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CLINICS, COURTS AND JAILS 
By Margaret Sanger 

N FEBRUARY, 1915,, when I heard Dr J Rutgers at 
The Hague gwe hls last lnstruct~ons to one of hts 
matermty nurses, as she left hts class fully eqrupped 

to open a cllmc ln one of the outlylng dlstncts, I knew that 
the people of the Un~ted States would never be fully aroused 
to the needs of b~r th  control untd such a clrnic was also 
establ~shed here My course of mstruct~on whlch followed 
In Holland wae taken solely for thls purpose, the execution 
of wh~ch seemed to be a thlng of years to come 

Upon returning to Amer~ca ln November, 1915, to take up 
the fight m the Federal Courts, the posslb~hty of opening 
such a clin~c came very suddenly after my case was d~s-  
mssed on Februaly lath, 1916, wlthout coming to trlal I 
was then free to lecture throughout the United States, to 
tell the people what blrth control means to the md~vldual, 
to the famlly and to the race For four months I vlslted all 
the large cltles to and from the Paclfic Coast and was great- 
ly encouraged because of the fact that the Idea of dsseml- 
natmg contraceptlve ~nformatlon by means of cllnlcs with 
tra~ned persons ln charge was always greeted with the most 
profound Interest I came to the conclusion that a pract~cal 
test of the law would have the moral endorsement of all 
thmnku~g people m this country 

Shortly after h s ,  plans were carefully lald and d~strlcts 
espectallp chosen to open a clmtc In each borough of Greater 
New York The Board of Health's report was to be my 
gu~de. The ldea was to conduct the work where records 
showed the hlghest death rate, lnfant mortality, etc If per- 
chance we were allowed to reman unmolested, the re- 
sults would speak for themselves, by companson, ~n the 
next Board of Health report 

For weeks and weeks, I trudged the streets loolung for 
rooms sutable for the purpose. At last I found some on 
Avenue A, between 21st and 20th Streets, New York Gty, 
and another m Brownsv~lle, Brooklyn, and p a d  a month's 
rent m advance T h ~ s  reheved me of all avalable cash for 
the tune bemg 

Everythmg was ready-plans, enthus~asm, nurses, trans- 
lators, vislon, decalon--everythmg,veg, but the finances 

OR NEARLY A WEEK I wa~ted for the call to actton F I t  came one afternoon when five women wlth bab~es 
m thew arms called on me They came from Brownsv~lle 
They had left the other chlldren w ~ t h  one of the women 
ln the tenement where they hved, while they came to seek 
advlce They told of the ravages of mfanttle paralysis ln 
tha r  d~stnct, of the low wages of the men, of the hlgh cost 
of food. They told how the naghbors talked of the clm~c, 
what a blesstng, a godsend, ~t would be over there 

That nlght a fnend called me on the phone and satd fifty 
dollars had been sent to her from a woman ln Los Angeles 
to 'we to me to use as I wtshed The next day Fama Min- 
dell and I started out to equlp the place with cham, desks, 
floor covering, curtam, stove, basms, etc A week later, 

October 16th, 1917, we opened the doors of the first Blrth 
Control C h c  In Amerlca The openlng of these doors was 
a great soclal force ln the lwes of modem womanhood 

There was not a darkened tenement, or a hovel or hut, 
but was brightened by the knowledge that motherhood can 
be voluntary, that chlldren need not be born ~ n t o  the world 
unless they are wanted and a place provlded for them 

For the first tlme women talked openly of t h ~ s  terror of 
unwanted pregnancy, whlch had haunted thelr llves smce 
time ~mmemonal 

From the start the newspapers ln glarlng headlmes, used 
the words "b~rth control" and carned to all who read, the 
message that somewhere ln Brooklyn there was a place 
where contraceptlve mformation could be obtamed for all 
over-burdened mothers who wanted ~t 1 

From the first day, the httle outer waltlng room was 
crowded The women came In paws, wlth the~r  neighbors, 
wlth thew marr~ed daughters and thelr husbands Some 
came m groups wlth nurslng bab~es clasped 1x1 them arms 
Some came from the far end of Long Island, from Con- 
nectlcut, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, New Jersey They 
came from near and from far to learn the "secret" whlch 
they s a d  the nch women all possessed and the poor women 
could not obtam No unmarned women c a m e a l l  were 
mothers, except one woman, marrled twelve years, but who 
could not carry a chlld to full term, and \ ~ h o  came for ad- 
vice Her physlclan knew she could not bear a chdd and 
yet allowed her to concewe, month after month Her health 
had been mned and she was almost a nervous wreck when 
she came from Connecticut to seek adv~ce 

Fanla Mlndell acted as the interpreter and took down the 
h~stones of the uomen as fast as she could get them We 
recorded the natronallty, the age, the husband's wage, the 
number of chlldren hvmg, number of chlldren dead, num- 
ber of mtscarrlages performed and whether by doctor or 
mldw~fe, the reason for not deslnng more chlldren, whether 
for health, soclal or economlc reasons 

THEL BYRNE, a tralned nurse asslsted me In advls- E ing and expla~nmg and demonstrat~ng to the women 
how to prevent conceptton As most of the records, so 
carefully taken, were confiscated by the detectives when 
they made them arrests, ~t 1s d~fflcult to tell exactly how 
many women came there m those few days to seek advlce, 
but we roughly estunate that between 480 and 500 women's 
names were placed on the records Hundreds of letters also 

\ poured In each day from all over the Unlted States, tellmg 
sad and trapc tales of mothers ready to commlt sulcide, 

\ ready to go to any extreme or torture rather than endure 
chlld birth agam 

Then one day, whde I was absent maklng preparattons 
for the openmg of the Avenue A rooms, a woman came 
ostens~bly to seek adv~ce She was of Irlsh type, wlth de- 
tectwe stamped plainly all over her She told her story of 
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a large fam~ly, a brutal husband and several abort~ons and 
recened adv~ce from the nurse, hke all those before her 

