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Editorial Comment
By Mary Knoblauch

E VISIT WITH our disapprobation the man or woman
who collects pets—cats, dogs, parrots and so on—only
to neglect them and let them die of starvation We not only
do mot approve of such a person, but we call hm a lunatic or
eccentric, according to his wealth or social position, and we
judge ham to be fit for an asylum or provide him with a guard
1an as the case may be Even the law 1s very helpful in deahng
with people who are careless about their cats and dogs When
1t 15 a question of people who are careless about producing
more children than they can look after properly, or endow with
health, strength, education and a reasonable opportumty to
pursue happiness, we act quite differently The law and the
Pharisees refuse to demobilize their prejudice, ignorance and
false sentimentality They say sententiously, “increase and
multiply,” forgetting that there were only eight people mn the
world when this advice was given Natural causes, famune,
disease and other ungentle and wasteful agents of destruction
will look after the surplus
Almost everywhere today, men and women msist on the
nght of self determuation 1n the chowce of mate Why 15
not the careful choosmng of the child the next logical step m
our halting progress toward rationalizing life® The child
himself seems to be hopelessly precluded from choosing his
parents He has to take them as he finds them He must
certainly be quite often aghast at the situation 1 which he finds
himself upon his arnval Hurried hither without being con
sulted and, all too frequently without being wanted, 1t 15 small
wonder that he so often behaves as inconsequentially as he
does when he discovers the fix he 1s 1n
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HE FIRST RIGHT a child should have, and since he can’t
protest, we should mszst upon 1t for him, 1s that of beng
wanted The second right 1s that his parents should be educated
up to not wanting hun unless they are fairly sure they can
provide for hum decently, until he can lock after himself
The only way that this can be done, 18 by educating the parents,
fully, honestly, decently m a knowledge of themselves and
their resposibihities, and by allowing them to be taught the
means of regulating therr families 1 accordance with their
own health and economic resources This latter information
the law of the land refuses to let them have The unthinking,
who should not be the ones to carry on the race, produce
children more rapidly than their health, strength and resources
will permit This 1s hard on them, worse for the children
and harmful to the commumty Their suffering, since they
don’t thimk, can, 1f one hkes, be discarded, the child and the
community reman to be considered The readers of this Re
view are intelligent enough to tackle this problem by them
selves The parents who think, but don’t know what to do, are
next in order, and their suffering 1s enough to break one’s heart
A nurse n the lower East Side told of an Italian woman
who came to the climic with her little boy whose collarbone
was broken [he woman had six children and another one
coming When asked how Johnnie come to be 1 this shattered
condition, her grief was distracting She said that she had
some sewing to fimsh, for the rent had to be paid—the hus
band’s wage was not enough for so many to hive upon—she
was thinking of the newcomer, and wondering how she could
take care of him and whether they would all of them starve,
or be dependent on charity Johnme was michievous and
irritating  She pushed him roughly aside and he fell and broke
his collar bone “Oh,” she cried, overwhelmed by remorse,
“not to have any more children, ull we can care for those we
have One baby—lovely, two babies good, three babues,
all nght, four, can manage Five—hate ’em all'”
ON'T JUDGE HER harshly, those of you who have nurses
to look after your children when they are bothersome,
and money enough to be comfortable and easy yourself Con
sider her phight and resent the unjust laws which forbid a
good wife and an excellent mother to so regulate her famly
even as you very probably do yours, that it will be a blessmg
10 her and a benefit to the community Someone may here
remark “let the husband and wife be self controlled” But 1t
15 not a race of cehbates that makes the world go round It
1s human bemngs, with desires and passions It 15 the ont
come of these natural mstincts that must be dealt with—pend
ing the entire transformation of mankind And for the sake
of the child, to say nothing of the race, it would seem only
fair that he shouldn’t have to come where he 15 not, and under
the conditions, cannot be wanted
When eugemes first began to be discussed, objections were
heard to the effect that they would reduce humanmity to the
level of a barn yard Reduce 15 certamly not the word No
modern barn yard 1s Tun on any such blind plan as 1s pursued
by the human race No barn yard run so foolishly could even,
for a few years, survive scientific competition  Let us elevate
humanity to the same level Holland, whose barn yards have
(Continued on page 15)
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Birth Control and Child Labor

By Owern R Lovejoy,
General Secretary, National Child Labor Commuttee

HE RIGHT OF CHILDREN to be well born, the nght of
children to be born only when they are destred and when
conditions are such as to guarantee them a fair chance for
growth and education, touches the child labor problem very
closely Considered 1 1ts broader sense the child labor prob
lem 1s now the problem of the whole child and his needs It
can no longer be considered apart from the questions of edu
cation, recreation, dependency, delinquency and health 1In
veshigations m various large cities within recent years indicate
that about 30 per cent of working children (the total 1s roughly
estimated at about 2,500,000) leave school from economic
necessity From 30 to 60 per cent more leave because they are
dissatisfied with school—1t fails to interest them, they want
active, real wage earning work to do  Thus the questions of
education and recreation are perhaps of greatest importance to
the people who are trying to drive child labor out of existence
We must learn the means for enlisting the co operation of the
child himself, through satisfaction of his needs 1n school, with
our fight agamst his exploitation
Consequently 1t would be too much to claim that freedom
for birth control would at once do away with child labor
There are other influences as potent as poverty, the greed
of employers and parents and overcrowdmg mn the homes,
but we can fairly say that with a knowledge on the part of
parents 1n the poorer classes of the means by which thewr chil
dren may be lumted to the number that could be reared and
supported in decency, perhaps one third of all the working
children 1m this country could be saved from a Life of explol
tation and from an existence made well mgh unbearable
through lack of early opportumty and trammg One third—
probably from eight to nme hundred thousand children—
mught be given a chance to escape an unsought existence, and
the necessity of gmiving birth m turn to a new generation of
child laborers For this evil 1s self reproductive, and even the
best of laws must fail to break the vicious circle of chld
labor, poverty, and back to chuld labor

N THE LAST FEW YEARS the occupations open to chil
dren have radically changed i the proportion of boys and
girls engaged Attentron used to be centered upon factories,
mlls, canneries and mines, because in these the most unhealth
ful and strikingly evil conditions obtained Since the passage
of the federal child labor law establishing a 14 year mmimum
age for these industries and a 16 year standard for mines, our
attention has been directed to the three mamn fields of agn
culture, street trades, and tenement home work
Agriculture, according to the 1910 census, occupies about
three fourths of all working children These are working
m the beet fields of Colorado and Wisconsin, m New England
tobacco fields, m the cotton fields of the South, and on thou
sands of home farms all through the country In Hardm
County, Kentucky, a man lives with his wife, one son and four

daughters on a small farm He bought the property, paymg
15 per cent bonus, which draws imterest as well as the mort
gage Last summer they had six acres m tobacco, twelve mn
corn, and a small plot in vegetables No help was hired, but
mstead, the 8, 12 and 17 year old girls and the 10 year old
boy all worked 1n the tobacco field Their father sad by way
of explanation, “That’s the advantage of the tobacco crop—
every child 1s a hand ” In the same state a certam “cropper”
lived on a few acres of 1land with his wife, four sons and three
daughters They were so poor the county was furnishing cloth
mg and school books free to the children The land was
sublet from a tenant, who supplied him with team and imple-
ments, and guaranteed the payment of s bill at the local
store The oldest cluld, a girl of 14 years, was absent from
school 34 days out of the 74 days mn the first four months of
the term, the 12, 11, and 8 year old boys were absent 43, 4
and 33 days, respectively All of these absences were d «
to farmwork, most of 1t tobacco culture, but about onehi1{ o
the absences of the youngest boy were caused by work abo 1t
his home It 15 1n this way that the circle of poverty, 1guorauce
and child labor continues unbroken from generation to gen
eration Large families, poverty, and lack of schoobnz go
hand 1n hand in these rural counties

EPHART IN “Our Southern Highlanders,” says ‘Moun
tain women marry young, many of them at 14, 15 and
nearly all before they are 20 Large famihes are the rule,
7 to 10 children bemng considered normal and 15 15 not an
uncommon number, but the mfant mortality 1s hagh ”

The Children’s Bureau, m a recent report, points out the
mmmediate causes of this terrible waste of human effort “One
mother had done a washmg the day before her second baby
was born, she 15 a regular field hand and chopped cotton all
day, five days a week, up to the day before confinement An
other, a mother of five children, continued her housework,
field work, and chores up to the date of confinement, and the
morning of the day the baby was born picked 45 pounds of
cotton and cocked a big dinner for her famly of seven” It 1s
literally 1mpossible for these women to do anything else As a
negro mother of six children saad  “I went because I had 1t
to do, but I wasn’t able ” She had continued field work until
three days before confinement And the children are the vic
tims, as much as the women

In street trading, 1t would seem, the connection between
necessity and child labor is less close But even here, in the
children who help tend street markets, or who gather up bats
of coal and wood te eke out the family supply, and thereby
lose their chance for proper schooling, we find the result
of over crowded homes Then there are the “Litle mothers”
who are hired out to care for the neighbor’s baby before and
after school



Little Anna hives m the “back yard of Wall Street” and tends
a neighbor’s baby while that “lady” 1s at work “It’s easier
than my last job, because then I had to take care of three
babies and did not get so much money I get up at 5 30 and
go night to the lady, the babies are asleep when I get there,
but they wake up at 7 and I dress them and mind them until
the lady comes from cleaning In the afternoon I take them
out and bring them home before the man gets there”

Then there 15 Veronica who lives opposite the docks Her
father 1s a truckman, working fairly steadily and brmgmg his
money home to the family As there are six chuldren, however,
his wages do not meet all their needs and so the mother goes
out and cleans office buildings for five hours a day One of
the chuldren takes care of her little sister and brother while the
mother 1s away, the older girl takes care of “Aunt Helen’s
babies” and earns $1 a week, and little Veronica who 1s orly
8 years old takes care of two children every morming and mght
for $1 25 a week She has been downg this for a year and a
half and before that, “I minded my own baby ™

