BIRTH "
JULY

CONTROL 1w
R [Vl Ew We Chanse

The Law?

Dedrcated to \VVoluntary Motherhood —Page 8

Must She Always Plead in Vain?

You are a nurse—cant youtell me? For thechildren's sske—hep me!”
—Hard Facts nage 12



The Burth Control Reuview

THE BEACON

[Mad Order Book Service]

Dffersto assist discnmmating book buyers,
those who are remote from big book cen-
ters, as well as others

Speciahizing in the mail order service, we can
assure our patrons o unusua promptness
and carein délivery and o infinite ndivad
ual attention to their wishes

Wetake pleasurein sending regularly, to any-
one interested, our Monthly Bulletin o
Books, covering variousfieldsd hterature
Specia facilities for securing out o print
and foreign books Correspondence in
vited

THEBEACON

[Mail Order Book Service]
134 Montague St, Brooklyn, N Y

|

THE MODERNIST

Edited by James Waldo Fawcett

RADICAL IN POLICY, INTERNATIONAL IN SCOPE

OPPOSED TO COMPROMISE, PLEDGED TO TRUTH
A FORUM FOR ACTIVE MINDS AND VITAL ART
A BETTER AND FREER MAGAZINE

CONTRIBUTORS INCLUDE

George Bernard Shaw
John Haynes Holmes
Horace Traubel

Rose Pastor Stokes
Wilham Bayard Hale
Louse M Kueffner
Ehsabeth Freeman

Eugene V Debs
Sen Katayama

Art Young
Corham B Munaon
Blanche Watson
Sarah N Cleghorn
Aaron Goodelman

Price 15 Centsper Copy—$1 50 per Year

Send stamps for sample copy NOW

THE MODERNIST
25 East 14th Street

A Monthly Magazmme of Modem Artsand Letters

DEVOTED TO THE COMMON CAUSE OF TOILING PEOPLES

New York City

Ji—

Books On Birth Control and Kindred Subjects:

Min and Woman— By Havelock Ellis  The
book which reveals to each other Women

and Men asthey are.——ccee crecmameaaee _$2

Parenthood and Race Culture—By C W Sa-
leeby A Scientific Treatise m Popular
Style for Parents and Prospective Parents--

The Century of the Child.—By Ellen Key An
Itumination o the Child’s PI ace in Socerty

Heredity —By Thompson A Study in Hered:-
tary Influence from the Eugemc Standpornt

Population and Birth Contrel A Symposrum
by Willlam J Robinson, Achille Lona,
Charles V Drysdale, Ludwig Quessell, Eden
Paul, Edward Bernstein, D Dunlop, R
Manschke, 3 H Halford and ¥ W Stella
Browne, edited by Eden and Cedar Paul—___

What Every Mother Should Know—By Mar-
garet Sanger A Book That Teaches the
Mother How to Tell the Truth of Sex of
the Cluld  Paper, 28¢, clothooee o __

Limutation of Offspring —By William | Robin-
son Answers All Arguments Against Birth
Control

The Sex Side of Lafe —By Mary Ware Dennett
A plam talk to young people—— .

275
150
3.50

300

50

25

List of Referenceson Barth Control —By Theo-
dore Schroeder  Bibliography 1,400
Books, Articles and Pamphletsecomaeeoo——

The Small Fanuly System —By C V Drysdale
An Argument for Birth Control from Moral,
Ethical and Health Standpoints___ .- __-.

The Love Rights of Women— By Havelock
Eggj A Book That Every Man Should
Read -._ -

The Objects of Marriage —By Havelock Ellis
A Reverent, Inspiring View of the Conjugal
Relation

Uncontrolled Breeding —By Adelyne More A
Startling Scientific Treatise on Overpopu-
lation as the Cause of Waroo oo _______

Small or Large Families?—By Dr C V Drys-
daleand Havelock Ellis  Barth Control from
the Individual, Racral and Moral Stand-
points Birth Control and War—..__.__.____

What Every Girl Should Know —By Margaret
Sanger Sex Instruction for Adolescent
Garls In Plain, Sxmple Language Paper 25¢
cloth _.___

35

150

100

100

50
BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW, 104 Fifth Avenue New Yok City




THE BIRTH CONTROL ‘REVIEW

MARGARET SANGER
Edtor

VoL III

DEDICATED TO VOLUNTARY
MOTHERHOOD

NEW YORK, JULY, 1919

Fifteen Cemts A Copy
$150 A Year

No 7

Vanderlip's Speech—A Warning Note

An Editorial by Margaret Sanger

HE BIRTH CONTROL MOVEMENT in America has
heretofore centered its Interest upon two pomts The
first of these is woman's freedom The other is relief for the
economically oppressed workers through limitation of off
spring
This has been the movement's development in most coun
tries, except England  There 1t has been very definitely based
upon the principle that failure to control the birth rate con
scrously and sufficiently has a constant tendency to permit the
population to increase beyond the food supply This s the
first of what may be called the two principal tenets of the
English movement The second is that over population is the
first and most fruitful source of Ignorance, pauperism, dis
ease and crime  Around these two principal points the advo
cates of Birth Control in England have waged their battle

NGLISH STATESMEN and economasts, however, are keen

ly conscious that Britain 1s over populated It 15 a mat

ter whach is discussed constantly by press, politician and pub

licist  America is a newly developed country  The overcrowd

g of population has not yet made atself so greatly felt For

this reason, perhaps, the advocates of Birth Control have had

less direct interest in this phase of the matter than have the

advocates of the same doctrine in the tightly packed United
Kingdom

It required the World War to awaken us to this phase of the
general problem Conditions revealed by thrs struggle and 1ts
aftermath make it impossible for American believers in Birth
Control to leave out of consideratron, hereafter, the relation
between population and its means of subsistence

Of all those who have written and spoken upon problems
arising out of the war, none has called our attention so plamly
and emphatically to the foodquestion as Frank A Vanderlip,
until recently head of the City National Bank of New York
one d the most powerful financial mstitutions 1n the country
In an address delivered May 26, which stirred the press of the
country into a hysterical discussion that has not yet run its
course, Mr Vanderlip directed attention to some of the most
significant facts m the European situation In all the babble
of discussion that has followed, no newspaper has yet com
mented upon the fundamentals pointed out by the financier
None of the editorial writers was able to discover that the

vital points in the address were those which dealt with the Eu
ropean food situation, as 1t arises out of over population

HERE ARE SOME OF THE facts which Mr Vanderlip
brought out

Europe has imncreased 1ts population since the Napoleon
1c wars from 175000000 to 440 000000 Now lust think of
those figures—1750000000 to 440000,0000 Now Europe
did not become any more productive She probably does
not raise a very great amount more food than she did a
hundred years ago How has she fed those people? ”

The Briuish government will have to get five or six mil
lion. Englhishmen out of England and nearer to the source
of the food supply It 1s that fact that we must grasp, that
these industries must he kept going in these highly indust
rialized European countries 1if the people are to hve Take
England — the most thickly populated country in the world—
700 to the square mile They have bwlt up that whae
1sland 1nto an industiial ¢commuomity that can hive only by
selling abroad a great part of the product of the factories
and with the proceeds of that export buymmg more raw
material and the foods for the population

English industry has made a red ink overdraft on the
future by underpaying labor so that it did not receive
enough to live efficiently and you know that an the mull
towns of England there grew up a secondary race of under
fed uneducated undeveloped people Well England has
got to pay the overdraft now She found that a third of
her men o mlitary age were unfit for mulitary service
One of Mr Lloyd Georges most famous utterances was
that You could not make an A | Mhon out of & C 3 popu
lation’ They all see 1t and that different:al (low wages)
which England has had in international trade 1s gone
That 1s not al of it

England must maintain her markets if she 1s to main
tam her population Remember she 1s an mdustrial cam
munity just like an industnial witlage She has this vast
population that her fieldswill not sustain She must bring
1n raw material pass it through her factories sell it abroad
and have margmn enough to get more raw matenal for the
fwd she needs, and she 1s facing the demeralized markets
o Europe

'NI' R VANDERLIP SPEAKS, of course, as a financier But
: whether one 1s a financier, a reformer or a revolutionist,
the facts that he points out are the facts that must be faced
No matter what our theories or our faiths, these facts stand,
they grow imcreasingly ominous, and the necessity that they
be dealt with grows more insistent

What do these facts mean to America—to the people of
America? They mean, first of all, that upon America will
be made increasing demands for food for Europe We have
already been supplying England, France and a great part of
Italy Plans are already under way to "feed Germany' if a
peace satisfactory to those in power, politically and com
mercially, 18 made



We how, too, that while supplymng food to England and
France, we went through a perrod of scarcity and unprece
dented high prices Weh ow that this peried was also marked
by high mortaiity among the civihan population  Witness
for mstance, the influenza epidemic

T ISALSO TO BE remembered that America, hke England,

as long as this nation depends upon present means of pro
duction and distribution, wali be forced to seek more and nore
markets and sources of raw matenals What else 1s the mean
g oOf the expansiort of the Unmited States within the last gene
ration” \Why have we taken over Hawau, the Philippines,
Porto Rico, and why have we virtually held a protectorate over
Cuba? Why 1s American capital SO nterested m Mexico?
Why 1s 1t that we go to South America for much of our meat
supply —and only within the past few years? Why do Am
encan packers control much of the cottle and most of the
packmg industry in South America® What 1s the meanng
of our heavy mmportations of rice? |Sour situation different
from that of England, except i degree?

A look at our population statisties may shed some hght
upon the question |n 1880 our populat~onwas a hitle over
50,000,000 Ten years later it had mcreased t0 approximately
63,000,000 In 1900 1t was appro —tdy 76,000,000 In
1910 1t lacked hut a few thousand of 93,000,000 Now it 1s
eshimated at 106,000,000 It has more than doubled itself m
thirty exght years The rate of mcrease for the twenty years
between 1890 and 1910 was approxmnately 21 per cent. At
this rate, we will have 200,000,000 people m 1950! Whule

only a generation ago, we began reachmg out for mmperts to
add to the stock of foods produced at home

T IS WELL UNDERSTOOD that one of the causes of the

World War was the rapid mcrease mm the German and
Russian populations. The Gernan populat~ongrew from
41,000,000 m 1871 to 67,000,000 in 1918 It mcreased 60
per cent m forty seven years and made a world cataclysm
mevitable because it did not produce sufficient food to sustam
its tremendously inereasmg numbers

It took Russia, with the highest blah rate in Europe, forty
years—from 1871 to 1911—to mcrease her population 77
per cent In but 338 years, we have more than doubled our
own population |t took Japan sixty five years to double her
population, and her government has been makmg a studied
effort to mcrease the number of Japanese

In view of these facts, it 1s lngh ume for people living 1n
America to give careful attenhon to the population problem.
It 1s especially important that those of us who advocate Blah
Control should at once begin to nake an intensive and exhaus
tive study of the subject |f England, with the most extensive
colomal System i the world at her command, cannot take care
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of her few tightly packed milhons, what will be the state of

affairs when the Umted States, youngest, most powerful and
most rapidly growing of the nations, with N0 more colomes to

take except by force, Shal have 200,000,000 or 300,000,000
people?

