzes, which usually means cheaper ser
vice and lower prices at the cost of increased taxation of the well to-do
with a comsequent iendency towards a more equitable distribution of
wealth, 1t 15 opposed by the capitalist class As ndustrial insurance
was first started 1n Germany, Mr Haynes may, if he will call it a
Prussian 1deal but such measures for the protection of the working
classes as come under the head of State Sociahsm, are bemng introduced
mn every mdustrial nation as an attempted means of rendering the
capitalist system with 1ts growing congeston 1n the cities, tolerable
That aggressive nationalism abroad can be coexistent with State Social
1sm at home, follows as a matter of course both are outgrowths of
capitalism, and if international trade today has reached hitherto un
approached depths of imquity, this too, 18 but a natural step in the
evolution of capitalistic enterprise

The authors ebjections to State Socialism in part reflect the appre
hension expressed by H S Wells and Hilaire Belloc, that the workers
may be permanently reduced to the condition of more or less contented
and well housed and fed domestic ammals and made mdifferent to
the necessity for equitable distnbution of property’, and 1t seems that,
like many other individualists, Mr Haynes would prefer to have the
working class forego 1n the name of Liberty whatever heneficial effects

social legislation may have on thewr conditions of hife and labor under
the present industrial system

There 13 something to be said for this point of view, conservatives of
the old achool would agree with Mr Haynes because, living 1n an age
that 18 past, they consider reforms unnecessary and are opposed to
everything that might reduce their mcomes and increase taxation, and
many extremists who hope for a wiolent revolution in the immediate
future would also agree There was very httle social revolution 1
Tsanst Russia It would appear, however that the workers them
selves, mcluding most Socizl Democrats, who know pretty well what
they want and have no objection to the principle of direct action, are
less anxious to cross their hridges before they reach them than to take
what they can get and so far it does not appear that the bureaucratic
doles they have received (especially in America) have tended to
reduce them to economic and political servility They too, recognize
that if State Socialism 18 a deep laid scheme on the part of bourgeos
politicians, bourgeos poluticians are notoriously bad prophets and as
a rule, men of indifferent ability, and no one need worry that in the
long run their plans are gomg to lead to the result imtended More
over many features of State Socialism, such as industnial insurance
and old age pensions factory acts, the mimmum wage, housing reform
and the nationahism of public unlities, temperance legislation and the
promotion of child welfare, are in themselves, adnurable and, if carried
out efficiently and 1n the nght spimt indispensable to the welfare of
any industriai nation

All laws are mmfringements of the liberty of men to do as they please,
and the difference between a good law and a bad law 15, that a good
law Limits the night of men to use others as a means to an end, usually
a selfish end or to mterfere 1 any way with thewr equal freedom. If
liberty 1s a thing worth having, there 1s certainly none where the workers
are compelled to accept whatever hours of work and wages therr em
ployers are 1n a position to dictate and there is no hiberty n a struggle
for existence which continually leads to the enslavement of the majonty
‘When Mr Haynes complams of compulsory education as an interference
with the freedom of parents to educate and train their children as they
see fit he 138 deabmg winth a two edged sword, for although educanon
18 wholly controlled by the powers that be in our modern plutocracies,
and nich parents are able to do very much as they please, the nighk
of parents to bring up therr children as they think fit should be no
greater than the nght of the children to be well educated In hke
manner it 15 probable that the abolition of the saloon as one of the
bulwarks of conservatism, 18 a matter of greater 1mportance to our wel
fare than the deprivation of men of the freedom to fill themselves up
with alcohol at a bar or, to borrow Mr Haynes’ amable words, even to
get peacefully drunk at home It 18 true that the deprivation affects
the poor more than the nich, but, as political reactioraries, the rich are,
as a class, pohtically speaking beyond hope, and sober and efficient
working men are much more likely to take an intelligent interest n
their own welfare than men suffering from chromec alcoholic pewsoning
Health, although not mentioned by Mr Haynes, 18 no less important
than politics and even 1if 1t 18 possible for the race to be healthy
the industrial nations of today, especially in view of the fact that,
among others, persons suffering from transmusmble organr¢ weaknesses
are tacitly encouraged to reproduce themselves, there 18 no reason why
we should let matters become worse than they are