TENEMENT HOMEWORK 1s agam the logical product of

too large farmlies and the resulting necessity to make
“every child a hand” The eight children of the Sullivan
family range 1n ages from 13 years to 10 months For several
years therr work has been carding buttons, and at this work
they average 1834 hours a day mcluding Sunday, earming but
a muserable weekly income at that. One child of 12 years, who
worked on buttons, has been desperately 11t  Those who have
worked this year are Elizabeth, aged 13, Jim aged 10, Peter
agted 8 and Alec aged 7 It 13 hardly necessary to enlarge on
the evils of this sort of work, the 1ll ventilated rooms, the in
samtary condrtions, the danger to the consumer, and the mevit
able harm to the children engaged m 1t Teacher’s records
show erther long lines of absentee marks for these, or else a
record of backwardness, due to fatigue and ill health No
amount of regulation can remedy matters So long as women
are allowed to take work from the factory, just so long will
children continue to do sweat shop work in the homes And
just as long as there 1s overcrowding, undesired children, and
consequent poverty, the demand of mothers already over
worked will continue for even this lowest paid grade of labor

In accordance with the broader view of ch:ld labor preven
tion as one m a number of related fields of child welfare, the
National Child Labor Commuttee has made three state surveys
m the last two years, and 1s now engaged on a fourth These
surveys covered all the condihions relating to children—
schools, agriculture, delinquency and probation, msitutsons,
recreation, and so on The striking fact shown n the reports
was the need for correlated work in bringing all these fields
to a common standard of effectiveness, both with regard to
legislation and to enforcement of laws In the study of North
Carolina mstitutions, for istance, it was found that the
“homes” were crowded with women of every grade of mental
and physical defect, that there 1s shght segregation of young
girls from older women in the so-called reformatories, that
feeble minded children are housed with normal children m
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the orphanages, and normal children with feeble minded and
epileptic adults The conservative estimate of one superm
tendent placed the number of feeble minded in the state who
are uncared for and in immediate need of treatment, at be-
tween 5,000 and 6,000 Further the law forbidding marriage
between mental defectives placed no penalty upon the clergy
man or official performmng such a ceremony At one of the
county homes there were found two lttle girls, 13 and 11
years of age, wild as young ammals, the offspring of Peter
and Polly Swink Peter 1s 75 years old, blind, and a perma-
nent inmate of the home Polly 15 younger, a strong mountamm
woman, who dnifts in and out with her two little girls as the
fancy strikes her She 1s always gone during cotton picking
time but the superintendent has learned to expect her back
when the first snow fhies While she 1s not obviously feeble-
munded she 1s entirely irresponsible

THE CASE OF Alice Brown 1s an example of the ineffective

manner 1n which such cases are dealt She was known
throughout the county as a “very bzad woman,” and was
the habit of spending her winters at the county home with her
constantly increasing farmly of young children Her conduct
becoming so flagrant that the judge feared he would have to
take the children from her, he decided that rather than do this
he would give her a week to leave the state

In the matter of the care and segregation of abnormsl 1n
dividuals, however, public opimion 15 awakening It 1s the
care of normal, or potentially nermal children, that demands
greatest attention The country 1s agreed that child labor 1n
factories, mills, and mines 1s destructive to human and even
to industnial efficiency It 1s recogmzed as a hiability What
we need to realize now s that labor which keeps children
from the education and developing play that 1s theirr birth
night 18 harmful 1n almost equal degree. Further—that the
state which keeps from women the knowledge which would
enable them to give opportunity to a few children nstead
of the hertage of want and ignorance to a large fanuly, 1s
as guilty toward s citizens as the state that imphoitly allows
exploitation of 1ts children 1 mndustry

We stand—or like to think that we stand—as a nation for
equal opportunity Can we honestly say that we have fulfilled
this ambitious boast when our schools are failing m the ulta
mate test of meeting children’s needs—when our teachers form
the lowest paid profession, so that m New York City in the
last four years the number of chuldren on part time has 1n
creased from 85,000 to nearly a quarter mullion, due to the
teacher shortage—when nearly three mllion cluldren are
working while other children are bemng fitted for high salaries
and an easy life—when, finally, the law takes from the poor
women the opportunity to hmit her famuly 1n accordance with
her power to provide for them and equally from children,
the chance for strong bodies, adequate care and nourishment
and education? This fact Lies back of the “economnc pressure”
to which one-third of the body of child laborers are attributed
If we are to get down to fundamental forces, birth control must
be viewed frankly and sanely n 1its relation to child labor
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The Tragedy of the Accidental Child

By Margaret Sanger

FIRST RIGHT of the child 1s to be wanted-—to be
desired with an intensity of love that gives 1t its title to
being and joyful impulse to life It should be wanted by both
parents, but especially by the mother, who 1s to carry 1t, nour
1sh 1t, and perhaps influence 1ts Iife by her thoughts, her pas
s10ns, her loves, her hates, her yearmings
We have observed how strongly children inherit their moth
er’s traits  Freud has told us of children so greatly mfluenced
by their mothers as to be icapable of a mate love for anyone
who does not resemble them. We are all familiar with the old
wives’ tales of children “marked” because of a mother’s fright
or other strong emotion, though we know litle concerming
the truth or falsity of this theory Just as little do we know
of the effect of fear, hate, yearning or disgust in the mother
at the time of conception
Untl scientists give years of careful study to the problem
there will be no accurate information concerning 1t At most
we can only speculate upon it now But simnce the life of the
mother m 1its other phases, seems to affect the child so vitally,
18 1t not probable that strong emotion at the tume of concep-
tion, emotion whick lingers and preys upon the mind of the
mother m the months following, leaves its 1mpress deeply if
not mdelibly upon the Iife of the chuld? And 1s 1t not time
that the scientists were making a direct and exhaustive study
of a problem which may be fravght with so much of weal
or woe for the race?

MY PERSONAL OPINION, founded upon observation as

nurse and as a worker in the Birth Control movement,
1s that these emotions have a profound effect upon the child
I behieve that the mother’s fear of pregnancy has a most
unhappy influence upon the Life of her offspring 1 believe
that this fear and the unsuccessful practice of cortus inter
ruptus are responsible for the tinudity, the fretfulness and
feebleness of many infants.

Does 1t stand to reason that no child can be what it should
be, physically, mentally or spmitually, if it 18 conceved and
carmied by a mother to whom the embraces of her husband
are repugnant? Can a mother who begins the creation of the
Inttle Iife m disgust and m disgust brings 1t te birth, bequeath
to her baby the strength, the mental vigor or the dispoesition to
happmness that 1s 1ts mnherent nght? Can a mother whose
very bemg 15 trembling mn terrified submssion or quivering
with hate at the time of conception and who for months there
after experiences a measure™of these same emotions, bring her
chuld forth as well equipped for the life struggle as 1t would
otherwise have been? We know something of the effect of
worry upon the mother’s milk. What may we not yet discover
concerming the effect of worry or even sironger emotions upon
her blood that for nine months flows through the very being
of the child?

THE GREAT NUMBERS of feeble.nunded children?
Why the hosis of mnfants bern tee fesbls te withstand the

dificulties of the first year of existence? Why the weakhng
manhood and womanhood, too timid to make effective protest
agamst the great social wrongs and tyranmes which crush
them?

Science has answered these questions n part, but only m
part I do not beheve that they will be conclusively answered
until account 1s taken of the condition of the mind of the
mother from the moment of the creative embrace until the
child 1s born

The tragedy of the unwanted child—of the accidental child
—-only begins with whatever evil prenatal effect the emotional
condiion of the mother may have upon it The nght to be
wanted 1s its first nght but only the first of many that are
ignored. Usually 1t suffers a further handicap by being car
ried by a mother who 1s physically 11l or overworked. Fear
of pregnancy 1s frequently mspired m the mund of the mother
by the burden of too many children, or by want or by both
When 1t arrives, the accidental child usually finds itself n the
ranks of the millions of hungry and neglected infants Often
1t 13 merely a candidate for an item n the infant mortality
statistics We have before us always the hornble spectacle of
hundreds of thousands of children dying mserably before
they have lived twelve months, of other hundreds of thousands
dymng just as muserably before they reach the age of five.
Worse still, 1s the lot of those other mllions who after the age
of five take their places among the toidlers in mlls and fac
tories.

W'HAT HAVE WE to offer those who do not go to the places
of to1l? To the majority of them, dwelling places too clut
tered and crowded to be called homes Schools that are
crowded, m which “half trme” 1s the sop of the state to the
needs of chuldhood Streets, filthy and crowded, as their play
grounds. And for some of them, finally, crowded jails and
crowded nstitutions for the feeble-minded Crowded always,
never breathing a free atmosphere and seldom a healthy one,
from the begmnning to the end of thewr monotonous lives, the
hordes of unwanted children seldom have a chance to forget
thewr unwanted state
We hear a good deal of sentimentahty about unfailing
mother love We are told that even these unwanted children
have that to protect them 1n thewr hard lots But how few of
the poorer women have the time and the strength to let mother
love develop and express itself? We make a mistake m as
surmng that mothers are always kind. We forget that under
the stress of carmg for many children, under the stramn of
helpmg to earn bread for hungry mouths and clothing for
bodies clothed in rags, the strongest mother love may turn
hitter and cruel

IS ANYTHING MORE HORRIBLE, more hopeless than the
cruelty of a mother worried and tired to distraction?