Street Meetings Great Success

THE FIRST OPEN AIR BIRTH CONTROL meetings ever

held in New York City are turning out to be peat suc-
cesses  The close attention paid by the audiences and the size
of these andiences, compared with those of other meetings in
the same neighborhoods, indicate that there 1s a greater nter
est 1 Burth Control than n any other subject now bemg dis-
cussed at street meetings

George Swasey has been the spesker at all the meetings thus
far Mr Swasey recently addressed many outdoor audiences
upon the same subject 1n England

At the tune THE BIRTH CoNTROL REVIEW goes to press, the
followmg open air discussions have been held 137th street
and St Nicholas avenue, 400 people, 181st street and St. Nich
olas avenue, 1,000, 125th street and Seventh avenue, 400,
Seventh street and Avenue A» 300, Tenth sireet and Avenue
A, 500

The meetings will be continued and 1t 15 expected that here
after they will be a part of the regular Birth Control propa
ganda
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The Neo-Malthusian Idea

By B Liber, M D, Ph D

ALTHUS PUBLISHED HIS "Essay on the Princaple of
Population” mn 1798 In this work he laid down the
principle that should human beings be alowed to multply
without check, their number would increase n a far greater

proportion than their supply o food

Thas Increase must be checked and is bemng checked all the
time by epidemics, Qsease, poverty, wars, etc

Malthus came to the conclusien that the best way to pre
vent over populahon was by means through which humanity
should not suffer, that is through preventive obstacles

Although Malthus and his followers had many opponents,
none has yet succeded 1n overthrowing his law and tus |ogical
conclusions Some radicals believe that under more normal
social conditions, the land could nourish an mdefinite number
of human beings, and that scientific progress could mncrease
sufficiently the productivity of the land They do not think
to what tremendous figures the populahon, left free, would
amount A normal woman between the ages of 16 to 45 years,
can give birth to sixteen children Such a couple would give
to the world 10,000 descendants after one hundred years Two
hundred years later, theirr progeny would amount to fifty mal
lions Every eight years the population would double But
even if we suppose that women between 20 and 40 years,
would bear, on the average, but six children, the populahon
would still be three times 1ts eriginal density after twenty five
years If every woman should bear but three children, the
population would be doubled m forty five years, which means
that Europe, mm nmety years, would have one billion wnhab:
tants

ALTHUS THEORIES WLL remamn true under single

socialism Or anarchism, because the surplus popu

lation will aways brimg trouble and musery and eventualy
destroy the order of any society

The best preventive obstacle advised by Malthus was ab

stentron from sexual intercourse for those unable to feed and

educate therr_ children properly_ He called it "moral re
stramt.” This 15 Malthusianism

From 1t was derived Neo Malthusiamsm, which a more
practical, as it recogmzes continence t0 be mmpossible for a
long ttme m the average, normal, mature man and woman It
teaches the people to use means to prevent conception

In 1818, James S Mall expressed the 1dea that it would be
well t0 find anti-conceptional means

In 1822, Frameis Place emphasized this necessity much
stronger m his writings

In 1826, Richard Carlyle published a booklet mdicating
preventive methods "' The Book of Every Woman™

In 1832, Robert Dale Owen (son of Robert Own), pub
hshed a similar book called ** Moral Physology

In 1833, Dr Charles Knowlton, of Boston, brought out a

book,—"Fruits of Philosophy,"" which explamed preventive
means in a more exact manner than former works

In 1854, appeared the epech making book **Elements of So
cial Science”” or “Physical, Sexual and Natural Religion,” by
Dr George Drysdale

TWENTY YEARS LATER, the followmg event had, for
England and for the world, a great sigmficance Apply

mg the so-called Lord Campbell's Act, an English Court sen
tenced Cook, a bookseller of Bristol, to two years in jail for
sellmg Dr Knowlton's book

This fact aroused the generous journalist, Charles Brad
laugh and the talented Annie Besent, who, i order to brmg
the mjustice of the law to the attention of the publ, chal
lenged the courts by openly advertismg and sellmg Dr Knowl
ton's book The trials took place i 1877, after which the
accused were finally acquitted  The barth rate in England has
decreased remarkably since then One of the reasons for this
was the foundation of the Neo Malthusian | eague and mn 1879,
the monthly publication of “The Malhusien,” which appears
yet and sends to everyone, everywhere, iformatien concern
ing preventive methods, except to the Unued States, because
of our restrictive laws regarding this matter

Dr Charles R Drysdale, Dr Alice Vickery, and Dr Reyn
olds, are among the most promment and restless Neo Mal
thusian propagandists

If we leave England, the cradle of Malthusianism and Neo
Malthusiamsm, we find that 1z Holland, Van Houten, later
Member of the Dutch Government, wrote a series of articles
on prevenhon as early as 1877, and that the Neo Malthusian
League won offictal recognition in 1895 At present* the
League gives regular contracephve consultations free of charge
to everybody

In Germany, Dr Mensinga mvented a good preventwe, and
Helena Stoecker published “Neue Generazion” Another Ger
man periodical 1n sympathy with Neo Malthusiamsm 1s ' Sex
ual Probleme”

The propaganda goes on mn Sweden i spite of the fact that
afew years ago Dr Nystroem was fined for a lecture on antz
conceptional methods

THE PEOPLE IN FRANCE anticipated the Nec Malthusian
propagandists, they were Neo Malthusians before the
movement was created  Perhaps the most energetic fighter for
the free distribution of preventives and for the sexual rights
of women wasthe great teacher, scholar and philosepher, Paul
Robin, who died a few years ago It 1s due to lum that mn
France, previous to the war, mass meetings on the subject were
held every day, that consultations were given freely and that
the Frenchmen, 1 the last years, were flooded with Neo Mal

*This was written i 1914, although not published until now



thusian literature, which easily counteracts the propaganda in
favor of a surplus of population constantly but vainly made
by the authorities and by rich and rel:gious hypocrites, who,
themselves, are chaldless, or never have more than two chil
dren

The most Important French periodical on the subject was
“Generation Consciente,” which appeared regularly before the
war

In Belgium "' Procreatlon Consciente” was published

In Switzerland, the Deputy, Grandjean, published "La Vie
Intime "

In Spamn, Bulfi propagates Neo Malthusran 1deas through
"Salud y Fuerza®

Italy, where a much needed propaganda goes on, was stirred
a few years ago by the trial o a woman who had distributed
the booklet, “L’Arte da Non Far Figl ”

Even in Russia, at a convention o physicians several years
ago, the majority advocated for everybody the right to dis
tribute preventive methods openly

There exists a “Neo Malthusian International
whose secretary 1s Dr Rutgers, d Holland

In the United States we had a few fine fighters such as
Dr Foote, Moses Harman and Dr W ] Hobinson We
may add the elder Dr Abraham Jacoby, who has shown much
sympathy to Neo Malthusian ideas The writer of these lines
has done hts share among the Jewish population since 1904
But the first person to openly and publicly give preventive
means, affronting our laws, was Mrs Margaret Sanger

Now, what are, briefly, the arguments for and against Neo
Malthusiamism, which has been accused of producing race sm
cide, but which really improves the race’

Bureau,"

FIRST , SOME RADICALS, espectally the unmerried ones,
object to Neo Malthusianism, because they fear that 1m

mediate work for this :dea would retard the realization of their
hopes for a social change The contrary 1s true, and 1t seems
to me that radicals should fight for the mght to it their off

spring more than for any other immediate reforms The
Socialists aways help the workers win theirr strikes, they
should not forget that the mogt effective general strike of the
working people 1s to beget fewer children  And, to the be
lievers 1n direct action, | wish to say that nothing 1s a more
direct action than this suppression of a large number of
workmgmen who become the "'reserve army™* to replace strik

ers, to fill up the unemployed ranks and the bread lines

Those who always wished the poor to breed many children
were the masters and theirr supporters This, alone, ought
to he suficient reason whv the workers should restrict their
offspring  The capitabist class 1n France worships the two
children system for iself Some wealthy women there went
so far as to mutilate their bodies 1n order to be certamn
that they would not bear children, the 20,000 expensive cas
trations, the 40,000 removed ovaries of the rich women of
France within a few years, are proof of this This number
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would have been multiphied, were 1t not for the bad physical
results of such mutilations But nevertheless, the French Bour
geowsie clamour agamnst the harmless prevenuves used by the
poor

The representatives of religion also encourage the people to
follow "Gods law™ and to multiply continually But all re
ligions have always considered woman as a breeding machine
and nothing else

We know that one of the causes why women, as a class, are
more reactionary than men, 1s the large number of children
they must bear and breed This endavesthem more than any
thing else  The sames, to a certain extent, true o the men, as
they, knowing their responsibility to a heavy famuly, cannot
fight freely for their rights on the economc field

That the large number of future men are intended as 'Ka
nonenfutter” we have seen numberless times in history
This fact was expressed clearly by the great, gemal and prac
tical bandit, Napoleon |, who after a battle, when somebody
deplored the death of thousands o soldiers, said n a lacome
way Pans will replacethem in one mght!”

UT THE SURPLUS OF POPULATION 1s not needed only

as cannon fodder, 1t 1s needed 1n peacetime as food for

capital, in the giant canmbalistic mdustry to our modern so
clety

To the people at large more children means more musery,
more |gnorance, more disease

We aretold  “Prevention 1s against nature”' But do we
follow nature in everything else? And why should we wait
until nature, which 1s, of course, indifferent to our mdividual
fate, regulates our lives?

We are also told that prevention 1s an antisocial act |
consider 1t the most social act But supposing it were anti
social, | am convinced that we owe society nothing if 1t does
nothing to make our lives comfortable

But such objections cannot come from those who know what
a great responszbclzty @ s to have a chrld, from these who
know that we are not dumb and irresponsible amimals nor
from those who have observed that birds, before they decide
to have little ones, prepare a good nest and assure themselves
that the surroundings will give them food for their offsprng
Does man always have a nest and food prepared for his chal
dren?

