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Editorial Comment 
By Mary Knoblauch 

W E VISIT WITH our d~sapprobat~on the man or woman 
who collects pets--cats, dogs, parrots and so on--only 

to neglect them and let them die of starvation We not only 
do not approve of such a person, but we call h ~ m  a lunat~c or 
eccentric, accordmg to his wealth or social position, and we 
judge h ~ m  to he fit for an asylum or prov~de h ~ m  wlth a guard 
ian as the case may be Even the law IS very helpful m dealing 
wlth people who are careless about t he~ r  cats and dogs When 
~t IS a quest~on of people who are careless about producmg 
more ch~ldren than they can look after properly, or endow w~th 
health, strength, education and a reasonable opportunrty to 
pursue happ~ness, we act qu~ te  differently The law and the 
Pharisees refuse to demobilue the~r  prejud~ce, ignorance and 
false sentimentahty They say sententiously, "~ncrease and 
mult~ply," forgettmg that there were only e~ght  people in the 
world when t h ~ s  advlce was gven Natural causes, f m e ,  
disease and other ungentle and wasteful agents of destruction 
will look after the surplus 

Almost everywhere today, men and women ~ n s ~ s t  on the 
nght of self determmat~on m the cho~ce of mate Why IS 

not the careful choosmg of the chlld the next logcal step m 
our haltmg progress toward rat~onaluing hfe? The ch~ld  
himself seems to be hopelessly precluded from choosing his 
parents He has to take them as he finds them He must 
certa~nly be qu~ te  often aghast at the s~tuat~on in whwh be finds 
h~mself upon h ~ s  arrival Hurrled h~ther  w~thout bemg con 
sulted and, all too frequently w~thout bemg wanted, t E small 
wonder that he so often behaves as mconsequent~ally as he 
does when he dmovers the fix he E m 

T H E  FIRST RIGHT a ch~ld  should bave, and smce he can't 
protest, we should ~nslst upon ~t for him, IS that of bemg 

wanted The second r~ght  1s that hls parents should be educated 
up to not wantmg him unless they are farrly sure they can 
prov~de for hlrn decently, untd he can look after hrmself 
The only way that t h ~ s  can be done, is by educatmg the parents, 
fully, honestly, decently m a knowledge of themselves and 
theu respos~bil~t~es, and by allowmg them to be taught the 
means of regulat~ng thew famhes In accordance w~ tb  the~r  
own health and econom~c resources T h ~ s  latter lnformat~on 
the law of the land refuses to let them have The unthnklng, 
who should not be the ones to carry on the race, produce 
chddren more rap~dly than the~r  health, strength and resources 
wdl perm~t This IS hard on them, worse for the chddren 
and harmful to the commun~ty Their suffermg, smce they 
don't think, can, ~f one hkes, be discarded, the child and the 
communlty remam to be cons~dered The readers of this Re 
vlnr are intelligent enough to tackle this problem by them 
selves The parents who thmk, but don't know what to do, are 
next m order, and thew suffermg IS enough to break one's heart 

A nurse m the lower East S ~ d e  told of an Italian woman 
who came to the clinic w~th  her l~t t le  boy whose collarbone 
was broken h e  woman had slx ch~ldren and another one 
corning When asked how Johnme come to be in t h ~ s  shattered 
cond~t~on, her gr~ef was dlstractmg She said that she had 
some sewmg to finish, for the rent had to be pa~d-the hus 
band's wage was not enough for so many to live upon--she 
was thlnkmg of the newcomer, and wondering how she could 
take care of h ~ m  and whether they would all of them starve, 
or be dependent on chanty Johnnre was mich~evous and 
~r r~ ta t lng  She pushed h m  roughly as~de and he fell and broke 
h ~ s  collar bone "Oh," she cned, overwhelmed by remorse, 
"not to bave any more chddren, t ~ l l  we can care for those we 
have One baby-lovely, two bables good, three bab~es, 
all r~ght ,  four, can manage F~ve-hate 'em all'" 

ON'T JUDGE HER harshly, those of you who have nurses 
Dto look after y o u  cblldren when they are bothersome, 
and money enough to be comfortable and easy yourself Con 
slder her pl~ght  and resent the unjust laws wh~ch forhld a 
good wife and an excellent mother to so regulate her fam~ly 
even as you very probably do yours, that rt wdl be a blessing 
to her and a benefit to the communlty Someone may here 
remark ''let the husband and wife be self controlled" But it 
1s not a race of celrbates that makes the world go round It 
IS human bemgs, w~ th  des~res and passions It IS the out 
come of these natural mstmcts that must be dealt w~th-pend 
mg the entire transformat~on of mankmd And for the sake 
of the ch~ld, to say nothmg of the race, ~t would seem only 
fair that he shouldn't have to come where he is not, and under 
the cond~t~ons, cannot be wanted 

When eugen~cs first began to be d~scussed, objectrons were 
heard to the effect that they would reduce humanrty to the 
level of a barn yard Reduce 1s certainly not the word NO 
modern barn yard 1s run on any such blmd plan as 1s ~ursued  
by the human race No barn yard run so foolishly could even, 
for a few years, sumve sclent~fic compet~t~on Let us elevate 
humanity to the same level Holland, whose barn yards have 

(Contmnued o n  page 15) 
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Birth Control and Child Labor 
By Owen R Loveloy, 

General Secretary, Notzonal ChzM Labor Cornmutee 

T HE RIGHT OF CHILDREN to be well born, the r~gh t  of 
children to be born only when they are desired and when 

conditions are such as to guarantee them a f a ~ r  chance for 
growth and educat~on, touches the child labor problem very 
closely Cons~dered In ~ t s  broader sense the chdd labor prob 
lem 1s now the problem of the whole child and his needs It 
can no longer be cons~dered apart from the questlons of edu 
catlon, recreation, dependency, delmquency and health In 
vestlgat~ons m various large cities w~thin recent years mdicate 
that about 30 per cent of working chddren (the total is roughly 
estmated at about 2,500,000) leave school from economlr, 
necesslty From 30 to 60 per cent more leave because they are 
dissatisfied with school-it falls to interest them, they want 
active, real wage earning work to do Thus the questlons of 
educat~on and recreation are perhaps of greatest Importance to 
the people who are trylng to drive child labor out of existence 
We must learn the means for en l~s t~ng the co opention of the 
child h~mself, through sat~sfaction of h ~ s  needs m school, wLth 
our fight against hls explortat~on 

Consequently it would be too much to claim that freedom 
for buth control would at once do away w ~ t h  chlld labor 
There are other influences as potent as poverty, the greed 
of employers and parents and overcrowdmg in the homes, 
but we can f a d y  say that with a knowledge on the part of 
parents m the poorer classes of the means by which them chi1 
dren may be llrmted to the number that could be reared and 
supported m decency, perhaps onethud of all the workmg 
children in thls country could he saved from a llfe of explo~ 
tation and from an exlstence made well nigh unbearable 
through lack of early opportunity and trainmg One th~rd- 
probably from e~ght  to nme hundred thousand children- 
mght  be p e n  a chance to escape an unsought exlstence, and 
the necessity of gvmg buth m turn to a new generation of 
chdd laborers For this evd is self reproductive, and even the 
best of laws must fad to break the vicious c~rcle of child 
labor, poverty, and back to child labor 

I N THE LAST FEW YEARS the occupations open to chd 
dren have rad~cally changed m the proportion of boys and 

pis engaged Attent~on used to be centered upon factories, 
mlls, canneries and mmes, because in these the most unhealth 
ful and str~lungly evd cond~tions obtamed Smce the passage 
of the federal child labor law estabhshmg a 14 year mmimum 
age for these mdustr~es and a I6 year standard for mmes, our 
attention has been directed to the three mam fields of agri 
culture, street trades, and tenement home work 

Agriculture, accordmg to the 1910 census, occup~es about 
three fourths of all workmg children These are workmg 
m the beet fields of Colorado and Wisconsm, m New England 
tobacco fields, m the cotton fields of the South, and on thou 
sands of home farms all through the country In Hardm 
County, Kentucky, a man lwes wlth his w~fe, one son and four 

daughters on a small farm He bought the property, paymg 
15 per cent bonus, wh~ch draws interest as well as the mort 
gage Last summer they had SIX acres in tobacco, twelve m 
corn, and a small plot in vegetables No help was hired, but 
instead, the 8, 12 and 17 year old guls and the 10 year old 
boy all worked in the tobacco field Their father s a ~ d  by way 
of explanation, "That's the advantage of the tobacco c r o p  
every cb~ld  is a hand " In the same state a eertam "cropper" 
hved on a few acres of land with b ~ s  w~fe, four sons and three 
daughters They were so poor the county was furn~sh~ng cloth 
mg and school books free to the chddren The land was 
sublet from a tenant, who suppl~ed h ~ m  with team and ~ m p l e  
ments, and guaranteed the payment of his bill at the local 
store The oldest child, a g ~ r l  of 14 years, was absent from 
school 34 days out of the 74 days In the first four months of 
the term, the 12, 11, and 8 year old boys were absent 43, 4 
and 33 days, respectively All of these ab.ences were cl L 

to farmwork, most of it tobacco culture, but about one h I f ol 
the absences of the youngest boy were caused by work abo ~t 
h ~ s  home It is in t h ~ s  way that the circle of poverty, lguorauce 
and chdd labor continues unbroken from generation to gen 
eration Large families, poverty, and lack of schoolmq go 
hand m hand m these rural counhes 

EPHART IN "Our Southern H~ghlanders," says 'Moun 
tam women marry young, many of them at 14, 15 and 

nearly all before they are 20 Large famlies are the rule, 
7 to 10 cb~ldren bemg cons~dered normal and 15 is not an 
uncommon number, but the mfant mortal~ty IS high " 

The Children's Bureau, in a recent report, polnts out the 
immediate causes of h s  terr~ble waste of human effort "One 
mother had done a washmg the day before her second baby 
was born, she is a regular field hand and chopped cotton all 
day, five days a week, up to the day before confinement An 
other, a mother of five children, contmued her housework, 
field work, and chores up to the date of confinement, and the 
morning of the day the baby was born p~cked 45 pounds of 
cotton and cooked a big dmner for her famly of seven" It is 
l~terally imposs~ble for these women to do anythmg else As a 
negro mother of SIX ch~ldren said "I went because I had it 
to do, but I wasn't able" She had contmued field work until 
three days before confinement And the children are the vm 
tuns, as much as the women 

In street tradmg, it would seem, the connection between 
necesslty and child labor 1s less close But even here, in the 
chddren who help tend street markets, or who gather up bits 
of coal and wood to eke out the family supply, and thereby 
lose t he~ r  chance for proper schoolmg, we find the result 
of over crowded homes Then there are the "lmle mothers" 
who are hired out to care for the ne~ghbor's baby before and 
after school 
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L~ttle Anna hves m the "back yard of Wall Street" and tends 
a neighbor's baby whde that "lady" IS at work ''It's easm 
than my last job, because then I had to take care of three 
bables and d ~ d  not get so much money I get up at 5 30 and 
go r~ght to the lady, the bables are asleep when I get there, 
but they wake up at 7 and I dress them and mmd them untd 
the lady comes from cleanmg In the afternoon I take them 
out and brlng them home before the man gets there" 

Then there IS Veronlca who llves opposlte the docks Her 
father IS a truckman, workmg falrly steaddy and brmgmg h ~ s  
money home to the famdy As there are SIX chldren, however, 
h ~ s  wages do not meet all thelr needs and so the mother goes 
out and cleans o5ce bulldlngs for five hours a day One of 
the chldren takes care of her M e  s~ster and brother wh~le the 
mother IS away, the older gul takes care of "Aunt Helen's 
bab~es" and earns $1 a week, and little Veron~ca who ls only 
8 years old takes care of two chlldren every mornmg and mght 
for $1 25 a week She has been domg t h ~ s  for a year and a 
half and before that, "I mmded my own baby" 

ENEMENT HOMEWORK ls agam the logcal product of 
too large fam~bes and the resnltmg necess~ty to make 