What Mr Haynes says about the present governments of modern
industnal nations, their shameless propaganda and msinformation of
the public m regard to contemporary events, their secrecy and distrust
of the people and therr suppression of free speech 18 very true, as
are also his remarks on the puritamical spint The chief strength of
lis book hes in its sensible and able treatment of such questions as the
famly, the relation of the sexes, marmage, divorce, maintenance ile-
gitimate children and Birth Control HENRY BERGEN
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The Tragedy of Sex. Margaret Protests M Leonora Eyles. (Erskine

Macdonald, Ltd Ts 6d net}

Mrs Eyles an her astomishing book has thrown back the embroidered
tapestry which drapes the human figure, and we are confronted by a
nakedness which 1s not beaunful Fastidious and foolhsh people will
describe such revelations as disgusting, unnecessary unwholesome, but
the fact still remains that disease and decadence can only be fought 1n
the hght of day, and that 1n order to cleanse and cancel 1t 1s firat
necessary to reveal

This book on sex misery aims a sharp arrow in the direction of those
who hide the begimings of life ;n dark i1gnorance and who are content
that the word ‘travall should be comprehensive of the holy function of
motherhood When the hands of lovers meet a cradle 15 made for the
future of the race, but modern industrial Iife, bumilt on the bodies of
men and women, has broken them into evil shapes, and the children are
begotten m musery and reared in semu starvation

Thousands and thousands of children are preconceived to a wretched
weficiency-—children who were not wanted, the result of an “accadent,”
or ‘one or two extra drinks” To have ‘another one” 18 a poor woman’s
calamty Does anyone wonder at the populanty of quack drugs and
the efficiency of—sugar of lead?

The gurls of the slums are handed from one hell to another To
escape from the sordid ewrcumstances of their homes they get married,
only to create similar circumstances m the next street The world
swarms with children that are not wanted, with flat breasted, helplessly
ignorant and hopelessly tired mothers, with men who have got past
caning 1n the scramble for food Agamst this Margaret protests with
a great womans courage and a gifted pen Her book ranks with
Brieux Damaged Goods” i religious sincerity and noble aspiration

The motive of Mrs Eyles’ work 1s transparently obvious, she has
written of these things because she cares, and feels a mothers meffable
pity of the holy helplessness of little children —London Herald

THE MALADIES OF SOCIETY (In French) By Dr J Hencourt
(The Birth Rate Its Economuc and Psychological Laws. By Gaston
Rageot. Published by E Flammanon, Panis. 300 pp $100)

These two books deal with the problem of the decreasmng birth rate
in France ‘The am of both authors 18 the same Their approach 1s
different. France, having saved the world, must now save herself She
must survive her victory

Both authors agree that the strength of a nation lies m the quantity,
rather than m the quahty, of 1ts man power Dr Hencourt, bemg a
phy sees the ¥ of combatting the diseases which deplete
the present and lower the vitality of the succeeding generations He
considers the ills of society to be voluntary and involuntary The State
must concern iself with both vanetes.

The nvoluntery ills are tuberculosis and syphilis. The deaths from
tuberculosis rose, m 1913, 10 44 1 every 100, this disease 1s the result
of bad hving conditions, bad air, close confinement, and s0 on The
State must remedy these condinons. He does not advocate the steriliz
mg of, or non marnage of, tubercular parents, His plan of national
salvation requires as many children as possible He advocates, instead,
separating the untamnted children from ther tubercular parents, and
also 1n segregatng tubercular individuals, the State in each case to
hear the expense. The plan will be expensive because the famuly wall
have to be remunerated for the loscs of a workung member He anuc1
pates, however, no objection on the part of the dislocated famihes to
the operation of such a scheme. They wont mund having their children
taken from them mnce they will be reheved of their support. They
will be only too glad to escape the burden of canng for an invahd, es
pecially if they can, in addition, depend on a bonus for the loss of s
services! The State will have to cope, not with objections to this plan,
but with an abuse of its hospitality