To have more children means to divide the same bread (as
nobody earns more as a result of the increase of the famly),
the same shelter, the same clothes, the same time of the mother,
mto more and smaller parts, it means often many successive
artificial (socalled “criminal”) abortions, and it means also
to augment the cases o consumption and feeble mndedness m
soclety

It has been demonstrated that where the barth rate decreases,
mortality decreases in about the same proportion

NE OF THE DEEPEST, most Important causes of the
present war was undoubtedly the too rapid increase of
the population of Ger many
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In 1876 the hirth rate of Germany was 41 per 1,000 popnla
uon  Only lately there has been a reduction to 28, but the
surplus, which has been partly relieved by emigration, could
not be relieved sufficiently Compare with France, with a
birth rate of 21, and with England, 25

We hear from hme to time of famous men who have origin
ated from large families They are exceptions, but assuming
that this were the rule, what does the majority of the people
care for great writers, panters, musicians O scientists if pov
erty does not even permut them to hear of theu works?

There are harmless means to prevent cenception, Why should
they not be allowed to circulate freely? To be sure, they will
not always be successful, but they will be so in the majoruy
of the cases

While Neo Malthusianism alone cannot solve the social ques
tien, 1t brings to the people more health, more happmess, more
mtelligence, more mdependence, a better physical and moral
education,—but what 1s more Important, a places in the
hands of woman a means which helps her emancipate herself
and makes her mustress of her own body, she becomesfree to
bear or not to bear a child, at her choice

MilitaristsWant More Children

RHAPS NO COUNTRY, aside from our own, is advanc
g a more chauvimstic program at the present time than

France Advocates of Increased population, most of whom are
childless deputies, fossilized professors and pious clergymen,
are shamelessin thexr demand that the burden of inereasmg the
population be thrown upon the workers One physician, at
least, has attracted attention by advocating that all girls over
twenty be impregnated, artificially or otherwise, and that the
process be repeated until every woman capable o bearmng a
child brings forth at least four

At Jeast the American tendency 1s more decent, since 1t S€ems
to be toward urging the muddle and wealthier classes to take
theu share of tus burden But 1t iS noticeable that those who
urge women to breed, are men, or imperialistic mmded women,
t0 whom consciously OF unconsciously MOre babies are but
material 1n the gréat game of personal or national aggrandize
ment

In England, due to the mfiuence of the Labor Party, the
tendency seems to be more toward sanity Many of the advo
cates, however, seem to be clinging to the “superior race"
theory They are, rightly, workmng for what they term an A 1
population, and the elimmation of the C3 population While
many advocates believe n this policy for the betterment of
humanity and the happiness of women and children, others see
1 1f but a tool for continued dommnation of the earth British
labor has no sentiments 1n this direction, nor have Dr C Kil
lick Millard, Dr Truby King, or other mfluential advocates of
Barth Control

ast rendered invaluable service by his championship of

DR SALEEBY, A WELL KNOWN eugemst, who has m the
P
the nght to employ contraceptive devices, now comes forward

in the New Statesman with the 1dea that what England needs 1s
greater numbers 1n order to keep the Empire imtact, to hold
present possessions, to rule the wo-Id, and protect itself from
ncurstons of more overcrowded nations

Dr Saleeby further advocates the rap:d population of the
earth with the Anglo Saxon stock, by an accelerated birth rate
m the Dominions, by emigration from crowded quarters o the
Empire {emigration of white stock), and by State maintenance
and assistance to poor parents and theu children His argu
ment hinges itself on the threadbare theory that the Anglo
Saxons have special gifts as celonizers and administrators, and
that the best thing for humamty 1s that the major portion of
the earth should be under the guardianship of this God gifted
race!

HE GERMANS WERE SAID to have this same 1dea before
the war, and the British resented 1t It now appears con
clusively that this resentment was nothing but envy and jeal
ousy Just what Ireland, India and Egypt think of such theor
1¢s 15 NOW being demonstrated in those countries
Further, we fall to see just what Interest an English woman
has i spending all her hife mn pregnancy that future genera
tions of Anglo Saxons shall coerce the world “in the way it
should go™” Ths ""benevolence” coupled with militarism, has
brought the world to the brink of destruction The English
workers are learning this, along with the workers everywhere
Therr Interests he with theu own class, not with the imperial
1sts” ambitien  If such ideas as those advanced by Dr Saleeby
should materialize, the Anglo Saxons would indeed be leading
m another dance of death

BUT A LIGHT HAS DAWNED upon a new world order,
this hight 1s not confined to the Anglo Saxon race, to Eu
rope as a continent, nor to men as a sex |t has reveded the

truth thaft nohneoplze, no class, no sex, has a right to rule over
another 0T the sake of _ . profit or pleasure

|nstead of a future, wheremn unlimited numbers of Anglo

Saxons walk, lash in hand, driving men of other shades of
color and opmmon to do theirr bidding, 5 fawer number of just,

honest, fine souled men and \yomen from every country should
advance shoulder to shoulder, to solve therr common prob
lems The way of Dr Saleeby 1s the way to destruction The

way of the common man and woman 1s *he way to a new mter
national order

VOLUNTEER'

Volunteers are needed to sell The Birth Control Re-
wview mn both New York City and other cities. A few
women interested in the movement are selhng the maga-
zine On the streets daly m New York City -Anyone
willing to help mn this work should commumicate with
Ehzabeth Colt, m care of The Birth Control Review,

104 Fdth Avenue, New York City
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How Shal We Change The Law

By Margaret Sanger

PPALLING SITUATIONS revealed every day mdicate all

too plamly that in cases where a woman's disease 18 &
fected by pregnancy, the medica msttutions and climcs
of New York State are accomphishing nothmg to reheve those
diseased conditions \Where the disease 1s tuberculosis, syphilis
or some other orgamc malady which is aggravated by preg
nancy, WOmen appeal i vam for instruction concernmg con
traceptives  Physicians are wilhing to perform abertions
where they are pronounced necessary, but they refuse to direct
the use of preventives which would make the abortions un
necessary The dmost mvariable reply to the appeals o therr
women patients is "' can't do it—the law does not permut 1t
Recent mquiries made d physicians leave no doubt as to
the accuracy of ths statement Medical practitioners are
heawily handicapped—especially m institutional and public
work—hy Section 1142 o the New York State law which pro
hibits anyone whatsoever from communtcatmmg to any person
mformation concermng contracephves.

ECOGNIZING THIS condition of affawrs and the tre
mendous evils t0 mmdividual women, to chaldren and to the
whole socaal body, various groups and orgamzations have at
tempted, 1 the past four or five years, to secure amendmentsto
the law

Within the Birth Control movement there have been two dis
tmct op1ons as to what sort of an amendment should be ur ged
One opmmon has favored what has bezn called the “unlumated
hill”  This measure would so amend thelaw asto permat any
one who chose to do so to impart mformahon concermig con
tracepuives to anyone who washes it. It would accomplish this
end simply by stniking the words "' prevenhon of conception”
out of Section 1142 The amendment favored by other Birth
Control advocates would allow doctors, and possibly md
wives and NUrses, to wnstruct 1n the use of contraceptives,

The tune has now come to analyze both of these proposed
plans and make up our mnds finally and definitely whrch one
we should support In arriving at our conclusion we must
consider both what kind of an amendment 1t 1s pessible t0 ob-
tam i the present state o the pablic mind, and, most of all,
what 1s best for those who are gomg to apply for the mforma
hon, once 1t 1s made available.

M Y | NTEREST IN THE proposed amendments 15 to see

American womanhood freed from forced matermty
Which o these bills will best bring about that hiberation?
How shall this mformahon be gven 1o order that the woman
who receves 1t may be sure of obtammng the results desired?
Will thus end be served by permutting svery one to give the m
formation, regardiessdf age or condition—physical, mental or
economi¢? Do we desire that everyone, regardlessof scientafic

knowledge, experience or ability, shall have the right to adwse
as to the use of means o preventmg conception?

Personaly, | object to the so-called “unlmuted ball” |y
objection, however, isnot the usual one, that it would increase
mmmorality | do not believe that a umversal knowledge of
contraceptiveswould lead to immerality On the other hand,
| do believethat when instruction in the use o contraceptives
1s gven, it should be given by the kmd of persons best smted
by tramming and experience to give it scientifically and accurate
ly If everyoneis permitted tO mmpart mformation, those who
recewve 1t have no guaranty that it is correct or surtable to the

mdividual’s physical requirements Incorrect, unscientific
formation may bring good results i some cases, but it 1s more

likely to cause a vast amount of disappoimntment and anxety

mn others

A BILL WHICH WOULD authorize physicians, nurses and
midwives tO 1mpart information would meet this need.

These classes of persons are equipped with the physiological

and other knowledge to make the results of contraceptives de-

pendable

A second pomt i favor of the Doctor's and Nurse's ball is
that it brings the applicant for contraceptives mto duect touch
with the person giving the mformahon This, of course,
means duect nstructions, and specific information sutable to
the mdinidual case It means that the Important factors of
health, physiological structure, temperament and econommc
cendition can be considered and their requirements accurately
met.

A thud pomt that must not be overlooked 1s that under such
a measureit would be possible to get statishies of cases handled,
methods applied ,and results obtamed. Thus there wall be no
guesswork as to what methods are the most rehable for cer
tam cases Thus, too, wall those who give imstruction .m
prove upon present methods and develop new and superiox
ones A system of dissemmatmg mformatron which depends
largely upon neighbors, fnends and kmdly relatives 15 not
Iikely to gave the best results. Neather 1s @ bikely to unprove
present methods and develop more desirable ones. | do not
believe it to be more advisable to have an anat eur instruetor
1 contraceptives t han to rely upon an amateur dentist or sur-
geon

FI\HE LEGISLATIVE BUREAU o Columbia Umversity,

under the direcion of Samuel McCiure Lindsey, has
drawn the following bill, which m a general way, covers the
ground indicated

“Sec. 1 Sechnon 1145 of Chapter 88 of the laws of 1909, entitled 'An
Act providing for the pumshment of crmme, constituting Chapter 40 of
the Consolidated Laws,’ 1s hereby amended to read as follows

" 1145 Phyecians 1nstruments and wnformazon. An article or mstru-



The Burth Control Review

ment used O apphed by phymcians lawfully practicmg, or by then
direction or preseription, for the care of prevention Of disease, 13 not
an article of 1ndecent O immoral nature O use, within this article. The
supplymg of such articles to such physicians or by theu direction o
prescniphion @ not an offense under this article The gng by a phy
sicaan Or regstered nurse lawfolly practicmg of mformanon or adwice
mn regard to, or the supplying by any person of any arucle or medicine
for, the prevention of conception, & not a violation Of any provimon of
this amicle.