"every chdd a hand" The elght ch~ldren of the Sullivan 
family range m ages from 13 years to 10 months For several 
years theu work has been cardmg buttons, and at thls work 
they average 18% hours a day mcludmg Sunday, eammg but 
a rmserable weekly lncome at that. One chlld of 12 years, who 
worked on buttons, has been desperately 111 Those who have 
worked thls year are Eluabeth, aged 13, Jim aged 10, Peter 
agted 8 and Alec aged 7 It ls hardly necessary to enlarge on 
the evds of this sort of work, the 111 ventdated rooms, the in 
sanltary condmons, the danger to the consumer, and the mevlt 
able harm to the chlldren engaged m ~t Teacher's records 
show e~ther long lmes of absentee marks for these, or else a 
record of backwardness, due to fatrgue and 111 health No 
amount of regulation can remedy matters So long as women 
are allowed to take work from the factory, just so long mll  
ch~ldren contmue to do sweat shop work m the homes And 
just as long as there IS over-crowdmg, undesued chldren, and 
consequent poverty, the demand of mothers already over 
worked wdl contmue for even thls lowest p a ~ d  grade of labor 

In accordance w~th the broader new of chdd labor preven 
tlon as one m a number of related fields of chld welfare, the 
Nat~onal Chdd Labor Comrmttee has made three state surveys 
m the last two years, and IS now engaged on a fourth These 
surveys covered all the con&lons relatmg to &ldren- 
schools, agnculture, delmquency and probation, mstltuhons, 
recreation, and so on The s t r h g  fact shown m the reports 
was the need for correlated work m b r m p g  all these fields 
to a common standard of effectiveness, both mth regard to 
leplahon and to enforcement of laws In the study of North 
Carolma mstltutlons, for mstance, ~t was found that the 
"homes" were crowded mth women of every grade of mental 
and phys~cal defect, that there ls shght segregahon of young 
gxls from older women m the so-called reformatorlea, that 
feeblemmded ch~ldren are housed wth normal chldren m 

the orphanages, and normal chddren w~th feeble mmded and 
epllept~c adults The consewatwe estunate of one superm 
tendent placed the number of feeble mlnded In the state who 
are uncared for and m ~mmediate need of treatment, at be- 
tween 5,000 and 6,000 Further the law forbldd~ng marrlage 
between mental defectmes placed no penalty upon the clergy 
man or otfic~al perfornung such a ceremony At one of the 
county homes there were found two l~ttle grls, 13 and 11 
years of age, wlld as young anunals, the offspring of Peter 
and Polly Swmk Peter IS 75 years old, blmd, and a perma- 
nent uunate of the home Polly IS younger, a strong mountam 
woman, who dr~fts m and out wlth her two little guls as the 
fancy strlkes her She IS always gone dur~ng cotton plclung 
t~me  but the supermtendent has learned to expect her back 
when the first snow flles Whde she 1s not obnously feeble- 
minded she is entuely lrresponslble 

HE CASE OF Al~ce Brown IS an example of the m&ective 
manner m wh~ch such cases are dealt She was known 

throughout the county as a "very bad woman," and was an 
the habit of spendmg her wmters at the county home mth her 
constantly mcreasmg famdy of young chlldren Her conduct 
becoming so flagrant that the judge feared he would have to 
take the ch~ldren from her, he decided that rather than do thls 
he would gme her a week to leave the state 

In the matter of the care and segregahon of abnormal m 
dw~duals, however, publ~c opmlon IS awakenmg It IS the 
care of normal, or potent~ally normal chddren, that demands 
greatest attention The country 1s agreed that chdd labor m 
factones, mdls, and mmes IS destructwe to human and even 
to mdustrial etfic~ency It IS recognued as a l ~ a b ~ l ~ t y  What 
we need to realue now IS that labor whch keeps chldren 
from the educatlon and developmg play that ls theu buth 
r~ght  ls harmful In almost equal degree. Further--that the 
state wh~ch keeps from women the knowledge wh~ch would 
enable them to glve opportunity to a few chldren lnstead 
of the haltage of want and ignorance to a large famdy, IS 
as gudty toward ~ts  cltuens as the state that unplic~tly allows 
explo~tat~on of ~ t s  ch~ldren ~n mdustry 

We stand--or llke to thlnk that we stand--as a natron for 
equal opportumty Can we honestly say that we have fulfilled 
tIus amb~tlous boast when our schools are falmg m the ulh 
mate test of meetmg children's needs--when our teachers form 
the lowest p a d  profess~on, so that m New York Clty m the 
last four years the number of chldren on parttam hss m 
creased from 85,000 to nearly a quarter rmll~on, due to the 
teacher shortage-when nearly three nulllon cbldren are 
worlung whde other ch~ldren are bemg fitted for hlgh salanm 
and an easy ld+when, finally, the law takes from the poor 
women the opportumty to h u t  her farmly m accordance wth 
her power to provlde for them and equally from duldren, 
the chance for strong bodm, adequate care and nour~sbment 
and educatlon? Thls fact hes back of the "eeonormc pressure" 
to wh~ch onethud of the body of chld laborers are attributed 
If we are to get down to fundamental forces, buth control must 
be mewed frankly and sanely m its relat~on to chdd labor 
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The Tragedy of the Accidental Child 
By Margaret Sanger 

the chlld IS to be wanted-to he FIRST RIGHT of 
deslred wlth an mtensity of love that gves it its title to T" 

bemg and joyful lmpulse to Me It should be wanted by both 
parents, but especially by the mother, who IS to carry ~ t ,  nour 
~ s h  ~ t ,  and perhaps mfluence ~ t s  11fe by her thoughts, her pas 
sions, her loves, her hates, her yearnings 

We have observed how strongly ch~ldren d e n t  them moth 
er's tram Freud has told us of chlldren so greatly mfluenced 
by their mothers as to be mcapable of a mate love for anyone 
who doea not resemble them. We are all famllar wth the old 
wives' tales of children "marked" because of a mother's frlght 
or other strong emotlon, though we know little concernlng 
the truth or falslty of thls theory Just as 11ttIe do we know 
of the effect of fear, hate, yearnmg or disgust m the m o t h  
at the tlme of conception 

Unhl scientists gve years of careful study to the problem 
there will be no accurate mformahon concernlng it At most 
we can only speculate upon it now But smce the llfe of the 
mother m ~ t s  other phases, seems to dect the child so vitally, 
IS ~t not probable that strong emotlon at the tune of concep 
hon, emohon whlch lmgers and preys upon the mmd of the 
mother in the months followmg, leaves its impress deeply If 
not mdellbly upon the hfe of the ch~ld? And IS it not tme  
that the sclenmts were makmg a dmct and exhaustwe study 
of a problem which may be fraught with so much of weal 
or woe for the race? 

Y PERSONAL OPINION, founded upon obse~atlon as 
nurse and as a worker m the Buth Control movement, 

IS that these emohom have a profound effect upon the chlld 
I belaeve that the mother's fear of pregnancy has a most 
unhappy mfluence upon the life of her offspmg I believe 
that tlus fear and the unsuccessful practice of coltus mter 
ruptas are responshle for the hmdity, the fretfulness and 
feebleneas of many mfants. 

Does ~t etand to reason that no chld can be what lt should 
bq physically, mentally or spmtually, If t IS conce~ved and 
carned by a mother to whom the embraces of her husband 
are repugnant? Can a mother who b e p s  the creatlon of the 
little llfe m &gust and m disgust brmgs ~t to buth, bequeath 
to her baby the strength, the mental ngor or the &position to 
happmess that is its lnherent nght? Can a mother whose 
very bemg IS txemblmg m terrfied submmlon or qmvering 
wth hate at the tme  of collception and who for months there 
after experiences a measureeof these same emotions, brmg her 
chlld forth as well equlpped for the Ide struggle as ~t would 
otherlnse have been? We know somethmg of the effect of 
worry upon the mother's mlk. What may we not yet &over 
coucemmg the effect of worry or even stronger emotions upon 
her blood that for rune months flows through the very b a q  
of tha &Id? 

d ~ k u l t ~ e s  of the first year of existence? Why the weakllng 
manhood and womanhood, too tmld to make effective protest 
agamst the great soclal wrongs and tyranold which crush 
them? 

Science has answered these questlous m part, but only m 
part I do not believe that they w11l be conclusively answered 
unhl account IS taken of the condlhon of the mmd of the 
mother from the moment of the creahve embrace untll the 
child IS born 

The tragedy of the unwanted chlld--of the accldental chlld 
--only b e p s  wth whatever en1 prenatal effect the emotional 
condrtlon of the mother may have upon ~t The rlght to be 
wanted 1s its first rlght but only the first of many that are 
Ignored. Usually ~t suflers a further handicap by bemg car 
ried by a mother who IS physically 111 or overworked Fear 
of pregnancy IS frequently mspued m the mmd of the mother 
by the burden of too many chlldren, or by want or by both 
When lt man, the accldental chlld usually finds ltself m the 
ranks of the mllllons of hungry and neglected Infants Often 
it 1s merely a candidate for an item m the &ant mortality 
stahst~cs We bave before us always the horrlble spectacle of 
hundreds of thousands of chldren dymg mserably before 
they have lived twelve months, of other hundreds of thousands 
dymg lust as mserably before they reach the age of five. 
Worse d l ,  IS the lot of those other ml l~ons  who after the age 
of five take them places among the tollers m mlls and fac 
torlea 

T HAVE WE to offer those who do not go to the places 
~ O 1 l ?  To the malonty of them, dwellmg places too clut 
tered and crowded to be called homes Schools that are 
crowded, m which "half m e "  1s the sop of the state to the 
needs of ciuldhood Streets, filthy and crowded, as them play 
grounds. And for some of them, finally, crowded jalls and 
crowded &tuhom for the feeble-mmded Crowded always, 
never breathmg a free atmosphere and seldom a healthy one, 
from the begmumg to the end of theu monotonous lives, the 
hordes of unwanted children seldom have a chance to forget 
thew unwanted state 

We hear a good deal of sentmentahty about unfallmg 
mother love We are told that even these unwanted children 
have thot to protect them m them hard lots But how few of 
the poorer women have the tune and the strength to let mother 
love develop and express ~tself? We make a d e  m as 
surmng that mothers are always h d .  We forget that under 
the atress of carmg for many children, under the stram of 
helpmg to earn bread for hungry mouths and clotlung for 
bodm clothed m raga, the strongest mother love may turn 
batter and cruel 

S ANYTHING MORE HORRIBLE, more hopeless than the 

THE GREAT NUMBeRS of fesblermndad c h l d m 7  Oh, yen, &are IE much of 1t1 If you doubt, ge far a little wlule 
v m y  he boa of &=ts born toe feeble to wl.l-d the to h n  among & f-1u whom m h  are over burdened 
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w~th  ch~ldren whose, bod~es and b r a m  are worn threadbare 
with toll mside and outs~de the home Unfortunately 1t is 
not only the hardhearted father of the story book who 1s cruel 
to the children-there 1s an appallmg amount of cruelty from 
the mothers too 

Wh~ch of us has not seen such cruelty, even m the streets? 
A case s~gn~ficant only because ~t 1s of frequent occurence 
came to my attention a few months ago A woman, evidently 
worn out by a day's work, was wheelmg a chdd in a baby 
buggy m fourteenth street Another child, about three years 
old, was trudgmg at her s~de,  clmgng h e a d y  to her skirt It 
had on badly shaped, cheap shoes, wh~ch probably hurt ~ t s  feet 
It cried monotonously as tt walked The mother, apparently m 
frant~c haste to resch home and prepare supper, doubtless for 
a husband and several other ch~ldren-suddenly felt the drag 
of the weary, crymg chdd She struck ~ t ,  first across one 
s ~ d e  of its l~t t le  face and then the other The tmy thmg, 
surpr~sed by the sudden attack, fell face downward upon 
the s~dewalk The furious, nervewracked mother, p~cked it 
up by the chm and struck ~t agam and agam on the back 
until a passer by interfered To a threat of arrest she re 
torted "Oh, you shut up This is my k ~ d  and I'll hck ~t when 
I want to " 