A few days later, the same woman came 13 charge of a 
detectwe squad and arrested Fanla Mmdell, Ethel Byrne 
and myself 

Then began months of a c t ~ v ~ t ~ e s  qu~te  beyond descr~pt~on 
All the forces of opposltlon were on hand to malign mdl- 
v~duals and to m~srepresent the cause The mfluence of the 
Roman Cathol~c Church was seen everywhere It was es- 
pec~ally seen In the Court's refusal to allow us a jury trial, 
and In refusmg to allow physmans to present such med~cal 
testimony as was necessary In challengmg the constitut~on- 
ahty of Sect~on 1142 of the Penal Law of New York State 

Comstock's successor was also present to represent the 
"Soc~ety for the Suppress~on of V~ce," but everywhere, and 
at every turn, the strongest oppos~t~on came from the subtle 
underground workmgs of that Church a h ~ c h  apparently 
dommates Amer~can courts of justtce and polit~cal life 
today 

We all spent one n~ght ~n la11 and were allowed out on 
bad I returned to the clnuc and opened the doors but was 
re-arrested on the charge of "mamta~ning a publ~c 
nulsance " The landlord had a court order to eject me from 
the prem~ses , but t h ~ s  actlon was finally dropped 

ROM OCTOBER 25,1916, to June I, 1917 most of my F tnne was spent m cou, and jads and ~n p r e p a r q  
and collecting facts for the tr~als and appeals for the 
hgher courts However, t ~ m e  was found to start The 
Bzrth Control Revzew ln February, 1917 There were lec- 
tures gwen In cltles, such as Ch~cago, Rochester, Paterson, 
Newark, Br~dgeport and two to three each week In pr~vate 
homes m New York City The pol~ce of Albany refused to 
allow a meetmg, and In Buffalo too they refused to rent us 
a hall In wh~ch to speak on the subject Then there was 
the preparation of a b~r th  control film play, dep~ctmg the 
needs of b~r th  control m Amencan l ~ f e  among the poor 
Again the Church exerted ~ t s  mfluence openly, the film was 
forb~dden to be shown Countless hours were given to ~nter- 
vlews to reporters from near and far who came to learn the 
facts Then came women, old and young, frequently call- 
Ing on me at seven m the mornlng, hundreds and hundreds 
of letters to be answered and phone calls to the amount of 
80 to 107 In one day Often the telephone operator would 
say, "You have had a hard day, haven't you?" 

The greatest mterest was st~mulated when Mrs Byrne, 
md~gnant at the outrageous sentence unposed on her and 
the treatment accorded her by the Court of Spee~al Sess~ons, 
declared she would protest agamst her lmprlsonment by re- 
fusing to eat or drmk untd she was released 

For nearly a week she remained obdurate, and finally to 
keep her from dying the author~ties m charge removed her 
to the hosp~tal ward where she was forc~bly fed On the 
eleventh day she was released from the Workhouse, plr- 
doned by Governor Whitman, taken to her home In an am- 
bulance and placed under the care of two doctors and nur- 
ses until her health was partly restored 

The week after her release Fanla Mmdetland I were 

both found gu~lty A fiity-dollar fine was mposed on MISS 
Mmdell and a th~rty-days' sentence on Blackwell's Island 
on me Both cases were at once appealed The Court of 
Appeals reversed the decwon In Fanla Mmdell's case My 
case has gone up to the Supreme Court of the Un~ted 
States 

When one sums up the actwtles of the movement 
throughout the Un~ted States durmg the year, ~t is mterest- 
mg to note that where arrests were made, where sentences 
were mposed upon advocates, there the movement 1s now 
strongest 

Thousands came when the mterest was h~ghest Some 
came for selfish Interests, some to mqulre, some to explo~t 
Those who came to dally In sent~mental~ty soon found 
themselves face to face w ~ t h  fundamental problems often 
too b ~ g  for superfic~al mmds to grasp Those who came to 
be thr~lled by the excitement of the moment are today st111 
seekmg thr~lls m other movements 

To the women of New York I am grateful, espec~ally to 
the mothers of Brownsv~lle Day after day they came to 
the court and wa~ted pat~ently for the case to begm Other 
dut~es were put as~de whde they stood hes~de us ~n the fight 
for b~r tb  control, for woman's r~ght  of ownersh~p and do- 
mmon over her own body 

All together, the year's work can well be cons~dered one 
of the greatest educat~onal efforts of thls generat~on 

BIRTH CONTROL 
By George Lysander 

S OMETIMES ~t comes over me w ~ t h  an overpowermg 
sense of wonder- 

The chddren that are born and the unborn 
The deviat~on by a haw's breath affects all etern~ty 
Had I returned a day sooner, t h ~ s  swarthy son 
Would have been a blue-eyed daughter 
What has become of the daughter? 
She m ~ g h t  have been and never w ~ l l  be 
M~l l~ous  of souls clamor~ng for b ~ r t h  on t h ~ s  old earth 
Do they know what they ask so beseechmgly? 
Why do you knock so ms~stently at the gates of 11fe?- 
Is ~t this hfe that you want or somethmg beyond ~ t .  
And rs there no other road? 
Do I hear a sound as of ten b ~ l l ~ o n  baby xo~ces coolng 
"Love ~nvltes us, draws us, and we cannot stay " 
0 my beaut~ful babes 1 do not rush Into t h ~ s  snare 1 