Oh, yes, there 13 much of 1t If you deubt, go for a hittle while
to live among the families whose mothers are over burdened
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with children whose, bodies and brams are worn threadbare
with toil mside and outside the home Unfortunately 1t 1s
not only the hardhearted father of the story book who 1s cruel
to the children—there 15 an appalling amount of cruelty from
the mothers too

Which of us has not seen such cruelty, even 1n the streets?
A case sigmficant only because 1t 15 of frequent occurence
came to my attention a few months ago A woman, evidently
worn out by a day’s work, was wheeling a child in a baby
buggy m fourteenth sireet Another child, about three years
old, was trudging at her side, chinging heavily to her skart It
had on badly shaped , cheap shoes, which probably hurt 1ts feet
It cried monotonously as it walked The mether, apparently 1n
frantic haste to reach home and prepare supper, doubtless for
a husband and several other children—suddenly felt the drag
of the weary, crymg child  She struck it, first across one
side of its little face and then the other The tiny thing,
surprised by the sudden attack, fell face downward upon
the sidewalk The furious, nerve-wracked mother, picked it
up by the chin and struck 1t agam and agam on the back
until a passer by interfered To a threat of arrest she re
torted “Oh, you shut up This 15 my kid and I'll lick 1t when
I want to ”

Do you hesitate to believe that this happens often” It 1s
common~—as common, almost, as unwanted children Of
course, the mother later on rocks the child to sleep, covers its
bruised face with kisses and seeks to wipe out the memory of
the blows 1n a flood of remorse But the scars are there, mn
the mind of the child, if not upon its body Qur mlitarists
and ecclesiastics who shout for more and more children, who
speak of them as “blessings,” shut their eyes tightly to thus
aspect of child hife among the harrassed poor

N FRANCE, where a knowledge of contraceptives 1s avail
able to a large proportion of the working class mothers,
another typical scene 1s often witnessed The mother arranges
with her employer to leave her work for a time m order to
fetch her child from school through the dangerous crossings
and see 1t safely past the groups of older and rougher boys
Her attitude 1s almost invariably one of tenderness The dif
ference lies in the number of children This French mother
18 not so badly overburdened and her clild 1s the more pre
cious to her because she has only the one, or two

The child’s right to a different lot from that depicted here
15 no longer questioned by thinking people Many men and
women are now working to alleviate the burdens and sorrows
of the army of unwanted infants The material side of the
child’s Iife 15 bound to receive a certain amount of considera
tion now and imn the future Even the unwanted children are
becoming fewer And the medical profession, even the
church, the imperialist, and the employer of “hands”—all
those who are in need of cheap and ignorant humanity—will
see to 1t that children have better shelter and get more of the
food and clothing necessary to their existence Tlus they
will do 1y the nterest of their own nstitutions
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MATERIAL RIGHTS of the child, however, are far more

easy to enumerate and to obtain—when children are
scarce—than are others of its rights which, for want of a
better name, we may call spintual The awakenmg of the
parents to these rights of the child, some of which have been
mndicated in the present article, must fellow quickly upon the
heels of 1ts material nights

The eugen:st very correctly contends that the parents should
be 1n good health, mentally and physically, when the child
1s concerved  They do well to msist that it 1s the first material
night of the child to be “well born” But have they taken mnto
consideration all of the factors?

From what deep spring of moral and spiritual weakness
arises this huge stream of the cringing, the supplant, the sub
mssive? Whence come the natures of these mlhions of human
bemngs who are but imorous pawns moved hither and thither
upon the chess board of existence by a few powerful hands?

Who can say that it 1s not because we come mnto life with
the feeling, conscious or subconscious, that we are not wanted
—that we are accidents? Who can say that 1t 15 not because
we have graven upon our natures, the fear, the disgust, the
loathing, the shrinking of our mothers? Men and women who
have lived through the past four years, n any country on the
globe, know what 1t 1s to be pawns Not all the power of the
church, not all the teachings of Christianity, net all our edu
cation, our theortes of right and wrong, availed the weak wills
of the milhons of “accidents,” when a few tyrants plunged the
civilized world into warfare

HEN WE PEOQPLE the earth with men and women who
are not “accidents,” these human halocausts cannot occur
When we have men and women whose wills, whose moral and
spiritual natures have not been marred by fear and hate from
the moment of conception, war will be impossible
When we msist that conception be surrounded by its normal
atmosphere of triumphant love and happiness, and thus mfuse
mto the new life the spark of love, with its impulse to live, to
love m 1ts turn, to be strong, we shall have a new sort of
humanity There will be no more “dumb, driven cattle”
the guise of men When we can visualize out of the surging
love and happiness of the creative act the strong, healthy,
happy, mertally and spiritually vigorous child, we shall pro
duce indiiduals with mtellectual and spiritual gifts beyond
those of any race that has yet appeared upon earth
Our mmaginations are as yet too weak, too ummnformed, to
portray to us the strength, the beauty and the wonder of a
humamty yet to be brought into bemng—through children cre
ated in the flame of love

Volunteer!

Volunteers are needed to sell the Birth Control Review
m both New York and other cities. A few women
mterested m the movement are sellmg the magazine on
the streets daly m New York City Anyone willng to
help mn this work should commumicate with Ehzabeth
Colt, m care of The Birth Control Review, 104 Fifth
Avenve, New York City
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“TALK”

By Max Ehrmann

(Mr Goodsey and Mr Pesh sitting in the hibrary of
Club, New York Cuy )

Mr Pesa—*All sins are hiological ” That's a great sen
tence It should be craved n stone, and stand m the heart of
every city

Mr GoopseY—It 1s wonderful What does 1t mean?

Mr Pesa—It means that s always tends to wreck man’s
body Man’s bedy 1s a biological machine And the greatest
sin 1s to bring mto the world a sickly child, or a child that one
cannot provide for That’s the unpardonable sin

Mr Goopsey—How are you going to prevent people from
domg 1t?

Mr Pesa—It’s against the law to tell A great cimlization
can not come from poorly born children any more than a
statue can be modeled of cmders

Mr Goopsey—People who talk about as uniteresting a
thing as “a great civalization™ usually have some hidden mo
tive  What's yours?

Mr Pesa—To help posterity

Mr GoopseEYy—You must be 11l

MR Pesa—Now hsten to me
make our government more perfect
arise above 1ts people As well expect the Hudson River to
nise above 1ts water  Therefore, bringing a child into the
world 1sn’t an individual matter at ali It’s the most social
of all matters

MR GoopsSEY—Why, then, all of this Rooseveltian condem
nation of “willful sterzlity” of a few years ago?

Mr Pese—Rulers and political leaders are usually thinking
of & big army Capitalists, especially real estate owners, are
thinking of the price of real estate Not every woman should
have a child any more than every man should have whiskers
Whiskers are merely amusing For women to have five chil
dren usually means that they and their husbands have com
mtted crime It 15 better to have one child and that one
under nourished than to have two and both under nourished

We are always Lrymg to
But no democracy can

Me. Goopsey—I suppose many children are not born of
desire

Mg Pesu—They are born with less care than mushrooms,
and like mushrooms, are popularly regarded as fungi

Mr Goopsey—A child 1s a gift of God
no rehigion

Mg Pesa—I have a good deal of religion I even believe
m baptism 1f 1t 15 done daily As for a child bemng the gift
of God—a healthy child that its parents can provide for 1s,
indeed, a gift of God Any other kind 15 a curse It 15 an evil
that goes down the ages, ever withering the stock of humamty

Mr Goobsey—Do you really think the race 1s growmg
weaker mentally and physically?

MR. PEsE—We shall have to be very careful, else the pigs
will overtake us. Under artificial selection, pigs are bred up

I fear you have

Under no kind of selection whatever, we are carelessly and
1gnorantly bred down

Mr Goopsey—Have a cigar
inherent freedom

Mr Pesa—Give me a match Thanks There 1sn’t any such
thing as inherent freedom The question 1s, what 1s the result
of an action? A man might as well say, “I am gowng to have
the smallpox of I want it ”

Mr Goobsey—What do you have to say about Robert Lows
Stevenson” He never was well a day in his life and yet he
accomplished a great deal

Mr PesH—That argument from Stevenson 1s nearly dead
from over work 1 believe in the eight hour law for arguments
Stevenson was one 1n a million sick persons

Mr Goonsey—He had children, too—hadn’t he?

Mr Prsu—Yes, and they were beautiful and healthy, but
they were children of his fancy, not his flesh The whole ques
tion 15 one that concerns the well being of posterity

Mr GoopseY—Oh hang posterity!

Mr PesH—I am not m favor of 1t  Our present method 1s
severe enough Suppose our ancestors who lived for an 1deal
had had your attitude, you and I would be sitting here on a
stump, with rmgs 1n our noses, and a spear and a skin, trymg
to dagest our neighbors

Mr Goopsey—You seem to regard this as a very great
problem

Mr PesH—It 1s
nobody but the police

MR Goopsey—The police are necessary to keep things
stable

Mr Pesp—They do that—odor and all Yet police are
useful They are healthy and have healthy children They
look well 1n parades, and they add picturesquesness to street
crossings Their aesthetic value 1s incalculable

Mg. GoopseY—You are flippant Their blue unmiforms rep
resent the majesty of the laws

Mr Pesa—The majesty of the blue laws, I presume you
mean Hand me a match Thanks

But to mterfere would lmt

Therefore nobody 18 interested m 1t—

TO MY BABY OR YOURS

By Ralph Cheyney

My Little baby, you are so old—
Long centuries old, if truth were told!
You are her ancestors and mine,
Savage and ape 1 unbroken lme

You are the Past, the Future, too

All Iife to come depends on you
Then, what a holy charge 1s ours

To giwve you happy, healthy hours'



Hard

NURSE who works m the lower East Side has sent us

reports of actual, typical cases with which she has had
to deal 1n the course of her day’s work, If, as Prof Zuebhmn
says, democracy wants quality mn the mass, what chance have
children born of exhausted mothers by unfit fathers into the
conditions of life described here? What chance has the state
to profit by the puny, sickly creatures born under these cir
cumstances? In the campaign that has been waged aganst
wastefulness, why was the greatest initial waste of all over
looked?

What can Iife mean to these mothers, except unbearable mus-
ery? What can it mean to these children except misery even
more cruel than that suffered by their parents?

