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Editorial Comment 
By Jessle Ashley 

V ICTORY' IT IS ACCLAIMED In showers of scraps of 
paper, In shouts and song and m wonderful drrnks a 

plenty But hardly any one of us knows what the vlctory 
actually IS, because every one of us knows that m the place 
of the erstwhde satanrc majesty, there has amen another 
majesty that a e  fear as much or more He has always been 
w th  US, but m chams and h~dden away Always r ~ g h t  at 
hand, but always subdued-we g v e  h ~ m  varlous names 
Sometimes we call hrm Chaos, sometlmes Dlsorder, some 
tlmes Freedom But we fear hlm m~ght~ly,  for we know h ~ m  
to be the aroused splrlt of d~ssatisfied people Surely we 
don't want Chaos (even ~f we don't know very clearly what 
Chaos means)-we don't want Chaos or D~sorder because we 
I&e the cleared path, the well regulated office, the organued 
work, the set rules and clearcut prejudlees All these th~ngs 
are dear to our hearts Nelther do we want Freedom, we 
know that Freedom 1s just another name for d~sorder, for 
chaos, ~t means mental shocks, let down bars, open wmdo vs 
Where Freedom IS, there must each one have the paln of In 
d~v~dual  thought Bes~des we have a susp~c~ou that freedom 
means that everyone shall be equally free, and what then 
becomes of our specla1 prlvdeges? To have a poor man as 
free as a rlch one, and m fact not to have any more poor at 
all to look after, nor any kmd r ~ c h  to look after them Dear 
-dear, that would Indeed be chaos And ~t would be most 
Intolerable that a woman should be as free as a man No, 
we don't want Freedom. 

We thought V~ctory would mean a kmd of glorified Dem 
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ocracy-poner of the people, rule of the people, but power 
and rule would st111 be left to some one, to the people m fact 
We know all about the people Kmgs and queens and kalsers 
are not people, nelther are dukes nor pr~ncesses nor lords 
nor magnates people, nor mllhona~res People are plam, they 
vote and go to church and sometlmes form just the rrght lund 
of labor unlons But they have enough food and clothes and 
often bank accounts But unskilled, unorganued workmg 
men are not people, they are the masses, they are mobs, they 
are part of what makes chaos unpleasant So we want 
democracy, because we want the People to rule But some- 
how we don't seem to be gettmg Democracy, what we have 
gotten-what our Vlctory 1s turnlng out to be--1s t h ~ s  other 
th~ng, Freedom or Chaos 

ND THIS FEAR OF FREEDOM is the very same fear that A IS at the bottom of most of the objectrons to Bvth Con 
trol We are bas~cly afra~d to let people declde important 
questions for themselves We have the idea that we must 
control them bralns and the~r bodles and t he~ r  actrons or we 
w~ l l  d~sturb the dear famlhar ways of llfe and call Chaos 
mto belng Last year when a member of the board of the 
Nat~onal Birth Control League approached the New York 
Legislature she met w~th  a cold reception So she turned to 
the doctors They llstened qulte sympathetrcally and 
actually gave her some adv~ce as to who would be ac 
reptable to the doctors and the governor on a commlsslon to 
lnvestlgate the subject of Blrth Control They dls 
cussed Blrth Control as a health measure, part~cularly the 
health of bab~es They d~scussed ~t as a measure calculated 
to replen~sh the race, to mult~ply the number thereof It 
was just like talkmg about democracy, perfectly proper and 
safe, untrl t h ~ s  mrsgulded member of the board of the 
Nat~onal Birth Control League, happened to suggest that B~rth 
Control would be a boon to women, by gvmg them pro 
tectlon and a lrttle freedom by helpmg them to control their 
own bod~es Horrors' the worthy doctors grew cold "That," 
they gravely answered, "would be personal, mdwdual 11b 
erty, we cannot cons~der personal freedom " The wolf in 
the sheep's skln had been exposed T h ~ s  woman belleved ~n 
freedom, ahas Chaos, ahas Dlsorder, ahas Bolshevlk~, allas 
Femlnlsm, ahaseve ry  other ~mposslble thlng No, we don't 
want freedom We don't understand t We wdl utilue our 
full force aga~nst ~ t ,  wherever we suspect ~t to exlst or to be 
trylng to exlst, whether ~t be m Russ~a, m Germany, or m New 
York w~ th  ~ t s  vlctory hcensed Saturnaha of drmk and 
paper Fear of the truth 1s colossal and IS respons~ble 
for reams and reams of m~sstatements and Irrelevant state 
ments The short cut to truth 1s barred by our fear We take 
the long and tedious road because we thlnh ~t safer, only to 
find that we land back In the same old camp of prejud~ce, 
only In a d~fferent comer of it The a m  of thls Revlew IS 

to secure free access to all available knowledge for all 
human bemgs, espec~ally the knowledge that pertalns to con 
traceptwe methods of b~r th  control We want the truth' 
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BIRTH CONTROL OR ABORTION? 
By Margaret Sanger 

ILY LIMITATION WILL be ~ractrced No law has 
yet been framed that can prevent ~t The church has F" 

been powerless and the champ~ons of wornout moral creeds 
find themselves trytug In vain to force all women to become 
mothers agamst theu wills 

Abundant evldence of the futlllty of seekmg to Impose m 
voluntary motherhood upon women ls found m the sue  of 
the farmlies of the rich, of the well to do and of the wage 
workers of larger earnmg capaclty The women of these 
classes long ago refused to be mere brood anlmalsusually 
they prefer to be voluntary mothers, determ~nlng for them 
selves the number of chddren they shall have and when they 
shall have them Famly llmltatlon for them 1s an accom 
plwhed fact 

It 1s also an accomplished fact wlth many of the wlves of 
the less hlghly paid workers But wrth the latter, as well as 
wlth some of then more fortunate sisters, farmly llmtatlon 
takes a far more drastic and too often a terribly dangerous 
course The awakened woman of today wdl not bear un 
wanted chlldren She wlll not bear more chlldren than she 
can care for And ~f she is denied the knowledge of the safe, 
harmless, sclentlfic methods of Birth Control, she lrmlts her 
famdy by means of abortion 

N THE VERY NATURE of the case, ~t IS lmposs~ble to get I accurate figures upon the number of abortrons performed 
annually in the Unrted States It a often said, however, that 
one m five pregnancres end In aborhon One estlmate 1s that 
150,000 occur m the Umted States each year and that 25,000 
women dle of the effects of such operations m every twelve 
months Dr Wllliam J Robmson asserts that there are 1,000, 
000 abortlous every year m thls country and adds that the 
estunate ls conservative He quotes Justlce John Proctor Clark 
as saymg that there are at least 100,000 m the same length of 
tune m New York Clty alone 

Dr Max H~rsch, a famous authority quotes an opmlon that 
there are 2,000,000 abortrons m the Un~ted States every year' 

"I belleve" declares Dr Hrrsch, "that I may say without 
exaggeration that absolutely spontaneous or unprovoked abor 
tlons are extremely rare, that a vast major~ty-I should esti 
mate ~t at 80 per cent -have a crrrmal ar lgn " 

6' Our examinations have Informed us that the largest num 
ber of abortions are performed on married women Thrs fact 
brlngs us to the conclusion that contraceptwe measures among 
the upper classes and the practice of abortlon among the lower 
class, are the real means employed to regulate the number of 
offsprmg " 

HE QUESTION, THEN, IS not whether famrly l~mrtatron 
should be ~ractised i t  u being practised, ~t has long 

been pract~sed and ~t wlll always be pract~sed The questlon 
now IS whether ~t 1s to be attamed by normal, screntlfic Blnh 

Control methods or by the abnormal, often dangerous, surg~cal 
operation 

That 1s the questlon whrch the church, the state, the moral 
 st, and most of all, the woman herself, must face 

The knowledge of Birth Control methods may for a tlme 
be denled to the woman of the worklng class, but those who 
are responsible for denylng at to her, and she herself, should 
understand clearly the dangers to wblch she IS exposed by the 
dark age laws whlch force her lnto the hands of the abortlonrst 
To understand the more clearly what these dangers are, and 
to realue the more fully how much better ~t would be to avold 
them, it IS first necessary that women should know somethmg 
of the processes of conception, the prevention of which frees 
them of all rrsk of havlng to resort to abort~on 

N EVERY WOMAN'S OVARIES there are Imbedded md 
lllon. of ovules or eggs They are there m every female 
at bwth and as the g ~ r l  grows Into womanhood, these ovules 
or eggs develop also At a certaln period or age, the ripest 
ovule leaves the nest or ovary and comes on down one of the 
tubes mto the womb and passes out of the body When thls 
takes place, ~t 1s said that the gul 1s at the age of puberty, 
for the ovule 1s now ready for fertlluatlon (or conceptron) 
by the male sperm 