Do you hes~tate to believe that t h ~ s  happens often? It 1s 

common-as common, almost, as unwanted children Of 
course, the mother later on rocks the chdd to sleep, covers ~ t s  
bruised face w~ th  k~sses and seeks to mpe out the memory of 
the blows m a flood of remorse But the scars are there, in 
the mmd of the chdd, if not upon ~ t s  body Our m~l~tarists 
and eccles~ast~cs who shout for more and more children, who 
speak of them as "blessmgs," shut their eyes tightly to this 
aspect of child hfe among the harassed poor 

I N FRANCE, where a knowledge of contraceptives 1s avad 
able to a large proportion of the working class mothers, 

another typ~cal scene 1s often witnessed The mother arranges 
mth  her employer to leave her work for a time m order to 
fetch her child from school through the dangerous crossmgs 
and see it safely past the groups of older and rougher boys 
Her att~tude 1s almost mvanably one of tenderness The &f 
ference lies m the number of chlldren This French mother 
1s not so badly overburdened and her chdd 1s the more pre 
cious to her because she has only the one, or two 

The ch~ld's right to a hfferent lot from that dep~cted here 
1s no longer quest~oned by thinking people Many men and 
women are now workmg to alleviate the burdens and sorrows 
of the army of unwanted infants The mater~al s ~ d e  of the 
chdd's hfe 1s bound to recelve a certain amount of cons~dera 
hon now and m the future Even the unwanted ch~ldren are 
becormng fewer And the med~cal profess~on, even the 
church, the ~mper~a l~s t ,  and the employer of "handsw-all 
those who are m need of cheap and Ignorant humanity-w~ll 
see to ~t that ch~ldren have better shelter and get more of the 
food and clothmg necessary to theu existence T h ~ s  they 
w ~ l l  do m the mterest of theu own m t u t ~ o n s  

ATERIAL RIGHTS of the ch~ld,  however, are far more 
easy to enumerate and to obtam-when ch~ldrm are 

scarce than  are others of its rights whmh, for want of a 
better name, we may call spmtual The awakenmg of the 
parents to these rights of the ch~ld,  some of which have been 
~ndicated in the present art~cle, must follow qu~ckly upon the 
heels of ~ t s  material r~ghts  

The eugeulst very correctly contends that the parents should 
be in good health, mentally and physically, when the chdd 
1s conce~ved They do well to lnslst that ~t is the first material 
r~gh t  of the chrld to be "well born " But have they taken mto 
consideration all of the factors? 

From what deep sprmg of moral and sp~ r~ tua l  weakness 
arises t h ~ s  huge stream of the cringng, the suppliant, the sub 
m~ss~ve?  Whence come the natures of these m~lhons of human 
bemgs who are but timorous pawns moved h~ther and th~ther 
upon the chess board of existence by a few powerful hands? 

Who can say that it 1s not because we come Into hfe with 
the feelmg, conscious or subconsc~ous, that we are not wanted 
-that we are accdents? Who can say that it is not because 
we have graven upon our natures, the fear, the d~sgust, the 
loathmg, the shr~nkmg of our mothers? Men and women who 
have l~ved through the past four years, m any country on the 
globe, know what ~t is to be pawns Not all the power of the 
church, not all the teachmgs of Chnst~anity, not all our edu 
cation, our theones of r~gh t  and wrong, availed the weak w~lls 
of the millions of "acc~dents," when a few tyrants plunged the 
c~nlized world into warfare 

HEN WE PEOPLE the earth w~th  men and women who 
are not "accidents," these human halomusts cannot occur 

When we have men and women whose wdls, whose moral and 
spmtual natures have not been marred by fear and hate from 
the moment of conception, war w l l  be lmposslble 

When we msist that concephon be surrounded by ~ t s  normal 
atmosphere of tr~umphant love and happmess, and thus mfuse 
Into the new life the spark of love, w~th  its ~mpulse to hve, to 
love m its turn, to be strong, we shall have a new sort of 
humanity There w ~ l l  be no more "dumb, dr~ven cattle" m 
the guse of men When we can vlsuallze out of the s u r p g  
love and happmeas of the creatwe act the strong, healthy, 
happy, mertally and spmtually vlgorous chdd, we shall pro 
duce mdivlduals mth mtellectual and spu~tual  gifts beyond 
those of any race that has yet appeared upon earth 

Our ~magmatlons are as yet too weak, too uninformed, to 
portray to us the strength, the beauty and the wonder of a 
human~ty yet to be brought mto bemg-through chddren cre 
ated m the flame of love 

Volunteer! 
Volunteers are needed to sell the Buth Control Remew 

m both New York and other shes. A few women 
mterested m the movemmt are selkag the magrmm on 
the streets dady m New York City Anyone willmg to 
help m ths work should cormpoplcate mth b b e t h  
Colt, m care of The Butb Control Revmw, 104 Fl)th 
A ~ e n a ,  New Y d  City 
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"TALK" 
By Max Ehrmann 

(Mr Goodsey and Mr Pesh szttzng zn the l~brary of - 
Club, New York Caty ) 

MR PESH-"All sins are biologcal" That's a great sen 
tence It should be craved in stone, and stand m the heart of 
every c~ ty  

MR GOODSEY-It IS wonderful What does it mean? 
MR PESH-It means that sm always tends to wreck man's 

body Man's body is a biological machme And the greatest 
sin is to brmg mto the world a sickly child, or a chdd that one 
cannot prov~de for That's the unpardonable sm 

MR GOODSEY-HOW are YOU gomg to prevent people from 
domg 1t7 

MR PESH-It's agamst the law to tel! A great civilization 
can not come from poorlj born children any more than a 
statue can be modeled of cinders 

MR G O O D S E Y - P ~ O ~ ~ ~  who talk about as unlnterestmg a 
thmg as "a great civlllzation" usually have some hidden mo 
tive What's yours? 

MR PESH-TO help posterity 
MR GOODSEY-You must be 111 
MR PESH-NOW listen to me We are always trylng to 

make our government more perfect But no democracy can 
arise above its people As well expect the Hudson River to 
rlse above its watel Therefore, brmgmg a chdd Into the 
world isn't an mdmdual matter at all It's the most social 
of all matters 

MR GOODSEY-Why, then, all of this Rooseveltian condem 
nabon of "willful sterility" of a few years ago? 

MR PESH-Rulers and political leaders are usually think~ng 
of e big army Capitalists, especially real estate owners, are 
thlnkmg of the price of real estate Not every woman should 
have a child any more than every man should have whlskers 
Wluskers are merely amusing For women to have five chi1 
dren usually means that they and their husbands bave com 
rmtted crune It is better to have one chdd and that one 
under nourished than to bave two and both under nourished 

MR. GOODSEY-I suppose many children are not born of 
deaue 

MR PESH-They are born with less care than mushrooms, 
and hke mushrooms, are popularly regarded as fung  

MR GOODSEY-A child IS a g f t  of God I fear you have 
no religon 

MR PESH-I bave a good deal of rehgon I even believe 
m baptism if it IS done daily As for a ch~ ld  bemg the g ~ f t  
of God-a healthy chdd that its parents can provide for is, 
mdeed, a g f t  of God Any other lund is a curse It is an e v ~ l  
that goes down the ages, ever withermg the stock of humanity 

MR GOODSEY-DO YOU really think the race IS growlng 
weaker mentally and physically? 

MR. PESH-We shall have to be very careful, else the pigs 
w l l  overtake us. Under a ~ t ~ f i ~ ~ ~ l  selechon, pigs are bred up 

Under no kmd of select~on whatever, we are carelessly and 
ignorantly bred down 

MR GOODSEY-Have a clgar But to interfere would hmit 
inherent freedom 

MR PESH-Give me a match Thanks There isn't any such 
thmg as ~nherent freedom The question IS, what IS the result 
of an act~on? A man might as well say, "I am going to have 
the smallpox if I want it" 

MR GOODSEY-What do YOU have to say about Robert Louis 
Stevenson? He never was well a day in his life and yet he 
accomplished a great deal 

MR PESH-That argument from Stevenson is nearly dead 
from over work I belleve in the e~ght  hour law for arguments 
Stevenson was one in a m ~ l l ~ o n  s~ck  persons 

MR GOODSEY-He had chddren, toehadn ' t  he? 
MR PESH-Yes, and they were beautiful and healthy, but 

they were children of b ~ s  fancy, l o t  his flesh The whole ques 
tion is one that concerns the well bemg of posterity 

MR GOODSEY-Oh hang posterity 1 

MR PESH-I am not m favor of it Our present method is 
severe enough Suppose our ancestors who lwed for an ideal 
had had your att~tude, you and I would be sltting here on a 
stump, w~ th  rmgs m our noses, and a spear and a skm, trymg 
to dlgest our neighbors 

MR GOODSEY-YOU seem to regard this as a very great 
problem 

MR PESH-It is Therefore nobody is mterested m it- 
nobody but the police 

MR GOODSEY-The police are necessary to keep thmgs 
stable 

MR PESH-They do that-odor and all Yet pollce are 
useful They are healthy and have healthy children They 
look well m parades, and they add picturesquesness to street 
crossmgs Then aesthetic value is mcalculable 

MR. GOODSEY-YOU are flippant Their blue uniforms rep 
resent the majesty of the laws 

MR PESH-The majesty of the blue laws, I presume you 
mean Hand me a match Thanks 

TO MY BABY OR YOURS 
By Ralph Cheyney 

My little baby, you are so old- 
Long centuries old, ~f truth were told' 
You are her ancestors and mme, 
Savage and ape m unbroken line 
You are the Past, the Future, too 
All life to come depends on you 
Then, what a holy charge IS ours 
To gwe you happy, healthy hours' 



Hard 
The Buth Control R e m ~  

Facts 
A NURSE who works m the lower East Slde has sent us 

reports of actual, typlcal cases wth wh~ch she has had 
to deal m the course of her day's work. If, as Prof Zueblm 
cays, democracy wants quality m the maas, what chance have 
cluldren born of exhausted mothers by unfit fathers mto the 
condlhons of l ~ f e  described here? What chance has the state 
to profit by the puny, mckly creature0 born under these cu 
cum stance^? In the campalgn that has been waged agamst 
wastefulness, why was the g~eatcst mhal waste of all over 
looked? 

What can hfe mean to these mothers, except unbearable rms- 
ery? Wbat can ~t mean to these ch~ldren except rmsery even 
more cruel than that suffered by them parents? 

The report follows 

BELLA K.-27 years old, married when 15 years old, png  
nant 11 h w ,  7 l l m g  chldren born, 3 &ed when a few 

days old, 1 chlld llved to be 1 months old, rmscarrmge 4 
tune, children l l m g  now, 3, 7 and 10 years, pahent suffers 
constantly, due to chronlc nephntm 

Has never had a normal pregnancy Toxenua sethng m mth 
pregnancy Has suffered wth headaches, eye trouble and ec 
lamps~a w~zures. The last tune pahent was pregnant and 
married, she suffered tembly wth her eyes. b e d  by 
an eye speclallst who told her If she became pregnant agau~ 
she nught become permanently b l d  

Patmt told me dumg the 11 tmm she was pregnant, she 
had been attended by 12 or 14 doctora, as each tlme her 
doctor had to call m someone for comltahon, due to wm 
pllcahons, and ~t usually ended up by her bemg sent to a 
hospltal 

The only advlce ever gven to thls woman was "he d u l  
and don't get pregnant agam or else you w l l  &a" Nsvea 
was pven any mstruchon even of how to safeguard herself 

Pabent has two daughters and one son Her gmat sorrow 
and anx~ety IS that her daughters, d they marry, may have to 
suffer the years of torture and rmsery that she has gone 
through Hopes and trusts before they grow up that them 
w l l  be a law to enable nurses to teach women how to exape 
much suflermg from too many pregnancl+when they are 
not equal physically to going through d the pregnant pa 
nod Says she has never had much happmess, been 111 most of 
her lde and m want. Husband aver* $18 per we&. 

ARY C 4 years old, 14 pregnancies, 8 Iivmg children, 
2 ~ ~ 1 1 b ~ . 2 I i v e d t o b e 6 a n d 7 w & .  2- 

Thls mother told me she could not have any more childrea, 
as she was done out and so weak she could not work any mom. 