The report follows

BELLA K.—27 years old, married when 15 years old, preg

nant 11 times, 7 living children born, 3 died when a few
days old, 1 child hved to be 1 months old, mscarriage 4
time, children living now, 3, 7 and 10 years, patient suffers
constantly, due to chronic nephnnis

Has never had a normal pregnancy Toxemia setting m with
pregnancy Has suffered with headaches, eye trouble and ec
lampsia seizures. The last tme patent was pregnant and
mscarried, she suffered terrbly with her eyes. Exammed by
an eye specialist who told her if she became pregnant agamn
she might become permanently blind.

Patient told me during the 11 times she was pregnant, she
had been attended by 12 or 14 doctors, as each time her
doctor had to call m someone for consultation, due to com
plications, and 1t usually ended up by her beng sent to a
hospatal

The only advice ever given to this woman was “be careful
and dont get pregnant again or else you will die.” Never
was given any instruction even of how to safeguard herself

Patient has two daughters and one son Her great sorrow
and anxiety 15 that her daughters, if they marry, may have to
suffer the years of torture and musery that she has gone
through Hopes and trusts before they grow up that there
will be a law to enable nurses to teach women how to escape
much suffering from too many pregnancies—when they are
not egual physwcally to going through with the pregnant pe-
riod Says she has never had mnch happiness, been 1l most of
her life and m want. Husband averages $18 per week.

MARY C —40 years old, 14 pregnancies, 8 living children,
2 still births, 2 hived to be 6 and 7 weeks, 2 miscarriages

This mother told me she could not have any more children,
as she was done out and so weak she could not work any more.
Husband average wage $18 per week. Before last child was
born she worked to within 48 hours before child came. Wanted
to know was 1t any wonder (she had to work so hard) that the
baby was born dead. One girl old encugh to work earns $10
to $12 per week. Mother says 1t takes most of that to keep
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her looking right to go to work and for car fare In asking
her what she would like us to do for her to enable her to have
a little rest to gamn strength, she replied “I want to be taught
how to avoid having any more children.”

“The man 15 a good, steady man but our farly 1s larger
than we can care for We will not be able to gave the children
the schooling they ought to have. We will have to take them
out of school as scon as we possibly can We must make
them breadwinners as soon as we can, as I do not feel I can
help out from tune to me—working as I used to do as an
office cleaner ™

{Then they call us the weaker sex.—Nurse's note )

CATHERINE M.—27 years old, had four children, two

died in mfancy and expected to be confined very shortly
again Home wisit was made. The husband had been 1ll 1n
the hospital for twe months with typhoid fever Man very
reticent and when spoken to about bemng sent for convales-
cent care, replhed he would go home first. When he did not
return to hospital, the home visit was made.

Man was a barber’s helper, average rate of wages $12 to $15
per week. Neat, clean, thrifty famly

The wife saxd she hoped that she would have a safe con-
finement, but she had trouble durmg the whole time she was
pregnant and had been depressed mentally, offered to assist
them, were two months behind m their rent, rephied they had
never taken chanty Told them this was really not charity—
that I had had a donation given to me to commemorate the
birth of a hitle grand-daughter from a woman who wisked to
make some other woman happy

The fanuly then gradually told me their story The strug
gle they had. The funerals of the children had cost $80 and
1t took them two years each time to pay the debt.

If they only had a chance and no more babies would come,
the knew they would be able to get along. It seemed that all
there was 1n the world was trouble and sorrow and more bab-
1es Could I please not tell them how they could have a
chance for a few years. Oldest child 1n this famuly, 634 years.

OSEPHINE, L.—37 years, rent $13, 3 rooms, 9 hving chil-
dren ranging from 14 to 1 year

Grandmother also hives with family

Husband laborer—$2 50 to $3 per day (no work on ramy
days) This famuly first referred to me by the children’s
chimic doctor, because Mary, 9 years years of age, was so
ternibly under nourished. Mother questioned as to condition
of other children and requested to bring them all to the chmic
for examumation. Found that six were all m the same under
fed condition. Durmmg the winter the children were sent for
convalescent care (two at a time) and given proper warm
clothmg. They were given four to five weeks’ convalescent
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care and 1t was amazing to see the improvement Upon therr
return Josephine said she could not bear to see the children
get skinny agamn and would hke to go to work two or three
davs in the week, that the grandmother could mind the
children

Work was secured for her though 1 think as long as I live,
I will feel I committed a crime 1n domg so) and the famly
funds were increased by $7 50 per week for two weeks

Josephine complammed of headaches and that her eyes hurt
her Sent to an eye specialist who reported her condition due
1o anaemia Josephmne was told she would have to give up
gomg to work Insisted upon going to work two days in the
week  Said they “must have the extra money for food and
you know I receive good food when I work” One morning
a phone message came to me from Mrs W to say Josephine
had not come to work and that she was like all the rest, did
not keep her word

Home wisit made, asked why she had disappointed Mrs W
Rephlied, “I had a fight with my neighbor who 1s my friend ”
Asked her what 1n the world that had te do with her going to
work? “Well, you know she lends me her shawl and skirt 1
have no clothes to go to work in  We have to buy everything
on the installment plan and are in debt and cannot get any
thing more until we pay something ”

Agamn an appeal was made for clothing for Josephme She
said she was ashamed to live,—it was “beg, beg, and hungry
children ” Her burden surely was a heavy one, and she was
living 1n terror of having another baby

“If ever I become pregnant agam I am going to kill myself
she said “But you are a nurse and you must teach me how
to take care You must help me It 15 not right te have chil
dren more and more when you cannot feed or clothe them.”

ARTHA M —27 years old, four children, 6, 4, 2, infant
4 months
Husbhand earns $15
good recovery
Second child died m mfancy Mother suffered from puer
peral mama and required samitarium care for several weeks
Third child normal infant, died when 7 months old Mother
very depressed but remained at home durmng convalescent pe
riod

First child normal Mother made

Fourth child normal, mother again suffering mental de
pression and again m samtarmum, but prognesis not as good
as when the second and third children were born

This woman’s husband has appezled to the doctors to tell
him how to avoid having any more children He says he
cannot rest day or mght, 1s distracted when he sees lns wife’s
Children taken care of by strangers He tells me
the doctors give hum evastve answers He asks, “Has no one
any heart? What 1s the use of all science and knowledge 1f
we cannot save my wife from the terrible suffering she endures
after the children are born? It 1s your duty to instruct both
myself and my wife 1in barth control ”

condition

9

STHER R —29 years old, 7 children When this famly
was first brought to my notice, Rose, 9 years of age, had
been 1ll with pneumomia Made a poor recovery, was placed
under observation for tuberculos;s Home wvisit made found
three crippled children 1in family all suffermg osteoinglitis,
one child, hip, two with leg infected All children anaemic
Rose died m an institution, at 12 years of age, where she had
been placed two years before for pulmonary tuberculosis—the
three children with bone tuberculosis are under institutional
care

Man, tiemaker, average rate at that time $10 per week
One bed mn the home, 3 chairs and one table, stool
Children slept on straw mattress on the floor

After the family came under our care the eighth clild was
born, a poor, puny, sickly httle mortal, hved three weeks

The mother looked at the baby with disgust “No good,”
she said, “me no want babies, me too poor—too much sick

child

This patient was a foreigner—had a friend write a letter for
her and brought 1t to the doctor to “please give her medicime
to please have no more babies”

ROM THE NEO MALTHUSIAN, in which 1t was pub
lished by permussion of the doctor who received it

“Sir  Could you kindly send me word or help so I do not
have any more babys as I am now the mother of 18 children
and 1 havent the strength for more I should have had 17
alive only the 3 oldest sons have been killed in this war and my
baby five months old I would not be agamst 1t only 1t keep
me very poor and I have had legs in the vemns hoping you
will do what you can for me ™

The doctor adds “All the children came one at a birth
these 18 confinements 1n 26 years'! Husband gives her 25/
per week (6 dollars) The poor woman still has 10 children
not earning anything *

“WEAVE IN! WEAVE IN!”

By Walt Whiumen

* EAVE IN, weave m, my hardy lde!

Weave, weave a spirt strong and full for great cam
paigns to come,

Weave 1n red blood' weave sinews in, like ropes' the senses,
sight, weave '

Weave lasting sure! weave day and mght the weft, the warp!
Incessant weave'! tire not!

{(We know not what the use o’ Life! nor know the aim, the
end—nor really ought we know,

But know the work, the need goes on and shall go on—the
death enveloped march of peace as well as war goes
on)

For great campaigns of peace the same, the wiry threads we
weave,

We know not why or what, yet weave, forever weave!”



Shall Women Have Families Like These—

R P——, the father of this family 1s in the hospatal suffermg from chronic 1llness All the children are

anzmic and the mother 15 1n & very poor state The children are under fed and under sized The skin and
bone frame of the boy 15 an example of what malnutrition does to children in the families of the poor The
little garl m the back of the picture 1s several years older than the girl in the foreground, but 1s under developed
because of the hardships and want she has endured There was ancther child which succumbed at once to the
Spanish 1nfluenza




Or Shall We Let Them Control Births?
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R and Mrs S——, are 31 and 29 years old respectively During sixteen years of therr marriage ten chil
dren have been born  Seven, the baby three weeks old, are living Ome child 1s tubercular and three others
anemic The father 1s a longshoreman For the past three weeks he has been baitling beside his fellows for
higher pay and better conditions And as he fights he must be weakened by the knowledge that his f imly 1s 10
greater want than ever The mother 1s a janutress and n return for caring for the house, the family receives free
rent Mrs S— said that last winter she has shoveled one hundred and twenty tons of coal
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Race Recuperation

An abstract of a lecture by Charles Zueblin

Through the kindness of one of our friends, we have secured
Professor Zueblin s permussion to print this abstract of his
recent lecture on RacE REcuPeraTiON Many of those who
heard the lecture had thewr attention turned for the first time
to the consideration of the subject to which THE BiRTH Con
TROL REVIEW is dedicated