About the same tlme that the ovule 1s rlpenlng or develop 
mg, the womb 1s preparmg to recewe the fertllued ovum by 
a reinforced blood supply brought to its linmg To t h ~ s  lm 
mg the ovum will clmg and gather ~ t s  nourishment after fer 
trluation takes place If fertlluation (conceptlon) does not 
take place, the ovum passes on out of the body and the uterus 
throws off ~ t s  surplus blood supply Thls 1s called the mens 
trual perlod and occurs once a month or about every twenty 
elght days 

In the male sexual organs, there are glands (testes) whrch 
secrete a fluid called the semen In the semen IS the life 
givlng princ~ple, the sperm 

When Intercourse takes place ( ~ f  no preventlve IS used) 
the semen 1s depos~ted in the woman's vagina The ovule is 
not m the vagma, but is m the womb, further up, In safety, 
or perhaps m the tube on ~ t s  way to the womb As steel 1s 
attracted to the magnet, the sperm of the male starts on ~ t s  
way to seek the ovum Several of these sperm cells start, but 
only one enters the ovum and is absorbed Into ~t This pro 
cess 1s called fertrluat~on, conceptlon or lmpregnatlon If no 
cblldren are deslred, the meetrng of the male sperm and the 
ovum must be prevented When screntrfic means are used to 
prevent this meetmg, and thereby to llrmt farmlies, one ~s 

sard to practise Brrth Control 
But if preventive means are not used and the sperm meets 

the ovum and development thus beg~ns, any attempt at remov 
mg it or stopping its further growth is called abortlon 
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HERE IS NO DOUBT that women are apt to look upon 
abortion as of little consequence and to treat r accord 

mgly An aboruon is as important a matter as a confinement 
and requires as much attention as the birth of a child at its 
full term 

"The ~mmed~ate dangers of abort~on," says Dr J Cllfton 
Edgar, In h ~ s  book "The Pract~ce of Obstetrics," "are hem 
horrage, retention of an adherent placenta, sepsis, tetanus, 
perforat~on of the uterus They also cause sterihty, anemia, 
mahgnant &seas=, &placements, neurosis, and endometrit~s " 

In plain, everyday language, m an abort~on there is always 
a very serloas r ~ s k  to the health and often to the Me of the 

It 1s only the women of wealth who can afford to e v e  an 
abortion proper care and treatment both at the time of the 
operation and afterwards These women often escape any 
serlous consequences from its occurence 

The women whose lncomes are l ~ m ~ t e d  and who must con 
tinue at work before they have recovered from the effects of 
an abort~on are the great army of sufferers It 1s among such 
that the deaths due to abortion usually ensue It IS these, too, 
who are most often forced to resort to such operations 

If death does not result, the woman who has undergone an 
abortion IS not therefore safe The womb may not return 
to its natural sue but remain large and heavy, tendmg to fall 
away from its natural positlon Abortion often leaves the 
uterus in a condition to conceive easily agam and unless pre 
vention is strictly followed another pregnancy will surely 
occur Frequent abortions tend to cause barrenness and seri 
ous, painful pelv~c a~lments These and other conditions 
aruing from such operations are qmte llkely to rum a 
woman's general health 

W H I L E  THERE ARE CASES where even the law recog 
rims an abortion as justlfiable ~f recommended by a 

physician, I assert that the hundreds of thousands of abor 
tions performed m Amer~ca each year are a d~sgrace to c m l  
lzatlon 

I also assert that the responscbzlcty for these abortcons and 
the cllness, mlsery and death that come m thew tram ices at 

the door of a government whose authoruy has been stretched 
beyond the lznccts of the people's cntentwn and whzch, cn us 
puruanacal blzndness, cnslsts upon suffermg a r d  death from 
cgnorance, rather than lzje and happiness from knowledge and 
preventwn 

It needs no assertwn of mcne to call attentwn to the grcm 
fact that the laws prohcbctzng the zmpartzng of cnformatwn 
concerncng the preventcng of conceptwn are responscble for 
tens of thousands of death each year m thls country and an 
untold amount of slckness and sorrow The suffermg and the 
death of these women IS squarely upon the heads of the law 
makers and the purctanacal, masculcne mcnded persons, who 
cnslst upon retacncng the abomznable legal restrcctwns 

Try as they will they cannot escape the truth, nor hide it 
under the cloak of stupid hypocrisy If the laws against im 
partmg knowledge of scientific B~r th  Control were repealed, 
the 1,000,000 or 2,000,000 women who undergo abortions m 
the United States each year would escape the agony of the 
surgeon's instruments and the long trad of d~sease, suffering 
and death wh~ch so often follows 

E WHO WOULD COMBAT abort~on" says Dr Hirsch, "H ' b d  at , same t m e  combat con,ceptive measures 
may be likened to the person who would fight contaeous &s 
eases and forb~d dmnfect~on For contraceptive measures are 
mportant weapons m the fight against abortion 

"Amer~ca has a law smce 1873 which proh~bits by 
crimmal statute, the distribution and regulation of contracep 
tive measures It follows, therefore that America stands 
at the head of all nations m the huge number of abortions " 

There IS the case m a nutshell Family lmitatlon will a1 
ways be practised as it is now bemg practised-+her by 
Birth Control or by abortion We know that The one means 
health and happmess-a stronger, better race The other 
means d~sease, sdermg,  death 

When all is stud and done, it is not the advocates of Birth 
Control, but the b~tter, unthmkable con&t~ons brought about 
by the bl~ndness of church, state and society that puts up to all 
three the questlon 

Bcrth Control or Abortron-whcch shall ct be9 

Another Near-Ban of The Review 

S UBSCRIBERS TO THE BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW who failed 
to recewe t h w  copies of the November lssue m good tune 

are respectfully referred to the postoffice department 
Just what there was in THE REVIEW that the postoffice censor 

ship thought dangerous, the ed~tors do not know F o l l o m g  
then usual practlce the department's officials held up THE 
REVIEW w~thout notifymg ~ t s  ed~tors or publishers That ~t 
had been held up was d~scovered only when complamts began 
to come to the office that subscr~bers had faded to recewe the 
November Lssue An lnqulry by telephone brought the mfor 
mation that the issue was not bang allowed to go through the 
malls and that copies had been sent somewhere for examma 

tlon A second mqury a few days later brought word that 
whoever it was who was examnlng THE REVIEW hadn't been 
heard from Fmally a letter dated November 20th s a ~ d  that 
the Issue had been declared mailable 

There IS no questlon of the author~ty or the power of the 
postofice department to treat any publ~catlon ~t choows In just 
such a manner and to keep on domg so as long ~t chooses under 
the present law Prussian censorsh~p is dead in Germany but 
the transplanted species apparently flour~shes all the more in 
Amencan sod In addition to being tyrannous ~t IS sdly It 
wdl contmue to be both tyrannous and sdly as long as Amer~ 
cans permlt at to be. 
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For Birth Control Clinics 
B IRTH CONTROL CLINICS are posslble under the laws as 

they now stand m the state of New York The need of 
them IS ~mperatlve These Facts were pomted out by Dr 
Mary Halton ~n her address at the d~nner p e n  at the CIVIC 
Club, November 14th, to L t t y  Marlon to celebrate her release 
from la11 

"Such cl~nlcs can be establlshed under the law," declared 
Dr Halton, "and they w l l  meet a need that IS not bemg met 
m any other way In the various mst~tut~ons where tubercular 
women are bemg treated, for mstance, no ~nstructlon 1s glven 
them as to how to avold pregnancy, although ~t 1s known that 
for a tubercular woman to become pregnant IS a grave danger 
There should be establlshed at once clln~cs to wh~ch these 
women can come to recelve proper lnstructlon at the hands 
of phys~c~ans In many cases, the treatment p e n  to women 
patlents m exlstlng ~nst~tutlons 1s rendered useless by preg 
nancy begmnmg after the treatment 1s under way Blrth Con 
trol clm~cs can abollsh t h ~ s  situat~on " 

Blrth control clm~cs m charge of physlc~ans are poss~ble 
under the rulmg of the h~ghest courts of the State m the 
Margaret Sanger case 