Husband average wage $18 per week Before last &Id was 
born she worked to mthm 48 hours before chdd came. Wanted 
to b o w  was ~t any wonder (she had to work so hard) that the 
baby was born dead One g111 old enough to work sarns $10 
to $12 pea week. Mothm ~ y s  ~t taLcs mart of that to kcq~ 

her lookmg right to go to work and for car fare In b g  
her what she would llke m to do for her to enable her to have 
a llttle reat to gam seen&, h e  replied "1 want to be taught 
how to avold havmg any mom e h l l h "  

"The man IS a good, steady man but our farmly M larger 
than we can care for We wdl not be able to eve the children 
the schoolmg they ought to have. We d l  have to take them 
out of school as soon as we posa~bly can We must make 
them breadvnnnem aa soon as we can, as I do not feel 1 can 
help out from tune to tme-workmg as I used to do as an 
o&e cleaner " 

(Then they call us the d m  sca--Nume's note ) 

ATIIERINE M-27 years old. had four cluldren, two 
M m mfancy and upao( to be w&ed ray shortly 

agam Home w ~ t  was made. The husband had been 111 m 
the hospltal for two months with typhoid feve~ Man very 
ret~eent and when spoken to about bemg sent for convales- 
cent care, replied he would go home h When he &d not 
return to hospital, the home V I S ~  was made. 

Man was a barber's helper, average rate of w a p  $12 to $15 
per week Neat, clean, thnfty farmly 

The d e  sa~d she hoped that she would have a safe con- 
finemcat, but she had trouble dnnng the whole t m e  she was 
pregnant and had b a a  depressed mentally, offered to ass& 
them, were two months belund m theu rent, replied they had 
neve~ taken chanty Told them tiua was really not chanty- 
that I had had a donahon g ~ v m  to me to commemorate the 
buth of a llttle granddaughter from a woman who d e d  to 
make some other woman happy 

The family then gradually told me thew at- The shng 
gle they had. The funerals of ths childmn had coat $80 and 
a took them two yuus each t~ms to pay the debt 

If they only had a chance and no more babm would wmo, 
the knew thsy would be able to get along. It d that all 
there was m the world was trouble and sorrow and more bab- 
ies Could I please not tell them how they could ham a 
chance for a few years. Old& a d  m tiua farmly, 6% yeam. 

J OSEPHINE I.--37 yearn, rent $13.3 mma, 9 l i m g  &l- 
dmn rangmg from 14 to 1 year 

Grandmother also 11- wah fanuly 

Husband laborer42 50 to $3 per day (no work on ramy 
days) T ~ I S  family tvat referred to me by the cluldren'a 
clnuc doctor, because Mary, 9 years years of age, was so 
tsmbly under nomwhd Mother queshoned as to con&hon 
of other d d h  and # to bnng them all to the clmc 
for crarmnat~on. Fonnd that ax wem all m the same under 
fed wncLhon. Dnnng the wmte~ the dddren were sent for 
wnvalexmt care (two at a tune) and ~ I V W I  proper warm 
clothlg. lhey (porn faar to h W d d  Collval- 



The Bmh Control Revrew 

care and ~t was amumg to see the nnprovement Upon the~r  
return Josephme s a ~ d  she could not bear to see the ch~ldren 
get sk~nny agam and would l ~ k e  to go to work two or three 
davs In the week, that the grandmother could mmd the 
chlldren 

Work was secured for her (though 1 thmk as long as I Iwe, 
I will feel I committed a crlme In domg so) and the fam~ly 
funds were mcreased by $7 50 per week for two weeks 

Josephine complained of headaches and that her eyes hurt 
her Sent to an eye speclahst who reported her cond~t~on due 
to anaemla Josephme was told she would have to e v e  up 
gomg to work Inslsted upon gomg to work two days m the 
week Sald they "must have the extra money for food and 
you know I recelve good food when I work" One mornmg 
a phone message came to me from Mrs W to say Josephme 
had not come to work and that she was hke all the rest, d ~ d  
not keep her word 

Home v ~ s ~ t  made, asked why she had d~sappomted Mrs W 
Replied, "I had a fight w~th  my ne~ghbor who IS my fr~end " 
Asked her what In the world that had to do w~th  her gomg to 
work? "Well, you know she lends me her shawl and sklrt I 
have no clothes to go to work In We have to buy everythmg 
on the mstallment plan and are ln debt and cannot get any 
thmg more untd we pay something" 

Again an appeal was made for cloth~ng for Josephme She 
sald she was ashamed to he,--~t was "beg, beg, and hungry 
ch~ldren" Her burden surely was a heavy one, and she was 
llvmg In terror of havmg another baby 

"If ever I become pregnant agam I am golng to lull myself " 
she s a d  "But you are a nurse and you must teach me how 
to take care You must help me It IS not r~gh t  to have ch11 
dren more and more   hen you cannot feed or clothe them." 

ARTHA M-27 years old, four chlldren, 6, 4, 2, mfant 

Husband earns $15 Flrst chdd normal Mother made 
good recovery 

Second chdd d ~ e d  m mfancy Mother suffered from puer 
peral manla and r e p r e d  sanltarlum care for several weeks 

Thud ch~ld  normal mfant, died when 7 months old Mother 
very depressed but remamed at home durmg convalescent pe 
rlod 

Fourth chdd normal, mother agam suffermg mental de 
presslon and agam m sanltarlum, but prognosis not as good 
as when the second and thud chldren were born 

Thls woman's husband has appealed to the doctors to tell 
hlm how to avo~d hatmg any  more chlldren He says he 
cannot rest day or nlght, 1s d~stracted when he sees h ~ s  w~fe's 
conhhon Ch~ldren taken care of by strangers He tells me 
the doctors glve h m  evaslve answers He asks, "Has no one 
any heart? What 1s the use of all sclence and knowledge ~f 
we cannot save my w~fe  from the terr~ble suffermg she endures 
after the chddren are born? It ls your duty to Instruct both 
myself and my w~fe  In bxth control " 

STHER R -29 years old, 7 children When &la famdy 
was first brought to my notlce. Rose, 9 years of age, had 

been 111 w~ th  pneumonia Made a poor recovery, was placed 
under observahon for tuberculos~s Home vlslt made found 
three cr~ppled ch~ldren m famdy all suffermg osteomgllt~s, 
one ch~ld, h p ,  two w~th  leg Infected All chddren anaemc 
Rose d~ed  m an mstltutlon, at 12 years of age, where she had 
been placed two years before for pulmonary tnheroulos~s-the 
three chddren w~th  bone tuberculos~s are under lnst~tut~onal 
care 

Man, tiemaker, average rate at that m e  $10 per week 
One bed m the home, 3 cham and one table, stool 
Children slept on straw mattress on the floor 
After the famdy came under our care the elghth ch~ ld  was 

born, a poor, puny, s~ckly httle mortal, hved three weeks 
The mother looked at the baby with d~sgust "No good," 

she sa~d,  "me no want bah~es, me too poor-too much slck 
chdd " 

T h ~ s  patient was a forelper-had a fnend wrlte a letter for 
her and brought ~t to the doctor to "please glve her medlcme 
to please have no more bah~es" 

ROM THE NEOMALTHUSIAN, In wh~ch ~t was pub 
llahed by permsslon of the doctor who rece~ved lt 

"Su Could you kmdly send me word or help so I do not 
have any more babys as I am now the mother of 18 chlldren 
and I havent the strength for more I should have had 17 
ahve only the 3 oldest sons have been killed m t h ~ s  war and my 
baby five months old I would not be agamst ~t only ~t keep 
me very poor and I have had legs m the vems hopmg you 
w ~ l l  do what yon can for me " 

The doctor adds "All the chlldren came one at a buth 
these 18 confinements m 26 years' Husband pves her 25/ 
per week (6 dollars) The poor woman st111 has 10 chlldren 
not eammg anythmg " 

"WEAVE IN! WEAVE IN!" 
By Walt W h ~ m a n  

EAVE IN, weave m, my hardy hfe' 'W Weave, weave a spmt strong and full far great o m  
palgns to come, 

Weave m red blood' weave smews m, llke ropes' the senses, 
s~ght, weave ml 

Weave lastmg sure' weave day and n~ght  the weft, the warp' 
mcessant weave' tue not' 

(We know not what the use o' Life' nor know the am.  the 
end-nor really ought we know, 

But know the work, the need goes on and Ball  go on--the 
death enveloped march of peace as well as war goes 
on ) 

For great campalgns of peace the same, the w r y  threads we 
weave, 

We know not why or what, yet weave, forever weave'" 



Shall Women Have Families Like These- 

MR P-, the father of thls famrly 1s m the hosp~tal suffermg from chron~c ~llness All the ch~ldren are 
anaemrc and the mother 1s ~n a very poor state The ch~ldren are under fed and under sued The skrn and 

bone frame of the boy IS an example of what malnutrrt~on does to chddren in the fam~lies of the poor The 
l~t t le  g ~ r l  In the back of the plcture IS several years older than the girl In the foreground, hut 1s under developed 
because of the hardsh~ps and want she has endured There was another ch~ld  wh~ch succumbed at once to the 
Span~sh ~nfluenza 



Or Shall We Let Them Control Births? 

R and Mrs S--, are 31 and 29 years old respectively During slxteen years of their marrlage ten ch11 
dren have been born Seven, the baby three weeks old, are Lvmg One chdd is tubercular and three others 

anaemlc The father IS a longshoreman For the past three weeks he has been battlmg bes~de his fellows for 
h~gher pay and better cond~t~ons And as he fights he must be weakened by the knowledge that hls f 1m11y 1s m 
greater want than ever The mother IS a janltress and In return for carmg for the house, the family receives free 
rent Mn S-- s a ~ d  that last wlnter she has shoveled one hundred and twenty tons of coal 
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Race Recuperation 
An abs~ract of a lecture by Charles Zneblzn 

Through the kindness of one of our frrerds, we have secured 
Professor Zueblzn F yermlsslon to prmt thls abstract of his 
recent lecture on RKE RECUPERATION Man) of those who 
heard the lecture had thezr attention turned for the first time 
to the consderation of the sublect to whlch THE BIRTH CON 
TROL REVIEW LS dedxated 

E GREEKS DEVELOPED the greatest culture ever 
T k n o w n  They not only produced an ,  drama and ph~loso 
phy unsurpassed In succeedmg years, but they had a scrent~fic 
knowledge of the world and the solar system wh~ch the11 suc 
cessors d ~ d  not know enough to value for fifteen hundred years 

Why d ~ d  the modern world begm w~th  the fourteenth century 
A D ~nstead of the third century B C 7 The Greek democracy 
was a sham It was a sham It was founded upon slavery 
The best people stood aloof from polit~cs The Greek states 
t r~ed  to malntaln the balance of power wh~ch has been the 
destruct~on of Europe 

Ar~stocracy wastes the race It wants quantlty In the mob, 
qual~ty In men, ~nequal~ty In sex The welfare of the masses 
has been sacr~ficed to the wdl of the few under m~l~ t a r~sm,  
ecclesiastlc~sm, and mdustr~ahsm War takes toll of the most 
v~gorous and adventurous In ~ t s  wake fam~ne and fever de 
stroy the feeblest The Church sacrificed the fearless truth 
seekers and the conxlent~ous objectors Industrial~sm puts 
the premlum on people who have the most ch~ldren 

The Progress of 
Take heed to your progress, zts feet are shod wrth the souls 

rt slew wrth zts own pollutwn -JOHN BOYLE O'REILLY 

A COMPARISON OF CONDITIONS m England m the 
early part of the Nineteenth Century w~th  some of those 

wh~ch the Chdd Labor act m the Un~ted States sought to 
remedy, shows that w ~ t h ~ n  the past hundred years society has 
awakened somewhat to the r~ghts of the chdd 

That the awakenmg 1s st111 sentmental rather than real 1s 
startlmgly ev~denced by the fact that there are, according to 
the estlmate of the Nat~onal Ch~ld Labor Commttee, nearly 
3,000,000 chdd laborers m the Un~ted States 

Even the Chdd Labor Law, noted In one of the quotations 
wh~ch follow, was declared unconst~tut~onal by the supreme 
court And that ~ o u l d  hare affected on11 150,000, occordmg 
to the Labor Year Book for 1917 18 