So much for Dr Hencourt s opinion of the sanctity of family lifel

Syphulis 13 the second mvoluntary malady Onethird of the French
population 18 affected. Dr Hencourt 15 not dismayed He recommends
an energetic educational campaign, giving full sex knowledge to both
boys and giuls, numerous prophylactic stations, the suppression of
legalized vice, and an exposiion of the harmlessness and the expediency
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of contnence as methods for subdung this disastrous malady

He now comes to the real objects of his attack, alcoholism and
sterihty,—or, rather, the paucity of births He manages, somehow or
other, to trace them both to the same root, femimsm The women
have gotten tired of being domestic drudges and of making home happy
They have sought (he does not say they were obliged to seck) work
outside the home They labor all day in the shops with the men They
come home at might, the men and the women, too, to & cold fireside
They take to drmk to cheer themselves up This results, when there
are any results at all, in the Saturday mght children,’ born of strong
drink, prone to epilepsy, and all manner of crime Strong drink and
femimsm must be suppressed!

The last chapters of this book on secial ills, are devoted to sterlity,
or the paucity of births The voluntary limmation of the family 19
the most hemnous crime agamst the State Dr Hericourt puts all the
blame on the women, forgetting that they really are just reproductive
machmes. The rest of 1t he ascnbes to ecomomic causes,—a false
economy of course he thinks it

The nchest communities, he notes, have the smailest birth rate In
the large towns, the number of abortions equals the number of births
The cause of this phenomena must be the desire of the people to have
more money, either to spend on themselves or on the few children they
have From the point of view of the State, 1t makes no dufference what
their object 13 This 15 a dreadful state of things, but as it exists the
State must exert mself to overcome the economuc obstacle The father
of a famly must have more consideration shown him He must have
votes 1 proportion to the number of his children His taxes must
decrease with the size of his family, and exemptions from mubtary ser
vice must be granted to the fathers of four

Women are to be aided by maternity centers, abortions are to be
severely punished, midwives abolished Illegitimate births are to be
more favorably regarded In short, everything 18 to be done systematic
ally and without undue sentiment, to produce a numerous populafion
of Frenchmen He ends somewhat sadly but with unflagging zeal and
quotes Charles the Bold to the effect that ‘It 18 not necessary to hope
n order to strive, nor to succeed to persevere

Monsienr Rageot 18 & more urbane exponent of the same point of
view He approaches the subject by means of an historical analysis
of the growth of family hfe in 1ts relation to the State Mindful of
the need he has in view, he points out that small famlies are character
1stic of savage tribes and are, therefore, or should be, out of place n
an advanced crvilization He shares Mr Hericourts economrc views
of the subject, and says that the child 1s no longer produced in large
quantines by the French because he 15 a musance instead of a bless-
mg {he State, therefore, must suffer a bonus to families to induce pro-
daction. FEach cluld must hear n its tiny hands a gift from us fary
godmother, Faur France herself Thus equipped, 1t will find a welcome
from 1ts parents who will have time and the inclmation to rhapsodize
over 1ts cradle and say, “Nowhere, my child, my son, except in France
could you have been born.”

Monsieur Rageot makes more concessions to women for their share
1 the work than his predecessor He believes, for example, that the
suffrage should be extended to mothers and restricted to fathers In
other respects, their economuc views are the same He also holds that
women should have, if they are mothers, full commercial and wndividual
freedom. There must be no divorce He thinks men should have a Litle
more freedom than women They can wander a lttle, women may not
No woman with any sense of digmity will fail to recognize the secunty
of her position as the mother of a mans children, even if he does look
about occasionally

Monsicur Rageot adds, for good measure, a moral or, perhaps, it 15
a senumental reason for having large famshes If a child happens to
die, he will be less missed where there are plenty of others to take his
place! This 13 certamnly a precaution that should appeal to those who
are thnfty in thewr emotions.