Dr Halton brought to the dlnner a bag of 500 one cent 
p~eces whlch had been collected by women who had vlslted 
her East Slde clmmc The contributors had ~nstructed Dr Hal 
ton to "gwe thelr love" to Kitty Marlon who had gone to la11 
for the cause of B~r th  Control The corns were a contrlbut~on 

toward the $500 fund for THE BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW, whlch 
orgmated when K~t ty  Manon refused to permlt her fine to 
be pald, telllng those who had volunteered to ralse the money 
that she preferred that ~t be devoted to the expense of publlsh 
mg h s  magazme 

I'ITY MARION TOLD br~efly of her jad experience and I' called for volunteers to assst her m sellmg TEE REVIEW 
on Broadway A number responded and have been co operat 
mg w~th  MISS Marlon m placlng the maganne before the 
theatre crowds Not content wlth havlng served 30 days m 
The Tombs In order to save $500 for THE REVIEW, MISS Marlon 
contr~buted $20, wh~ch she told those present that she had 
saved as room rent for the month of her lmprlsonment Flgures 
glven by MISS Marlon showed that she alone durmg the past 
twelve months has sold some 7,000 coples of THE REVIEW on 
Broadway Smce MISS Marion's release, the Broadway crcula 
tlon of THE REIIEW has doubled and trebled 

Scott Nearmg, Margaret Sanger and Helen Todd also spoke 
Mrs Eugene P Stone was chairwoman The dlnner was ar 
ranged by members of the New York Women's Publlsh~ng Co , 
Inc, wh~ch 1s the publ~sher of THE REVIEW About 100 per 
sons attended the h e r  

These voted unanimously for a resolut~on protesting to the 
postoffice department for the holdmg up of the November Issue 
of the magazine That Issue has smce been permtted to go 
through the malls 

' 3  A Parents' Problem or Woman s. 
A letter from "M B H n  m the last =sue of The 

Remew ra~sed the questxon Is Bwth Control a parents' 
problem or woman's? Ltly Wmer m the followmg 
d e l e  takes the pos~t~on that ~t IS a woman's problem. 
Mary Ware Dennett m a letter holds that at 1s the prob- 
lem of both parents Further d~seuss~on 1s ~nmted. In a 
later assue Margaret Sanger d gwe her vwws on the 
quest~on 

A Woman's Problem 
Br Lzly Wanner 

S BIRTH CONTROL the problem of the man or the problem 1 of, woman? 
Theoret~cally, ~t IS, of course, the problem of both Practl 

cally, ~t seems to me, a 1s the woman's problem Uncon 
sc~ously, perhaps, man has for centuries held h ~ s  power over 
h ~ s  mate through her own Ignorance and dependence upon 
hlm, and consciously, as evolut~on wrought ~ t s  mevltable awak 
enmg process, man has struggled to keep that power by nurs 
mg prejudice and superstltutlon m the land to prevent hls mate 
from sloughing off that lgnorance and dependence 

Vaguely he has felt the slackenrng of bonds he once held on 

her, but so gradual has been the process of shpplng them that 
he is, In the vast majority, unconscious of a defin~te revolution, 
and only feels that something 1s wrong, that women have 
changed, that new ways are upon h ~ m  and that they are e v ~ l  
ways, so that he antagonues every Idea that struggles wlth~n 
her for expression and fights every step she makes towards a 
greater freedom, even when that freedom means a l~ghten~ng 
of hls own burdens 

In thls purely sex struggle, he blmds hlmself to the greater 
lssLes The sudden translt~on from the home to the workshop 
that has marked the wonderful, almost terr~ble development 
of the mdustr~al age has forced women from the narrow con 
fines of her so called sphere, lnto the turmoll and pitlless 
treadm~ll of the labor machme Her man is no longer the 
sole arbltor of her exlstence The struggle for exlstence has 
become, m the mam, the drmng force back of her, m the case 
of the poor, and in the case of the so called le~sure class 
woman, the moral center of gravlty has shlfted from the home, 
has become diffused, largely through the mstrumentahty of 
the press "One drop of prlnters mnk makes countless mdl~ons 
thmk" The press shrmks the whole world Into a ne~ghbor 
hood The telegraph, another potent modern mstrument, con 

(Contmued on page 15) 
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"WHY?" 
By the Women Who Ask 

r IS NOT ALWAYS pleasant to publlsh the truth 
Often, ~t IS even more unpleasant to read ~t 

Some truths-the Ignored, submerged truths, the horrld 
truth$ that we shut away because we dare not face them-are 
almost too terrible to find thelr way mto prmt 

But It we are ever to move forward out of the VICIOUS and 
all but hopeless mesh of dark age laws and customs, we must 
face just such truths If we are ever to put a stop to the 
cruclfictlon of womanhood-a hfe long cruclfictlon that 1s the 
more terrlble because the vlctun dare not cry out-we must 
tell the truth bluntly, plalnly and wlthout mit~gatlon The best 
way, the most honest way to tell thls truth 1s to enable the 
women who are undergoing the horrors of mvoluntary mother 
hood to tell theu storm m cold type All other avenues save 
THE BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW are closed to them, but these 
columns are open and wdl remaln open whlle THE REVIEW 
eusta 

And what have you to say, you mascuhne lawmakers and 
you masculme mlnded members of the race who st111 make 
~t a crlme to tell a woman how to choose the number of chll 
dren she shall bear and the tune when she shall bear them? 

What answer have you to make to the suppressed cry of 
oppressed womanhood 

"Why? Why? Why?" 
When you have read the letters published here, what u your 

medaevtl supersuUon and morallty worth9 What 1s the worth 
of your laws? What IS your answer to the advocates of Blrth 
Control and to these women who plead for lt? 

Is there any answer-has clvlllzatlon, has the church, has 
the state, any answer to thls agonued moan of "Why? Why? 
Why3" 

"why? m y ?  m y " '  
"Dear Mrs Sanger 

"Why dud God put w poor women here to marry poor men 
and (hen suffer so many hardshzps and bnng poor l l ~ k  chd 
dren an the world to follow an our steps? If you can send me 
the mformatlon I need I wlll never be able to do enough for 
your cause, but the little I am sendmg n all I can do now I 
have been slck or I would have sent sooner I hope to get 
good news from you." 

~ n d  ~giun, wyr  
"My dear Mra  sang^ 

"I am poor and m trouble and would like to know ~f you 
could help me7 I suppose there are many others, but we 
women seem to sder  most. My home would be much happler 
~f my husband wouldn't drmk. 

"Once m a wbde he takes a notlon and stays out all nlght 
and don't show up untd late the next day A man llke that 
IS not worthy of a good home, wlfe and chlldren I have two 
chldren and fear I am m the condlt~on for another one. Dear 

Mrs Sanger let me know your opmlon, do you thlnk a woman 
should bear more than two chlldren wlth a man that 1s not 
worthy of them? If my husband was as he should be to a 
wlfe I wouldn't mmd lf I had SIX ch~ldren I love my chlldren 
dearly and ~t 1s the darlmgs that keep me wlth hlm. At tunes 
I think I'll go crazy I have to sew to meet my expenses 

"Now wdl you please tell me why ~t 1s some women that can 
have chddren haven't them? Whlle others who are broken 
down m health must have them one after the other? Another 
fr~end of m e  has five chlldren and also a husband like mne, 
that IS good for nothmg He only brmgs m $10 or $12 a week 
And she trles her best to keep her f m l y  from dqrace  Suf 
fers to keep up her home wlth a man that thlnks only of drink 

"Isn't there an Almzghty? I used to be very relzgwllr but 
when I see myself slowly gettang anto the some trouble as ;ha& 
of my frrend, I have dropped all fagh m God How can He 
look down upon ~w and see us suffer so? If there IS anythu~g 
you could do to help me Mrs Sanger I would be very grateful 
to you Glve me your good advlce and ~f there IS a llvmg God 
you shall be rewarded Hoplng you wlll have plty on us poor 
women, I remam, 

"Yours truly" 

W d d  Rather Ihe" 
"Dear Mrs Sanger 

"I have read m the paper about you and am very mterested 
m B h  Control I am a mother of four IIVIII~ chddren and 
one dead the oldest 10 and baby 22 months old I am very 
nervous and slckly after my children I would lzke you to ad 
vue me what to do to prevent from havzng any more as I would 
rather dre than I m e  another I am keepmg away from my hus  
band as much as I can, but ~t causes quarreb and almost 
separation All my bables have had marasmus m the lirst 
year of theu lzves and I almost lost my baby last summer I 
always worry about my children so much My husband works 
m a brass foundry ~t IS not a very good job and llvlng IS so 
hlgh that we have to llve as cheap as poss~ble I've only got 
2 rooms and kltchen and I do all my work and s e m g  whch 
IS very hard for me." 