“2. This An shall take effect 1mmediately

W]TH THE INCLUSION of mudwaves among those author

1zed to 1mpart mformation, I believe that this proposed
amendment would be the best possible at this hme [t would
permat those 1 mstitutional and pnvate practice and those m
pubhc health work to gve freely and without fear of prose
cuhon the mfermation which 1s so sorely needed. These are
my persona opmions, based upon my experience as a nurse
and m the Barth Control movement | beheve, however, that
the more these measures are dascussed, the more suggestions
are put forward, the better the results achieved in theend |
would suggest, therefore, thet those mterested, write theu
views to THE Bra CONTROL REVIER

Y oung Japan for Birth Control

R KEIKICH] ISHIMOTO, a young Japanese, has written

the fellowing letter 1n reply to the article “Babres and

Imperialism m Jgpan,”" by Agnes Smedley, whach appeared
i the June issue d this magazine

"Of course | have found very much interest m 1t, (the article)
hut | wash you will also acknowledgethat nearly all the intel-
higent young people m Japan are m favor of Blah Control,
though the government does not Like it.

"| think it 15 my duty to mform Amencans that there s a
great gap between the :deas of young Japanese and old ones
who have promunent positions now  Only the young Japanese
can understand the true meamng Of democracy, hate mli-
tarsm, and belheve i Birth Control  So | dont doubt the
remarkable change of Japan, especially m spunit, mn aefew
years,

“ A SFOR ME, | am very much i favor of Blah Control.

and already have sent a few copies  THE BRTEH Con
TROL REVIE® to my friends in Japan, mcluding a nan m the
Home Affars Bureau. And | intend to recommend ths
doctrme throughout the country after my return one year later
| behieve Japan can meither do any service to human progress,
nor mr-prave her own country, without But h Control.”

Mr Ishumoto |eft Japan last February, so 1s mn a posiion
to know the spmt of his own people. He assured us m a
recert mterview thal America gets only the attude of official
Japan and canmot know Of the new spirt of the nasses of the
Japanese people, which has changed with starthng rapidity
withan the past two years The Japanese are a well educated

people, the hteracy percentage bemg about 95 per cent Al
though labor umions are illegal, new social thought 1s per
meating soctey and a transformation 1s bound to be com
pleted within a few years

The rate of women's progress may be gauged by articles
m various Jowrnals Ferumsm 1s gaiming Impetus, as 1s shown
by suck headlmes as "'Japanese Housewives Must Awaken,”
'Women Must Be Modern,”" "Women Want Equahty,” and
""Schoal Girls Strike.” A group o Tokyo women have started
anew monthly magazne, entitled" The New Women."

Some d the leaders m the new movement are Fup Uyeda,
astudent at the Japan Art School for Women, Miss Taka Taka
nashi, formerly a student at Stanford and Chicago Umiversities,
and Mrs. Yaor Yoshioka, director of the Tokyo Girls Medical
College Some d the reforms which they advocate would do
justice t0 women of America

ASIDE FROM THESE women one cannot forget the part

played by young women a few years ago, before the So
cialist societies were suppressed  Although forbidden by the
police to attend pubhc meetmgs, they waked side by side
with therr comrades, lecturing, distributing literature, organ
1zmg, and gomng to jail A young womean, Suga Kanno, was
secretly tried, with sixteen men comrades, and was sentenced
to deasth She dred smilingly

What this new movement among the women means remains
yet to be seen,  Withm the past three months, at least a dozen
young Japanese have called at THE BIRTH ConTROL REVIEW
office {0 1nvestigate the movement and s methods of work,
with the mtention of returming to thewr own country to spread
it there There are no legal, rehgious or etlucal obstacles in
the way of its advancement. Whth the Japanese women step
pwng out mnto the new day, the movement i1s bound to gamn a
secure foothold.

In England and in America

THE MALTHUSI AN of London, publishes a statement to

the effect that the second editon d Dr Mane Stopes’
booklet on “Wise Paraithood,”” which gives contraceptive m
formation, has been exhausted, and that the third edwion 1s
off the press The Neo-Malthusian League itself circulates
broadly similar practical leaflets on the same subject.

Y & while England, commonly considered the most prudish of
nations, considers this a wise thing to do, America stil cimgs
to h a decadent laws and sends to prison men and women who
attempt to 1nstruct women m the hmmtatton o therr famlies
These laws are not only an insult to the intelligence and
decency Of the American people, but they are confusing 1n theu
wording and mmpheatrens and could have been framed only
by ignorant munds
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Maternitv—A Hazardous Occupation

By Ellen

THE UNITED STATES Department of Labor issued m
1917 a pamphlet entitled Maternal Mortality, from all
Conditions Connected uuth Chuldbirth n the Untied States and
Certain Other Countries This document brings to light two
astonishing facts (1) The death rate from all conditions
caused by child birth i the United States 1s very high, both
as compared with other diseases such as typho~dnd diphther
12, and as compared with the death rate in foreign countrles
(2) This death rate 1s not decreasing, while the death rate
from other preventable diseases 1s rapidly growing smaller

The tremendous danger of the situation revealed mm this
bulletn becomes evident only when we bear in mind that the
lhife d the infant depends largely on the life d the mother,
and that a high maternal death rate means a high infant death
rete as well

OLLOWING ARE A FEW startling facts set forth
(1} In 1913, the death rate per 100,000 populat~on,
from all conditions caused by childbirth, was little lower than
that from typho~dever, this rate would be almost quadrupled
if only the group of the populat~orwhich can be affected,
women of child bearing age, were considered

(2) In 1913, childbirth caused more deaths among women
15 to 44 years old, than any disease except tuberculos~s

(3) The death rate, due to this cause, 1s almost twice as
high 1n the colored as m the white populat~on

(4) Only two of a group of fifteen Important foreign
countrles show hagher rates from this cause than the rate in the
reglstration area of the Umited States The rates of three
countrles, Sweden, Norway and Italy, which are notably low,
show that low rates for these diseases are attamnable

(5) The death rates from conditions caused by child
birth for the registration area of this country apparently are
not falling to any great extent

During the thirteen years from 1900 to 1913 they have
shown no demonstrable decrease These years have been
marked by a revelution in the control o other preventable
diseases, such as typho~ddiphtheria and tuberculos~s During
that time the typho~date has been cut m half, the rate from
tuberculos~smarkedly reduced, and the rate from diphtheria
brought to less than one half

(6) In the provisional birth registration area m the United
States for 1910, for every 154 babies born alive, one mother
lost her hife, m Belgium, for every 172 babies born alive,
one mother lost her hife, in Spain, for every 175 babies alive,
and i Sweden, for every 430 babies born alive, one mother
lost her Iife

(7) The rates m each year are higher for the larger cities
of the registration states than for the smaller eities and rural
districts

A Kernnan

AS STATISTICS OF causes of death are available only for
a certam portion of the Unied States, included 1n the 0
called "death reglstratlon area, which contamns only about
65 per cent of the populat~on,and sinee even these statishics
are mcomplete, owing to inefficiency of enforcement of exist
mg laws, 1t 1s evident that the number of deaths from these
causes 1s much underestimated It 1s also probable that the
death rate m the portions of the United States not included
m the death registration area 1s much higher than mn the 65
per cent of the populat~onncluded, as the omitted portions
are chiefly southern states and rural districts of the western
states
The method o computation o death rates which gives the
clearest picture of the hazards of childbirth 1s that which
takes into account only the women giving barth to children in
that year This 1s the method in use m a large number of
foreign countrles, but on account of the lack o accurate birth
reglstration, it has not been used in computing rates for the
United States Only for states in the provisional birth re
gistration area (this area includes only the New England States,
Pennsylvama, Michigan, New York City and Washington,
D C), and for one year, 1910, can death rates per 1,000 live
births be given  Another cause of inaccuracy mn the reports
1s that frequently, for very obvious reasons, there 1s an
tentional concealment of the real cause of the death

N COMPARING RETURNS of various years over long
periods Of time, differences 1 the conststation of the death
registration area cause one of the most important difficulties,
for the death registration area has been added to almost yearly,
as reglstratlon has immproved m various States and cites
Another mmportant source of error i the comparison of the
death rates of various years 1s due to the improvements which
have been made yearly 1n the accuracy of the returns of the
cause of death, so that a seeming increase o the death rate
m one year over that wm another might mean nothmg more
than an mmprovement 1n the accuracy of the returns

In the summary of the contents of the bulletn, the author
says

"The low standards at present existing 1n this country result
chiefly from two causes (1) General ignorance of the dan
gers connected with childbirth and of the need for proper
hygiene and skilled care in order to prevent them, (2), diff
culty m the provision of adequate care due to special prob
lems characterwtzc of thes country  Such problems vary great
ly mn the ety and 1n the rura distnicts  In the country, in
accessibihity of any skilled care 1s a chief factor ”

As | read the summary, | felt that the most Important pomt
had been omutted, an explanation of the “specal problems’
metioned However, on reading further n the body of the
general discussion, | found what | was looking for
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“THE LARGER CITIES probably show a much higher rate
among the less favored than among the more favored
groups of their inhabitants Overcrowdzng, over work, low
wncomes, Ignorance of the need for good obstetrical care, and
how 1t can be obtained, may all play then part in producing
this high rate in the larger cities
"In many cities also, much progress has been made m the
provision, through obstetr~calchinies and hospitals, of good
obstetr~calcare, free or at low cost, for those who otherwise
could not afford it Yet even in a city well supphed with such
clinics, the number of women reached 1s relatively small m
comparison with the total number of women who bear their
children without adequate care during pregnancy and |abor
"It 1s well known, moreover, that women of moderate
means, who represent a very large proportion of women bear
ing children, have in most modern cities, received least bene
fits from ymprovements 1n standards of prenatal and obstetrical
care In working out plans for decreasing the death rate
from childbirth 1n large citres, the interest Of this group can
not be ignored The problem must be considered as one
which must be solved for all classes i @ community, 1t must
be realized that it 15 a problem of the greatest importance to
the commumty as a whole 4 very hopeful tendency 1s the
one shown aready iz some cuizes, to looh upon such a service
not as a charity, but as a concern of the municipalaty, as truly

homes
as the protection of us from fire and burglary, or us
mzk add Water supply from conwmmfénon ” ’

~ FINAL SUGGESTION m the above quotation 1s most
THX",ﬂuable’ too valuahle not t° have been embodied n the
general summary at the begmnmg o the report, for the general
summary reaches a much wider circle of readers than the body
of the report
It would be useful to have statistics not only as to the eco
nomic situation Of the families involved, but also as to the
number of children and the number of pregnancies of the
mother May not too frequent pregnancies and bad economc
conditions contribute largely toward ahigh maternal mortalsty?
It 1z to be hoped, too, that statistics will be collected con
tinuously for succeding generations, as to the number of
pregnancies and the health of the children It has been
suggested that 1t may be found that the grandchildren of a
healthy mother who has borne a very large famly of strong
and robust children, may lack the vitality and strength of the
mother and grandmother 4, any rate, there 1s a very
need for facts along all these lines, facts which can be secured
only by careful and systematic investigations extending over
long periods of time

IT IS CERTAINLY reassuring to find Norway and Sweden

with the lowest maternal mertality rate from all causes
pertaiming to childbirth, for these two countries lead the rest
of Europe along so many lmes of social endeavor But why