You bes~ege the rottmg doorways of mfested tenements, 
You r ~ s k  birth Into d~r t ,  disease, degradat~on, 
You must to11 untd you lose all sense of beauty, 
You w ~ l l  ache and agonlze In body and spmt 
You mav be born on F ~ f t h  avenue and be unwelcome 
Or  on Canal street, where your brothers fight for food, 
You may grow up to be the prey of greed and lust- 
Do you thmk ~t 1s love who b ~ d s  you come to us? 
I t  1s love who b ~ d s  us, who suffer, bar the gates aga~nst 

you- 
Bar them w ~ t h  tears and hungry longmg in our hearts 

(Cm.+trry o j  U r  Nmr York Call) 
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THE FIGHT FROM COAST TO COAST 
REPORTS OF T H E  LEAGUES 

(Thrs rssue of The Bwth Control Revrew rs marnly devoted to an account of the fight for brrth control rn the Unrted 
States durtng the past year In addrtron to Margaret Sangefs fersonal story on Page 3, we present hereunder reports 
from nearly all the leagues formed as a result of the clrnrc she founded and her subsequent arrest, trral and prrson 
sentence -Edrtors ) 

NEW YORK CITY Comm~ttee of One Hundred held numerous other meetmgs 
varymg from small parlor conferences to large publlc 

1 Natronal Brrth Control League affa~rs-luncheons, d~nners, and mass meetings 

I N SPITE O F  THE d~scouragmg cond~t~ons due to the F ~ v e  new leaflets and pamphlets were publ~shed and 
war, the Nat~onal B~r th  Control League has some s~g-  w~dely crculated 
n~ficant work to report Some of the more ~mportant The league co-operated w~th  the producers of two excel- 

phases of ~t are as follows lent movmg plcture films wh~ch were subsequently sup- 
Co-operatwe relat~ons have been mamtamed w ~ t h  local, pressed by the author~t~es although they were not open to 

state and c~ ty  leagues tn Massachusetts, New York, Ph~la- the sl~ghtest adverse crlt~c~sm 
delph~a, P~ttsburg, Washmgton, D C ,  Cleveland, Ch~cago, From Tanuary t~ l l  August, the league had an adm~rable 
Mmnneapol~s, St Paul, Portland, Ore,  Seattle, and San execut~ve secretary tn Mrs Augusta Cary, whose reslgna- 
Franc~sco tlon meant serlous loss Because of the lncreasmg pressure 

A Woman's Comm~ttee of one hundred was formed In of war cond~t~ons and sholtage of funds, there has smce 
New York C~ty  to glve spectal help to Mrs Sanger's work been only volunteer servlce In the off~ce untd recently 
and to promote the educat~onal and leg~slat~ve work of our But now the League 1s pract~cally reboln It  was Im- 
league T h ~ s  committee, wh~le not an off~ctal part of the poss~ble that a work so mperattvely necessary should d ~ e  
Nat~onal League, has always worked In closest connection down and remarn dormant And everythmg that was 
w ~ t h  the league, and ~n many cases the work of the two planned before 1s now bemg taken up agam w~th  new v~gor 
bod~es has been so nearly merged that the separate ~dent~ty Funds are bemg ra~sed The New York bdl 1s bemg re- 
almost d~sappeared mtroduced A spectal plece of lntenslve educat~onal work 

The membersh~p of the league has been more than IS bemg started In New York state, under the d~rect~on of 
doubled durrng the year A blll was mtroduced mto the Mrs Mary Ware Dennett part~cularly In the distr~cts of 
New York le@slature, prov~dmg for the amendment of the those members of the legdature, who have the balance of 
penal law by om~ttmg from Sectlon 1142 on Indecent Ar- the power In the chamber Aid 1s bemg glven to The Bwth 
t~cles, the words "the prevention of conceptlon " T h ~ s  Control Reznw, and several members of the executive com- 
amendment IS the s~mplest poss~ble and st111 the most mlttee of the league are also members of the Board of Dmec- 
thorough means of removmg the ban on h~r th  control mfor- tors of the Rev~ew Plans for the Nat~onal Conference are 
mat~on The bdl also prov~ded for an amendment to sect~on bemg rev~sed New L~terature IS bemg pubhshed 
1141 regardmg obscene publ~cat~ons and art~cles "of mde- All t h ~ s  and more w~ll mean qu~ck v~ctory, so far as the 
cent or ~mmoral use," wh~ch spec~fically prov~dea that publl- laws are concerned ~f every one who belleves In b~r th  con- 
cabons grvmg methods of b~r th  control or art~cles des~gned trol wdl help Money and work are needed at once 
for the avo~dance of conceptlon, are not to be deemed oh- The league urges every one, who wants to see rap~d pro- 
scene, because of them aim gress, to do these four thmgs 

An amendment to the Federal Law was drafted, but ~t J o ~ n  the league (Dues One dollar a year ) Headquar- 
was not cons~dered pract~cable to have ~t mtroduced wh~le ters 200 F ~ f t h  Avenue, New York C ~ t y  ) 
the war legrslat~on had the exclus~ve attention of Congress Subscr~be to The Bwth Control Reznew 

Plans were made for a Nat~onal Conference of all the Send f o ~  a sample set of all the leaflets and pamphlets 
b~r th  control groups of the country, for the purpose of unl- (25 cents ) 
fymg alms and perfect~ng methods of work But, as In the Order a quant~ty of those you cons~der most useful and 
case of the nat~onal legslabon, war cond~t~ons made ~t nec- d~stnbute them as w~dely as poss~ble 
essary to postpone the conference All the branch leagues Mrs AMOS PINCHOT, Cha~rman 
were consulted and the consensus of oplnton was that the 2 Brrth Control League o f  New York 
tune was not OppOrtUne H E  BIRTH CONTROL League of New York was 