Her Daughters Prefer Death 
"Dea.r Lady 

"I have born and r a d  6 chzldren and I know all the hard- 
shps of ramng a large famdy I am now 53 years old and 
past havwg chzldren but I have 3 daughters that have 2 chdren  
each and they say they wdl dze before they wdl have m y  more 
and every now and agazn they go to a doctor and get nd of 
one and someday I thank ~t wdl kzll them but they say they 
don't care for they wall be better dead than to lzve an hell w ~ h  
a bzg famaly and nothwg to raue them on. It IS for there sakes 
I wish you to gwe me that mformat~on" 
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On the Dump 

A DUMP TREES ABOVE Below the river-yellow and 
sluggsh The factory whistles blowing their noon hour 

release Every now and then the rush and roar of a train In 
the blanched wall of the tenement opposite fluttermg American 
flags These things presented themselves to Mrs Robmson's 
bram no one thing standing out sallent The dump, perhaps, 
would claim eminence ~f anything could It sparkled, the 
dump The sun light was caught and held by hundreds of 
assorted articles 

"Llke hamonds," Mrs Robinson thought at last Then she 
began to think of diamonds She had been glven a diamond 
once The diamond She remembered how she and "him" 
(he was always hzm then) had gone to select it The young 
man who had sold it to them had said somethmg about sclence 
The real diamonds were too expensive so they chose one pro 
duced by science Mrs Roblnson always remembered that 
Her diamond and sc~ence? It had seemed very important But 
that was so long ago The mportant feelmg had never re 
peated itself She remembered hu talk afterward He h d  
felt important too How long ago' 

There was a woman's corset A soiled white thmg flung 
prostrate across the dump heap There was the mould of her 
soft hlps There was gomethmg disgraceful about the thmg 
Tomato cans, tobacco cans, old pans, d u ~ y  ripped mattresses 
Farmliar thmgs, imperious thlngs m the routme of one's Iife, 
now dlstoaed h g s ,  somehow obscene Now there was a 
goat loolung up at her with ~ t s  msane white eyes And across 
the rlver there were the walls of tenement houses wlth then 
wavlng cotton flags 

OW IN THE CYCLE of thought she had reached the tern 
ble thou& again She spread her red hands mpotently 

on her knees and drew m a sharp breath She had thought it 
was gomg to be all right t h ~ s  tune She had no real reason 
for thls hope, but little inherited wlsdoms and supermtions 
of her own, had encouraged her to belleve that everythmg 
would be all rlght But today and yesterday! 

She feared and hated them at the hospital They repre 
sented to her all that was most awful m life She had gone 
lllstead to see Mrs Molarsky, the m d  wife She was mbmate, 
at least, almost a frlend Mrs Molarsky's llttle parlor had 
snuffed out her courage wth  its famlhar smell and significance 
The long hours of waitmgl And finally Mrs Molarsky herself 
with the wart on her face and her secret, her simster black bag 
Even Mrs Molarsky's cheerfulness had hurt. She had llstened 
to her sentence wlth a gasp Mrs Molarsky's fat heavy arm 
had half helped, half pushed her to the door 

"Don't you chry, don't you chry," she had commanded 
"It's nopotty to blame now, am't? It can't pe helped It's 

L~fe, dat's all, Lde " 
Mrs Molarsky was nght, of course It was Lde Everyone 

must have chlldren That ls what women are for No one 
can deny that But why so many? For ten years Mrs Robin 
son had not had one year free from child bearing When her 
last child was only three or four months old there was always 
another growmg within her body, the body that must care for 
the livmg child, the body that must clean and cook for those 
runnmg around, the body that must always be at the &sposal 
of her husband At the thought of him she grew sick w th  
loathmg 

Theu bed At other times, eatmg, gomg out together, 
they were strangers, almost enemies It was only here that 
they were intimate Here on this saggmg bed they llved theu 
common Iife, here they dmussed theu business affairs, here 
they had theu quarrels, here their plans, here she fought the 
never failmg, pitlless appetite which sent him whinmg to her 
llke one of her own hungry chlldren, and which left her alone 
to endure the consequences And how helpless she was' There 
was no one m the whole world to help her Other women? 
They understood somehow, but them philosophy was llke Mrs 
Mo1arsky's"lt is Lde " 

HIS WAS AUGUST She contmued on her fingers 
January then John was born m January too That was 

durmg strlke tlme Jun had been laid off two months They 
were put out, all of them, Into the street A newspaper charity 
had helped them She sde red  agam the hunuliat1on of that 
Theu names m the papers--Jm Robmson's family' And how 
everyone had talked and made fun 

John was exactly eleven months older than his brother She 
had been very 111 before the brother was born, but durmg that 
t m e  John had gathered bemg and was finally given life She 
had very little actual memory of pain She remembered acutely 
her mental attltude She remembered how she had scratched 
the nurse's hands and begged to be allowed to &e Why hadn't 
they let her h e ?  She had faced death ten times After her 
last shrill shriek had torn the air a great calm always came, 
a buzzmg, warm, damp calm of ether and release from torture 
Always m that moment, before the child made ~ t s  first sound, 
she had prayed for death Death' That was lt then? That 
was the prue of life It could not go on forever Someday, 
some great day of calm, thls body, this tired body would no 
longer be wracked and torn and mercilessly used Peace would 
come 

HE FACTORY WHISTLE blew agam Jim's dmner' She 
had stayed away durmg Jim9s dinner Here at her slde 

was the loaf of bread she had bought to take home Fifteen 
cents too They dared charge fifteen cents for a loaf of bread 
What d ~t was war tlme? Don't the poor have to live? And 
ten children to feed' There was coffee on the back of the stove 
Mary would see that he got that Mary ought to be able to do 
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somethmg now She was ten But she was gettmg wld She 
played on the street too much 

She couldn't go home now Her back ached-from the rest, 
she supposed, lust as m the mommg ~t ached before she got 
up to work Let h m  go wrthout h ~ s  h e r  for once A 
warmth of hateful joy came to her She srmled wryly Let 
h m  do wthout ~t for once Was she to bear everything? 
Everythmg' 

What was this strange excitement? She could feel that some 
strap m her rmnd had loosened The trees, the trams, the wall 
opposite, the dump began to reel m her mmd-and the wavmg 
Amer~can flags It was half past twelve and she was away from 
home It was unbelievable She looked across the rlver to a 
house whlch stood apart on a narrow street Across ~ t s  whole 
exposed slde, from roof to yard, there was a pamted sign "Let 
the Gold Dust Twlns Do Your Work" In the nudst of thls 
uony her three rooms opened them four obong eyes to the 
llght of day A room to cook and eat m, and two sleepmg 
rooms Here Jlm would be slttmg readmg hls newspaper, 
t b k m g  that the end of the world had come He would have 
to eve up waltmg finally and go back to work He would 
surely h d  the coffee though The baby rmght cry Thm 
mommg m a fit of anger, caused by strau~ed nerves and weak 
neas and nausea, she had struck h m  when he c r e d  When 
she left, he was lymg on the floor by the stove wrth a bleedmg 
cut on hls forehead She mght have struck h m  harder than 
she knew She was ashamed now He felt slck, no wonder 
he was peevish She rose She must go home 

ER FOOT SLIPPED and she fell forward, s h h g  She 
caught at so&g It was the corset She la t go and 

clutched franbcally on each slde, tomato cans, tobacco cans, 
chau backs In the soft mass of ashes, everything gave and 
she felt slldmg downward All at once she felt her arms wet, 
wet wth muddy rlver water W~th all her strength she caught 
the locust stump whlch p w  there, and saved herself from fall 
mg m Pantmg and half dazed she clutched them, baclung 
upward to safety Then gradually her fear left her 

She began to llsten to the song the water made, sort of a 
qulet w h l e  she thought, ldte that of a small boy busy at 
somethmg The water looked not so muddy now It wasn't 
very cold, she knew that, because her arm had been m 
~t. She looked up Way above, the trams rushed, and 
there were the trees Way above on the other a~de was the 
wall of tenement houses The wavmg flags seemed far auay 
The wall wth the s~p-"Let The Gold Dust Twm Do Your 
Work"--&at seemed very far away The wlustllng of the 
water seemed to be grovnng louder-whlmg to her 

Another strap loosened Nausea and torture and work, 
nausea and torture and work, forever and ever There was 
no one to help And h m  always there wth lus h e r s  and 
h s  w h m g  And the chlldren Hnth them crylng and theu 
s~clmeas And another Never to be bred To 
lose ha body, thrs used up, achmg body To drop t qcuetly 
mto the rlver, to Boat and Boat and float endlessly on the 
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water, rlsmg and fallmg ldte a chlld on IU mother's breast 
Peace Peace and Death' 