In place of the law declared unconst~tut~ondl, congress, w~th  
an Irony mcomprehens~ble to anyone but a lawmaker, lm 
posed a tax of 10 per cent upon Interstate commerce m 
products made by chdd labor In other words, lt IS exactly as 
much of a crzrne m the Unlted States to work the lrves out of 

Democracy conserves the race It wants quahty In the 
mass, equal~ty In sex After m~llions of years of expermen 
tatlon nature has produced creatures of such value that we 
rannot afford to have them born only to die "Be fru~tful 
and multiply" was the admon~t~on delwered to four couples 
In an empty world, three of whom had no chddren, and the 
youngest was one hundred years old It IS no adv~ce for a 
world filhng up 

HE BIRTH RATE IS not the nat~onal barometer The In 
Cant death rate is the national barometer A h ~ g h  b~r th  

rate 1s always accompan~ed by a h ~ g h  death rate A low blrth 
rate prevalls In countries like France, Great B r~ t a~n ,  Holland, 
Australla and the Un~ted States, a hgher blrth rate In Russ~a, 
Austr~a Hungary, Spam, and the Balkans The reduct~on of 
the death rate means that the fathers are producers, supportmg 
those who wdl be producers, not wastlng them energles on 
those who will never mature to be producers 

The sc~entlfic and moral protection of mothers IS the great 
est guarantee of rac~al superiority Women's work must under 
no circumstances lead to physical deb~hty Health cert~ficates 
should be requ~red for marrlage In order to protect the fathers 
as well as the mothers and the ch~ldren It IS the mother who 
should choose the chrldren She must have the knowledge 
whlch wrll gzve to the race the greatest number of healthy and 
happy chddren We shall go the way of the Greeks unless we 
entrust the cholce of the comzng chddren to mothers 

Children's Rights 
children as u IS to manufacture sulphur matches or oleomar 
germe, and the same sort of penalty 1s attached 

St~l l ,  the comparison between the first of the following quo 
tations and the second shows that there 1s at least a superficial 
sentiment In favor of lookmg out for the ch~ld,  and under 
agxatlon, ~t may deepen The evd w ~ l l  not end, untd the 
mothers of these workers attam a knowledge of B~r th  Control 
and refuse to brmg more chdd slaves Into the world 

G~bbon's Industrurl Hlstory of Great Brlrain shows the con 
d ~ t ~ o n  of chdd labor In certam factory distr~cts In the early 
part of the Nmeteenth Century 

"Somet~mes regular traffickers would take the place of the 
manufacturer, and transfer a number of chddren to a factory 
d~str~ct ,  and there keep them, generally In some dark cellar, 
till they could hand them over to a m ~ l l  owner in want of 
hands, who would come and examme them we~ght, strength, 
and bodily capacltles, exactly as d ~ d  the slave owners In the 
Amencan markets After that the chddren were s~mply at 
the mercy of then owners, nommally aa apprentices, but In 
real~ty as mere slaves, who got no wages, and whom ~t was 
not worth whde even to feed and clothe properly, because 
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they were so cheap and theu places could be ao wily sup 
phed." 

It was often arranged by the parlsh authontles, m order 
to get n d  of ~mbeclles, that one ]hot should be taken by the 
null owner wlth every twenty sane cluldren The fate of these 
unhappy ldlots was even worse than that of the others. The 
secret of them final end has never been dmlosed, but we can 
form some Idea of them awful sufferings from the hardsh~ps 
of the other vlctuns of caprtallst greed and cruelty R e  
hours of theu labor were only llmted by exhaustion, after 
many modes of torture bad been unava~lmgly applled to 
force continued work. Ch~ldren were often worked slrteen 
hours a day, by day and by mght." 

HE SECOND IS A bnef mume from the Ameman M o r  
Boot 19171918, of the Federal Qlld Labor Law and 

~ t s  effect 
"The Federal Chdd Labor Law whch took dect September 

1, 1917 bars from mterstate commerce (though not from sale 
wlthln the State), the products of m e s  and qnarnes where 
chlldren under 16 are employad, and the products of mlls, 
factones, canneries and workshops where ch~ldren under 14 
are employed or children between 14 and 16 are employed for 
more than 8 hours a day or at mght. As for the results of 
the law m round numbers about 150,000 clldren d l  be 
affected In factones, mlls and workshops there are over 
27,000 chlldren 10 to 14 years old who w l l  be thrown out 
of work and may, If thew state laws are strong enough to keep 
them from other occupahons, now go to school wth theu 
more fortunate brothers There are also some 17,000 children 
between 10 to 16 who w l l  be taken out of our ma and 
quarries. Over 122,000 cluldren between 10 and 16 work 
m factor~es m states where they may be employed 9, 10 or 11 
hours a day, and over 29,000 work m states where they may 
be employed m factones at mght. The most notable example 
of factory workers are, of courae, the cotton null clldren of 
the South, whde the bay glass workers of West V u p m  are 
probably our best known cluld nlght workers. 

C ONTINUING ON THE same theme the Year Book dm 
cusses the declme of the apprenhca system which e traced 

to var~ous causes and the results of the brsalung up of that 
system are noted as follows 

"(1) Ths state no longer proteds and s u p s ~ w s  ~ t s  youth 
ful workers Compulsory educahon stops m nearly 
all states at the ageof fourteen. Save for the regulahon of 
labor of 1416 year old chldren by a few atatea, the states m 
general cease to exerclse control or s u p m l o n  over the 
worlung and home llte of &he youth. 

"(2) Cluldren leave school early and go to work at jobs 
that are posltwely mjunous to &em. Stuhes by Professors 
L L Thornddce, G D Strayer and Dr L P Ayres clearly 
mhcate (a) that over 50% of those who begm school before 
the age of 13 are ellrmnated between the a p  of 13-16 m l u s  
we, (b) that there are appronmatsly 1,100,000 chlldmn be- 
tween the ages of 13 15 mclua~ve who are not m &ool, (c) 
that only 40% d the d u l h  who mtw school e m  f m d  

the grammar grades, whlle approxlmately only 8% ever 
fi~ush the hlgh school 

'The chef reason for thls exodus IS poverty The federal 
lnvestlgatlon mto the condltlons of women and chlld wage- 
earners together wlth MISS Atherton's pnvate study of Wllkes 
Barre, Pa ,  mhcate that 45% of those who leave school be  
tween the ages of 14 and 16 come from fanulles whose weekly 
mcome, exluslve of rent 1s less than $2 per caplta Allowmg 
20% for rent thls would mean a yearly mcome of $650 for 
a famlly of five When we remember that the studlea of 
Strlughtoff, Kennedy and Chapm estunates that from $800 to 
8900 a year IS n-ary for an average clty fanuly, ~t seems 
safe to conclude that fanulles below the $650 lme can hardly 
get along wlthout the chlld's wages Thus poverty 1s the 
duect cause of nearly onehalf of the wthdrawals and must 
be a powerful contnbutmg factor m an addmonal large per 
centage Thus the poor are compelled to sacrifice the future 
posslb~l~t~es of thew chlldren to sabsfy the pressmg demands 
of present need 

(Is this fau  to the &ldren'-Wtor's questlon ) 
"When the modern chlld does reach work, he finds poorer 

opportunlhes than dld hls predecessors Few employers wlll 
aceept a chlld of less than 16 for a sk~lled posltlon, and the 
1416 year old chdd almost mvarlably works at a "blmd alley 
job" that affords no opportunity for advancement, eves no 
tramng and from which he 1s ousted when he demands an 
adult's wagw." 

MASSACHUSETTS Commuslon on Vocahonal Tram rg h o v e r e d  that 90% of the ch~ldren from 1416 were 
employed at unslulled or low dulled jobs possessmg no edu- 
d o n a 1  value, and addltlon kept theu jobs for only a short 
tune, two months, on an average. These enls are not com- 
pensated for by the wage whch the cluldren recelve, whch m 
1905 was on about $3 40 a w& 

Figs do not grow on thistles nor do such leaden thoughts 
as find room m the mmds of thew unfortunate chlldren de- 
velop mto golden opportun~t~ea 

The report of W H Swft on Chld Welfare m North Caro 
lme shows that although the marriage of the feeblemmded ls 

forbidden by the state laws no penalty IS unposed on the 
clergyman or the ofhela1 who perfornu the marnage cere 
mony. even ~f he knows the conhhons The law makers must 
have been m a hurry when that law was passed 

Tbe state education law e also somewhat prumhve It r e  
quma school attendance for only four months a year for chd 
dren between the ages of eight and fourteen wlth “exception," 
m cases of poverty T ~ I S  state also allows cluldren to go to 
work at twelve years of age, and ~t frequently happens that 
the chdd leaves school each year at the end of four months 
to return the followmg year to the same grade. 

Evidently the cluld hasn't much to expect from the law 
Isn't ~t about bme to p m t  the mother a knowledge of Buth 
Conhol and let her solve h s  problem by refusmg to brmg 
mto the world unwanted babm, whose Infant llves must be 
wmdrsd by toll' 
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Charity or Contraceptives? 

T HE REPORT of the Baltimore V~ce  Comrmss~on pub 
hshed In the Survey of May, 1916, showed that two well 

known lnstltutlons In Baltmore for the reception of newborn 
Infants exh~b~ted these con&t~ons (1) That "privacy," m 
these lnstltutions was granted accord~ng to the ablhty to pay 
If you were poor and w~shed to seem respectable, ward prlv 
acy was all you could get If you had more to spend on your 
eleventh hour respectabil~ty, you could get a private room and 
the super~ntendent prom~sed that "no one in the world would 
know that you have been there " If t h ~ s  sltuatlon were not so 
traglc it would be r ~ d ~ c u l o u ~  

If the child was to be left in the lnstltut~on ~t was to be 
separated from its mother at once and placed m a "nursery" 
The name, in vlew of later developments, seems a sarcasm 
T h ~ s  would cost $125 or $200, ~f so much could be extracted, 
and ~t was to be p a ~ d  In advance The mother, m t h ~ s  case, 
was r e p r e d  to s ~ g n  a document rehnqu~shmg the ch~ld  en 
tirely The ch~ld  "must neber be asked for, heard from nor 
clalmed under any cucumstances " If the mother should wish 
to claim ~t she must pay board for ~t at the rate of $20 a month 

A special study of the bab~es who were placed m one lnsti 
tutlon when less than a month old showed that In fifteen years, 
beg~nnmg In 1900, not a s~ngle one not removed from the 
institution before the s~xth month lived In the other institu 
tions the mortality rate was reduced to 97 5 What became of 
the less than 3 per cent of unfortunate survivors, the mvestlga 
tors e~ther d ~ d  not know, or hadn't the heart to say 

Over thirty clergymen of varlous denommat~ons, some of 
whom were social workers as well, were Intermewed and only 
two of them seemed to thmk it at all reprehensible to a ~ d  In 
the separating of mother and chdd Respectability IS mdeed 
a tyrant and greatly to be feared by the child who IS lmprac 
ticable enough to have "~lleptimate" parents Probably all of 

gush In them hearts I will give, as an example, the h~story 
of a woman who came to see me at the beg~nn~ng of the war 

"Her son was a year old when her husband fell 111, she 
made only thlrty cents a day Her ne~ghbors kept helping her 
w~th  pubhc a ~ d  One day at the end of her strength she 
took her baby there Later, hav~ng become a w~dow, and earn 
mg a little more, she w~shed to get h ~ m  back She addressed 
herself to the author~t~es They demanded that she reimburse 
them for the expenses ot the adm~nistrat~on She d ~ d  not have 
the sum required She never got ~t As the years passed, 
the debt mcreased Her son was somewhere on a farm-never 
would they tell her where. Never would they let her see h ~ m  
From month to month, to relieve themselves of her too lnslstent 
petitions, they sent her a card w~ th  the words 'Number X 
1s domg well ' That was all for twenty years The war came 
Number X was a soldier He had to fight I remember the 
tragedy of her volce as she said to me 

"Is he wounded? Is he a pr~soner? If they would only 
tell me where he was, I would send hlm a dollar or a package 
I would write to L m  How be must suffer, the poor ch~ld, 
who does not know me, who curses me perhaps The others 
have mothers who wrlte to them 