E GREEKS DEVELOPED the greatest culture ever
known They not only produced art, drama and philoso
phy unsurpassed m succeeding years, but they had a scientific
knowledge of the world and the solar system which their suc
cessors did not know enough to value for fifteen hundred years

Why did the modern world begin with the fourteenth century
A D instead of the third century B C ? The Greek democracy
was a sham It was a sham It was founded upon slavery
The best people stood aloof from politics The Greek states
tried to maintain the balance of power which has been the
destruction of Europe

Aristocracy wastes the race It wanis quantity in the mob,
quality m men, mequality m sex The welfare of the masses
has been sacrificed to the will of the {ew under mlitarism,
ecclesiasticism, and mdustrialism War takes toll of the most
vigorous and adventurous In 1ts wake famme and fever de
stroy the feeblest The Church sacrificed the fearless truth
seekers and the conscientious objectors Industrialism puts
the premium on people who have the most children

The Progress of

Take heed to your progress, us feet are shod with the souls
i slew wuh ws own pollution —Joun BoyLE O’REILLY

COMPARISON OF CONDITIONS in England m the
early part of the Nineteenth Century with some of these
which the Child Labor act m the United States sought to
remedy, shows that within the past hundred years society has
awakened somewhat to the nghts of the child
That the awakenng 1s still sentimental rather than real 1s
startlingly evidenced by the fact that there are, according to
the estimate of the National Child Labor Commuittee, nearly
3,000,000 child laborers i the United States
Even the Child Labor Law, noted in one of the quotations
which follow, was declared unconstitutional by the supreme
court And that would haie affected only 150,000, according
to the Labor Year Book for 1917 18
In place of the law declared unconstitutional, congress, with
an 1rony incomprehensible to anyone but a lawmaker, 1m
posed a tax of 10 per cent upon terstate commerce
products made by child labor In other words, u is exactly as
much of a crune in the United States to work the lLves out of

Democracy conserves the race ft wants quality in the
mass, equalily in sex After millions of years of experimen
tation nature has produced creatures of such value that we
cannot afford to have them born only to die  “Be fruitful
and muluply” was the admonition delivered to four couples
mn an empty world, three of whom had no children, and the
youngest was one hundred years old It 1s no advice for a
world filling up

HE BIRTH RATE is not the national barometer The n
fant death rate 1s the national barometer A high birth
rate 1s always accompamed by a high death rate A low hirth
rate prevails in countries like France, Great Britain, Holland,
Australia and the Umited States, a higher birth rate in Russia,
Austria Hungary, Spamn, and the Balkans The reduction of
the death rate means that the fathers are producers, supporting
those who will be producers, not wasting their energies on
those who will never mature to be producers
The scientific and moral protection of mothers 1s the great
est guarantee of racial superionity Women’s work must under
no circumstances lead to physical debility Health certificates
should be required for marriage m order to protect the fathers
as well as the mothers and the children It 1s the mother who
should choose the children  She must have the knowledge
which will give to the race the greatest number of healthy and
happy children We shall go the way of the Greeks unless we
entrust the choiwce of the coming children to mothers

Children’s Rights

chuldren as it s to manufacture sulphur matches or oleomar
gerine, and the same sort of penalty 1s attached

Sull, the comparison between the first of the following quo
tations and the second shows that there 15 at least a superficial
sentiment 1n favor of looking out for the child, and under
agitation, 1t may deepen The evil will not end, untl the
mothers of these workers attain a knowledge of Birth Centrol
and refuse to bring more child slaves mto the world

Gibbon’s Industrial History of Great Bruain shows the con
dition of child labor in certain factory districts in the early
part of the Nineteenth Century

“Sometimes regular trafickers would take the place of the
manufacturer, and transfer a number of children to a factory
district, and there keep them, generally mn some dark cellar,
ull they could hand them over to a mill owner in want of
hands, who would come and examme therr weight, strength,
and bedily capacities, exactly as did the slave owners i the
American markets After that the children were simply at
the mercy of their owners, nommally as apprentices, but n
reality as mere slaves, who got no wages, and whom 1t was
not worth while even to feed and clothe properly, because
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they were so cheap and thewr places could be so easily sup
plied.”

It was often arranged by the parish authorities, in order
to get rid of imbeciles, that one 1diot should be taken by the
ml] owner with every twenty sane children The fate of these
unhappy 1diocts was even worse than that of the others. The
secret of their final end has never been disclosed, but we can
form some 1dea of their awful sufferings from the hardships
of the other victuns of capitalist greed and cruelty The
hours of their labor were only limited by exhaustion, after
many modes of torture had been unavailingly applied to
force continued work. Children were often worked sixteen
hours a day, by day and by mght.”

HE SECOND IS A brief resume from the American Labor
Book 1917 1918, of the Federal Child Labor Law and
its effect
“The Federal Child Labor Law which took effect September
1, 1917 bars from interstate commerce (though not from sale
withm the State), the products of mmes and quarries where
children under 16 are employed, and the products of mulls,
factories, canneries and workshops where children under 14
are employed or children between 14 and 16 are employed for
more than 8 hours a day or at mght. As for the results of
the law 1 round numbers about 150,000 children will be
affected In factories, mills and workshops there are over
27,000 children 10 to 14 years old who will be thrown out
of work and may, if their state laws are strong enough to keep
them from other occupations, now go to school with ther
more fortunate brothers There are also some 17,000 children
between 10 to 16 who will be taken out of our mines and
quarries. Over 122,000 children between 10 and 16 work
m factories 1n states where they may be employed 9, 10 or 11
hours a day, and over 29,000 work mn states where they may
be employed in factories at mght. The most notable example
of factory workers are, of course, the cotton mll children of
the South, while the bay glass workers of West Virgima are
probably our best known child mght workers.

ONTINUING ON THE same theme the Year Book dis-

cusses the decline of the apprentice system which 1s traced

to various causes and the results of the breaking up of that
system are noted as follows

“(1) The state no longer protects and supervises 1ts youth
ful workers Compulsory education stops in mnearly
all states at the age-of fourteen. Save for the regulation of
labor of 14-16 year old children by a few states, the states
general cease to exercise comtrol or supervision over the
working and home hfe of the youth.

“(2) Children leave school early and go to work at jobs
that are positively wnjurious to them. Studies by Professors
L L Thorndike, G D Strayer and Dr L P Ayres clearly
mndicate (2) that over 50% of those who begmn school before
the age of 13 are elimmated between the ages of 13-16 inclus
we, (b) that there are appronmately 1,100,000 children be-
tween the ages of 13 15 mclumve who are ot 1 school, (c)
that only 40% of the cluldren who enter school ever fimsh

1

the grammar grades, while approximately only 8% ever
fimsh the high school

“The chief reason for this exodus 15 poverty The federal
mvestigation mnto the conditions of women and child wage-
earners together with Miss Atherton’s private study of Wilkes
Barre, Pa, indicate that 45% of those who leave school be-
tween the ages of 14 and 16 come from families whose weekly
income, exlusive of rent 1s less than $2 per capita Allowing
20% for rent this would mean a yearly income of $650 for
a famly of five When we remember that the studies of
Straightoff, Kennedy and Chapin estimates that from $800 to
8900 a year 1s necessary for an average city family, 1t seems
safe to conclude that families below the $650 lne can hardly
get along without the child’s wages Thus poverty 1s the
direct cause of nearly one-half of the withdrawals and must
be a powerful contnbuting factor in an additional large per
centage Thus the poor are compelled to sacrifice the future
possthilities of their children to sahsfy the pressing demands
of present need.

(Is this fawr to the children?—Editor’s question )

“When the modern child does reach work, he finds poorer
opportumties than did his predecessors Few employers will
accept a cluld of less than 16 for a sklled position, and the
14-16 year old child almost invariably works at a “blind alley
job” that affords no opportumty for advancement, gives no
tramning and from which he 1s ousted when he demands an
adult’s wages.”

MASSACHUSETTS Commssion on Vocational Tran

mg discovered that 909 of the children from 14-16 were

employed at unskilled or low skilled jobs possessing no edu-

cational value, and addition kept their jobs for only a short

time, two months, on an average. These evils are not com-

pensated for by the wage which the children receive, which in
1905 was on about $3 40 a week.

Figs do not grow on thistles nor do such leaden thoughts
as find room m the minds of these unfortunate children de-
velop into golden opportunities.

The report of W H Swift on Child Welfare in North Caro
line shows that although the marnage of the feeble-minded 1s
forbidden by the state laws no penalty is imposed on the
clergyman or the officital who performs the marrage cere-
mony, even 1if he knows the condiions The law makers must
have been 1n a hurry when that law was passed

The state education law 1s also somewhat primitive It re-
quires school attendance for only four months a year for chil
dren between the ages of eight and fourteen with “exception,”
i cases of poverty This state also allows children to go to
work at twelve years of age, and 1t frequently happens that
the child leaves school each year at the end of four months
to return the followmng year to the same grade.

Evidently the child hasn’t much to expect from the law
Isn'’t it about time to permut the mother a knowledge of Birth
Control and let her solve this problem by refusing to bring
into the world unwanted babies, whose infant lives must be
wrocksd by tol?
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Charity or Contraceptives?