She gave a long shriek as she ralsed her arms to plunge m 
Down and down mto the deep rlver water Llke ether, closmg 
out all pam' Back came the memory of the dump and the 
&amonds. The dlamond was on her hand now Up agam, 
she strugged franttcally and yelled for help Was ha ~t then? 
No, not llke ha' She was cholung She wanted an Help' 
There was no one to help What was that word? Sc~ence 
Sclence Funny word Meant somethmg And then down 
agam Peace. Peace and Death Thank God' 

HE WAS PRETTY and looked very charrmng m her spot 
less wh~te d r a  She stood blonde and tall and defiant 

before the Judge, and her dark blue eyes sparkled Hnth spult 
Everyone m the court room was mterested m her She was 
a lady 

"I smply &d my duty," she told the judge m her clear 6rm 
volce, now ralsed a lmle too hlgh "I am a woman first of all 
I want to help women " 

"You broke the law " 
"No woman shoud be allowed to bear a chla  every year 

You even gve men a rest from war " 
'Women are made to bear chldren-lt IE Ilte " 
"YOU broke the law-you must be p d e d . "  
"I smply dld my duty I am proud of ~t I am glad to 

be pumshed. When woman comes to the reseue of women 
then let the law look out for ~tself " 

Proud and defiant and a llttle nervous they earrxed her off 
She spent the nlght m la11 where she learned much about 
womm that shocked and s~ckened her and loaded her earnest 
young soul wth &trust and fear The next mornmg her 
famdy came for her m theu automobde, and camed her home 
llke an errmg and chastened chlld. 

T LATER, AT HOME, she began to comder How 
Y"glonous 1 To tlunk that she had stood on the stree~ corner 
handmg pamphlets to women, pamphlets wntammg lnforma 
t ~ o n  whch was ~t theu nght to have, whch would better theu 
llves and free them from slavery She had never been struck 
for a moment, carned away m the work, by the mcongulty of 
the dung, of the carefully ramd, w p a l ,  young college 
woman d~~lnbutmg such literature to women of the slums 
She had felt a dm11 as the two Merent hands touched the same. 
paper, the whlte and the red hand, the one g w g ,  the other 
+y gettmg It was ha thnll whch had gven her courage 
to face the judge and the whole court room and later the group 
m the pmon mess room. And now her fam~ly? No, they 
could not ndlcule her It was be' She know now Oh, for 
strength to go on b e h m g '  

"Help' Is there no one m the world to help me?" The 
young woman m whte h e n  ramd her head above her wllege 
theonea-aud listened. All about her, muffent above the 
cq 's  sounds, she could hear Mrs Robmson's lonely cry, echoed 
by countleas smothered cnea 

"Help' Help' Is there no one to nelp me?" 
The young woman Bung up her head and answered, "I am 

here. Sisters, I am here to help " 



Debs and the Woman's Movement 
By Leomne Napwe 

SENTENCING OF Eugene V Debs to ten years at 
hard labor under the "Esp~onage Act" may well come as T" 

a personal sorrow to every woman who has gven herself to the 
battle for the emanclpatlon of her sek The fearless stand 
whch Debs took m court should be to every such woman a 
cause for congratulanon For, while the questlon of fenunme 
freedom was not emphatically lnvolved m the trlal of this 
champlon of human l~berty, hls clear understanding and keen 
sympathy wrth woman m her efforts to break her chams have 
gven h ~ s  whole career a h g h  apficance m relahon to the 
woman's movement 

From the begmkg, Debs has been a volce crymg m the 
wdderness of masculme error and oppression, for the hbera 
hon of womanlund He has shouted hls warnmgs m the 
press and thundered them from the platform. From the 
tune when, as a young man, he heard and became the devoted 
frlend of Susan B Anthony, untll the day he faced a jury 
whch had conncted h m  of “espionage" for dectarmg the 
fiuth that ls m lum, Debs had one message and one only for 
men who stand m the way of the freedom of theu mves 
and sisters and daughters. 

Realmhon of the necewty of dehvenng that message may 
have been burned mto hun when he stood as the associate and 
defender of MISS Anthony, bravmg wlth her the universal 
SeOlTlS and Jeers whch f l d  those who ~sseaed woman's 
nght to battle for equallty Certam ~t IS that nelther h s  mes- 
sage nor hls amhlde toward the woman's movement has 
changed HIE champlonshlp of laws for the protection of 
women workers and  IS advocacy of Bnth Control are of a 
plece w d ~   IS lmpassloned plea$ m behalf of the early suf 
frage movement. 

ND ALWAYS, THROUGH  IS years of organmug and A oratory, he r-ad h u  plea to men to nnderstand 
woman's portlon m the struggle for a better world In a 
speech many years ago, he phrased hls message thus "Man 
has not reached lus best He w l l  never reach hls best until 
he walks the upward way s ~ d e  by slde mth woman. Plato 
was nght m lus fancy that man and woman are merely halves 
of hnmanlty, each reqturvlg the qualities of the other In order 
to attam the west character Shakespeare understood ~t 
when he made hLS noblest women strong as men and hls best 
men as tender as womea 

"Under our brutal forms of existence, beatmg womanhood 
to dust, we have raged m passlon for the mdlndual woman for 
use only Some day we shall develop the soclal pawon for 
womanhood, for then the gross wl l  dmappear m semce and 
~ns t~ee  and compamondup " 

Posses~mg m b l f  that mde sympathy, that tenderness 
m personal r e h o n s  and dauntlessness m combat, whlch, as 
he aptly notes, were the qualltw ass~gned to the most herolc 
men by Plato and by Shakespeare, Debs of course understands 
that woman wdl never enter mto her freedom untd she as&s 

and wlns ~t for herself He has no delus~ons as to the mercy 
of masculme domatson 

In an artlcle published under the tltle "The Plckets at the 
Gate" m t h ~ s  Issue of THE BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW, he ex 
clalms, “Precious llttle will women owe to them male 'pro 
tectors' when emanmpatlon dawns upon the wdrld The 
'Fathers' d ~ d  nothlng for the 'Mothers of the Revolution' but 
to ordam theu polltlcal servitude, and every nght that women 
have secured from that day to t h ~ s  they have had to fight for 
and wrest from a reluctant power based upon the self assumed 
rlght of man alone to govern the world" 

EBS IS THAT rare creature, a man b ~ g  enough and brave .D enough to live nslon He has no fear of bemg called 
a sentunentallst When hls deep, sympathetic nnderstandmg 
of woman flowers lnto poetlc language, that language goes 
down on paper a vltal confession of farth, as smcere and un- 
stramed as hls denunc~abon of wrong and b ~ s  pledge of con- 
cratlon of the soc~al revolutxon Man must save hunself by 
ceasmg to oppress woman, Debs believes, woman must free 
herself from masculme donunatlon m order to brmg the race 
to its flower "I have a vmon of woman that IS loftm, nobler 
and dwmer than the mothers and wves, the sisters and daugh- 
ters have been m the dark days of the past and are stdl m 
the dawnmg days of the present," he wrltes "In the full- 
orbed day of the world to come woman shall be free, and h+ 
cause she IS free, the world shall be free 

"In that hour woman shall have opportumty, and because 
her day has come at last, everythmg that llves shall rlse and 
unfold and share m the common blessmg that shall come to 
the race Love shall relgn mstead of hate, beauty shall take 
the place of dtforrmty, peace of war, plenty of poverty, and 
all the world, under her sweet, unfettered nunlstry, shall be 
a home, safe and m t l y  and satisfying " 

Thls IS the faith and the vlslon of Debs Thls made hun 
m lus pnvate llfe more than son and lover husband, ~t made 
h m  a comrade Thls stured h ~ s  pen and h ~ s  volce to the 
demand that men for thew own sakes e v e  and ask comrade- 
s h ~ p  of women It 1s h, too, wh~ch m great measure & 
tmgulshes hls career from those of other men who have fought 
magnificently for human nghts but who have falled to under 
stand woman's mentable and mbpensable part m that world 
embracmg battle 

LMOST ON THE EVE of hls sentence to the penltentmry, A Debs uttered once more a htter 4 agalnst the age-old 
mjust~ce to women "When I dunk," he sad, "what the world 
would be wrthout the mspumg influence of women, I am 
ashamed of what the world has done to her She has done 
everytlung for the world, and man has done everythmg en1 
to her He has filled her dellcate bands wrth burdens she 
could not bear, and liud upon her shoulders welghts that 
crushed her to the earth, and though she has stumbled on un 
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complammgly, klssmg the hand that smote her, he has taunted 
her as inferlor and ruled her as if she were a slave " 

The remedy? Debs has never been m doubt as to the 
remedy It IS not the forbearance of man-that IS to be for 
hls own sake For woman's-the revolt of women. 