It may be that these two works are very sane contributions to the
subject. It would be interesting to speculate on what sort of a pation
would be built up on the solid economic lines set forth by these gentle-

men, Mary KNoBLAUCH
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What’s the Use?

By Norma Libbey

“But 1ts no use—Ilook around at everything and see if
anything 15 of any use—-"

There seemed reason enough for the wan, drab woman,
surrounded with wan, drab children, to think just that

What was the use!

To begin at the entrance to the house, it 1s necessary to
present a picture of unspeakable dilapitation  Apparently
a fence enclosed a long row of sheds on the river front of a
western city

Inquiry as to the home of a family brought forth from
several persons a vague motion to “right over there” For
nearly ten minutes I sought the door, the conglomerate boards
that patched the fence giving no mdication that a door might
ever have known the locality

At length a small boy appeared and led me down three
steps to a squalid room Beyond 1t was another room, the
two comprised this alleged “home ”

At a table a girl of four slept, a weary head resting on the
boards where her meager lunch of bread and cold coffee had
a few minutes since been concumed Beside her sat a two year
old m a high chair which had lost a side and the back

“Besides these three, I have four more,” said the woman,
pattmng the head of the youngster who had let me m  “Two
are m school, one 1s 1n the hospital, and the baby 1s there,”
pownting to a wooden soap box m a corner

Mrs B was a woman of refinement, she had once taught
a country school, and known the care of loving parents Then
she marred

1 was eighteen,” she said as she started telling the wretched
story “We had great plans for the future, my husband and I
He was going to work hard, and I should help him, help by
being economical, keeping the house cheerful, and even by
sewing a little for outsiders My husband was on the rail-
road, and hoped to become an engineer

“In less than a year the first baby came I have had eleven
m all After the second one, a year after Billy was born, 1
didn’t want one of them It frightened me at first, because 1
had loved children so, and I felt my wickedness was apparent
to everyone I knew

“I know better now Had 1t not been for the result of the
two babies, their unconscious mfluence in disrupting the home
of a poor man, things would have been very different I was
unable to keep up things i the house Instead of being a help,
I felt I mjured my husband by heaping up expenses which,
slight as they were, taxed to the utmost our slender purse

“Through seven long years I blamed myself for everything
I learned when the third baby was born, four years after we
were married, that my husband had taken to drinking He
would leave home not only evenngs but also on Sundays,
though he knew my strength was unequal to the demands of the
bahies

“Bitterness and resentment crept m  And then came our
greatest quarrel He prepared one Sunday morning to go
away It was necessary, he said, to o1l up the engine on which
he was to travel to a distant town the next morning

“‘But your engne 1s out, 1sn’t 1t?* I enquired

“*No,” he re hed, ‘don’t you thll'lk an engine needs a rest
2 P g
once a week?’

“Is 1t so strange that my thoughts flew to a comparison with
my own circumstances? 1 had all my Iife held to high 1deals
concermng the bringing of fine healthy babies imto the world
The welfare of the world’s civilization depended upon 1t—och
yes, I had talked with all the rest about the importance of such
things' 1 laugh now when I thnk of 1t,” but the woman’s
face was not good to see as her 1ps curled mto a scornful
semblence of a smile “The things I said in those angry
moments did nothing to help the situation, my husband depart
ed 1n a fury and I did not see him again for a month

“But T couldn’t leave hm What would have been the fate
of the three babies had I done so? If they had been older,
or stronger, but 1 needed the scant provisions my husband
provided

“Each succeeding baby had some trouble or other One was
born deaf and dumb, another had an eye affection, and the
others were just httle weaklings Three of them died, and
I have been glad—yes glad They were girls and no mother
who has suffered as I have suffered could be human and wish
for their children another such fate