11

does Italy rank third on the hst? It would not be surprising
if only northern Italy were taken 1mnte consideration, but how
about southern Italy, with its poverty and its ignorance? May
1t not be becausethe Ignorance and poverty are not accompanied
by such a grindmmg factory system as that of the United States?
At any rate, the United States stands fourteenth m a group
of the different foreign countries Spamn, Switzerland and
Belgium stand at the bottom of the st It would be mterest
1ng to speculate as to thecauses How about poverty and ignor
ance in these countries? What o labor conditzions? How
about information as to Birth Control? This 1s the sort of
fact & would be helpful to know

Attack on Mexican League

THE MEXICO BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE has started a
campaign which has aroused at least every thinkmg per

son m Mexico City, where 1ts headquarters are located It re
cently published Spamish and English editions and advertised
extensively the practical pamphlets which are suppressed in
the Umted States The result was that the hedth commis
sioners raided the headquarters and seized a number of copies
of the pamphlet Mr Linon A E Gale, president of the
League, aided by two attorneys and a number of mfluential
friends, took the case before the health department It devel
oped that the commssion did not consider the book unlawful,
but objected to the advertisement which it contamed, of a drug
gist who had violated the rules of the Druggists’ Bureau of the
Health Commuission, by conducting his busimess without a It
cense

There are no laws agamst scientific contraceptive wnforma
tion m Mexico But the editors of "El Universa", a daily

newspaper supported by American capitalists, are making an
effort to see that one 15 The day following the raid

on the League ;o  this p%p® carried a front page phOtO

graph of Margaret Sanger, together wath a two column article
denouncing Birth Control as being “against the laws of God

and nature ”
The ATTACK ON THE MOVEMEN]. however, wes a
splendid advertisement, and a tremendous demand for the

book developed Mr Gale, president of the League and editor
of Gale's magazine, which has been publishing articles taken
trom THE BirTH CoNTROL REVIEW, writes as follows

"Please give the Mexican government credit for its liberal
ity, and make it plan that the affair 1s not a duplication o the
persecution SO umwversal in the United States Of course, the
aristocrats, the Catholic Church and the foreign capitalists are
incensed, but the Carranza government fortunately 1s demo
cratic enough not to hsten to them a great deal »
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Facts

( Leaves from a Nurse’s Note Book)

ATIE R—26 years old, marmed 7 years, 6 chldren.

6 years normal healthy 35 years normal hedthy 4th

child aways sick, died when 3 yearsold 2% years anaemec.

18 months anaemme. 3 months mfant bottle baby —mother
unable to nurse baby

WAS seriously 11} with influenza pneumoma durmg her last
pregnancy Husband garment worker, work seasonal, aver-
age rate of wages, $18-20 per week.

Baby born at home. After convaescent penod, this mother
cameto see me, said she was wesk and dizzy all the ime, was
taken to doctor for special examinatron. Doctor reported that
patient’s abdormnal muscles sagged, and this caused the
dragged down, exhausted feehng He adwised abdominal sup-
port, abdormnal belt provaded, also pattent wes very anaemic.
Tome prescribed.

Kaze, who was an intelligent, Enghsh speaking woman.
asked the doctor if he could please advise her how to takecare
o hersaf so shecould have somerest from having babies

""Doctor,” she saxd, "'when | marned seven years ago, | was
a strong, healthy woman, but babies every year 1s more than I
can stand"'

The doctor told her he was very sorry he wuld not advise
her, as i war agawnstthe lav—but told her she must "'be care
ful ” Four wesks later ahome visit made. Patient reports she
feels much more comfortable since wearing belt, hut shill has
dizzy spells, and famnts at tmes

“Oh' nurse, of | could only go away for a hittle while to
have some rest. | have mot had a good night's rest m five
years Look at me! Twenty six yearsold, and like awoman of
80 years Since theday | went to see you | have not had my
foot out of the house. Look at my home and children,—only
half kept. Every time | work for half an hour, I most he down
and rest for twenty to thirty mnutes. \When my baby was born
the doctor said that was enough children and | must not get
pregnant agamn. | was very wesk, havmg had t he serious 111
ness-Jiilimonia—when | was in my sixth month of preg-
nancy But he did not tell me how to carefor and protect my-
df havmg another baby **

Then, 1n her own way she was trymng to reason out why 1t
should be wrong to tell her how to prevent having another
baby, when the doctor himself told her she mast not have an
other one,—that she could not stand 1t.

So we parted.

Thewoman broken m spirit dreading the future.

And |, discouraged, unable to hghten thiz woman's burden,
envying the amimals, asthere are Dog and Horse Lavs, to pro-
tect them—(Whoever heard of a lover of ammals allowng
them to be bred to death?) And at the same bre, the wom-
an's request, “give me a rest from bearing children,” 1gnored.

MARY G —35 YEARS, marned 7 years, 4 c¢hldren Pa
tient—a hunch back, contracted pelws.

This patient came under my care when | wes in traming as a
nurse. While havmg my obstetrical course, wath an assistant
nurse, | wassent to carefor her in a congested part o the exty

We amived a 7 30 A. M. The home consisted o three
rooms, kitchen, dark bedroom and hving room. Found a dis-
tracted husband and two small, 11l kept childrea  Never shall
| forget this small bit of deformed humanity, huddled on a
couch 1 the lving room. In all my trammg and experiences
since, never have | seen @ human bemg suffer as this woman
did.

Begoad her to go to the hospatal, there was sull tume, but
no, shewasafraxd d hospitals and would stay at home.

Told her we were going to send for the doctor, she was so
exhausted But she begged not yet "'l dways suffer like this
for three days and they then take the baby with instruments.”
Nevertheless, sent my assistant back to the hospatal to report
the women was exhausted and to send a doctor Doctor ar-
nved, exammation made. Returned to hospital, arrangements
made, My assistant t0 go to corner drug store and wad for or
ders from hespital after doctor had given report In due
hrme, orders came — Prepare for hagh forceps (In tenement
homes we rabbed the windows with ben ama so the neighboring
people could not pea m)

WAITING FOR THE DOCTORS to wme, this
wonderful, heroie, deformed litle mother told & at
mtervals how she suffered m havmg her babies and each one,
as they came, was harder to bear
Her first baby, 6 years, apparently norma Third baby, a
cnippled child, died, 414 years, undersized, anaemic.  Mother
was glad, as she might have grown up and saffered as she dd.
Infant bom—puny Lttle mortal, one wondered how so small a
piece of humamty wuld cause such suffermg
Doctors came. Pahent, owmg t0 malformation, an inter
esting study Though this happened sone years ago, | have
never forgotten the forttude of this woman, while we were
trying to encourageher by tellmg her the doctors would soon
come, and they would give her help, and she would not suffer
much longer Shesad “Children! | dont care f | do die-
I never want another child, 2t 1s <= for the doctorsto go
away and just let me suffer and have babies. | am O tred |
wish | could die now” Patient—rvery 1ll, made a poor recov

ery
ABOUT FOUR YEARS LATER while workmng m the same

district, & woman stopped me on the sireet and said, " Are
you not the nurse who took care of Mary G, the little hunch
back?* | was mndeed glad that the woman had spoken to me,
as | had often wondered what had becomedf my patent.
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Learned she had suffered much, and about a year and a hdt
afterwards had become pregnant agam—performed an aber
tion on hersalf and died from blood peisoming  The mjustice
of it all wasdeeply mpressed upon me, but did not yust under
stand how to express the great need that women should have
night to say If they wished to become mothers

Also, doctors and nurses cught to be allowed to wmpart the
knowledge to save human beings from suchk dreadful suffering
as this woman hed to go tkrough, and i the end, through 5
norance and despaw, lost her Life

Smce | now understand what buth control means, and as |
look back on this case from a humane standpomt, it ought to
have been the doctor's duty to instruct this woman to safe
guard hersalf

BELLA G—35 YEARS, married 10 years, 8 chaldren, 4
hiving children, last chald born a cripple.

Mother very il for some weeks and unable to nurse child
Child brought to hospital when oneday old But parents took
hittle interest iz chuld, wisitng seldom.

Home wsit made, asked mother to comefor baby as it was
not domg well, doctors samd rt needed mother's care. Mother
clammed she was still too 1ll to carefor chuld.

Four weeks later a second home visit made, mother again
appealed to, to take some mterest in child, agam repled she
could not takethe child home—undble to carefor it

Two weeks later —Father nohfied to call and see me 0 |
could make some arrangement to take the child to a special
1st. After a weK's tume he called, but the mfant had grown se
much worsethat it was only a matter of a short time to the end
of the journey A blessmgfor the little, unwanted ehaild. The
man, when spoken to about not responding to the requests to
come to the hospatal, saad, 'Well, | could not take the baby
home—my wife 1s always sick and cannot care for the three
children home now, and | can hardly nake a hwving, and this
mouth do not know how | am geing to pay the $3 00 rent.”

"And ye'* | said to ham, 'Y Ou go mght On mcreasing the
family—unable to support them.”

'Well'  What am | to do about it?* was the reply given,
"why dont youteach us to It our farmly?” Earmng ca
pacity, $150018 00 per week.

MAGGIE D, 26 YEARS, 6 years married, 4 children, 1
mscarriage, 5 years, 3% years, 2 yearsand 6 months.

Recently, while making some home wisits, a mother sitheg
on a tenement house stoop called, " Nirse, wait a mmnute. |
want to see you'™ Thinking she wanted to speak to me about
the white-faced chuld she had by the hand, | warted. \When she
came up she smad

"Dont your enenber me Maggie D ? Don’ yon remember
comung to my house when Jenme was a baby, and making me
go to the mulk stahion to have the baby weighed every week?
The nurse taught me how to care for the baby and | have gone
there wrth al my babiesand | have four now | caled yon
to ask yon, where | can go for lessons how to-care for my
&lf?”
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Asked her why she did not come hack to the hosptal to have
her other babies, replied, for home reasons.

“Maggie, you have grown old smee | £rst knew you”

‘Well, the babres have come quicker than they were wel
come My man broke lis leg two years ago and that set us
back. Thiz winter there was a strike on for 8 or 10 weeks
(dock hand), and we had barely enough to eat, and very often
no coal, fortunately the winter was mld, my neighbor was n
the same fix that | was So every other day she lighted the
stove and cooked, and then the next day she came to my home.

"NOJV THAT MY MAN IS WORKING, and we thought
=gy Would be better—we a notice wy move—the
building 1sto betorn down and a storehouse built.

"'l have heard there 1s a nurse who teaches women how not
to have too many babies—when you cannot care for them—I
heard them talk about her at the mother's club *

"Well, what do they say at the mother's club about having
babies?' T asked.