The Pickets at the Gate 
By Eugene V Debs 

(Wrmen last wmter and contributed espec~ally to 
THE BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW) 

T HE WOMEN WHO STAND In sdence at the Whte House 
gate m Washington wrth whlte banners m theu hands 

have Invested the word pwket with a meanlng that makes ~t 
hlstorlc in the struggle of women for emanclpatlon 

These p~ckets are the bravest and noblest of women, and 
they are the real leaders of the suffrage movement m the 
Un~ted States 

They have been taunted by thugs m male attue, jeered at by 
blackguards, manhandled by ruffians, assaulted and trampled 
upon by brutes, fired upon by assassins, and jaded and fed 
upon refuse by officclal nnderlmgs, but they have not wavered, 
they have not flmched, they have not been deflected the breadth 
of a haw from theu patrlohc purpose to wlpe from them sex 
the vulgar brand of mferlor~ty and from thelr country the 
msnfferable stlgma of woman's servltude 

The hero~c pickets may be ~n jad but theu lnvlnc~ble banners 
are at the gate' 

The Presldent IS eternally confronted wrth h~mself m these 
spectral banners, and he cannot escape theu dishonormg Im 
peachment He may allow the p~ckets to perlsh m prlson but 
the wh~te banners wdl remam to greet h ~ m  at the gate and make 
them mute appeal to the st111 small volce d m  hlm 

The Pres~dent, were he the greatest monarch that ever strode 
the earth, could not resist the conqnermg wh~te banners m the 
hands of the d e n t  hero~nes at the gate of hls manslon 

These banners he has beheld wrth startled vlslon m hzs 
troubled dreams These banners are the thorns m h ~ s  restless 
plllow These banners gve  hlm more ~mmedlate concern than 
the war These banners moved h ~ s  admmstratlon to sanctlon 
suffrage ~n the New York campalgn 

The spectacle of these h ~ g h  souled Amer~can women at the 
Pres~dent's gate, w~ th  then silent appeal for sunple justtce, 
touched the hearts of men and made strong appeal to the 
conscience of the natlon 

The spectacle of these same splenhd women, v o ~ d  of offense, 
save "obstrnctmg traffic," 1x1 filthy felons' cells, starved, 
msulted, outraged, threatened to scandalue the natlon 

The President and h ~ s  cabmet capitulated Tammany Hall 
fell ~ n t o  h e  and Boss Murphy unct~ously announced "We 
wdl e v e  the l adm anythmg they want " 

HE PICKETS CONQUERED the Presldent and the poll 
t~clans by theu loyal leadership and m~lltant mahods 

Thls accounts for the vlctory m New York It 1s the v~ctory of 
the plckets, then courage and constancy, theu unrelaxmg 
devotlon to thew convlctlons and Ideals that won the day, and 

tLey owe absolutely nothmg to the President and the p o l ~ t ~ c ~ a n s  
When the Presldent at the assemblmg of congress recom 

mends the passage of the Susan B Anthony amendment, as he 
will, and ~t passes that body by an overwhelmmg majority, as 
~t must, ~t wdl be another vlctory for the P~ckets at the Gate 

Smce the war only the cave man stdl holds out, only he 1s 
left to yawp hls maudlm lay about 'chivalry" whlle denymg to 
women the standmg of a human bemg 

Prec~ous l~t t le  wdl women owe to them male "protectors" 
when theu emanclpatlon dawns upon the world The "Fathers" 
&d nothmg for the "Mothers" of the Revolution but to ordam 
thew pol~t~ca l  servltude, and every right that women have 
secured from that day to t h ~ s  they have had to fight for and 
wrest from a reluctant power based upon the self assumed 
rlght of man alone to govern the world 

The war has proved that women can do anythmg that men 
can do 

How any male, even a snrv~val of the stone age, can any 
longer deny equal suffrage IS one of the mysteries that only an 
mscrutable prov~dence can explam, that there are st111 women 
who protest against theu own hberatlon 1s enough to make a 
graven lmage shed tears 

But the day of vlctory, sweepmg and complete, 1s now 
dawnmg 

The P~ckets at the Gate have written the most thrlllmg and 
dramatlc chapter m the hlstor~c struggle 

Them IS the glory of hav~ng led the charge that conquered, 
of havmg had the spmt of martyrdom whlch tr~umphs m every 
great cause and IS finally crowned wlth lmmortallty 

Woman 
By Eugene V Debs 

W HILE I SCORN the chwalry that klsses the hand of 
woman, and then denm that hand the rems wlth 

wh~ch she mlght gulde the rollmg world along safe roads, 
wh~le I would not bow to her as bemg more than man, yet 
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would I gve  her every rlght I c lam for myself St~ll ,  I cannot sacred, more dlvme than womanhood charged w~ th  the future 
think of woman w~thout a feelmg of reverence that amounts destmy of the race, wh~ch means the weal or woe of all the 
to worship, and that whlch I worsh~p ~n her I would breathe 
also worship m man ~f he had not ban~shed ~t from h ~ s  hfe No true man can t h d  of h ~ s  mother other than as perfect 

Great IS the hand of man He smltes the mountam ranges No husband who IS stdl a lover-as every husband ought to 
and they smoothe out mto plams, he strokes the ocean and it be--can belleve that hls w~fe  IS less beaut~ful or feel that she 
carrles h ~ s  craft to safety, he shakes his fist at the n~ght  and IS less dear than when she was m the bloom of beauty and first 
new creatures of steel come forth at  IS command to do h ~ s  won h ~ s  heart 
b~ddmg But lf the I have a vlslon of 
hand of man IS strong woman that 1s lofGer, 
to do, the hand of wo nobler and d ~ v ~ n e r  than 
man IS greater because 
~t IS softened and skdl 

than the mothers and 

ed to comfort and heal 
wives, the slsters and 
daughters have been m If the hand of man IS 

magcal with accomp the dark days of the 

hshment, the small, past and are still ~n 

wh~te hand of woman the dawnlng days of 

has even greater maglc the present In the 

m that ~t soothes and full orbed day of the 
blesses ever W ~ t h  the world to come woman 
touch of her finger she shall be free, and be 
changes the hard slck cause she IS free the 
bed mto down and world shall be free 
dreams Wlth a stroke In that hour woman 
of her palm she ban~sh shall have opportun~ty, 
es the tears of chdd and because her day 
hood and gves srmles has come at last every 
for sobs thing that llves shall 

If man the tltan rlse and unfold and 
makes the world blg, share in the common 
woman the enchantress blessmg that shall 
makes ~t heaut~ful If come to the race Love 
man Jinds the food, ~t shall relgn instead of 
IS woman that brmgs hate, beauty shall take 
the babe through paths 

place of deformty, 
she sets w ~ t h  roses, and 
it 1s she who makes peace of war, plenty of 

slunmg and sweet the poverty, and all the 

gateway when the soul world, under her sweet, 

fares forth alone to the unfettered mlnlstry, 
unknown land shall be a home, safe 
Man may make the and samtly and satls 

n-on, but woman fymg -The Meltzng 
does more, she makes Debs m Achon Pot 
the home. 

N I THINK what the world would be wthont the m- 
K u m g  d u m c e  of woman, I am ashamed of what the 
world has done w t h  her She has done everythmg for the 
world, and man has done everythmg en1 to her He has filled 
her dehcate hands Hnth burdens she could not bear, and l a d  
upon her shoulders weights that crushed her to the earth, and 
though she stumbled on uncomplalrungly, lussmg the hand 
that smote her, he has taunted her as mferror and ruled her as 
If she were a slave. 