ARGE TEMPORARY headquarters were opened T formed ~n December, 1916 Its objects, as stated ~n L thmugb the generos~ty of a fnend, who gave the the art~cles of mcorpont~on, were 
league the use of an ent~re floor of a well located busmess 1 To support Margaret Sanger In her legal fight for b~r th  
bu~ldtng at 21 West 46th Street, New York, C ~ t y  For over control 
two months weekly meetmgs, and for a t m e  dally meetmgs, 2 To secure such amendment to the State and Federal 
were held here Large quant~ttes of l~terature were sold Laws as wmll allow physmans and regstered nurses to glve 
and d~str~buted Durmg the same per~od, the league and the sc~ent~fic lnstructlun In b~rth  control 
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3 To advocate and encourage b~rth  control as a means of 
safeguardmg the health of mothers and chddren and pro- 
motmg the soc~al welfare 

In pursuance of the first of these objects, rt ralsed funds 
to ass~st 1x1 the conduct of the cases of Margaret Sanger 
and her asststants ~n connect~on w ~ t h  the Brownsvdle b~r th  
control cl~ntc, organ~zed a mass-meetmg ~n C a m w e  Hall 
on the eve of Mrs Sanger's convlctlon, tendered her a testl- 
mon~al banquet upon her release from prlson and In varlous 
ways ass~sted In her attempt to have the present New York 
law on thls subject overthrown 

In conjunction wrth the Internat~onal Chdd Welfare 
League, t h ~ s  organlzatlon secured the servlces of the Legs- 
lat~ve Draftmg Bureau of Columb~a Unwers~ty tn the pre- 
parabon of a b~ll  a~med to grant physmans, m~dwrves and 
regstered nurses the legal r~ght  to gve  lnstructlon ~n means 
of preventmg concept~on 

Durlng the t m e  of ~ t s  exrstence, the New York League 
has carr~ed on prmted and oral propaganda In behalf of the 
prmc~ple of fam~ly l ~ m ~ t a t ~ o n  It  has d~str~buted many book- 
lets on t h ~ s  quest~on and ~ t s  off~cers and members have 
spoken before clubs, forums, churches, r a d d  and other 
groups The pres~dent of the league last wmter made tnps 
to Boston, Cleveland, P~ttsburgh, Rochester and other abes 
to dehver speeches and a ~ d  ~n organmng local b~r th  control 
groups 

I t  1s the oplmon of the present off~cers that every means 
poss~ble under the present laws should be st~mulated to 
secure the hssem~nabon of med~cal mstruct~on on t h ~ s  sub- 
ject, through phys~c~ans and others In a pos~bon to under- 
take t h ~ s  work FREDERICK A BLOSSOM 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

I N T H E  EARLY SPRING of 1916, Margaret Sanger 
addressed a large Washmgton audence So convmc- 
mgly d ~ d  she present the case for b~r th  control, that be- 

fore her hearers left the hall, plans for the organlzatlon of a 
league were formulated W~thm a month of Margaret 
Sanger's vmt to t h ~ s  c ~ t y  about e~ghty men and women were 
banded together to co-operate w~th  other leagues and, ~f pos- 
able, to act as a lobbymg organ~zat~on for the repeal of the 
Comstock law 

So far, the work of the D C league has been confined to 
educat~on and propaganda Necessary busmess has been 
d~spatched In as short a t ~ m e  as poss~ble and the balance of 
each meetmg devoted to a lecture and d~scuss~on of a par- 
t~cular phase of the b~rth  control quest~on 

Charles T Hallman, spoke at a well attended meetmg of 
the League, on the h~story of the Comstock "obscen~ty" law, 
wh~ch proh~b~ts the Interstate transmlssron of b~r th  control 
information through the malls or by express 

Representat~ves of the opposltlon to btrth control were 
gven an opportunity to express them optnlons at two meet- 
rngs Dr Paul Popenoe, ehtor of the Journal of Heredty, 
an emment authonty on eugmcs, presented objecbons to 
b~r th  control from a eugenlc srandpo~nt, wh~ch provoked a 
lave d~scuss~on The League also secured Dr W C Wood- 

ward, Comm~ss~oner of Publ~c Health, to delwer a lecture 
on b~rth  control HIS antagon~st~c attltude toward t h ~ s  v~tal  
Issue turned out to be founded on a very meagre knowledge 
of the subject One can form an ~dea of the frivolousness 
of h ~ s  arguments from h ~ s  statement that the demand for 
mformat~on on how to control concepbon arose mamly on 
the part of women who sought more bme for bndge parbes 
and other empty luxur~es He repeatedly dodged every re- 
m~nder of the Importance of the economlc factor 1x1 famdy 
hfe 

A successful phase of the actwty of the League has been 
~ t s  publ~c~ty work The newspapers are broken mto when- 
ever poss~ble, and Interest m the purposes of the orgaxnza- 
t~on  shmulated For example, a news agency of nabonal 
scope featured an ~nterv~ew w ~ t h  the Pres~dent of the 
League The result was a flood of lnqulnes and requests 
by the thousands for b~r th  control mformat~on One day's 
mall brought as many as one hundred and SIX communlca- 
tlons and a steady flow contmued for months, commg from 
all parts of the Un~ted States and Canada, and as late as 
last week, about a year after the respons~ble ~nterv~ew, an 
echo was heard round the world through a letter from Aus- 
t r a l ~ a  These letters tell stones of hundreds of vaned 
domesbc traged~es w ~ t h  the basx note-the lack of brrth 
control knowledge. We can only respond w ~ t h  the sugges- 
t ~ o n  that leagues along the Ime of our orgamzabon should 
be started. 