And I can hear her still softly sobbmg, "He will d ~ e  and I 
shall never see h m ? "  

Such are the cond~t~ons wh~ch prevad m some cases m 
Baltimore and m France Perhaps they are d~Kerent In New 
York We all know that when a New York City offic~al tried to 
find out a few years ago, he started somethmg that was very 
upsettmg We are not m a posltlon to do anythmg more than 
recommend these matters to the attention of our readers 

these would have been -greatly shocked at the 
mentlon of B~rth Control, or of the comparatwely humane "There Will Come A Day" 
dev~ce of dispos~ng of those bab~es at buth by knockmg them By Angela Morgan 
on the head as 1s done with superfluous k~ttens 

HE FOLLOWING translation from Mme Capy's book 
which appeared last year shows what may happen m 

France to a legitimate ch~ld  whose parents are forced by clr 
cumstances to appeal to public chanty "We all know," she 
says," the lamentable existence of chanty cb~ldren, confided 
to the care of rough and avarlclous farmers Talented artists 
and men of feeling have often depicted the desolatmg hastorm 
of the l~t t le  shepherds and farm servants, the reslgnatlon of 
these feeble creatures doomed to humiliation and hard work, 
the revolt of some of them-often of the best among them- 
the pun~shments of the houses of correction We also know 
of the calvary of mothers, who &wen by the rmsery, prejudice, 
Irony of their surroundings have entrusted them little ones 
to the publ~c a ~ d  and have grown old wlth remorse and an 

I SAW two ch~ldren, once, t he~ r  mother m prson, I think- 
God' Shall I put ~t m mk3 

My shuddermg flesh fa~nts when I think of those children, 
Thmk of them d ~ r t ,  them red eyed, horr~ble phght, 
Even now as I wrlte, 
W ~ t h  the sh~eld of the years between, 
I am s~ck  at what I have seen 
0 men, 0 women, you shrmnk' 
You r a w  offended hands to your horr~fied eyes-- 
Would you cure the sore by disguise? 
Would you h ~ d e  the festermg wound with t~nsel and lace? 
Well, cover your face, 
Smile and smother your soul as you may, 
There will come a day 

-from "Forward March " 
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T H E  EDITOR'S U N E A S Y  CHAIR 

I N REGARD TO THE DISCUSSION m these columns, as 
to whether or not procreatlon IS the sole purpose of the sex 

mstmct, oplnlon seems to be deadedly on the negahve s ~ d e  
For example Dr Wlll~am J Robmson In the February number 
of The Crrtzc and Guzde, after remark~ng that whlle he knows 
he would be m much better standmg wlth a certam class of 
~deal~sts  ~f he could persuade h~mself to the opposlte bel~ef, 
proceeds to mentlon a few of the obstacles wh~ch make that 
bel~ef contrary to reason and common sense 

~ I R S T  It would 11m1t men and women to twelve relations 
In a l~fet~me,  at the most To a student of actual facts t h ~ s  
seems qulte preposterous The sex Instinct begms, perhaps 
ten years before, In our clvll~zat~on, marrlage IS perm~tted 
The mstmct works all the year around and does not cease when 
~ t s  alm IS accompl~shed It exlsts In men and women who are 
ster~le Dr Robmson concludes that the results of the lnstlnct 
are secondary, nlc~dental, and often undesirable consequences 
of the unlon of the sexes Its prrmary purpose IS h~gher, nob 
ler, more soc~allzmg and more contrlbutmg to the sum total 
of human happmess 

Havelock Ellls, In hls pamphlet, "The Objects of Marr~age," 
arrives at the same conclus~on through somewhat different 
reasoning He says that even if the prlmary end of the sex 
lnstlnct IS to rear children, the secondary funct~on wh~ch has 
been developing through the ages has become the lnsplr~ng 
st~mulus of all those psychlc energles wh~ch are counted most 
preclous In civillza~on He compares the evolut~on of thts 
secondary funct~on to that of the funct~onal products of the 
human race The hand was developed from the anlmal fore 
hmb to grasp mater~al thmgs, but ~t can now play the v~olm 
and palnt It has taken God-or  nature,-mll~on of years 
to evolve man, and to ralse the human specm above that help 
less bondage to reproduct~on which marks the lower annuals 
Some people have not yet reallzed thls He mentlons the 
Isolated posltlon of the Angllcan B~shop of Southwark, before 
the Nat~onal B~r th  Rate Commrss~on held in London three 
years ago T h ~ s  b~shop maintamed that procreatlon was the 
sole legitmate end of marrlage, and that the relat~on of men 
and women except for that end, IS degradmg The Comm~s 
sion ww formed of representat~ve men and women of varlous 
bel~efs, Protestants, Cathol~cs and so on Not one  den 
t~fied h~mself n ~ t h  the oplnlon of this "mater~ally" minded 
B~shop, a h ~ l e  several dec~s~vely opposed ~t as contrary to the 
best bel~efs of anclent and modern tlmes and as representing 
a low rather than a h ~ g h  moral standard 

OME ONE HAS sent us t h ~ s  clippmg from an evenmg paper, 
and asked us what we had to say about ~t 

Former Jersey School Teacher Sued by Husband 
Ch~cago, - Davld A Malad~en, today asked 

annulment of h ~ s  marrlage to Ethel A Butler Mala 
d~en,  former Jersey C ~ t y  school teacher, alleglng she 
refused to be a mother They were marr~ed Jan 21 

Frankly, on the lnformat~on contamed In t h ~ s  paragraph, 
we don't know what to say about ~t Perhaps the lady's 
reasons were excellent Perhaps she thought she would not 
make a good mother, perhaps she thought Mr Malad~en would 
not make a good father Perhaps she thought nme days too 
short tlme In wh~ch to accompl~sh so Important a matter, or 
perhaps ~t wasn't the real reason at all, but only what the 
man dec~ded to say One thmg we do th~nk without any 
"perhaps," and that IS, ~f she knew enough to teach school and 
he, enough to be marrled at all, they should have talked the 
matter under contention, over before they got the l~cense 

C AN ANYONE ANSWER sat~sfactordy Mr Henry Adams' 
questlon as to "Why Woman Is Unknown In Amer~ca"? 

(p 384 of "The Educat~on") "Once," he says, "woman had 
been supreme, m France she IS st111 deemed potent, not merely 
as a sentment, but as a force" Ev~dently he thmks "Amer 
Ica was ashamed of her, and she was ashamed of herself, other 
wlse they would not have strewn fig leaves so profusely all 
over her When she was a true force, she was Ignorant of 
fig leaves, but the monthly magazme made Amerlcan female 
had not a feature that would have been recogn~zed by Adam 
Mr Adams thmks that all prevlous ages and even the Purltans 
knew that ne~ther D~ana of the Ephes~ans nor any of the Or~en 
tal goddesses was worsh~pped for her beauty She was god 
dess because of her force Who or what IS respons~ble for 
our present benighted condlt~on? 

EDITORIAL COMMENT 
(Contmued from page 2) 

always done well, being sc~ent~fically managed, has devoted 
herself for the last th~rty five years to lmprovmg, along the 
same Imes, her Hollanders She furmshed mformat~on on 
parenthood She establ~shed cllmcs gving contraceptive In 
format~on to the poor who needed it New Zealand dld the 
same A great movement IS on foot In Great Br~tam to copy 
the methods of New Zealand Other countries are ln the van 
of progress 

How much longer are we gozng to allow dead laws, passed 
by dead men, who perhaps would know better now, to make 
expmtory sacrzjices of future generatrons upon the altar of 
thezr zgnorance? 



Book Reviews 
APPLIED EUGENICS By Paul Popenoe and Roswell Hdl Johnson 

Macmlllan Co 450 pp Pnce $2 10 
The suhject of eugenlcs has been gwen too lrttle attention by the 

mass of people who magme eugenlsts W I S ~  to breed human be~nga for 
~erfect  physical charactenstrca alone To such we recommend "Apphed 
Eugenics,' by Paul Popenoe and Roswell HIU Johnson, for an mter 
estmg and readable account of the real alms and value of the ecrence 
of eugemcs 

About a thud of the book IS devoted to the proof that heredlty 
rather than envuonment, 1s marnly responsible for character The 
ongm and growth of the eugenlcs movement s told, and the methods 
advocated by eugenlsts for Improvmg the qualuy of the human race 

The chapter on the eugenlc aspects of certa~n r e f o m  outlms the 
relat~on of these reforms to eugenlca, but unfortunately the trend of 
the argument m each case seems to be that, eugenically, reform a not 
advrsahle A tax on land values, a a stated, IS not llkely to be eugemc. 
mothers penslons are probably slrghtly dysgemc rather than euguuc. 
motherhood endowment IS not eugenic, old age penalom pald by the 
state would be dysgenlc m a number of ways, there are dyegenrc featured 
m trade unlonlsm, and a mlnlmum wage a unqueat~onahly dyegenrc 
It seems rneoneewahle that our present makcshrfts arc lcss harmful to 
the race than pracucally all the r e f o m  suggested or attempted to 
date would he 

Readers of thm Renew wIU find the book mterestmg for m asscnt 
to the cause of Buth Control, though the authors themaelves seem m 
cllned to place more relmnce on restrrcuve eugemcwtenlnauon of 
the feeble mnded, and bfe long segregation of the d t - - than  on Buth 
Control 

"There s no justlcatron,' the book states, "for hopmg to lduence 
the race for good through the acuon of any b d  of e d  duencsa.  
and there ur not much danger of mfluenwng a for dl through these 
external influences The srtuauon muat he faced squarely then rf the 
race IS to be rmproved, n must he by the usa of the matenal alrcad~ 
m existence, by endeavor to change the huth and death rates so as 
to alter the relauve proporhorn of the amounts of good and bad germ 
plasm m the race " 

And agmn 'It IS at once endent that a deche  rather than an IU 
crease m the huth rate of some eeetrorn of the populauon, IS wanted 
There are some strata at the bottom that are a source of w e b m  
rather than of strength to the race, and a source of onhappmcss to 
themselvez and those around them T h e  should be reduced m 
number " 

Hansg wntten that the race can only he lmprored by a change m 
the blrtb and dea h rates, and that a declme la d m d  m the huth 
rate of same eeetrons of the populauon, rt ~s ddcult to undersrand why 
the authora are not stronger m theu support of Buth C o d  smce rt 
rs by t h~s  means alone that the buth ratc can he appreclably reduced 
m large sectlons of the populatron. It would obnoualy be u n p d l e  
to segregate whole sections of the populauon M undt 

WOMEN Anonymous Alfred A Knopf 156 pp $125 
A m d  V~ctorran conception of 20th Century wndmotu The aneny 

mous author, he he man or women or a httle of nerther cannot accept 
the changes that ham come about m the atatus of women He a h u  
theu ever mcreaslng actlviuea, and a s c h  them all to femuune vamty 
Woman, not content w~th  her laurels as the mere sex creature whcb 
she IS has sought new trophes m man's o m  world So far omng to 
mans great good nature she has been able to have h g a  both ways. 
These Elysran days wdl soon be over The men wdl wme hack from 
the war truculent and full of them nghts. T h q  wdl no longcr be 
chrvalrous toward women dabbl~ng xu mdrutrg 

Confronted wlth real wmpetrtlon. the woman wdl fad. Wrthaut 
mans moral support she alwap wlleples. She laeb phyucal d i h w  
Theas wodt be men enough u a d s  the moaogamc te g arsmd 
se she won't be able te ply h a  usual trade of matnmmy 

Thus ambushed 1n every duectlon, even the author adrmts that h n  
pmtron IS not reaeaunng She wdl he crabbed, hut only for a hundred 
yuvs or more Then she wdl read~ust herself and the good old tunes 
wIU come once more Taught by fallure she wdl agam be c o n p t  to 
look at thlngs through mens eyes and to eust solely for h a  c o m h  
and entenamment Thu 1s sure to be her end, for, and thLa a the 
final tnumph of the authors analysa, she IS only receptive, she can 
never create and therefore she can only attam through man to any 
thmg but mysterxea E~ther the author has no sense of humor or an7 
thrng else, or he rs makmg fun of us all The questron IS--m 1: worth 
whls wadrng through so many exploded fallacies to be, m the end, 
confronted by such a rrddle' 