Shll IS woman the guardian of the sacred fire Should she 
f a l ,  earth would return to the stone age, and man become agam 

LARGE FAMILIES AND THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
Recrultlng Sergeant to c a d d a t e  for enlistment-“Marned 

or Smgle? 
Can&dat+"Marrred, S u  " 
"How many children?" 
''Twelve " 
'Ere, you 'op ~t We could get a field marshal for what 

you'd cost us 
Apparently the separahon allowances have taught the gov 

enunent the value of the small f m l y  system " 
Malthusurn-London 
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Candidates Change Their Tune When Women Vote 
H ERE ARE THE QUESTIONS sent by the New York Com- 

nuttee of the Nat~onal Buth Control League to all can- 
&dates for the Lqplature and Congress 
"Dear S u  - 

"On behalf of the New York State Connuttee of thls League, 
I am h g  your oplolon on the measure we propose for re- 
momg buth control from the category of crune, as ~t now 
stands m the penal code. 
"If yon have not yet comldered the quesuon, wl l  you  lease 

read the enclosed literature, and answer the follovnng q u e  
horn 7 

1 Smce the experience of fore~gn countnes, proves that 
buth control dormahon results m a healthier, happler ~opu la  
hon, whmh mcreases normally w~thout waste of hfe and 
stren&, 

Do you not belzeve an u as a race betterment measure? 
2. Smce the war makes all lunds of conse~ahon Impera 

hve, and ~t 1s obnous that the famly whlch IS the best nat~onal 
assest now 1s not the one m wh~ch an annual baby = born to 
deplete the mother's health, the father's earnings and the other 
chldren's food and care, but rather the farmly where the 
babies are mtelhgently "spaced" like the vegetables m the 
war gardens, 

Do you not belaeve that the law should at once make con 
traceptave anformatwn kgal, as a war tame necessuy? 

3 As many people confuse blrth control by the avoidance 
of concephon, mth aborbon and all manner of ~mmoral~tIes. 

Do you not belme that the subject should be removed, once 
for all, from us domogrng and mrtleodang conkzt an the law? 

4 In view of the fact that there are few m&nduals who 
are personally opposed to blrth control, and that the law xi 
constantly broken by hundreds of thousands of the well to-do. 
wbde the poor who most need the dormahon are largely 
~gnorant, 

Do you not belaeve an makang the statute consutent wuh the 
achrol practzce of pravakged soczety a d  wuh the crrurg need 
of the poor? 

5 Because certam relipow duences, notably the Catholic 
aurch,  are opposed to the prmc~ple of blrth control, and it a 
equally true that no one would be obhged to adopt contracep 
hve methods of buth control who &d not approve theh, 

Do you not belaeve that the relapus scruples of the few 
should not s # a d  m the way of free chorce for those who do, 
b e h e  ua buth control? 
6 As the Unlted States IS the only large country wth a 

democrat~c form of government, whlch penallees thls donna-  
tlon, 

Do you not belaeve that we should follow the lead of the 
more progresswe countnes by removuag the restnctwe laws on 
thu subpxt 3 

We shall greatly apprecmte your pledge of co operahon 
to secure thu desued legslahon, d you are elected to Congress 
It ur obvlow that nothmg would more effec~vely commend 

your canddacy to the attention of the women of the state, than 
a statement that you d l  stand for the repeal of the reshlchve 
laws on thm subj-" 

HE ANSWERS ARE a revelation of the marked change of 
attitude m the two years smce our bdl was &.dud for 

the first and only hme m the New York legdature. Then you 
could count on the fingers of one hand all the leg~slators who 
favored the bdl 

But now m e s  have changed The taboo apmt buth con- 
trol = weanng h e r  and b e r  And women have the 
vote. The result ~s that not one single advem answer to our 
queshons was received. Elghty per cent of our answers were 
unqual~fiedly ln favor of the bill Eleven per cent. asked for 
more hght on the subect. Only three canmdates side stepped 
the quest~on altogether 
Most of the favorable answers were from Socialurt can& 

dates, as mght be expected, as pract~cally all Soc~allsts have 
long been sound on the quaition, but the quamy of the letters 
we recaved from Republicans and Democrats ~s a most en 
eouragmg mdxahon of a new clean mmded attltude whch wl l  
eve our b ~ l l  &pl ied  cons~deration The follolvlng letter 
ls characterlstlc of t h e  hopeful answers, 

"In the abstract, I do not see that any harm can result 
from the g m g  out of dormahon regardmg bmh con- 
trol, pronded it = gven to mature people who are mar- 
ned and who request the mformahon. I am not opposed 
to blrth control, but I must be shown that nature has 
made some sort of a blunder whch manlund has dm- 
c o v d  and can surely remedy If I am elected a mem 
ber of the Assembly, I wdl favor any leg~slatlon wluch 
has for its object the betterment of oon&hons cincern 
mg the matter of buth control, promded I am conmced 
that thLs leg~slab~n wdl result m a healher and happier 
populahon ' 

F T H  HAS BECOME A publlc rasponslbdlty as never 
before. It IS becommg obnous that an mtelhgmtly con- 

trolled buth rate = the barns of health. 
The typical Repubhcan ~s apt to see 4 because he percmes 

that asylums, hospmls and lads d l  be less needed, and them 
fore laps erpenslve, d fewer unfit, han&caPped babies are 
born. 

The typical h o e r a t  sees it because he realma that the 
country under the stram of war and reconstmchon shodd not 
have the ad&honal drag of loolung after f d e s  w W  have 
grown so fast that they cannot adequately look after themselves. 

And all the Socmhs see ~t because they stand for freedom 
of access to all knowledge, freedom for all women to decide as 
to the frequency of motherhood, the nght of all chldrm to 
be well born. 

Thu page u contributed by 
THE NATIONAL BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
200 Fafth Avenue New York Caty 
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The Malthusian Doctrine Today 
By C V Drysdale, D Sc 

(Contwuled from November assue ) 

"I N THIS SUPPOSITION no llrmts whatever are  laced to 
the produce of the earth It may mcrease forever, and 

may be greater than any assignable quantlty , yet st111 the powm 
of populahon bemg m every p l o d  so much superlor, the m 
crease of the human specles can only be kept down to the 
level of the means of subsistence by the strong law of n e w  
slty, actmg as a check upon the greater power " 

Stabc and Km-c Over populatlon -In order to b m g  the 
Mwence hetween the popular Idea of over populabon and 
the true Malthus~an doctrme mto prormnence, I have heen 
accustomed for sometme past to speak of them by the two 
terms, statlc and lunehc over populahon 

Stabc (stabonary) over populabon IS the or- Idea of 
over populabon, L e ,  that there are too many people m a 
country for it to be. able to support If all ~ t s  reaouroes were 
fully and most advantageously employed. Nerther Malthus 
nor any modem Malthusian has contended for a moment that 
any country ~s over populated m b sense, and the only 
wuntrles that are even near ~t are Chma, Indm and perhaps 
France. 

Km-c (movmg) over populabon emts wherever the nnm 
ber of chddren born mto a fanuly, commumty, or State ts m 
excess of the mcrease m the food supply cormng to that fam 
ily, commumty, or State m the same tune 'lh ~s the true 
Malthus~an meanmg of over populabon, and m thu sense 
every Important country m the world, except New Zealand 
and Austraha, B, and pracbcally always has been, over 
populated. 

Illustrabons of Stahc and IGn-c Over-populahon-As 
the thorough u n d ~ d m g  of the meanmg of over-popula 
hon ts by far the most Important tlung m the whole range of 
soc~ology, a few analogwa may be even to smpllfy ~t 

ET US TAKE &st the case of a reservou mto whch a L stream of water ts contmually pourmg If the reservou 
were large and of 6 x 4  mze, ~t would hold all the water, wth- 
out any loss, untll ~t became filled, after whxch no further m 
crease ts possible. Ths B s~rmlar to the case of stabc over 
populabon, m whch the world ~s supposed capable of holdmg 
a certam populatlon, and no loss ts caused unbl the llrmt ts 
reached. 