By “IACCUSE”

HE REPORT of the Baltimore Vice Commussion pub

lished 1n the Survey of May, 1916, showed that two well
known mnstitutions 1n Baltimore for the reception of newborn
nfants exhibited these conditions (1) That “privacy,” mn
these institutions was granted according to the ability to pay
If you were poor and wished to seem respectable, ward priv
acy was all you could get If you had more to spend on your
eleventh hour respectability, you could get a private room and
the superintendent promised that “no one 1n the world would
know that you have been there ” If this situation were not so
tragic it would be ndiculous

If the child was to be left in the institution 1t was to be
separated from 1its mother at once and placed 1n a “nursery ”
The name, 1n view of later developments, seems a sarcasm
This would cost $125 or $200, if so much could be extracted,
and 1t was to be paid mn advance The mother, 1n this case,
was required to sign a document relinquishing the child en
tirely The child “must never be asked for, heard from nor
claimed under any circumstances ” If the mother should wish
to claim it she must pay board for it at the rate of $20 a month

A special study of the babies who were placed in one 1nst1
tution when less than a month old showed that 1n fifteen years,
beginning 1n 1900, not a single one not removed from the
mstitution before the sixth month lived In the other institu
tions the mortahity rate was reduced to 975 What became of
the less than 3 per cent of unfortunate survivors, the investiga
tors erther did not know, or hadn’ the heart to say

Over thurty clergymen of various denominations, some of
whom were social workers as well, were interviewed and only
two of them seemed to think 1t at all reprehensible to aid 1n
the separating of mother and child Respectability 13 indeed
a tyrant and greatly to be feared by the chuld who 1s 1mprac
ticable enough to have “illegitimate” parents Probably all of
these gentlemen would have been greatly shocked at the
mention of Birth Control, or of the comparatively humane
device of disposing of those babies at birth by knocking them
on the head as 1s done with superfluous kittens

THE FOLLOWING translation from Mme Capy’s book

which appeared last year shows what may happen in
France to a legitimate child whose parents are forced by air
cumstances to appeal to public charity “We all know,” she
says,” the lamentable existence of charity children, confided
to the care of rough and avaricious farmers Talented artists
and men of feeling have often depicted the desolating histories
of the little shepherds and farm servants, the resignation of
these feeble creatures doomed to hummliation and hard work,
the revolt of some of them—often of the best among them—
the pumishments of the houses of correchon We also know
of the calvary of mothers, who driven by the mmsery, prejudice,
irony of theirr surroundings have entrusted their little ones
10 the public aid and have grown old with remorse and an

gmsh 1n their hearts 1 will give, as an example, the history
of a woman who came to see me at the beginning of the war

“Her son was a year old when her husband fell 1ll, she
made only thirty cents a day Her neighbors kept helping her
with public axd One day at the end of her strength she
took her baby there Later, having become a widow, and earn
ing a little more, she wished to get him back She addressed
herself to the authorities They demanded that she rexmburse
them for the expenses ot the administration  She did not have
the sum required She never got it As the years passed,
the debt increased Her son was sumewhere on a farm—never
would they tell her where. Never would they let her see him
From month to month, to relieve themselves of her too 1nsistent
petitions, they sent her a card with the words ‘Number X
15 domg well > That was all for twenty years The war came
Number X was a soldier He had to fight I remember the
tragedy of her voice as she said to me

“Is he wounded? Is he a prisoner? If they would only
tell me where he was, I would send him a dollar or a package
I would wnte to him How he must suffer, the poor child,
who does not know me, who curses me perhaps The others
have mothers who write to them ’

And I can hear her still softly sobbing, “He will die and I
shall never see him®”

Such are the conditions which prevaill m some cases
Baltimere and in France Perhaps they are different in New
York We all know that when a New York City official tried to
find out a few years ago, he started something that was very
upseting We are not 1n a position to do anything more than
recommend these matters to the attention of our readers

“There Will Come A Day”

By Angela Morgan

SAW two children, once, their mother n prison, I think—
God' Shall I put 3 1n mnk?
My shuddering flesh fants when I think of those children,
Think of their dirt, their red eyed, horrible phght,
Even now as I write,
With the shield of the years between,
I am sick at what I have seen
O men, O women, you shrink!
You raise offended hands to your horrified eyes—
Would you cure the sore by disguise?
Would you hide the festering wound with tinsel and lace?
Well, cover your face,
Smile and smother your soul as you may,
There will come a day!
—from “Forward March”
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THE EDITOR’S UNEASY CHAIR

N REGARD TO THE DISCUSSION 1n these columns, as

to whether or not procreation 1s the sole purpose of the sex
stinct, opmnion seems to be decidedly on the negative side
For example Dr William J Robinson in the February number
of The Criic and Guide, after remarking that while he knows
he would be 1n much better standing with a certain class of
1dealists 1f he could persuade himself to the opposite belief,
proceeds to mention a few of the obstacles which make that

behef contrary to reason and common sense

It would limit men and women to twelve relations
To a student of actual facts this
The sex instinct begins, perhaps

T'rsT
m a lifetime, at the most
seems quite preposterous
ten vears before, in our civilization, marriage 1s permitted
The 1nstinct works all the year around and does not cease when
its aim 1s accomplished It exists m men and women who are
Dr Robinson concludes that the results of the mnstinct

are secondary, mcidental, and often undesirable consequences

sterile
of the union of the sexes Its primary purpose 1s lugher, nob
ler, more socializing and more contnibuting to the sum total
of human happiness

Havelock Ells, 1n his pamphlet, “The Ob)ects of Marr:age,”
arrives at the same conclusion through somewhat different
reasoming He says that even 1f the primary end of the sex
mstinct 1s to rear children, the secondary function which has
been developing through the ages has become the inspiring
stimulus of all those psychic energies which are counted most
precious 1n civilization He compares the evolution of this
secondary function to that of the functional products of the
human race The hand was developed from the animal fore
Iimb to grasp material things, but it can now play the violin
and pant It has taken God—or nature,—millions of years
to evolve man, and to raise the human species above that help
less bondage to reproduction which marks the lower anmimals
Some people have not yet realized this He mentions the
1solated posttion of the Anglican Bishop of Scuthwark, before
the National Birth Rate Commssion held in London three

years ago This bishop maintained that procreation was the
sole legitimate end of marriage, and that the relation of men
and women except for that end, 1s degrading The Commis
sion wns formed of representative men and women of various
beliefs, Protestants, Catholics and so on Not one 1iden
tified himself with the opmion of this “materially” minded
Bishop, while several decisively opposed 1t as contrary to the
best beliefs of ancient and modern times and as representing
a low rather than a high moral standard

SOME ONE HAS sent us this chipping from an evening paper,
and asked us what we had to say about 1t

Former Jersey School Teacher Sued by Husband
Chicago, — David A Maladien, today asked
annulment of his marriage to Ethel A Butler Mala
dien, former Jersey City school teacher, alleging she
refused to be a mother They were married Jan 21

Frankly, on the information contamed in this paragraph,
we don’t know what to say about it Perhaps the lady’s
reasons were excellent Perhaps she thought she would not
make a good mother, perhaps she thought Mr Maladien would
not make a good father Perhaps she thought mne days too
short time 1 which to accomplish so important a matter, or
perhaps 1t wasn’t the real reason at all, but only what the
man decided to say One thing we do think without any
“perhaps,” and that 1s, 1f she knew enough to teach school and
he, enough to be marned at all, they should have talked the
matter under contention, over before they got the license

AN ANYONE ANSWER sausfactorily Mr Henry Adams’
question as to “Why Woman Is Unknown i America”?
(p 384 of “The Education”) “Once,” he says, “woman had
been supreme, n France she 1s still deemed potent, not merely
as a sentiment, but as a force” Evidently he thinks “Amer
1ca was ashamed of her, and she was ashamed of herself, other
wise they would not have strewn fig leaves so profusely all
over her When she was a true force, she was ignorant of
fig leaves, but the monthly magazine made American female
had not a feature that would have been recogmzed by Adam
Mr Adams thinks that all previous ages and even the Puritans
knew that neither Diana of the Ephesians nor any of the Orien
tal goddesses was worshipped for her beauty She was god
dess because of her force Who or what 1s responsible for
our present bemghted condition?

EDITORIAL COMMENT
(Continued from page 2)

always done well, being scientifically managed, has devoted
herself for the last thirty five years to improving, along the
same lmes, her Hollanders She furmshed information on
parenthood She established clinics giving contraceptive m
formation to the poor who needed 1t New Zealand did the
same A great movement 1s on foot wn Great Britamn to copy
the methods of New Zealand Other countries are m the van
of progress

How much longer are we going to allow dead laws, passed
by dead men, whe perhaps would know better now, to make
explatory sacrifices of future generations upon the altar of
their 1grorance?
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Book Reviews

APPLIED EUGENICS By Paul Popenoe and Roswell Hill Johnson

Macmillan Co 450 pp Price $210

The subject of eugenics has been given too httle attention by the
mass of people who imagme eugenists wish to breed human beings for
perfect physical characteristics alone To such we recommend “Apphed
Eugemcs, by Paul Popenoe and Roswell Hill Johnson, for an inter
esting and readable account of the real aims and value of the science
of eugenics

About a third of the book 1s devoted to the proof that heredity
rather than environment, 1s mamly responsible for character The
ongn and growth of the eugenics movement 15 told, and the methods
advocated by eugemsts for improving the quality of the human race

The chapter on the eugenic aspects of certamn reforms outlines the
relation of these reforms to eugemes, but unfortunately the trend of
the argument 1n each case seems to be that, eugemcally, reform 15 not
advisable A tax on land values, 1t 18 stated, 1s not hkely to be eugeme,
mothers pensions are probably slightly dysgenic rather than eugenic,
motherhdod endowment 15 not eugemic, old age pensions paid by the
state would be dysgenic in a2 number of ways, there are dysgeme features
1 trade umomsm, and a mmmum wage 18 ungquestionably dysgenic
It seems inconceiwvable that our present makeshifts are less harmful to
the race than practically all the reforms suggested or attempted to
date would be

Readers of this Review will find the book interesting for its assent
to the cause of Birth Control, though the authors themselves seem 1n
clined to place more reliance on restrictive eugemcs—sterihzation of
the feeble minded, and Life long segregation of the unfit—than on Birth
Control

“There 1s no justification,’ the book states, “for hoping to influence
the race for good through the actzon of any kind of external influences,
and there 1s not much danger of mfluencing it for 1ll through these
external influences The situation must be faced squarely then if the
race 18 to be improved, 1t must be by the use of the matenal already
mn existence, by endeavor to change the hirth and death rates so as
to alter the relative proportzons of the amounts of good and bad germ
plasm 1n the race”

And again ‘It 1a at once evident that a dechne rather than an m
crease 1n the hirth rate of some sections of the population, 13 wanted
There are some strata at the bottom that are a source of weakness
rather than of strength to the race, and a source of urnhappiness to
themselves and these around them. These should be reduced in
number ™

Having written that the race can only be improved by a change in
the birth and dea h rates, and that a decline 1 desired 1n the birth
rate of some sections of the population, 1t 15 difficult to understand why
the authors are not stronger in thewr support of Birth Control, since it
1s by this means alone that the birth rate can be appreciably reduced
m large sections of the population. It would obviously be impossble
to segregate whole sections of the population as unfit.