'Well, we all like our babies, but would like them much
better If they dudn’t all comen a bunch My baby 1s a bottle
baby and | am s0 afraid of becommg pregnant agam and we
cannot afford ancther baby

"You areanurse, can't you tell me—for the children’s sake,
help me.”

Vicious L egidation

SYLVANIA must need more poorly paid labor, more

anaemnc factory hands, more feeblemmnded persons and

more human derehets of all kinds, judgimg from House Bill
376, now under consideration.

This bill vartoally forbids any resident of the State of
Pennsyvama to permit his mmd to dwell upon the subject of
Buth Control It was, of course, mtreduced by a man, a Mr
Hickernell, and 1s the sane measure as that sponsored by the
Roman Cathohc church two years ago At that time the
Governor vetoed . At present tmme the Bill 1s before the
Public Health and Sanitahon Committes, thechairman of which
is a physiczan who has granted awdrences to a large number
of proteshing women, among them physicians, social workers,
and workers 1 the Buth Control movement. The legeslature
will soon adjourn, so the measure may not get to a vote thas
year

The wital part of the Bill reads

“That any person who ghall dissemmate Or impart Or attenpt to
dissemmate or mpart mformation or knowledge tending tO mterfere
with or dimmish the number of hirths of human beings 1 this Com
monwealth enher by advertmng or lecture, or by disinbuhon or sale
or ercalation of writen of printed natter shall be gmlty of a d e -
meanor and upon conviction thereof shafl be pumshed by a fine of not
less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) nor more than one thousand
dollars ($1,000) or mmpnsonment for a perred of not less than three
(3) months nor mare than one (1) year or both.”
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NDER THIS LAW, THE BIRTH CoNTROL REeviEw could

not circulate in Pennsylvama But under the Federa
law, it can, since the magazine has second class mailing priv
leges Under the law, any person with a visien of a better,
healthier and finer humanity would be imprisoned Such
measures as this could not be formulated by persons who
know the meaning of human suffering, but only by those to
whom human beings are but pawns in the game o modern
industrialism  The poignant realhities of strugghing mankmd,
attemptrng to build a better and saner world are, to them,
but objects of derision and hate Any man or woman n
Pennsylvama who will obey the mandates o such feudal
minded dictators must he exther a coward, or dead to the spirit
o the men who framed the constitution which the new Penn
syvama Bill repudiates-A S

At Social Workers Convention

SPECIAL MEETING d the various Birth Control or

ganizations Was held in Atlantc City on June 5, during
the National Conference of Social Work The meeting was
called 1n the Presbyterian church, under the auspices of the
Chiid Welfare section and, although but a small notice was
given m the dally bulletin of the convention, a large and
deeply Interested audience of social workers from all parts
d the nation was n attendance Miss Helen Todd, repre
senting THE BIRTH CoNTRoL Review, Mrs Minturn Pinchot
and Mrs Frances Bjorkman, representing the National Birth
Control League, and Mrs Mary Ware Denrett, representing
the Voluntary Parenthood Association not only spoke i be
haf of the work of therr respective orgamzations, but sold
within a few hours all the literature on hand Mrs Frank
B Watson, of the Child Welfare Sectron, arranged for the
gathering

THE ATTITUDE OF the social workers was frankly sym

pathetic  As Mrs Florence Kelly, spesking for the In
dustrial Section said, “whether you beheve in Birth Control
Or not, 1t 1s a burning question and can no longer be ignored ”
Dr Campbell, from Johns Hopkins umversity, spoke of the
unfortunate nervous effects which he found in his patients
because of the false idea implanted in their minds that any
effort to prevent having children was wrong and immoral
His statement that this anhibrtion should be removed. for the
welfare of the race, voiced the sentiment of the most advanced
physicians today But his remarks that contraceptive imfor
mation Was available t0 the majoriy of eivalized people called
forth a murmur of dissent from his audience Dr Campbell
exhibited frank surprise when his 1deas were demed by Mrs
Pinchot, who following his address, read letters of despair
and appeal which had come to her and to Mrs Sanger She
also related experiences of Birth Control workers, nurses and
physicians  Her address furmished convinemg proof thet
what the rich women can obtain 1s demed to the poor
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ISS TODD, SPEAKING for THE BIRTH ConTROL REVIEW,
- also spoke of the need of climes which would remove
from the minds of women, particularly o the working class,
the cloud of fear which hangs over them that they will be
driven to reproduce the undernourished and the unfortunate
Mrs Dennett's address described the laws which prevent
all intelligent understanding of the reproductive forces of hfe,
and of the need for therr removal Dr Kate Baldwin, of
Philadelphia, one of the most ardent workers 1 the cause of
Birth Control, added to the evrdence by facts gleaned from
her long medical practice

After a general discussion of the subject by the social
workers, a vote to have the subject of Birth Control put on
the officid ralendar of the National Conference of Soeial Work
for the next year was unanimously carried, and a petition to
the management that this be done was signed by practically
every person in the audience

National League Activities

HE NATIONAL BIRTH Control League, with headquarters

at 200 Fifth Avenue, has begun a drive for members

among the Suffragists and Femimsts, and 1s making determuned

efforts to secure endorsement of the proposed Burth Control le

gislation from women's orgamzations, and to have the measure
included 1n ther programs of work

In its program of publicity the League conducted a booth at
the Call Bazaar, held from May 29th to June Ist, where lite
rature was distributed and the petitions to Congress and the
State legislature circulated It also plans to start extensive
propaganda among the people of New York State, in order to
build up public sentiment before the conveming of the New
York State legislature n January, when Burth Control bills
will be mtroduced It has been conducting a series of meetings,
at which Mrs Minturn Pmchot has addressed large numbers of
women

The League was represented at Atlantic City at the Na
tional Conference o Social Work by both Mrs Pinchot,
and Mrs Frances Bjorkman, the secretary Mrs Pinchot’s
speech wes simple, direct and convinemg Mrs Bjorkman
made a straight appeal to social workers In part, she said

"l feel very sure, although | am not a social worker,
that a great many of your most practical and capable people
must quietly, and despite of the law, give whatever mstruc
trions may seem necessary and advisable But how much more
digmfied and efficient it would be if when we were sendmg
the chaldren with defective eyes to the oculist, and the people
with tuberculosis to the tuberculosis camp, we could aao
send to a decent clmic the woman who 1s having more babies
than she can possibly look after, or who s producmg diseased
or defective babies merely to become public charges, or who
15 producing balnes only to lose her own health and capacity
for sdf support, to recewve scientific exammation and expert
advice ”
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Famous Churchman Speaks Out

HE Bishop of Birmingham, England, who 1s also

president o the Nat~onalCouncii of Public Morals and
chairman of the English Nat~onaBirth Rate Commussion, has
come out w favor o Birth Control The prelate, in his ca
pacity as chairman of The Nat~onalBirth Rate Comnussion,
pointed out that marrrage has a spiritual as well as a procrea
tive function and that it 1s immoral to bring nto the world
children whom 1t 1s 1mpossible t0 give " proper upbnngmmg”
He asked objectors to Birth Control if it 1s not poessible that
there 1s “most danger in leaving things as they were?”

The Nat~onalBirth Rate Commussion has been conducting
a most exhaustive mquiry 1nto the British populat~orproblem
and related matters Many members of the English clergy
have been giving careful study to populat~onand Birth Con
trol questions Among the more famous ones whose activities
have been heard of on this side o the Atlantic 1s Dean Inge,
of St Paul's, one of the most widely known churchmen in
England Like a number of other influential clergymen, he
has been a stauuch and vigorous advocate o the movement

Under the title "' The Ethics of Birth Control,” Dr C Kallick
Millard, public health officer for Lemester, who 1s also a cham
pron Of the Buath Control movement, has made a legflet of the
London Times’ report of the Bishop of Birmingham’s utter
ances The Times said

“FPYHE NATIONAL BIRTH RATE COMMISSION resumed
consideration of the problem of ‘Birth Control' yester

day
""The president, the Bishop of Burmingham, said that the cry
of many social reformers was for a greater increased birth
rate But what a nation needed was not an unlimited
number of eitizens, but a sufficient number of the best quality
Morally, as well as eugenically u was right for people mn cer
tazn czrcumstances to use harmless means to control the bzrth

rate

"The most unsatisfactory feature m regard to this matter
was that child bearing was prolific, generally speakmg, only in
the very classes in which the children very often did not get a
fair opportumity of hfe, while m the sections of the populat~on
where there were good prospects of ensuring a healthy upbring
mg, control was carefully exercised

"It wes contended, by objectors to Birth Control, that the
object of marriage being the production of children, preven
tive measures were necessarily wrong The great Roman
Catholic Church, with 1ts magmficent decisiveness, admtted
of no compromise except one, and the Anghcan Bishops had
so far taken the same line The Jewish Church was also em
phatic on the matter, but the Nonconformst Churches had not
spoken formally The reply to the argument used might be
that the procreation of children was not the only object of
matrmmony, and there was surely a dishonoring of that very

object to have ckildren born when not wished for by both par
ents

“LYAD not the sexua associtation Of married people a

spiritual meaning which must be placed first in all defin
ions Of 1t? It was surely the culminating expression of the
love d the two who had become one flesh It brought wath 1t
the creation of a child which was the combination of the two
natures, but iz need not be an rmperfect unzon zf on occaszon,
for hzgh and pure motives, there was a sacrifice of this particu
lar result of married love |t might be true to say that if all
the full duties of motherhood, particularly lactation, were car
rred out, the normal family would be moderate in number and
reasonably spaced, but unhappily something 1n present day
conditions seemed to render many women unable to do what
every true mother longed to be capable of It was immoral to
avoid having children from selfish metives, but it was surely
also ummoral do have child after child under czrcumstances
whzch, humanly speaking, were such as to render the proper
upbringing 0j such chzldren impossible

"Among the decisions as to Burth Control which probably
would be agreed upon by all concerned in a discussion about
the subject were that 1t was wrong in every way to use any
preventive means after there was even a suspicion that concep
tion might have taken place, that it was wrong for diseased
persons to bear children who might have transmitted to them
any physical or menta tamnt, that @ was wrong to use preven
tive means which could njure the health d either of the per
sons concerned, and that it was the duty o the State to see that
every mother, before and after the barth of her child, should
have for herself and her hitle one the necessary care, but this
did not excuse indifference on the part o the husband and
wife

"It was a fact that Birth Control did take place often by ewl
means, while numberless unwanted children were born  No
one would deny that some control was desirable, but some
would say that there would be eventualy a lowering of the
whole moral standard if it were permetted Maight it not be
possible that there was most danger in leaving things as they
were7 True sex teaching and sound religious instruction as to
marriage, with an appeal to the higher patriotism, would prob
ably prevent the abuse of Birth Control ”

Catholic Clergymen Too

HE ENGLISH CLERGY are not the only ecclesiastics who
are advocating Birth Control ~ About the same time that
Dr Millard’s leaflet showing the stand of the Bishop of Bum
ingham reach.d THE BIRTH CoNTROL REVIEW, there came two
highly interesting letters  One was from a member of an or



der of the Roman Catholtc Church

Mrs Sanger

It 15 rather a roundabout way to get news of you, as | did this merning
per the “Malthusian of London | was at death’s door recently and
never expected to wrrte you agam But the powers of geed have gaven
me a new lease of life

But whde | lwe | shall ever advocate Buth Control as the greatest
antidote to poverty | am gomng on 73 now and | suppose | shall have
to cross over the Great Divide ere long Meanwhile | am gomg to beg
two favors of you Furst, to give me what you find to he the beat Barth
Control method | am often asked for this aid from Armemans, Slovenes,
and Serbs, hut cannot tell what | dont know

The second 1s any back numbers of the American Bt ContROL
REVEW you can spare | havent seen one for over a year | was
promised M Hardys ilustrated book on Methods of Birth Control
but 1t was slopped en route from Pans

My young Bishep who 1s as poor as myself, 1s also i sympathy with
you and the cause

The fight 1 glorious and you will Anally come off victorious.