But now suppose the stream 1s there wthout a reservou 
We can dam ~t and budd up the dam hgher and h&er to form 
a r-om of mcreasmg slze as the water flows m If we can 
build up the walls of the reservoir faster than the water flows 
m, well and good, and none wl l  be wasted But the quest1011 
of p r e m g  the water IS no longer a queshon of the find slze 
of the r-on, it 1s that of a race between the budders and 
the stream If the budders cannot r am the he& of the dam 
as fast as the water rws, ~t wdl escape and be wasted, no 
matter how large they can make the reservoir finally 
ThLs 1.9 the true analogy to th epopulabon &$culty Instead 

of the earth kg ready from the start to support ~ t s  final 

population, ~t has had to be labor~ously cleared and prepared 
by people who had to learn by gradual experience, as they 
went, how to produce crops, whlle the stream of bables has 
ever been flowmg It has always been a race betweem the 
stream of children and the efforts of those who have trled to 
develop the latent posslbll~t~es of the earth to support them 
and the &&en have always won as regards numbers, and been 
wasted llke the water And what makes the populatlon difficulty 
greater than that of stemrmng the stream ~s that we have not 
to deal wth a steady flow, llke a rrver, but wlth a compound 
mterest flow, smce every mdmdual saved helps to swell the 
flow by renewmg reproductlon It 1s llke the magx yellow 
water m the "Arablan Nlghts," whlch mcreases from ~tself, and 
ovdows any vessel mto whch ~t la put 

(To be conhnued) 

A PARENTS' PROBLEM OR WOMAN'S? 
(Conlmmd from page 5) 

tracts the continents mto a whlspermg gallery, and the maga 
zmes supply every mmd mth prehgested mental food 
T H E  WIFE OF the worlungman, strugglmg to make lus 

wage cover the multmdmous needs of them Ilfe, craves 
the knowledge of blah control to free her from the slavery 
of meessant chlld beanng, but her husband ~s mMerent, or 
preju&ced agamst such "new fangled nobons " The mddle 
class woman, strugglmg also to make her hasband's wage cover 
not only nmessltm, but those lrttle luxurles and refinements 
her opemg rmnd craves, strugglmg to broaden her Me, to 
feed that growmg hunger m her soul for hlgher asplrabons 
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and alder  b a n  servlce, searches for the knowledge that wlll 

eve ber m B  personal freedom, the knowledge of controllmg 

chtld hrth,  agamst the will of her husband, who feels, either 

uncnpclously or consciously, this lessenmg of the sex depen- 

d e e  lhat has made her subject to him, and fights her en- 

U$htenment to the bitter end 

Of course, there are exceptions There are men, in the work 

mg class and in the professional classes, who long for the 

greater freedom msured by a moderate s m d  famxly, who 

realm that t h ~ s  knowledge is necessary and inevitable But 

t h ~ s  type of man 1s excephonal Usually he elther opposes 

birth control consciously, or else he 1s mdflerent In the 

meantime, it IS the woman wl 0 faces and demands a soluhon 

to the problem Bearing children has been her Great Problem. 

She wlll make 1t her Great Prlvllege-her Great Prerogative 

The Problem of Both 
New York Clty, November 15, 1918 

Men's co operahon both m the blrth control movement and 
m the actual use of contraception, 1s surely more m line with 
modern ldeallsm than to make the queshon exclusively a 
women's atraw It  takes a man and a woman to produce a 
chlld Both are jomtly and should be equally responsible 
for lt's birth and rearing Parenthood lmplles partnership 
The more complete the ~artnership the hlgher the type of 
c~viluat~or; 

True fermnism is not isolated development for women, but 
the fullest development for women as human belngs This de 
velopment IS mcomplete If it does not mclude relatlonshlp 
with men as mates on a basis of equality and cooperation 

Because all men and women have not yet reached that basis 
1s no reason for not worlung towar 1 ~t fast and hard Nothing 

is gamed by emphasumg sex exclusion or antagonism 
-MARY WARE DENNETT 

Birth Control 
IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Federat~on of Neo-Malthoslan Leagues 
Dr U c e  Drysdale Vlckery, President 

CON~TITVENT BOD= 
ENCUND (1877) -The Malthusran League. Secretary, Dr 

Bmle Dunlop, 48 Broadway, Weatmuuter, London, S.W 
Pa~odrd.  The Malthlum 

HouANn (1885) -De Nleuw-Malthus~aansche Bond Sec- 
retary, Dr J Rutgers, 9 Verhulststraat, Den Haag 
Periodical, Het Gellukk%g Huugenn 

Gmxnm (1889) -Soma1 Harmonisehe Verun Secretary. 
Herr M Hausmerster, Stuttgart Penodlcal, Du Sonde 
Harmonu 

FMNCE (1895) 4 Hardy, 29 Rue PuCrCcanrt, Parlr 
Perlodlcal, GknPrat:on Conrcwnte 

SPAIN (1904) -Lxa Espanola de Regenerac~on humsna. 
Secretary, Senor LUIS Bum, Calk Provenra 177, Pral 
la, Barcelona Penodlcal, Salu y Fuerro 

BELGIUM (1906) -Llgue Neo-Malthuslennc Secretary, Dr 
Fernand Mascaux, Eehevmn, Courcelles 

SWITWLAND ( l m )  --Gronpc Malthusan Secretary. Va t  
enhn Grandlean, 106 Rue d a  Eaux-Vlvcs. Geneva. 
Per~odlcal, Lo Vie Intsmr 

BOHEMIA-AUSPPIA (1901) -Secretary, Michael Kacha, 1164 
Zuhov. Praeue Zadrvhv 

P o n r v c ~ ~ ~ ~  Slva, ~ u n l o r , - ~  & Memorla. 46 r/e, Lubon 
Perrodlcal, Par e Lcberdnde 

B m n .  (1905) --Seeelon brasiluu de propaganda Sectc- 
tarla, Manuel Moscosa, Rua d'Bento Plrw 29, San 
Pablo, Antonlo Domlnlguu, Rua Vuunde de Monn- 
Puaoez 25. Rlo de lanelro 

PresldenL Mr Hmke Beraerrren. Vanaduvanen IS. Stack- - -  . - .  
holm Va. 

ITALY (1913) -Legs Neomalthusum Itrluap. Samtary, 
Dr Lul@ Bcrta, Vla Lamarmor. 22, Tunn Pcnodrcal 
L'Edmcamolrr Sesmk  

ANCA.-L~gue Neo-Malthuaicnne, Muon dn People, 10 
Ramp Magmt., Algcr 

IN THE UNITED STATES. 
ANN A m ,  MZH -Mra L A BhOzb, l318 Foreat Court 
Brncoll. ME-Dr P E. Luc+ 40 Gnhal Street. 

Organizations 
BOSTON, Mhss-The Bwth Control Le-e of Massachusetlr 

P 0 Box 1358 Mrs Oakcs Ames, presldent 
CAM- N J-Dr L A Young, 522 Spruce S t  
CHICAW, 1u-The C%t~~en.f Commsttre on Famdy Llmsta- 

twn Secretarv. Mrs B E Paer 521 Lanswood Ave, . , - .  - 
Glencoe, IU 

Coru~sus Oaio-The Bwth Control League of Columbus 
Arthur Glnck, 2054 Tuller Street, president. 

Demom, hircxi.-Mrs. Jessle A. Rene, 919 Brooklyn Ave~ua 
Em- Crrr, N C-Mr and Mrs rN 0 Saunders 
tl\parssuac P~.-George A Hunng, 2436 Reel Street 
Los AN-, CAI.-Dr T Perclval Gerson 
MINNEA~OUS, MINN-The Mtnnrapoh Bwth Control 

League Mrs Helen C Thomsen, 1208 Vincent Avenue. 
N, secretary 

NEW OFXXANS, LA-H G Shockky, 428 Delaronde Street 
NEW YOPE 

The Commttrr of One Thousand Dr Ira S Wlle. 230 
West 97th ~tieet,  chauman 

The NahonaI Bwth Control League 200 Flfth Avenue 
Mrs. Maxwell Hyde. 

The Woman's Commsttee of One Hundred Mrs Amos 
Pinchot, chalrman 9 East 81st Street 

PAITSSON, N J -Wdllam D Walker, 1139 Madaon Avenue 
P~rrssunc~,  PA-The Bwth Control League of Western 

Pennrylvanlo Mrs Clarence Renshaw. 117 L~nden Ave . 
Edgewood, secretary 

P~IITLAND, Om-The Bwth Control Leap. of Portland 
H C Dekker, 652 Ellon Avenue, presldent Mra J R 
Oatman, 549 Fifth Street, secretary 

RADNO~ PA.-The Mmn Ltnt Branch of :he Nabanal B~rth Con- 
no1 League -Mrs. Walter M. Newlurk, 

Roc~%ma, N Y -A I Howser, 227 Parscllr Avenue 
S t  Lams, Mo-Grace Andemon, Ot) Duptnsarg, 11th and 

Chatnut Streeta 
ST PAUL, MINN -The M~nnesota State Bwth Control League 

Secretary, Mrs Grace M Kellcr, 230 Vernon Ave, St 
? a d  

SAX E m r a m  C&-The Bsrth Control League of Son 
Framcuco, 239 Geaw Street Marraret McGovern. nresl- - . - 
dent 

S S A ~  W A ~ E  -The Seattle Bwth Control League Mlnnle 
Parkhurst, 516 Thlrd Ave , West Seattle, Wash, secretary 

SUMMIT N J-Rev Franklln C Doan 
WAsalNno~ D C-The Btrth Control League of the Du- 

tnct of Columblo Mrs Anna Werltr, 1926 New Hamp 
shre Ave., pru~dent 