WOMEN Anonymous Alfred A Knopf 150 pp  $1.25

A md Victorian conception of 20th Century conditions The aneny
mous author, be he man or women or a little of neither cannot accept
the changes that have come about mn the status of women He admuts
their ever mcreasing activities, and ascnbes them all 1o femnine vamty
Woman, not content with her laurela as the mere sex creature which
she 13 has sought new trophies in man’s own world So far owing to
mans great good nature she has been able to have things both ways.
These Elyman days will soon be over The men will come back from
the war truculent and full of their nghts. They will no longer be
chivalrous toward women dabbling in industry

Confronted with real compenition, the woman will fml Without
man s moral support she alwaya collapses. She lacks physical stability
There won’t be men enough under the monmogamic system to go around
se she won’t be able to ply her usual trade of matrimeny

Thus ambushed 1 every direction, even the author admits that her
position 15 not reassuring She will be crabbed, but orly for a hundred
years or more Then she will readjust herself and the good old times
will come once more Taught by falure she will agan be content to
look at things through mens eyes and to exist solely for his comfort
and entertamnment This 18 sure to be her end, for, and this s the
final tnuumph of the authors analysis, she 15 only receptive, she can
never create and therefore she can only attain through man to any
thing but mysteries Either the author has no sense of humor or any
thing else, or he 15 making fun of us all The question 13—is 1t worth
while wading through so many exploded fallacies to be, mn the end,
confronted by such a nddle?

Two Reviews by Harold Hersey

KNOWLEDGE A YOUNG WIFE SHOULD HAVE and KNOWL-

EDGE A YOUNG HUSBAND SHOULD HAVE By Dr A A

Philip and H R Murray Sex Knowledge Senes Dawnid McKay,

Philadelphia  Price, 75¢

It 15 about time these old gentlemen of ve honored profession should
stop wnting tiresome, dull, valueless treatises on sex, marmage and love
In these two books we meet the typical “old maid authors, with their
panaceas for all 1lls In one book they go into detail advising the pros
pective bndegroom to confer with the sweetheart’s parents—for mercy's
sake, if children were raised properly, we would not have to fear any
sane discussion with our lady loves

In the other book the wnter speaks of The curse of the corset”—
“Economy in rent —etc In both volumes the authors dodge birth
control, putting up a lot of fake i1deas to cover thewr fears of comng
strmght out in defence of this urgent necessity in modern society

We are all weary of caouflage by doctors—authors About minety
per cent of the profession believe and practice what they dare mnot
preach Such tommyrot We certainly cannot recommend these two
books by a pair of doddenng puritans two silly volumes by
two silly morahists.

BOOKS RECEIVED
Profits of Religion By Upton Sinclair  Upton Sinclair, Pasadena,
Cahformza 315 pp Price, $1, cloth, 50c paper
Labor Movement in Japan By Sen Katayama. Charles H Kerr &
Co, Chicago 147 pp Prce, $1
Creative Impulse 1n Industry By Helen Marot
147 pp Price, $1.50

PAMPHLETS RECEIVED

14th Annual Report of National Child Labor Commttee By Owen
R. Lovejoy National Child Labor Commuttee, 105 West 22nd Street,
New York. 18 pp  Price, 5 cents

The Child Labor Bulletin, Feb, 1919 National Child Labor Cem
muttee, New York 296 pp Price, 50c.

Child Labor in Warnng Countriea. By Anna Rochester National
Child Labor Commuittee, New York 11 pp Price, 5¢

Children 1n Agriculture By Ruth Mclntyre National Child Laber
Commuttee 15 pp

High Cost of Chuld Labor
pp  Pnce, Sc

The Journal of Delinquency By Dr Henry H Goddard Tramng
School, Vineland, N J 34 pp

Mentaluy of the Amving Immigrant B E H Mullan. Bul. 90,
United States Public Health Service 131 pp

Mental Examnation of the Immigrant By E H Mullan. Bul. 398
United States Public Health Service. 16 pp

Natiopal Chiidren’s Pohcy By Raymonrd C. Fuller National Chald
Labhor Commuttee 8 pp Price, 5e

Self Determunatien for India By India Home Rule Leagus, 1400
Breadway 15 pp Price, 10¢

E P Dutton Co

National Child Labor Committee 21
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“Not Fit to Print”

HE ABOVE IS THE MOTTO of the New York Times, and

below 1s a letter sent to the Tumes 1n response to its yearly
two page presentation of the stories of “The Hundred Neediest
Cases,”—those of the suffering poor who need immediate finan
cial help

The letter explans iuself But the Times editors evidently
considered anything on birth control unfit to print, judgmg
by the fact that a short time previously the Times refused to
take an advertisement of the Arbitrator magazine, which con
tamed a debate on birth control presenting arguments both pro
and con

To the Edtor of the Times, New York City

Sir I hope the Hundred Neediest Cases will be aided
They certainly need it I hope moreover that a good deal more
will be subscribed this year than last year, when the average
rehef provided was $135 per family That will not go far
when the cost of living has increased 67 per cent. I will gladly
contribute $25 toward the fund, if you wall publish this letter
of comment on the hundred cases

In 41 of those cases, the suffering would have been greatly
lessened and mn some, avoided altogether if the parents had
been intelligent enough to postpone the births of some of their
children till they had more money and better health In other
words they were mn dire need of the beneficent, scientific, con
traceptive knowledge which our present bemghted laws declare
crtmunal

In 18 of these cases, one and sometimes both of the parents,
had tuberculosis for a long time preceding the birth of the
younger children It 1z well known that tubercular people,
by an odd cruelty of nature, are more prolific than normal
people It 15 also well known that a tubercular woman with a
baby coming menaces her own life and that of her baby In
case after case 1t 15 recorded that one, sometimes all of the
children are predisposed to tuberculosis

There are many cases where children have been born after
mnsanity became evident in the father, many others where poor
Inttle babies had drunkards for fathers

In all of these had the woman known how to protect herself
from further motherhood, she might have stood a chance for

health, a fair earming capacity, and opportunity for her existing
children

On behalf of thousands of parents who have defimtely de
manded that laws forbidding this knowledge be repealed, and
whose names and addresses can be produced, and on behalf of
the numberless thousands of marticulate sufferers from lack
of this information, I most earnestly ask the New York Times
and 1ts readers to supplement the appeal for the neediest hun
dred cases, by a vigorous demand that the New York law be
changed forthwith, at this very next sessien of the Legislature
which convenes the first week in January

MARY WARE DENNETT,
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THE BEACON

[Mail Order Book Service]

Offers to assist disernminating book buyers,
those who are remote from big book cen-
ters, as well as others

Specializing 1n the mail order service, we can
assure our patrons of unusual promptness
and care m delivery and of infimte indivad
ual attention to their wishes

We take pleasure n sending regularly, to any-
one 1nterested, our Monthly Bulletin of
Books, covering various fields of hiterature
Special faciiies for securing out of-print
and foreign books Correspondence in-

vited
THE BEACON
[Mail Order Book Service]
134 Montague St., Brooklyn, N Y

FOR MEN and WOMEN
By WILLIAM ] ROBINSON, MD

IS 1s one of Dr Robmnson’s most mmportant and

most useful books It 1s not devoted to abstruse

discussions or doubtful theories 1t 1s full of prac
tical information of wital importance to every woman
and through her to every man, to every wife and through
her to every husband.

The sumple practical points contamed n 1ts pages
would render millions of homes happier abodes than
they are now, they would prevent the disruption of

many a family, they show how to hold the love of a
" man, how to preserve sexual attraction, how to remamn

young beyond the usually allotted age This book de
stroys many injurious errors and superstitions and
teaches truths that have never been presented m any
other book before In short, this book not only imparts
mteresting facts, 1t gives practical pomts which will
make thousands of women and thousands of men hap
pier, healthier, and more satisfied with hfe Certain
chapters or even paragraphs are alone worth the price
of the book

1 —_
1 Nlustrated 412 Pages Cloth Bound Price §3

Order Drrect
THE CRITIC AND GUIDE
12 West Mt. Morris Park New York City

Dr Robmson’s Never Told Tales—$1 00

WOMAN: HER SEX and LOVE LIFE
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The Malthusian Doctrine Today
By Charles Drysdale, Sc B
(Continued from March Issue)

'WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? h can only be explained

three ways Either the birth rate must have been re
markably low during the buik of the time, or there must have
been a tremendous emigration, or there must have been a
very high death rate  The first two explanations are obviously
untenable  Although we have no records during the middle
ages there can be no reasonable doubt that the marnage rate
was higher than m recent times,* and emigration was certainly
a very small factor Ewidently the slow increase was due to
an exceedingly high death rate which could only be caused by
serious dearths of food It cannot be explammed by saymg
that 1t was due to want of medical knowledge or of sanitation,
as, 1if so, how are we to explain the very rapid mncrease of
population in Umited States, where certamnly no better arrange
ments existed mn the early days® No, the slow growth of the
English population, except for very serious and prolonged
wars, can only be explained on the ground of almost chronic
msufficiency of food, and the same applies to every one of the
older civilizations

The foregoing 1s an example of the reductio ad absurdum
method of proof so famuliar to students of Euclid Having
stated our law that population 1s contmually pressing agamnst
the means of subsistence, we have proceeded to find out how
fast population would have ncreased 1f no such lack of sub
sistence existed That rate of increase was mamfestly so