We respectfully suggest to the government that ~t under- 
take a dstnbubon of mformabon on how to obhm q d t y  
In human procreabon through fam~ly hmtabon, as d now 
does m connect~on wlth cattle breedmg 

ANNA WEXLER, Pres~dent 

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA 
E HAVE HAD SIX publ~c meetlugs smce we organ- w ned m P~ttsburgh a Lttk over a year ago, and a 

number of local clubs have had b~rth  control afternoons and 
come to us for the~r  speakers Two of these SIX meehngs 
were held m the theatres and we had the sabsfacbon of 
packed houses 

Mrs Sanger was the speaker at our Apnl meetmg, and 
Mrs Mary Ware Dennett of New York and Prof Robert 
Sprague of Amherst spoke for us m June We draw our 
local speakers from the college professors, doctors, mmsters 
and soc~al workers of the c ~ t y  

We have just one hundred paymg members, but our marl- 
mg hst has about 400 names Our best sale of l~terature 
was at the tune of the Conference of Soctal Workers We 
were part~cularly fortunate ~n d~stnbutmg a large number of 
Dr Knopf's pamphlet We also sold out our supply of 
books, but have slnce gotten more from the publ~sher 

We feel that the ~nfluence wh~& our League brought to 
bear on Governor Brumbaugh of Pennsylvama, had a good 
deal to do w ~ t h  h ~ s  vetomg the anb-btrth control bill passed 
by the State Legslator 

MAIDEE B RENSHAW, Secretary, 
of the Bwth Control League of Western Pennsylvama. 
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MASSACHUSETTS 

A MARTYR, EVEN A POOR ONE, 1s a great as- 
set to any cause So long as he or she 1s m the eye 
of the publ~c, there 1s llttle to trouble over 1n con- 

nectlon w~th  publ~clty, money, fr~ends or workers Dunng 
t h ~ s  penod even volunteer workers can falrly well take care 
of the actlvltles that crowd each other Blg meetlngs, news- 
paper ~tems, letters to the press, mtervlews, can all be ade- 
quately looked after by a small group w~thout much organ- 
tzat~on But when the martyr has been freed, after the ap- 
pealed case has been declded, when the papers w~l l  prlnt no 
more news and the falthful are t red of havmg thetr letters 
refused, then 1s the tlme when the central group must get 
together and make soltd xts organ~zat~on and look to far- 
reachlng plans I£ ~t IS to l~ve 

So lt has been wlth the Massachusetts League There 
was no League when All~son was arrested Our martyr was 
certady not of our choosmng-very young, ~rrespons~ble, 
although well-meanmng, and, unfortunately, a man There 
are st111 those who tell us how great an Injury our martyr 
dld our cause, but we are lncllned to smlle and say, "Yes, 
undoubtedly 1n some quarters, but the movement had to start 
somewhere, somehow, and we belleve that our campalgn has 
had a certain w~de-spread educat~onal value that ~t would 
have been hard to duplicate 1n so short a tune wlthout some 
sensational features " 

Our first Mass Meetmg, the first ever held In Boston on 
the subject of blrth control as far as we know, we shall 
never forget We had free use of the Majestlc theatre, and 
wlthln ten mlnutes of the tune the doors were opened, every 
seat 1x1 the blg theatre was filled All through the hot July 
evenmg the audmce sat hstemng wlth the most perfect at- 
tentlon to our long program The effect of that meetlng 
was lnsp~rat~onal and dld much to start the movement arlght 

But the tune for blg meetlngs passed and we began to 
turn our attenhon to our organlzatlon It  was at thls tune 
that ou,r good fnend, Prof Charles Zuehlm, happened 1n at 
one of our busmess meetmgs When we urged h m  to ex- 
press some opmlon, he told us tn no uncertain terms that we 
belonged to that class of refomers who held meetlngs for 
the good of them souls whlle thew vtctlms roasted, or tn 
other words then golden opportun~ty sl~pped away We 
had been so eager to hold the lnterest of all that we were 
fast gettmg a b~g,  unwddy, decentrahzed organrzatton, 
nothmg I£ not democrat~c, but qulte lnefflclent Out of that 
mght's meetmg grew our permanent organlzatlon and con- 
stltuhon, wh~ch have proved very satisfactory 

E HAD ALREADY taken a room on Bromfield W Street and our Chalrman of Headquarters organ- 
wed our volunteers to help her keep offlce hours So that 
our next need we felt to be some form of publlcat~on wh~ch 
should embody our objects and underlymg pnnaples, w ~ t h  
a statement definlng blrth control and gwmg some sl~ght 
h~story of the movement, together wlth a short b~bl~ography 
Afttx a great deal of work, we succeeded m preparing a 
pamphlet of 11 pages, wh~ch f a d )  well answered our pur- 

pose We st111 have several thousand of these on hand and 
shall be glad to £urn& them at cost to members of other 
leagues or to mdtvlduals wantlng them for dlstr~buhon 

The charrman of our membershlp committee, who was 
very energetic and capable, now began sendmg out mmeo- 
graphed letters w ~ t h  statements and membershlp blanks to 
carefully selected ltsts T h ~ s  work she kept up actwely all 
wlnter and her report In June showed that 5,500 letters had 
gone out, 4 76% brlnglng responses tn the form of member- 
ship dues It  1s lnterestlng to note that the subscrlpt~ons 
recewed from these letters covered all expenses of postage, 
mmeographlng and paper wlth a surplus of a few dollars 
over 

Our Speakers and Meetmgs Committee chalrman had 
secured, almost from the beg~nnmg, a few local people w11- 
llng to serve us as speakers before clubs and other groups 
Among these were three able women physlclans whom we 
were very anxlous to have go before the women's clubs of 
the State Accordmgly, the Comm~ttee sent out about 900 
letters to these clubs, brlefly explamng the fundamental 
tmportance of b~r th  control and askmg that the club reserve 
a date for our speaker We were greatly surprised to re- 
cewe only about a dozen replles and these mostly uufavor- 
able 

As ~t was, we held some 20 meetmgs of a publ~c, semi- 
publ~c and prrvate character ~n and about Boston durmg the 
wlnter and sprmg The most rmportant and mterestlng 
small meetlng was one at the home of the Pres~dent, 
Mrs Oakes Ames At thls were present some of the most 
prominent phys~clans of the clty 