Think kindly of the old monk who 1s tediously convalescing and who
15 ever Faithfully yours,

It reads

0SB
THE OTHER LETTER was from a clergyman of the Polish

National Reformed Old Catholic Church It 1s as follows
Dear Editor
| am a Polish Nauenal Reformed Old Catholic Clergyman that has
been working for over thurty years in this country among foreign popu
lation. The expenence | had 1s pathetic, 1n seeing young women over
hurdened with family worse than the ammals Comparanvely young
women are mothers of 12 16 to 18 children | know a woman in ,
who had 25 and can quote many other instances The result 1s lunacy,
msamty premature death | know of girls of 14, 15 and 16 bewng
forced mto marmage and motherhood Some mothers are suggesting
this to their children—guls often exposed to temptations and dangers,
sometimes are given by force
| have heard of your publication along these lmes. Would you not
send me a sample wpy which | would certamnly appreciate,
Yours 1ruly,

Health Officer Wants Clinics

R C KILLICK MILLARD, Medical Officer of Health for
Leicester, England, has entered the fight for Burth
Control climies within the British |Sles  His articies have been
appearmg m London dailies and weeklies
"My remedy 1s Burth Control,"" he says frankly m a recat
interview 1 the Nationel News "A knowledge of this ought
to be made available for all who desire 1t In Holland,
they have regular Birth Control climes, recogmzed by the
State, where mothers can get practicel nstruction from sym
pathehc doctors | should hike to see one or more sumlar Buth
Control Clmies started = this country™”

The Rights of the Children

FOLLOWING ARTICLE has been translated from the
Femmst editton of L’Humamte, of Paris
lust as a careless farmer might abandon his fields once
they were planted, and trust chance to take care of the harvest,
so does society show an ill advised unconcern m the matter
of the greatest culture of all—child culture These fragile
beings wtthout will power or means of self defense are per
mtted to die or to become atrophied physically and morally
for lack of proper care, mstruction and education
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As a matter of fact, each chuld must suffer as the result of
thesocia mequality under which he comesnto theworld Born
. poverty, he 1s deprived of care, nourrshment, sweetness,
play, sunhght, pleasure Even m his first years, which should
be ennobled wtth grace, beauty and tenderness, this dehicate,
sensitive creature already knowsthe rude hand of adverstty

Just look at hun in his clegs, wearing the ill-cut dress or
apron whtch bears the stamp of charty Go to the school,
seek there for the art and the charm which should serve as
a frame to accustom thetr young eyes to a conception of the
beautiful Taste the mfected food which ruins their stomachs
Go to the foundiing hospatals  Seek, hut you will seek n vamn,
for the caresses, the cradle songs, the consoling ktsses which
should enshrine the hfe of the httle ones

“PEAR CHILDREN, WOMEN, bear chtldren, worktng
women,” 1s the cry of the ancient reactionaries mn the

Senate, while they vote milliens for death What do they
vote for hife? Nothing'! The child of the proletartan must
thrive somehow, must be brought up, and educated, but he
must not cost the capitalist class a cent  When he s grown,
he must furmsh them with the strength of s arms, the hight
of his intelligence, and the rampart of s breast

Let the mothers and the women raise their voices at last
and proclaum the rights of their children

It 1s not gfts, loans, charty that they must demand, hut
a norma mcome begmnning with the birth of the child, and 1n
creasmg year by year, an mcome which wall permtt the child to
develop all of his faculties completely up to the tune that he
1s able to work

We claim for our children the rght to a free and happy

Iife,
Speaking of Clinics

In order to preserve the health of soldiers who are bemng
demobilized, the Untted States Public Health Service and the
Department of Health of New Yo¥rk City have established
therty seven venerial disease climes an Greater New York
These chmes are for the benefit of persons who have con
tracted a venerial disease. But neither the federal govern
ment nor the City of New York bas yet established a clne
at whtch a woman suffering from one of these diseases may
receive contracephve information m order that she may not
giwve birth to mfected chuldren

WANTED

Woman (teacher) vnth two chldren of tender age, wishes
to get m touch with some one who can assist her i locating
a home for herself and chtldren, where she can be assured
that the children wall properly be cared for durmg her abscnce
Wants to hve with human folks who are not afraid of their
own thoughts, and who are mterested in chld welfare from
the standpomt of enltghtened thinkers. People who are not
on speaking terms vnth Mrs Grundy Locaton must be m
Geater New York Address Mrs. | S Hudes, 26 Rogers
Ave, Brooklyn, N Y
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"A Damnably Cruel Dilemma?

EAR MADAM —

Commng to New York after six years absence, | ac-
cidentally found on sale near Times Square the May issue
of your very readable pubhcation For the first time |
became agreably acquainted with the magmficent, civilizing
work you are domg and | want to enroll mysdlf as a member

The cause you fight for 1s now a very wital one to the
destiny of my two children and myself  You may or may not
be m posion to help me, save my wafe for the famly |
really have no mght to burden you—an absolute stranger—
with the reental of a story which 1s altogether too famihar to
you 1n famly tragedy But your editorial impresses me so
strongly that you are a very, very human person that | cannot
resast the temptation to tell 1t to you

Very succmctly stated it 1s as follows My wife 1s the
mother of two children By contact, presumably m the pri-
mary school, both children became tubercular some three
years ago  After severa years of herorc nursing and debl-
itating responsibihity on therr mother, both children 1n recent
months have been pronounced "as havmg their lung lesions
healed" Both, of course, require unusua care and are a
source Of constant anxiety to theirr mother, a hgh bred, high
strung Woman

ABOUT SIX YEARS ago my wife underwent six major
operatto ——three of which were pelvie  The gynecolo-

gist, Dr — — of Brooklyn, after dismussing her from the
hospital, cautioned her emphatically that “if you have another
child it will be dangerous” Only a common but by no means
sure preventive Was given her A few weeks ago she became
pregnant. In alarm she went to her physician m the country
town where for the three years she has lived to keep the chd
dren under prescribed climatic environments. This doctor I1s
quite cognizant Of the probable effect of another childbirth
upon her hedth—If she survives 1. He knows the nature of
her former operattons as be 1s also a gynecologist of no nean
allhity This man dwsmsses her tragical problem with what
he terms his **personal** epmmon as follows

“Mrs H, if you can find a doctor who can abort you safely,
don't contnue this pregnancy But don't go to a quack. No.
| cant and wont do it for you. What | have advised, is not
my professional opmmen | know you can have the chuld.”

And Dr — — clammmg.that my wife has not been his
patient for six years, also refuses "'to mterfere m the case,”
and that “this 1s properly the job for the doctor whose pa
tient she s+ and that the other doctor i1s simply “passing the
buck to him.”

THE STANDOF the shriveled souled scoundrel who divorees

his personal opmon n this tragical matter from hus
professional opmon and says *'you can't compel me because
| have the cival and moral law back of me" has bound my

wife to the helpless mevitable If | don't lose my wife | will
probably be left with a hopeless mvalid and two or three
dehicate cluldren

Isthere no way out of tls damnably cruel dilemma? Are
there no physicians with a proper sense of values and reil
morality insiead of Self righteous hypocrisy who will inter
fere m her case and stop this brutal tragedy? Surely there
must be such a gynecologist mm New York who will hsten to
reason But how to find him, | know not She 1s ""not their
Ppatient,” the common excuse

RWHI

New York City

Appealing Hands

Little hands, httle hands,
Wheresoer you be,
Little hands, little hands,
Stretched appealingly

Lattle ones, nameless ones,
Would that | could give,
To each one a welcome,
And a chance to live.

Lattle hands, little hands,
Hands so hily whate,

Woul that | could keep you,
Pure i heaven's sight.

Would that | could hold you,
From cruel toal apart,

Would that | could shield you,
From greedy labor mart

Little hands, feeble hands,
Gropmg helplesdsly,

Would that | could clasp you,
In bond of sympathy

Would that | could grant you,
In hfe a sweeter part,
Would that | could find you,
Each a mother's heart

Lattle hands, little hands,
Empty of all toys,

Would that | could brmg you,
Childhood’s real joys

Hands of the neglected,
Hands so bruised and torn,
Btter life had spared you
The grief of bamng born
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Book Reviews

CHILD WELFARE IN OKLAHOMA IN ALABAMA, IN NORTH
CAROLINA  Pubhshed in three volumes by the National Child
Labor Camnuttee Pnce $100 each
How are we going to secure to al childien a fair and equal start in

Ife? Some say by means of Birth Control some through child labor

prevention, some through fairer educational oppertumties, others con

fine themselves to rehef measures such as the securing d mothers' pen
sions, good housmg adequate mstitutions The three volumes under
consideration represent an effort to stimulate the securing of justice to
children through the correlating of various activities, "'to develop the
thesis that a chdd 1n order to enjoy the fullest possible opportunity to
grow into complete manhood and womanhood, must have the fullest
possible measure of care through the properly coordinated functions of
the state It 1s not enough that these functrons be performed separately,
each Independently o the others—their inter relations must he recog
mzed and this can be most easily done from the commanding viewpoint

o the state itself
The surveys were made at the imvitation of secial or educational

agencies in the dufferent states, the first two under the direction of Dr

E N Clopper, the third under that of Mr W H Swait, both of the

stafl of the National Child Labor Commuttee It a announced that a

third volume on Kentucky, is m preparation Each subject studied—

health, education chid labor, institutiens, juvemle courts etc— has
been taken up carefully and in detail, giving conditions as they exist to
day —not as laws and nstitutions show that they should exist but as the
admimstration of these laws and institutzons makes them They are
accompanied by definite recommendations for improvements in laws
mnstitutions  and admimstration