Two Remews by Harold Hersey 
KNOWLEDGE A YOUNG WIFE SHOULD HAVE and KNOWL 

EDGE A YOUNG HUSBAND SHOULD HAVE By Dr A A 
Pbhp  and H R Murray Sex Knowledge Senes Dav~d McKay, 
Phdadelphla Pnce. 75c 
It u, about tune these old gentlemen of ve honored professon should 

stop wntmg tuesome, dull, valueless treatms on sex, marrrage and lore 
In these two books we men the typlcal "old mad authors, wlth them 
panacav for all Ills In one hook they go Into Petall adnsmg the pros 
Wuve bridegroom to confer wlth the awenheart's parentbfor mercy's 
a&e, d chddren were rarscd properly, we would not have to fear any 
sane drscussron wrth our lady loves 

In the other book the wnter speaks of The curse of the corset"- 
"Economy m rent -etc In both volumes the authors dodge huth 
control, putung up a lot of fake Ideas to cover theu fears of c o q  
stre~ght out m defence of thls urgent neceasrty m modern aoclety 

We arc all weary of caouflage by doctors-authors About met,  
per cent of the profeesron belleve and prancce what they dare not 
preach Such tommyrot We cermnly cannot recommend t h e  two 
boob by a plur of doddenng puntans two d y  volumu by 
two d y  moralma 

BOOKS RECENED 
Profim of Rellgon By Upton Srnclau Upton Smclm. Pssaduw 

bhfonua  315 pp Pnce, $1, cloth, 5Oc paper 
Labor Movement m Japan By Sen Katayama Charles H Kerr & 

Co. Clueago 147 pp h c e ,  $1 
Creauve Impulse m Induetry By Helen Marot E P Dutton Ce 

147 pp Pnce, $150 

PAMPHLETS RECENED 
14th Annual Report of N a u o d  Chdd Labor Comrmttee By Owen 

R Lovejoy Nauonal Qld Labor Comrmttcc, 105 West 22nd S a a ,  
New York 18 pp h c c ,  5 cent. 

The Qld Labor Bullem, Feb, 1919 Nauonal Chdd Labor Cem 
uutte New York 296 pp Pncq 5Oc. 

Chdd Labor m Wamng Counvla By A m  Rochester N a u 4  
Chdd Labor Commttee, New York 11 pp Pncc, b 

Uuldrm m Agnculture By Ruth McIntyre Natlonal Chdd Labm 
comrmm 15 pp 

k i d  Coat of Qld Labor Nauonal CMd Labor Comrmttee 21 
PP m w 5 c .  

The l o u d  of Dehquency By Dr Henry H Goddard Tmmmg 
School, Vmeland, N J 34 pp 

Mentaluy of the Am- Imrmgrant B E H Mullaa Bd. 90, 
Umted Stated Pubhc Hcalth Semce 131 pp 

Mental Exauunauon of the Imrmgrant By E H Mullaa BuL 398 
U u t d  Stam Pubhe Hcalth Semec. 16 pp 

Naaonal Uuldrm's Pohcy By Raymond C Fuller Nauonal CMd 
Ldbm Glarmttes 8 pp hce ,  b 

Saf Daarmaauen for Indm Indra Home Rule h e ,  14W 
Bnsdaay 15 pp Pnee. lC 



The Bzrth Control Revuw 

"Not Fit to Print" 
HE ABOVE IS THE MOTTO of the New York Tunes, and 
below IS a letter sent to the Tcmes m response to I@ yearly 

two page presentation of the stones of "The Hundred Needlest 
Cases,"-those of the suffermg poor who need ~mmed~ate finan 
cia1 help 

The letter expla~ns ~tself But the Times ed~tors ev~dently 
cons~dered anythmg on birth control unfit to prmnt, j u d p g  
by the fact that a short tlme prev~ously the Tcmes refused to 
take an advertisement of the Arbztrator magazme, which con 
tamed a debate on b~ r th  control presenting arguments both pro 
and con 

To the Editor of the Ttmes, New York C~ ty  

Sir I hope the Hundred Neediest Cases w ~ l l  be aided 
They certamly need ~t I hope moreover that a good deal more 
w ~ l l  be subscr~bed this year than last year, when the average 
rehef prov~ded was $135 per famdy That wdl not go far 
when the cost of hvmg has mcreased 67 per cent. I wdl gladly 
contribute $25 toward the fund, ~f you wdl publish t h ~ s  letter 
of comment on the hundred cases 

In 41 of those cases, the suffermg would have been greatly 
lessened and m some, avo~ded altogether ~f the parents had 
been mtelhgent enough to postpone the buths of some of them 
ch~ldren tdl  they had more money and better health In other 
words they were m &re need of the beneficent, sc~ent~fic, con 
traceptive knowledge which our present benighted laws declare 
cr~mmal 

In 18 of these cases, one and sometimes both of the parents, 
had tuberculos~s for a long time preceding the birth of the 
younger children It 1s well known that tubercular people, 
by an odd cruelty of nature, are more prollfic than normal 
people It is also well known that a tubercular woman w~th  a 
baby commg menaces her own Me and that of her baby In 
case after case ~t 1s recorded that one, sometlmes all of the 
ch~ldren are prehsposed to tuberculos~s 

There are many cases where ch~ldren have been born after 
~ n ~ a ~ t y  became ev~dent m the father, many others where poor 
l~t t le  bab~es had drunkards for fathers 

In  all of these had the woman known how to protect herself 
from further motherhood, she mght have stood a chance for 
health, a fair earnmg capacity, and opportunity for her exlstmg 
ch~ldren 

On behalf of thousands of parents who have defin~tely de 
manded that laws forb~dd~ng this knowledge be repealed, and 
whose names and addresses can be produced, and on behalf of 
the numberless thousands of mart~culate sufferers from lack 
of t h ~ s  mformat~on, I most earnestly ask the New York T w  
and ~ t s  readers to supplement the appeal for the neehest hun 
dred cases, by a vlgorous demand that the New York law be 
changed forthwith, at t h ~ s  very next session of the Legdatum 
whlch convenes the first week m January 

MARY WARE DENNE'IT, 

T H E  B E A C O N  
[Mad Order Book Serv~ce] 

Offers to asslst &scnrmnabng book buyers, 
those who are remote from blg book cen- 
ters, as well as others 

Speciahlng m the mail order service, we can 
assure our patrons of unusual promptness 
and care in delwery and of infinite indwid 
ual attenbon to them m h e s  

We take pleasure in sendmg regularly, to any- 
one interested, our Monthly Bulletin of 
Books, covenng vanous fields of hterature 
Special fachhes for securmg out of-pnnt 
and forelgn books Correspondence m- 
vlted 

T H E  B E A C O N  
[Mad Order Book Servlce] 

134 Montague St, Brooklyn, N Y 

WOMAN: HER SEX and LOVE LIFE 
FOR MEN and WOMEN 

By WILLIAM J ROBINSON, M D 

IS one of Dr Robmson's most Important and 
most useful books It is not devoted to abstruse T"" 
d~scussions or doubtful theones ~t 1s full of prac 

rlcal mformat~on of vital importance to every woman 
and through her to every man, to every wlfe and through 
her to every husband 

The smple prachcal pomts contamed In ~ t s  pagee 
would render mdhons of homes happ~er abodes than 
they are now, they would prevent the d~srupt~on of 
many a f m l y ,  they show how to hold the love of a 
man, how to preserve sexual attract~on, how to remaln 
young beyond the usually allotted age T h ~ s  book de 
stroys many mjunous errors and superstltlons and 
teaches truths that have never been presented m any 
other book before In short, t h ~ s  book not only Imparts 
mterestmg facts, ~t eves  pract~cal points wh~ch w ~ l l  
make thousands of women and thousands of men hap 
pler, healthier, and more sat~sfied with hfe Certam 
cha ters or even paragraphs are alone worth the price 
of t i e  book 

Illustrated 412 Pages Cloth Bound Price $3 

Order Dzrect 
THE CRITIC AND GUIDE 

12 West Mt Moms Park New York C ~ t y  
Dr Robmaon's Never Told T a l e d l  00 
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The Malthusian Doctrine Today 
By Charles Drysdale, Sc B 
(Cornneed from March Issue) 

HAT DOES THIS MEAN? It can only be explamed m 
three ways E~ther the b~ r th  rate must have been re 

markably low durmg the bulk of the tlme, or there must have 
been a tremendous emlgratlon, or there must have been a 
very h ~ g h  death rate The first two explanat~ons are obv~ously 
untenable Although we have no records durmg the m~ddle 
ages there can be no reasonable doubt that the marrlage rate 
was h~gher than m recent tlmes,* and emlgratlon was certainly 
a very small factor Evidently the slow lncrease was due to 
an exceedingly h ~ g h  death rate whlch could only be caused by 
serlous dearths of food It cannot be explamed by saylng 
that ~t was due to want of med~cal knowledge or of sanltatlon, 
as, tf so, how are we to explam the very r a p ~ d  mcrease of 
populatron m Un~ted States, where certamly no better arrange 
ments ex~sted In the early days? No, the slow growth of the 
Enghsh populatlon, except for very serlous and prolonged 
wars, can only be explamed on the ground of almost chron~c 
lnsuffic~ency of food, and the same applles to every one of the 
older c ~ v ~ l u a t ~ o n s  

absurd, m comparison w~th  the actual or even conce~vable rate 
of contmual mcrease, as to show that the hypothes~s of ade 
quate subs~stence was absurd -Q E D 

T HE LAW OF CORRESPONDENCE of B~rth and Death 
rates, the next deduction from the pr~nc~ple  of Malthus, 

IS the most momentous of all from the human~tar~an stand 
polnt If populatlon constantly presses agalnst the means of 
subs~stence, the lncrease of populat~on IS kept back to the 
lncrease of subs~stence, just as the speed of a tram must be 
kept back to that of a tram m front of ~t on the same track 

Now, In each country over a cons~derahle per~od there IS a 
fa~r ly  constant rate at wh~ch ~ t s  food supply can he ~ncreased, 
elther by lmprovements of a s  methods of agr~culture, by the 
bnngmg of new land mto cultlvat~on, by lmprovements of 
means of transport, or by the development of ~ t s  manufac 
tures, whlch can be exchanged for the food of other countries 

In long settled countnes, confined ch~efly to the advance of 
agr~culture, l ~ k e  France, India and Chma, t h ~ s  lncrease must 
be comparattvely slow In those havmg large tracts of new 
land, like Canada and Australasla, lt may he very h~gh,  as ~t 
formerly was ln the Un~ted States The same IS true of coun 
t r m  wh~ch, although long settled, have only recently escaped 
from severe feudal restnctlons, as m Russ~a and the Balkan 

The foregolng IS an example of the redmtm ad States In the last category are countr~es wh~ch have already 

method of proof so famlllar to students of ~ ~ ~ l ~ d  H~~~~~ developed the11 agriculture fairly fully, but have re 
sources and apt~tude for manufactunng, as, for example, Great stated our law that populatlon IS contmually pressmg agamst 
Br~tam, Germany and the Unlted States at the present day, 

the means of subs~stence, we have proceeded to find out how - 
fast population would have ~ncreased ~f no such lack of sub o f  course, this docs not necessarily apply to c~v~ l l zed  countnes 
slstence existed ~ h ~ t  rate of was manifestly so at ta~nly the does present to Eastern ttme of natlons cons~derabl~ and to restricted the world famrlles, as a whole but ~t most cer 
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Books On Birth Control and Kindred Subiects: 
Man and Woman -By Havelock Elhs The 

book w h ~ c h  reveals t o  each other Women 
and Men a s  they a r e  ------- -------------- $2 00 

Methods of Race Regeneratlo-By C W Sa- 
leeby A T r e a t ~ s e  on the  Fundamentals 
of Eugen~cs  ............................. .60 

Parentbood and Race Culture.-By C W Sa- 
leeby A S c ~ e n t ~ f i c  Treatrse m Popular 
Style for Parents  and Prospectwe Parents-- 275 

The  Century of t he  Cldd.-By Ellen Key An 
Illum~natlon of the Ch~ld's Place In Soce~ ty  150 