UR FAILURE TO WIN a hearmg before the women's 0 organ~ut~ons brought home to us a need that we have 
felt so deeply ever smce the sensatlonallsm of the Alllson 
case subs~ded,-that of a secretary-organizer We have 
never been able to pay the salary requlred by the r~ght  sort 
of a person for t h ~ s  posltlon, although, we were hoptng that 
we m~ght find a way to do thls when war was declared Our 
Ideal has been a soaally-mmded physman who through her 
professional knowledge m~ght speak w~th  such authority as 
largely to dlsarm cr~ttc~sm 

There bad been some d~sagreement on the subject of at- 
tempting legrslat~on It  was finally declded at a jolnt meet- 
mng of the Adv~sory Board and the Executive Comm~ttee 
that ~t would at least do no harm to have one or more bills 
~ntroduced We had three b~lls, two drawn up by the 
League, very conservatlve and allowlng onl) physlc~ans to 
e v e  the mformat~on, and the other drawn up by a doctor, a 
fr~end of the League Over 25 legrslators were approached 
before one would touch ~t and we faded then to get anyone 
to take any lnterest or responslblllty, wlth the result that no 
one of the bllls was reported out of comm~tttee 

Towards Sprlng we made a defin~te b ~ d  to enllst the actwe 
support of our men physlclans 1200 letters s~gned by a 
woman physlclan were sent out to the doctors In and near 
Boston askmg each to be one of 100 to come out openly and 
sunultaneously 1n support of brth control We asked them 
to state the~r  objecttons In case the) nere unu dlmg to do 



t h ~ s  We recewed about 35 replres to our 1,200 letters and 
these were at least half of them, unfavorable, one or two 
qulte v~olently so Undoubtedly the declarat~on of war at 
t h ~ s  tune somewhat lessened the number of replres we m~ght 
have recewed 

BOUT THE TIME of the Allrson case dec~slon, two A of our lawyer fnends told us that they drd not belleve 
that the Massachusetts laws had reference to the glvmg of 
oral rnformat~on Thls haunted us for some months, and 
although our finances were low, we finally decrded to get 
an oplnlon from a lawyer of w~de  reputation, choosmg the 
late Samuel J Elder as a man suffmently promrnent and 
conservative to glve us the oplnlon we sought Here IS the 
substance of h ~ s  oplnron 

"It 1s true that our statutes have reference to prmted and 
not to oral communications, so that doctors, nurses and 1n- 
d~v~duals may so far as the statute 1s concerned gwe oral 
rnformatron The statute does not prohib~t the marntalnlng 
of an offlce where such lnformatlon may be glven, hut no 
prmted matter can be crrculated grvlng any 'hmt' that such 
mforrnatlon can be had there Even the name of the League 
Itself on the door or on cards or on letterheads may be 
deemed to gwe such a 'hmt' and therefore be prohlblted" 
He adds that an lnd~ctment m~ght be found at common law 
for malntarnlng a nuisance, and that the office mamtamed 
for the advancement of the cause mlght ~tself come under 
t h ~ s  general defin~t~on 

We felt that thls was most lnterestlng and slgn~ficant 
Our first duty seemed to be to Inform the doctors ~n regard 
to the law slnce those wrth whom we talked seemed to thlnk 
that the majortty of physrclans were qulte unaware that the 
law was capable of thls mterpretatron 

In sprte, however, of the temporary hopefulness grven by 
the Elder opmlon, we became ~ncreasmgly depressed by the 
general sltuatlon that made money-gettmg for other than 
war work a serious problem Early ~n the Spnng, we had 
moved from our dlngy headquarters to a delightful room 
further up-town and our hopes ran hrgh that here we m~ght 
hold frequent and regular meetlngs of the League w ~ t h  
speakers on subjects related to our own However, we 
began to real~ze that our yearly pledges would most of them 
not be renewed for another year and that by fall we should 
be facmg a serlous condrtlon financrally So, finally, and 
wrth much reluctance, we dectded to gwe up our pleasant 
room, but to have a permanent address ~n the form of a post 
off~ce box, so that our frrends could reach us, and to hold 
meetmgs of the League often enough, to keep the rnterest 
of our somethmg over 400 members alwe untll such tlme as 
we could be much more actlve 

May we urge wlth all earnestness the adv~sab~hty of a 
gathenng of accredited delegates and fr~ends of the move- 
ment throughout the Un~ted States, at the earhest possible 
date, so that we may know just where we stand and whether 
we are to llve as an organized movement or not If we are 
to grow as such, then we should combme to strengthen the 
weak leagues and to put In our energy where rt wrll brlng 
the greatest results to the movement as a whole In some 
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states, hke Massachusetts, where the movement at the tlme 
1s weak and the opposltlon great, we partlcuarly need thrs 
backlng 

CERISE CARMAN JACK, 
V~ce-President, B~r th  Control League of Massachusetts 

SAN FRANCISCO 

T E SAN FRANCISCO B~r th  Control League, was 
formed three years ago It  has salled steadlly on out 
of obscurity and ndlcule to take ~ t s  place srde by s ~ d e  

w ~ t h  other organtzatlons that are fightrng for a better state 
of affam The workmg class mothers, 1n whose rnterest the 
League was started, are begrnnmg to take a real joy rn 
worklng wlth ~t and for ~t T h ~ s  IS largely due to some of 
San Francisco's staunch and true women 