The Birth Control Review

absurd, 1n comparison with the actual or even conceivable rate
of continual increase, as to show that the hypothesis of ade
quate subsistence was absurd —Q E D
HE LAW OF CORRESPONDENCE of Birth and Death
rates, the next deduction from the principle of Maithus,
1s the most momentous of all from the humanitarian stand
point If population constantly presses aganst the means of
subsistence, the increase of population 1s kept back to the
mcrease of subsistence, just as the speed of a tramn must be
kept back to that of a train 1n front of 1t on the same track
Now, 1n each country over a considerable period there 1s a
fairly constant rate at which its food supply can be increased,
either by improvements of its methods of agriculture, by the
bringing of new land mto cultivation, by improvements of
means of transport, or by the development of its manufac
tures, which can be exchanged for the tood of other countries
In long settled countries, confined chiefly to the advance of
agriculture, like France, India and China, this increase must
be comparatively slow In those having large tracts of new
land, like Canada and Australasia, 1t may be very high, as 1t
formerly was 1n the United States The same 15 true of coun
tries which, although long settled, have only recently escaped
from severe feudal restrictions, as in Russia and the Balkan
States In the last category are countries which have already
developed their agriculture fairly fully, but have natural re
sources and aptitude for manufacturing, as, for example, Great
Britamn, Germany and the Umited States at the present day,

Of course, this proof does not necessanly apply to civilized countnes
at the present time of considerably restricted families, but at most cer
tamly does to Eastern nations and to the world as a whole
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and in these the mcrease will, as a rule, be at an intermediate

rate

That 15 to say, that each country has a more or less

defimte speed of 1ts food train (to use the analogy previously
adopted) fixed by the energy and capability of 1ts inhabitants
and by us natural resources

What conclusion do we draw from this? Sumply that as the

population train cannot pass the food tram, it can only ad

vance at the same rate, and therefore any attempt to advance
more rapidly will only cause collisions and loss of hfe Or,
1 terms of population, all excess of the birth rate over a cer
tamn munimum required to keep pace with the foed supply will
only cause an increase of the death rate, without accelerating
the increase of population

In other words, a high birth rate implies a high death rate,

a low birth rate a low death rate, and a rise or fall of the
former should produce an approximately equal rise or fall

19

of the latter This may be called the law of correspondence

of birth and death rates

(Continued 1n May Issue)
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Birth Control Organizations

IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES

The Federation of Neo Malthusian Leagues
Dr Alice Drysdale Vickery, President

CoNsTITUENT BobIEs

Excrann  (1877) —The Malthusian League  Secretary, Dr
Binnie Dunlop, 48 Broadway, Westminster, London, SW
Penedical, The Malthusian

Horranp  (1885) —De Nieuw Mzlthusiaansche Bond  Secretary,
Dr ] Dutgers, 9 Verhulststraat, Den Haag Penodical, Het
Gelluklig Huisgeznin

Germany (1889) —Somal Harmomische Verem Seeretary, Herr
M Hausmemster Stuttgart Periodical, Die Somale Harmonie

France (1895) —G Hardy, 29 Rue Pixerecourt, Pans Pen
odical, Generation Consciente

Spary  (1904) —Liga Espanola de Regeneracion Humana Secre
tary, Senor Lws Bulff, Calle Provenza, 177, Pral la, Bar
celona Penodical, Salu y Fuerza

Bercrum  (1906) — Ligue Neo Mathusienne
Fernand Mascaux, Echevin, Courcelles

SwitzereaND (1908} —Groupe Malthusien  Secretary, Valentin
Grandiean 106 Rue des Eaux Vives, Geneva. Penodical,
La Vie Iname

Bongemis AustTRiA  (1901) — Secretary,
Zizhov, Prague Perwodical Zadruhby

Portrucar,—E Siva, Junior, L da Memona, 46 1/e, Lishon.
Penodical, Paz e Liberdade

Brazir, (1905) —Seccion Brasilena de Propaganda Secretanes,
Manuel Moscosa, Rua d Bento Pires 2¢ San Pablo, Antonio
Domimguez, Rue Vizcande de Moranguapez 25, Rio de Janeno

CuBa  (1907) —Seccion de Propaganda Secretary, Jose Guardi
ola, Empedrade 14, Havana

SwepeEn  (1911) —Sallskapet for Humamtar Barnalstrmg Pres
1dent, Mr Hinke Bergegren, Vanadisvagen 15, Stockholm, Va

Itacy (1913) —Lega Neomalthusiana Itahana  Secretary, Dr
Luigr Berta, Via Lamarmora 22, Turin Periodical, L Edu
cazione Sessuale

Secretary, Dr

Michael Kacha, 1164

Arrica —Ligue Neo-Malthusienne, Maison du Peuple, 10 Rampe
Magenta, Alger

IN THE UNITED STATES

ANN ARBOR, MicH —Mrs L A Rhoads, 1318 Forest Court
Bawcor, ME—Dr P E Luce, 40 Central Street

Boston, Mass —The Buth Control League of Massachuseties
Box 1358 Mrs (akes Ames, president

Puapereria, PA—Dr L A Young, 5152 Haverford Avenue

Cuicaco In—The Ciunzens Commuttee on Fanuly Limutahon
Secretary, Mrs. B E Page, 521 Longwood Ave, Glencoe, Il

CreveLano, QOmio —Birth Control League of Ohio Mrs A W
Newman, 10601 Ashbury Avenue, secretary

Derrorr Mice —Mrs. Jessie A Rene, 919 Brooklyn Avenue
Evizasera Crry N C— Mr and Mrs W Q Saunders
Harrissurc, Pa —George A Hernng, 2436 Reel Street
Los AnceLes CaL—Dr T Pereiwval Gerson
MinngapoLls, MiINN —The Minneapolis Birth Control Lesgue
Mrs, Helen C Thomsen, 1208 Vincent Avenue, N, secretary
New OrLeans La —H G Shockley, 428 Delaronde Street
New Yorx
The Commuttee of One Thousand Dr Ira S Wile, 230 W
97th Street, chairman
The Natwonal Burth Control Leogue
Mrs Maxwell Hyde
The Womans Commuttee of One Hundred Mrs. Amos P
chot, chairman, 9 East 81st Street
PirrseurcH, Pa-—The Buth Control League of Western Fenn
sylvanta  Mrs Clarence Renshaw, 117 Linden Ave Edge
wood, secretary
PortLAND, OrE.—The Birth Control League of Portland H C
Dekker 652 Elliott Avenue, president. Mrs J R Oatman
549 Fifth Street secretary
Rapnor, Pa—The Main Line Branch of the National Birth Con
trol League —Mrs Walter M Newlkark, secretary
Rocuester, N Y —A L Howser, 227 Parsells Avenue
St Lours Mo —Grace Anderson, Cuty Dispensary, 11th and
Chestnut Streets
St PauL, MINN —The Minnesota State Burth Control League
Secretary, Mrs Grace M Keller, 230 Vernon Ave, St Paul
San Frawcisco, Car-—The Buth Control League of San Francisco,
239 Geary Street. Margaret McGovern, president
SEATTLE, WasH-The Seattle Buth Control League Minnie
Parkhurst, 516 Third Ave. West Seattle, Wash secretary
Summit, N J—Rev Fraeklin C Doan
‘WasHingToN, D C —The Buth Control League of the District of
Colurgbm Mrs. Anne Wexler, 1926 New Hampshire Ave,
president
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A Letier 1o the Women of America

The war 1s over You, the women who were beginning to take an interest in Birth Con-
trol and 1ts meaning 1 our social development, were thrown by the war into a multitude of
new duties You were unable, while the conflict lasted, to give thought, time or money to
any movement, no matter how worthy, no matter how pregnant with good to women or to
society as a whole

But the war 1s over, you are back in your homes, with time to rest and reflect You
have given two years of energy and devotion to the cause of “the boys over there” Now

will you not give the same measure of time, energy, money and devotion to “the women over
here”?

Governments have acknowledged umversaily the tremendous part you have played in
winning the war There have been a multitude of offlcial communications, proclamations,
resolutions and memorials attesting that victory could not have come without you

Yet, you who have aided in winning the war, have been but a very small percentage of
the women of the world Only those who were unmarried were able to help Or these mar-
ried women who were not over-burdened with too many children No woman could help
who was tied to the domestic machine

You were able to give your services because you were free—free through a knowledge
of Birth Control Had you been mothers of eight, nine or ten children, you could not have
gone from place to place, “doing your bit,” no matter how much you desired to do so

You owe your freedom directly or indirectly to the Birth Control movement and the
knowledge which it spreads

No amount of money could have freed you from the worries, trials and sickness, of chil-
dren and of yourselves, which a knowledge of Birth Control has spared you You were 1n-
deed fortunate, for you are free from these chains

By nature, and according to the laws of the state and the nation, you should have borne
at least one child for every two years of your married life Count up and see how many
children you would have had, had not the 1dea and the knowledge of Birth Control been
available to you

Reflect upon the fact that there are millions of overburned mothers in America to
whom this knowledge 1s a sealed book—to whom freedom such as yours 1s, therefore denied

In gratitude for this knowledge, will you not come to the aid of the women from whom
it 1s withheld? Waill you not, for every child that you would have had, had you not known
how to hmit your family, purchase one $10 share of stock in The Birth Control Review?

For every bond you purchase, I promise to free ten women from the bondage of 1gnor-
ance.

You have purchased Liberty Bonds for the men “over there” Why not “Liberty Bonds”
now for the women “over here?”

MARGARET SANGER, Editor
The Birta ConTROL REVIEW, All9 The Birta CoNTROL REVIEW, All9
104 Fafth Avenue, gu'p;iartﬂi a:ud hﬁ‘ued voluntary effort
OREUCLE 10, o 1
New York City 104 Fifth Avell;ue, o
New York City
Tenclose 8. eune. for which send me <cee...
shares of your stock, at $10 00 a share. I enclose $1 50 Send me The Biate ConTROL REVIEW
for one year
Name Name
Address Address