HereQty -By Thompson A Study in Heredl- 
tary Influence from the E u g e n ~ c  Standpomt 350 

Populat~on and B ~ r t h  Control A Sympos~um 
by W ~ l l ~ a m  J Robinson, Ach~lle Lorla, 
Charles V Drysdale, L u d w ~ g  Quessell, Eden 
Paul, Edward Bernstem, D Dunlop, R 
Manschke, S H Halford and F W Stella 
Browne, e d ~ t e d  by Eden and Cedar Paul---- 300 

What  Every Mother Should Know -By Mar- 
garet  Sanger A Book That  Teaches the 
Mother How t o  Tell the Tru th  of Sex of 
the Ch~ ld  Paper, 2512, cloth -------------- 50  

L m t a t t o n  of Offsprmg-By W ~ l l ~ a m  J Robm- 
son Answers All Arguments Agatnst B ~ r t h  
Control ................................. 150 

.I 

Lst of References on  Blrth Control-By Theo- 
dore Schroeder B~bhography of 1,400 
Books, Ar t~c les  and Pamphlets ------------ 35 

The  Small Fanuly System-By C V Drysdale 
An Argument for B ~ r t h  Control from Moral, 
E th~ca l  and Health Standpo~nts ----------- 150 

The Love k h t s  of Women-By Havelock 
E l k  A Book That  Every Man Should _ -  
Read------------------------------------ 25 

The Objeets of w e . - B y  Havelock Ellrs 
A Reverent, Inspmng V ~ e w  of the  Conjugal 
Rela t~on ................................ 25 

B u t h  Control m I t s  Med~cal, Soaa l  and Eco- 
normc Aspects -By Dr  A Adolphus Knopf 10 

Uncontrolled Breedmg-By Adelyne More A 
Start lmg Sc~en t~ f i c  Treatlse on Overpopu- 
l a t ~ o n  a s  the Cause of War  ---------------- 100 

Small o r  Large Farml1es7-By Dr  C V Drys- 
dale and Havelock Elhs Btrth Control from 
the Ind~vldual, Rac~a l  and Moral Stand- 
points B ~ r t h  Control and War  _---------- 100 

What Every CYI Should Know -By Margaret 
Sanger Sex Instruction for Adolescent 
G ~ r l s  In  Plam, Slmple Language Paper 25c 
cloth .................................... 50 
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and m these tbe tncrease wlll. as a rule. be a t  a n  mtermedtate of the latter Thts mav be  called the law of correspondence 

ra te  That  1s t o  say, that each country has  a more o r  less of btr th a n d  death rates 

defintte speed of its food train ( to use the analogy previously 
adopted) fixed by  the energy and  capability of its mhabttanta 

and  by  its natural  resources 

What conclusion d o  we draw f rom thts? Sunply  that  a s  the 
population t ram cannot pass the food tram, it can  only a d  

vance a t  the same rate,  and  therefore any  attempt t o  advance 

more rapidly w d l  only cause colltsions a n d  loss of h f e  Or, 
m terms of populatton, a l l  excess of the birth rate over a cer  

t a m  nunImum requtred t o  keep pace with the food supply  wtll 
only cause an mcrease of the death rate, without acceleratmg 

the increase of population 

I n  other words, a high birth ra te  impltes a htgh death rate, 

a low btrth rate a low death rate,  and  a rue o r  f a l l  of the 
former should produce a n  approximately equal  r ise o r  fa l l  

(Contrnued m May Issue) 

MANUSCRIPT, NOTES, Etc. 
ACCURATELY and NEATLY TYPEWRITTEN 

at the foUowmg rates 
2 coptes ------------ $ 80 per 1,000 words 
3 coptes ------------ $1 00 per  1,000 words 
4 copies _--___-- _ - - 1 2 0  per 1,000 words 

Translatwrrc m all languages 

CONVENTION REPORTING COMPANY 
32 Umon Square, New York, N Y 

Stuyvesaut 1963-5296-837 

Biih Control Organizations 
IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The  Federation of Neo Malthusian Leagues 
D r  Ahce  Drysdale Vtckery, President 

ENGLAND (1877) -The Malthus~an League Secretary, Or 
Bmme Dunlop, 48 Broadway, Westuunster, London, S W 
Penodlcal 1 he Molthrlcmn 

HOLLAND (1885) -De Nleuw Malthusraansche Bond Secretary, 
Dr J Dutgeq 9 Verhulststraat, Den Hang PenoLcal, Her 
Gellukkrg Huugezzn 

GERMANY (1889) -5onal Ihmomsche Verem &retary, Herr 
M Hausme~ster Stuttgart Peno&cal, Ihe Sonale Harmome 

~ N C E  (1895) -4 Hardy, 29 Rue Plxerecourf Pans Pen  
o d d ,  Generahon Consc&ente 

SPNN (1904) -Llga Espanola de Regenerac~on Humana Sece  
tary, Senor Lurs Bul5, Calle Provenza, 177, Pral la, Bar 
celona Penodmal. Solu y Fuerza 

BELGIUM (1906) -Lrgue NeoMalhuslenne Secretary. Dr 
Fernsnd Mascaux, Echevm, Courcelles 

SWITZERLAND (1908) --Groupe Malthuslen Secretary, Valentln 
Grandlean 106 Rue des Eaux V~ves, Geneva Pendeal ,  
La Vze Inhme 

BOHEMIA AUSTRIA (1901) -Secretary, Mlchael Kacha, 1164 
Zlzhov, Prague P e n o d d  Zadruhy 

PORTUGAL-E Sdva, Jun~or. L da Memona, 46 r/e, h b o e  
Penodid,  Pa e L~berdade 

B ~ L  (1905) -Section Brasdena de Propaganda Secretones, 
Manuel Moscosa, Rua d Bento P~res  29 Sm Pablo, Antonlo 
Dommguez, Rue Vlzcande de Moranguapez 25, ILo de Janeno 

CUBA (1907) -Secclon de Propaganda Secmary, Jose Gnard~ 
ola, Empedrado 14, Havana 

SWEDEN (1911) -Sallskapet for Humanttar Barnalstnng Pres 
tdent, Mr Hmke Bergegren, VanaLsvagen 15, Stockholm, Va 

ITNY (1913) -Lega Neomalthuslana Itahana Secretary, DI 
Lulgr Berta, Via Lamarmora 22, Turm Pendcal ,  L Edu 
carwne Sessuale 

AFRICA-L~pe Neo-Malthuslenne, Malson du Peuple, 10 Rampe 
Magenta, Alger 

IN THE UNITED STATES 
ANN ARBOR, MICH -Mrs L A Rhoads, 1318 Forest Court 
BANCOR, ME-Dr P E Luce, 40 Central Street 
BOSTON, MASS-The Bzrth Control League of Massochuettes 

P 0 Box 1358 Mrs Oakes Ames, presldent 
PHILADELPHIA, PA-Dr L A Young, 5152 Haverford Avenue 
CHICAGO ILL-The Cztuens Cornmutee on Famdy Lzmltahon 

Secretary, Mrs. B E Page, 521 Longwood Ave, Glencoe, Ill 
CLEVELAND, Onlo -Buth Control League of Ohm Mrs A W 

Newman, 10601 Ashbury Avenue, secretary 
DETnorT Mica -Mra Jensle A Rene, 919 Brooklyn Avenue 
ELIZABETH CITY N C- Mr and Mrs W 0 Saunders 
H m s s u ~ c ,  PA --George A Herring, 2436 Reel Street 
Los ANGEE CAL -Dr T Perclval Gerson 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN-The M~nneapolu Llrrth Control League 

Mrs. Helen C Thornsen, 1208 Vmcent Avenue, N ,  secretary 
NEW ORLEANS LA -H G Shockley, 428 Delaronde Street 
N m  YORK 

The Commutee of One Thousand Dr Ira S Wde. 230 W 
97th Street, chaman 

The Nahonal Bzrth Control League 200 Flfth Avenue 
Mrs Maxwell Hyde 

The Womans Commrttee of One Hundred Mrs. Amos Pm 
chot, chaman, 9 East ~ 1 s t  Street 

PITTSBURCH, PA-The Buth Control League of Western Penn 
svlvanur MIS Clarence Renshaw. 117 h d e n  Ave Edae 
wwd, secretary 

P o n n ~ ~ o ,  ORE-The Buth Control League of Portland H C 
Dekker 652 U o t t  Avenue, pradent. Mrs J R Oatman 
549 Fdth Street secretary 

RADNOR, P&-The Man  Lzne Branch of the Natwnal Bzrth Con 
trol League -MIS Walter M Newkuk, secretary 

ROCHESTER, N Y -A L Howser, 227 Parsells Avenue 
ST Louis Mo--Grace Anderson, Clty Dispensary, 11th and 

Chestnut Streets 
ST PAUL, MINN -The Mznnesotn State Buth Control League 

Secretary, Mrs Grace M Keller, 230 Vernon Ave, St Paul 
SAN ~ N C I ~ C O ,  CAL -The Buth Control League of San Francuco, 

239 Geary Smeet. Mdrgaret tvIcGovern, presldent 
SEATTLE, WASH -The Seattle Bzrth Control Leogue Mlnnte 

Parkhwsb 516 Thmd Ave. West Seattle, Wash secretary 
SUMMIT, N J -Rev Fra&n C Doan 
WASHINGTON, D C -The Buth Control League of the Drrtnct of 

Columbur Mrs. Anna Wexler, 1926 New Hampshue Ave, 
prerudent 



The war 1s over You, the women who were b e p n l n g  to take an interest m B ~ r t h  Con- 
trol and ~ t s  mean~ng In our soclal development, were thrown by the war mto a multltude of 
new dut~es  You were unable, whde the conflict lasted, to glve thought, tlme or money to 
any movement, no matter how worthy, no matter how pregnant with good to women or t o  
soclety as a whole 

But the war 1s over, you are back In your homes, wrth tlme to rest and reflect You 
have grven two years of energy and devotlon to the cause of "the boys over there" Now 
w ~ l l  you not glve the same measure of tlme, energy, money and devotlon to  "the women over 
here"? 

Governments have acknowledged universally the tremendous part you have played In 
w~nnlng the war There have been a multltude of offlclal communlcat~ons, proclamations, 
resolutions and memorials attesting that vlctory could not have come without you 

Yet, you who have alded In wlnnlng the war, have been but a very small percentage of 
the women of the world Only those who were unmarried were able to help Or these mar- 
rled women who were not over-burdened wlth too many chlldren No woman could help 
who was t ~ e d  to the domestlc machme 

You were able to glre your servlces because you were free-free through a knowledge 
of Brrth Control Had you been mothers of elght, nme or ten chddren, you could not have 
gone from place to place, "domg your blt," no matter how much you deslred to do so 

You owe your freedom dlrectly or mdlrectly to the Blrth Control movement and the 
knowledge whlch ~t spreads 

No amount of money could have freed you from the worrles, trlals and sickness, of chll- 
dren and of yourselves, whlch a knowledge of Blrth Control has spared you You were m- 
deed fortunate, for you are free from these chams 

By nature, and accordmg to the laws of the state and the natlon, you should have borne 
at least one chlld for every two years of your marr~ed llfe Count up and see how many 
chlldren you would have had, had not the Idea and the knowledge of Blrth Control been 
available to you 

Reflect upon the fact that there are mlll~ons of overburned mothers m Amerrca t o  
whom t h ~ s  knowledge 1s a sealed book-to whom freedom such as yours IS, therefore denled 

In gratitude for thls knowledge, will you not come to the a ~ d  of the women from whom 
~t IS withheld? Wlll you not, for every chdd that you would have had, had you not known 
how to hmlt your famrly, purchase one $10 share of stock ~n The Blrth Control Revrew? 

For every bond you purchase, I promise to free ten women from the bondage of ignor- 
ance. 

You have purchased Llberty Bonds for the men "over there " Why not "L~berty Bonds" 
now for the women "over here?" 

MARGARET SANCER, Editor 

The BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW, A1 19 
104 Flfth Avenue, 

New York Clty 

I enclose 8 -------,-,, for ah& smd ma .,,.-,- 
shares of your stock, at $10 00 a share. 

Name -..,-.--.---..-,....-------------------..--- 
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