“Jt was not untif my tenth baby was nearly a year old, and
the eleventh was coming, that T learned I need not have had
so large a family Then I felt even more the tragedy of my
Iife

“I am convinced things would not have gone as they have
had the babies not been so numerous Just now my husband
18 1n the workhouse for three months In the meantime I am
left without the money he could be earning, I cannot leave
the children because they are so young, and so I bring 1n a
little washing and try to get it done with the help of the older
ones when they come home from school

“But 1ts no use—just look around at everything and see
if anything 1s any use!”
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The Malthusian Doctrine Today

By C V Drysdale, D Sc
{Continued)

needs Man’s present intelligence and acqusitions would
enable the number of people which existed in this country a
few centuries back to live in superfluity, man’s future imtel
hgence will no doubt suffice to make the support of the present
population an easy matter We may even concede that the
mtelhgence and capability of the best existing types, if
possessed by everyone, would enable the present population
to be easily supported This 1s no doubt the origin of the
mpression in so many people that mankind could easily pro
duce all that 15 required They see what has been done by a
few more capable individuals, and multiply their achieve
ments by the total population, forgetful of twe important
facts first, that the capability of the mass 13 enormously be
hind that of these mndividuals, and, second, that the success
of these individuals would m most cases only have been
possible because of the incapacity of the mass

The clearest and most important case of this 1s to be seen
i agriculture, where we are constantly told of the wonder
ful results achieved by certam farmers by the adoption of
tensive cultivation and of chemical fertilisers Immedsately,
some optumust of the Prince Kropotkin type proceeds to cal
culate what the production of food would be if all our land
were cultivated on this basis, regardless of the fact thet there
are very few who have the requsite ability, and, more 1m
portant, of the fact that the available fertilisers which make
such a brave show when concentrated m a few small plots,
would make a verv poor one when spread over the total area
It 15 only, therefore, because of the relative mcapacity of the
many that the few are able to show such excellent results

No one who has followed the early hstory of humamty
with 1ts migrations and changes to the nomadic, pasteral,
agricultural and industrial states, can doubt for 2 moment
that the impelling force has been the struggle for exstence
and the search for subsistence No one who has studied the
present conditions of old thickly populated countries such as
China, India and Egypt can fail to realise that their numbers
are absolutely held m check by want of subsistence, and that
httle can be done (except by large schemes of irrigation) ta
enable them to increase No one, agam, who has studied
Malthus and modern vital statistics can fail to recogmse that
there was a decided pressure of population on subsistence m
practically all European countries, at least until the fall of
the birth rate set m, a few years ago We thus see that man
15 the outcome of a struggle for existence which has lasted
throughout the ages of his development from the lower animals,
that he was subject to this struggle durmg all the stages of
his ascent from primitive savagery to civihizahon  We see that
there 1s poverty and want today It 1s perfectly evident that
if population were to increase unchecked there would be a
limit 1n a not distant future Where, 1n the name of common
sense, 1s there room for the 1dea that struggle for existence due
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to overpopulation does not exist today? In so far as the
birth rate has dechined, due to prudence among an as yet
himited mstructed portion of the commumty the pressure has
been mitigated, but there 1s no evidence whatever that the
process has gone far enough to remove it, and M Hardy’s
figures for total food supply and population definitely contra
dict any suggestion that there 1s yet enough for all

WE SHALL RETURN later to the bearing of Darwinism

upon eugenics and other social reforms But, before
leaving the subject at present, it will be well to pomnt out
how absurd 1t 1s to suppose that any reform which does not
tackle the fundamental problem of over reproduction will have
any apprectable effect in improving social conditions The
struggle for existence has always produced a demand for re
forms, and reforms have been continually carried out n all
but a few Eastern countries But all these reforms have been
like tributaries feeding a large river The flow of the river
depends upon them, as progress depends upon reform, but
each stream, however torrential and mmportant 1t may seem by
uself, has very little effect upon the broad, smoothly moving
stream 1t flows into  For socialists, or land reformers, or other
reformers of large ideas to imagine that any of thewr reforms
will come quickly, or appreciably affect the tide of progress,
much less surmount the need for control of births, 1s absurd
i the light of evolution