It 18 not only erring human nature that these reports disclose The
laws mm many cases form a good ground work for incomsistency and in
efficiency In Oklahoma for imstance, which 1s blessed with a large
illiterate rural population, school attendance 1s compulsory for chddren
between the ages of 8 and 16 for only twothirds of the time school 1s

1 session Investigation disclosed the fact that attendance s enforced

even for a shorter period due to defects in the school system itself

North Carolina has a law ferladding the marriage of mental defectives,

hut as it imposes no penalty upon the clergyman officiating at such a

marniage A gl who was a delrnquent could not recewve care unless

she was also an expectant mother —there was no stitution quahfied
to recerve her  Though it 1s well known that prisons for the most part
serve to bring ermnals together and so breed cnme, a child in North

Carolina may be impnisoned with adults if 'known to be a repeated of

fender aganst the law, incorrigible, and a menace to the freedom o

society —this matter to be decaded by the indimidual judge After a

child reaches the age of 14 there 1s no presumption of mnocence And

so 1t goes It would be impossible and quite needless here to detad
the misery to which such public policies give birth

Tymeally southern conditions and problems are revealed mn the Ala
bama volume The httle boys who sell pies to the soldiers at camp,
sitting on the dusty curbs with their uncovered pies the Montgomery
youngster selling extras at noon who when asked why he was not
school, said— When theres an extra out they cal up the principal
from the newspaper officeand she lets us out at noon"" —are examples of

a general lack of regard for the values of human lfe, especially of

chiidhood to which we are all too prone
It 1s interesting to learn just what result these studies have brought

forth In Oklahoma this wmter five out of twelve chdd welfare bills
were passed among them four recommended :n the Commatee's survey

In North Carolina a chdd laber bill was passed as well as a juvenle

court law (recommended 1n the report on that state) and 1t 1s expected

that 1n Alabama progressive measures will also go through before the
adjournment of the legislature Perhaps the most important, from the
pomt of view of the object sought by the Committee, was the passage

o a bl creating a Children’s Code Commission for Oklahoma-—a body

of three experts who will study the existing laws and therr adminstra
tion, and report back to the legislature their findings, with recommenda
tions for the correlating and standardizing of laws relating to children

Laws are not everything, and 1t is in arousing public opimion that
these surveys will accomplish the most That they have already done
so 18 evident 1n the action taken by the severa legislatures [t is not
one reform—child labor the care of orphans, the securing of mothers
pensions, Or an increase 1n educational facilihes—that 1s the purpose
of these surveys but an appreciation of the fact that all these problems
are one, that you cant touch upon chdd lahor without thinking ser
ously about mothers pensions and the means for seemng that ever) child
that comes into the world comes into it unhandicapped by a hentage
of disease and poverty They disclose facts, they are very human in
viewpoint, and they are technrcal as well in that they provide workers
with the means of putting them hopes for chddren imte effect

Rutu MeclnTIRE

THE KINGDOM OF THE CHILD By Alice Minme Herts Henniger

E P Dutton 173 pp Pnce $150

Mrs Henmger has chosen a dehghtful title, full of biblical remin
1scence and spiritual signmificance

Drama to Mrs Henniger, 1s the way of bringing to the child out of
the child himself, the spiritual qualities, soul stuffs and histories which
will serve to reeducate, pragmatue and adjust his life Never 1s this
accomphished by imitation she emphatically states and restates but by
absorption and study and lhiving the characters to he acted!

We would recommend 1t to every teacher and especially to every
mother and father interested in the development of children in this be
movied bevaudevilled age 'It 1s therefore high tme, says Stanley
Hall in the ntreduction for the real psychological mora, ewiec and
religious value of the dramatic instinet to he adequately set 1orth

This 158 what the author has done and from her multi nationed child
player, her experience and her deductions are of real value Ths book
wiil do the reader good as well as the chdd for whom 1t 1s ulumately
designed It 18 written con amore and for that reason gets under the
skin E R Pevser
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The Malthusian Doctrine Today
By C V Drysdae D Sc
(Contmued from last 1ssue)
THE LAST OF the inferential proofs of the doctrine of pres
sure of population upon subsistence 1s given by the all
mmportant Darwimman theory, the human application of which
is still so Iittle understood  Although Malthus only concen
trated his attention upon the problem of human over popu
lation, his mam argument obviously applhed (usually with
much greater force) to every form of hfe The rate of repro
duction of the majonity of plants and animals 1s enourmous,
and the proportion of offspring which arrive at maturity and
only die of old age extremely small Were we able to investi
gate the correlation of birth and death rates in the lower an:
mals and vegetables we should find it extraordinarily high

It was reserved for Darwin, who published his “Ornigin of
Species” 1n 1859, to make the great generalization of the Mal
thusian law of population which has revolutiomzed the whole
of bielogy His acknowledgement of the principle of Malthus
(like that of his co discoverer Russell Wallace), 15 explieit
Thus 1n the ntroduction to the “Ornigin of Species” he says —

In the next chapter the struggle for existence amongst all orgame
bemgs throughout the world, which nevitably follows from the ugh
geometrical ratio Of thewr mcrease, will he treated of This 1a the
doctrime of Malthus applied to the whole ammmal and vegetable lung
doms As many more mmdivniduals of each species are born than can
possbly survive, and as consequently, there s a frequently recurr
g struggle for exatence, it follows that every bemg, If a vary however
slightly n any manner profitable to atself, under the complex and some
tunes varying conditions of life, will have a better chance of surviving,
and thus be naturaily Sdected  From the strong principle of mhentance,
any selected vanety will tend to propagatets new and modified form.

URNING TO CHAPTER 1II, "Struggle for Existence,”

we find these words, which ought to be engraved 1n large
letters in all halls where social questions are discussed —

“Nothing 1s easier than to admit in words the truth of the
umversal struggle for hife, or more difficult—at least | have
found 1t so—than constantly to bear this conclusion in mind
Yet unless 1t be thoroughly engraved in thg mmd, | am con
vinced that the whole economy of nature, with every fact on
distribution, rarty, abundance, extinction, and varnaton, will
be dimly seen or gquite mssunderstood We behold the face
of nature bright with gladness, we often see superabundance of
food, we do not see, or we forget that the birds which aredly
singing around us mostly live on msects or seeds, and are thus
constantly destroying hfe, or we forget how largely these
songsters, or therr eggs, or their nestlings, are destroyed by
birds and beasts of prey, we-do not always bear in mmd, that
though food may be now superabundant, 1t 1s not so at all
seasons of each recurrmg year

And aluttle later —

A struggle for existence wnewitably follows from the lugh rate at
which all orgamic bemgs tend to mcrease Every bemg, which during
ns hfetime produces several eggs or seeds, must suffer destruction du
ring some period of 1ts life, and duning some season or occasional year,
otherwise on the principle of geometrical inerease, as numbers would
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Woman. Her Sex and Love Life
FOR MEN AND WOMEN

By WiLLiam ] Rosinson, M D

THIS 13 one of Dr Robmson's most important and
must useful books It 1s not devoted to abstruse
discussions or doubtful theories 1t 1s full of practical
information of wital Importance to every woman and {f
through her to every man, to every wife and through
her to every husband

The simple, practical points contamned n ats pages
would render millions of homes happier abodes than
they are now, they would prevent the disruption of many
afamily, they show how to hold the love of a man, how
to preserve sexua attraction, how t0 remamn Yyoung
beyond the usually allotted age The book destroys
many mmjurious errors and superstitions and teaches
truths that have never been presented m any other book
before In short, thas book not only imparts interesting
facts, 1t gaves practlcal pomnts which will make thousands
of women and thousands of men happier, healthier, and
more satisfied with Iife Certain chapters or even
paragraphs are alone worth the price of the book

412 Pages  Cloth Bound  Price $3

Order Drrect
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12 West Mt Morrs Perk New York City
Dr Robmson’s Never Told Tales $100
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quickly become so merdinately great that no country wuld support the
product Hence, &s more wmdivaduals are produced thac czn pessibly
survive, there must m every case be a struggle for exstence, either one
mdivdual with another of the same species, or with the mdivnduals of
distinct species, Or with the physical eondiions o lfe It 1s the
doctrmme d Malthus apphied with mamfold force to the whole ammal
and vegetable kingdoms, for m dm case there can be no aruficial i
crease of food, and no prudential restramt from marniage Althongh some
species may De NOW increasmng, more or less rapidly, in numbers, all
cannot do so, for the world would not hold them.

There 12 N0 exception t0 the rule that every orgame bemg naturally
increases at S0 high a rate, that d not destroyed, the sarth would soon
he covered by the progeny o a smngle parr Even dow breedmg men
has doubled 1z twenty five years, and at this rate m a few thousand
years there would iiterally not be standing room for hs progeny
The elephant 1s reckoned the dowest breeder of all known ammals,
and | have taken some pamns t0o estimate its probable mmmum rate of
natural mcrease, a wil be under the mark to assume that 1 breeds
when thirty years old and goes on breeding t:ll mnety years old, brng-
mg forth three paus of young in dm interval, if this be so, at the end
of the fifth century there would be alive fifteen mulhon elephants, des-
ceuded from the first par
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THE LAST EXAMPLE of the elephants is interesting, asthis
rate of reproduction is considerably below that of human
bemngs, and yet gives this enourmous mcrease mm a compara
tavely short time At this rate, if we take the population of
England and Wales five hundred years ago as about two mul
hons, it would have reached fifteen mllion mlliens today

Darwin clearly saw that these enourmous rates of repro
duction were quite meffective 1n promoting rapid mcrease —

The only difference between orgamsms which annually produce eggs
or seeds by the thousands, and those which produce extremely few, 1s
thet the slow breeders would require a few more years to people, under
favorable conditrons, a whole district let 1t be ever so large. The wndor
lays a couple of eggs and the ostneh a score, and yet m the same
country the condor may be the more numerous of the two the Fulmar
petral ays but one egg, yet 1t i1s believed to be the most numerous bud
m the world.

This may be commended to the attemtion of our militarist
and umpenalist fanaties, whose zeal for the populatmg of
our Empire |eads them to advocate lngh burth rates regardless
of the subsistence problem (To be consinued itn next issue)
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IN FOREIGN COUNTR ES

The Federation of Neo Malthusian Leagues
Dr Ahee Drysdale Vickery, President
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secretary
PorrLann, ORE—The Buth Centrol League o Portland H C
Dekker, 652 Elliott Avenue, president. Mrs. J R Qatman,
50 Fafth Street, secretary
Rapnor, PA—The #ain Line Branch of the Xesonal Buth Con
trol League —Mrs. Walter M Newkurk, secretary
Rocaester, N Y -A L Howser, 227 Parsells Avenue
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