The-e 1s Mrs Jenn~e Arnott of Palo Alto, who was our 
first president, and ln whose house the League was launched 
Mrs Arnott IS one of those courageous characters who dares 
to clasp an unpopular movement to her heart She tells a 
story, of how the first woman's suffragrst came to Palo Alto 
many years ago, to hold a meetlng to further the then "&s- 
graceful" cause, and asked Mrs Arnott to help her In due 
t m e  they went out on a street comer where the suffragxt 
held forth Men and women hurr~ed by The men sn~ckered 
and the women were duly shocked Mrs Arnott asked 
several college students and men to stop and lrsten "Nothmg 
domg," they sald At last a boy came along on a brcycle and 
he was persuaded to help form an au&ence by standmg 
around 

Well, when the first brrth control propagand~st (myself) 
came to Palo Alto, she naturally sought shelter and comfort 
wlth Mrs Arnott We held a meeting m a prlvate house, 
where about twenty people had gathered At the close a 
l~ttle fat man vrolently opposed the ~dea  But the women 
were dent,  at least most of them 

The next mornlng about seven o'clock Mrs Arnott came 
to my room and sald a delegation was wa~ting for me down- 
stars When I came down, I found four women who 
started ln to evpless thelr ~ndgnat~on at that fat man and 
to assure me how heart~ly they were In sympathy w ~ t h  
bwth control Each one gave me a short hrstory of her 
famlly llfe, and showed how she had been robbed both of 
health and means 1n her effort to l m ~ t  her famrly to cor- 
respond wrth her ab~llty to care for ~t The whole thmg was 
so dramat~c m the early mornmg hour, w ~ t h  the sobbmg 
mothers pourrng out them sorrowful tales, that we felt that 
thls was the moment to form an organrzat~on The San 
Francrsco Brrth Control League was the result 

HIS WAS EARLY In February, 1915, and the follow- T mg month of Augua the League was publ~cly 
launched 1x1 the assembly hall 1n the Monadnock bu~ldmg, 
w ~ t h  nlneteen members Ernest Schaeffle, who at that trme 
held a promrnent governmental posltlon, was elected ~ t s  first 
pres~dent, but after serving a short tune pressure was 
brought to bear upon h ~ m  to reslgn Dr Gottl~eb, a young 
doctor, then took the presldeney 
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But I must not forget two other women-Mrs De Luce 
and Mrs Gorham When tmes looked dark and fools and 
enemles sneered, Mrs De Luce always loomed up, ~ e r d v  
to declare that thar lcague could not fad, that ~t would go on 
and enlst some of San Franc~sco's most noted peqyle 1x1 the 
cause Mrs Gorham certa~nly could work For m~les and 
mdes she tramped w~th  me d~str~butmg cards amounctng 
our meetmgs, and her tall son na~led up placards on tele- 
graph poles, etc, advert~smg the League Mrs Gorham 
comes from Butte, Montana, where she worked for h rth 
control for eleven years, by golng from house to house to 
d~str~bute the mformat~on 

In the sprlng when Mrs Gorham had to return home and 
Mrs de Luce went to Arlzona, the League sustaned a grelt 
loss In  the meantme, the New Era League members cane 
to our league's a ~ d  The New Era League of San Franc sco 
IS a women's club of h~gh  standmg Mrs H a r m  Coffm, the 
pres~dent, and Mrs Georg~a Sperry brought thew influence 
to bear upon the press to enable us to get up a large mass 
meetlng 

So that In the fall of 1916, when Margaret Sanger came 
to San Franc~sco, the field was prepared for some of the 
best and largest meetmgs ever held for b~r th  control any- 
where New mater~al now came mto the League and elected 
an executive board wh~ch rushed Into prmt w ~ t h  the state- 
ment that every member who gave out b~r th  control mformn 
t~on  would be thrown out of the League The result was, 
that we had a M e  housecleanmg For while the League 1s 
not formed to v~olate any law, but to get the law off the 
statute books, ~t 1s certa~nly not formed to do pol~ce duty 
agamst b ~ r t h  control And the joke of ~t was that Margaret 
Sanger's pamphlet had been taken to many offmals to m- 
qulre ~f they thought that rt was harmful, and they usually 
declared that they thought that ~t was the best thmg that 
could be placed In the hands of poor parents 

Every organlzatlon has ~ t s  ups and domns, and those who 
stand ~n the forefront are usually those who are attacked 
often by "the fr~ends of the cause," but that 1s In the day's 
work Our League soon became stronger than ever Mar- 
garet McGovern became ~ t s  pres~dent She 1s known to 
every worker In our c~ty,  and everyone who wants a hft for 
a worthy case hastens to Margaret, who 1s always ready to 
fight a good fight 

Durmg the last year, bes~des our regular meetmgs 1x1 

Emerson's Studlo, we had a b~r th  control tea, gwen by an 
artlst, a mothers' meetlng In a m~n~ster's house and a meet- 
mg w ~ t h  about twenty mothers present In a workmg 
woman's house We also met at the Fa~rmont hotel, m the 
apartment of one of our members, and over the bay at 
Mrs Frank Haven's garden fete we had a booth where we 
dlstr~buted hterature The attendance at our meetlngs var- 
les accordmg to subject and speaker At our last meetmg 
on January 29th, we had an aud~ence of about seventy 
women The lecture was glven by the Woman's Court doc- 
tor, on "Why G d s  go Wrong " She c~ted cases that come up 
1x1 court and showed how badly sex-educat~on 1s needed In 
the home and tn the school CAROLINE NELSON 

CHICAGO 

I N OCTOBER, 1916, the Reform Department of the 
Chxago Woman's Club held a meetmg on the subject 
of b~r th  control The quest~on was presented by Pro- 

fessor James A F~e ld  of the Unwersity of Ch~cago Much 
d~scuss~on followed and at the close of the meetlng, a com- 
m~ttee was appomted to study the matter T h ~ s  comm~ttee, 
of wh~ch Dr Rachelle Yarros was cha~rman held a number 
of conferences at wh~ch the matter was d~scussed from the 
h~stoncal, eth~cal, med~cal, soc~olog~cal and legal aspects by 
people qual~fied to speak along these varlous Imes, mcludmg 
the Reverend Herbert W~llets, Mr  Horace Bndges, Dr 
Alxe Ham~lton, Dr  Anna E Blount, Dr George Burnham 
Foster, Judge John Stelk, Mr S~grnund Ze~sler, Mr George 
Packard, etc 