(To be continued )

Woman: Her Sex and Love Life
FOR MEN AND WOMEN

By WiLLiam J Rosinson, M B

HIS 15 one of Dr Robmson’s most important and
must useful books It 15 not devoted to abstruse
discussions or doubtful theores 1t 1s full of practical
information of vital mmportance to every woman and
through her to every man, to every wife and through
her to every husband
The simple, practical ponts contained n 1ts pages
would render mullions of homes happier abodes than
they are now, they would prevent the disruption of many
a farmly, they show how to hold the love of a man, how
to preserve sexual attraction, how to reman young
beyond the usually allotted age The book destroys
many mjurious errors anod superstitions and teaches
truths that have never heen presented in any other book
before In short, this book not only imparts interesting
facts, 1t grves practical points which will make thousands
of women and thousands of men happier, bealthier, and
more satisfied with lhife Certan chapters or ewen
paragraphs are alone worth the price of the book

Illustrated 412 Pages  Cloth Bound

Order Dhirect

THE CRITIC AND GUIDE

12 West Mt Morris Park New York City
Dr Robmson’s Never Told Tales $1 00

Price $3




20

The Birth Control Review

What You Can Do
for Birth Control

q

1 Come and help us sell magazines at street

meetings

2 Pass the Burth Control Review on to your

friends Make an endless chain of them

THE LOUISE OLIVEREAU CASE
Trial and speech to the jury in Federal Court of Seattle
Wash November, 1917
Proceeds denived from the sale of this pamphlet to be
used for the benefit of political prisoners
64 pages Price 25 cents

Mmnie Parkhurst, Pebhsher
516 Third Avenue West Seattle, Washington.

MARRIAGE
As It was, Is and SHOULD BE By Annie Besant A
new edition of that intensely intereshing Brochure, 25¢
A few copres of No 1, The Scarlet Review, 25¢ each
“The Crucible,” agnostic, samples, 4 different, 10c,
none free.

The responsibility 1s yours

Raymer’s Old Book Store

1330 FirsT AVENUE SEATTLE, WaAsH

Birth Control Organizations

IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES

The Federation of Neo Malthusian Leagues
Dr Alice Drysdale Vickery, President

CoNsTITUENT BobiES

ExcLanp (1877) —The Malthuman Lesgue. Secretary,
Bmnie Dunlop, 48 Broadway, Westmunster, London, S.W
Periodical, The Malthusian.

Horranp (1885) —Be Nieuw Malthusiaansche Bond. Secretary,
Dr J] Dutgers, 9 Verhulststraat, Den Haag. Penodical, Hes

elluklag Huisgenin.
Germany (1889) —Sozmal Harmonische Verein. Secretary, Herr
M Hausmeister, Stuttgart. Periodical, Die Seunale Harmome.

France (1895) —G Hardy, 29 Rue Pixerecourt, Pans. Pen
odical, Generation Consciente

(1904) —ILaga Espanola de Regeneracion Humana. Secre-
Senor Lms Bulf, Calle Provenza, 177, Pral. la, Bar

celonn. Peniodical, Sa.lu y Fuerza.

Bercium  (1906) — Ligue Neo-Malbusienne.
Fernand Mascaux, Echevin, Courcelles.

SwrtzerLaND (1908) —Groupe Malthumien. Secretary, Valentn
Grandjean, 106 Rue des Eaux Vives, Geneva. Permodical,
La Vie Intime

BoHEMIA AustRIA (1901) — Secretary, Michael Kacha, 1164
Zizhov, Prague Penodical Zadruhy

Portucal. —E  Silva, Jumior, L da Memona, 46 r/e, Lishon.
Peniodicel, Paz ¢ Liberdade

Brazi.  (1905) —Seccion Braslena de Propaganda. Secretanes,
Manuel Moscosa, Rua d'Bento Pires 29, San Pablo, Antomo
Domuniguez, Rue Vizcande de Moranguapez 25, Rio de Janenio

Cusa  (1907) —Seccion de Propaganda. Secretary, Jose Guards
ola, Empedrado 14, Havana

SwepeN (1911) —Sallskapet for Humamtar Barnalstring. Pres-
1dent, Mr Hinke Bergegren, Vanadisvagen 15, Stockllolm, Va.

ItaLy (1913) —Lega Neomalthusmana Italiana Via Lamarmora 22,
Tunn Penodical, L'Educezione Sessuale

Armica.—Ligue Neo-Malthusienne, Maison du Peuple, 10 Rampe
Magenta, Alger

Spain

Secretary, Dr

IN THE UNITED STATES
ANN AsBor, MicE.—Mrs. L. A. Rhoads, 1318 Forest Court.
Bangor, Me—Dr P E. Luce, 40 Central Street
Boston, Mass—The Buth Control League of Massachusestes.
P O Box 1358. Mrs. Oakes Ames, president.
PHiLApELPHIA, Po—Dr L. A. Young, 5152 Haverford Avenue.
Caicaco, It.—The Citizen’s Commuttee on Famuly Limitation.
» Mrs. B. E. Page, 521 Longwood Ave., Glencoe, Il
CreveLAND, Omio —Burth Control League of Ohio Mrs. A W
Newman, 10601 Ashbury Avenue, secretary
Derrorr, MicH —Mrs. Jessic A. Rene, 919 Brooklyn Avenue.
Evzasers Ciry, N C— Mr and Mra. W O Saunders.
Harrisaurc, Ps —George A Hemnng, 1804 Penn Street.
Los Anceres, CAL—Dr T Percival Gerson.
MnearoLis, MiNN —The anea Birth Control League
cent Avenue, N., secretary

Mra. Helen . Thomsen, 1208
New Yorx
The Committee of One Thousand Dr Ira S. Wile, 230 W
97th Street, chawrman.
Internattonal Burth Control League Dr Wm. J Robiusen,
President, 12 Mt. Morns Park West.
The National Burth Control League. 200 Fifth Avenue.
Mrs. Maxwell Hyde,
The Woman's Commuttee of One Hundred Mrs. Amos Pm-
yoluehot, cl}l,nn'nnn, 9 EIA: 8l1st Street. w
ntary Parenthood ague, 206 Broadway Mary Ware
Dennett, Dmector
Prrrssurce, Pa—The Buth Control League of Western Penn-
sylvama, Rita F Stem, 924 Mellon St, Pittsburgh, Pa,

secretary

Porteand, Ore—The Birth Control League of Portland Mrs.
J R OQatman, 549 Fifth Street, secretary

Rapnor, Pa—The Main Line Branch of the National Burth Con-
trol League —Mrs. Walter M. Newkurk, sccretary

Rocmester, N Y —A. 1 Howser, 227 Parsells Avenue.

Sr Lours, Mo—Grece Anderson, City Dispensary, 1ith and
Chestnut_Streets.

St Paur, MINN —The Minnesota State Buth Consrol League
Secretary Mrs. Grace M Keller, 230 Vernon Ave, St. Panl.

San Francisco, CaL.—The Birth Control League of San Francisco,
239 Geary Street. Margaret McGovern, pres

S ekhunas 516, Thurd e, e ‘é’i’;‘"" %,f::g oy

arkhurst, ve. West, tle,

Summrr, N J—Rev Frankhn C, Doan sooretary

Wasmincror, D C.—The Burth Control League of the Distnct of
Colur:ltbw. Mrs. Anna Wexler, 1926 New Hampshire Ave,
preardent.