So much mterest was developed, that a Ch~cago C~t~zens' 
Comm~ttee was formed w ~ t h  Dr Yar~os  as cha~rman T h ~ s  
Comm~ttee formulated a statement wh~ch was publ~shed In 
full In the leadmg newspapers 

Durmg the wmter word came to the Comm~ttee that a b~l l  
modeled on the New York law had been mtroduced Into the 
leg~slature and referred to the Jud~c~ary  Comm~ttee Pro- 
fessor F~e ld  and Dr Charles S Bacon went to Spr~ngfield 
for the hearmg Dr Bacon went not only as a member of the 
C~t~zens' Comm~ttee, but as a representatwe of the Med~cal 
Inst~tute of Ch~cago The Illmo~s Med~cal Soc~ety also sent 
two Sprmgfield representatives to protest agamst the pro- 
posed law, Dr L C Tajlor and Dr Deal Effectwe 
lobbymg was done before the hearmg and so much mterest 
was developed on the part of the Jud~c~ary Comm~ttee that 
the hearrng was contmued In the evenlng and attracted a 
large aud~ence The mpresslon made was so favorable, that 
the b~ll  was k~lled In comm~ttee, so that I l l~no~s  1s stdl w~th- 
out a law whxh spec~fically forb~ds the mpartmgof ~nfor- 
mat~on on fam~ly l~rmtat~on 

Smce last sprmg the Comm~ttee has perfected ~ t s  organl- 
zation and ~ncreased ~ t s  membersh~p Its off~cers at present 
are Professor James A F~eld, cha~rman, Mr Allen B Pond, 
treasurer, Mrs Benjamin E Page, secretary I t  has held 
no publ~c meetmgs and attempted no actwe propaganda, 
feelmg that the present abnormal tlmes are unprop~t~ous for 
such actlv~tles 

GRACE R PAGE, Secretary 

MINNESOTA 
The Mmnesota State B ~ r t h  Control League d ~ d  not do 

very much publ~c work durmg the past year, but a great deal 
was done In an educat~onal way I have been obl~ged, for 
personal reasons, to reslgn as secretary, and Mrs E E 
Keller, 230 Vernon Avenue, St Paul, has been chosen In my 
place She 1s thoroughly In touch w ~ t h  the work and deeply 
mterested m ~t She has also been In touch w t h  the work 
done for br th  control by the Soc~al~sts, wh~ch was constant, 
thanks to then fearlessness Spec~al pralse 1s due to Mr 
Empey and Mrs Webster 

SYLVIE T THYGESON 
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CLEVELAND, OHIO 

T HE BIRTH CONTROL movement tn Ohlo dates 
from Easter Sunday, Apnl 23, 1916, when Mrs 
Sanger deltvered two addresses before crowded 

audiences In Cleveland In the Chapel of the Unttartan 
Church In the afternoon and at Pythtan Temple that eve- 
nlng 

Later Informal gathertngs to cons~der the questlon of a 
blrth control campaign led to a meetmg of doctors, soctal 
workers and others at the Un~on Club, June 1, when a com- 
mtttee on organtzatlon was declded upon At a meetmg 1n 
the Unltarlan Chapel, June 23, thls committee's plan of 
organuat~on was adopted, officers were elected and the 
Blrth Control League of Ohlo was launched on ~ t s  career 
Offtcers elected, were Dr Freder~ck A Blossom, Presl- 
dent, Dr Thomas Adams, Rev Dw~ght J Bradley, Davld 
Glbson and Mrs C W Stage, wce-pres~dent, H G Well- 
man, treasurer, W B Waggoner, asststant treasurer, Mrs 
Percy W Cobb, secretary, and MISS Tobte Robboy, assistant 
secretary An executtve commlttee and five commlttee 
cha~nnan of the med~cal, law, clinx, membership, and edu- 
cahonal commlttees were appointed A constttutlon was 
adopted gwmg for ~ t s  objects 

Flrst-The molficatton of exlstmg laws m such a man- 
ner as to allow physlc~ans, nurses, and other competent per- 
sons, to grve lnformat~on concerning methods of preventing 
conception 

Second-The extens~on under proper ausptces of the 
pactlce of fam~ly ltmltat~on as a means of reductng poverty, 
mmorallty, cnme, phystcal and mental defectiveness and 
other human 111s 

The speakmng campalgn was launched on July 3, when 
President Blossom, Dr Allce Butler, and Rev A T 
Wooley, spoke on blrth control before the Congress of 
Mothers, In the chapel of the Y W C A After the ad- 
dresses and general dtscusslon, ~t was unan~mously voted to 
endorse the Birth Control League On July 7, the Exe- 
cutlve Comm~ttee met and reports were even from the var- 
lous commlttees showtng that a vlgorous carnpatgn was 
bemg mapped out 

On July 14, one hundred and thlrty persons attended a 
banquet tendered Mrs Sanger In the ball-room of the Hotel 
Statler 

Dunng the summer the League held weekly luncheons 
open to the publ~c, and short talks on varlous phases of the 
movement were gtven One of the most enthuslast~c of these 
was the All~son protest meetlng, at whlch a collecttor was 
taken for the Allrson defense For some trme meetmgs were 
held almost dally Twenty thousand coptes of the B~rth  
Control News were pubhshed and d~strlbuted 

N THE FALL O F  1916, Dr Blossom left Cleveland to 1 ass~st Mrs Sanger 1n New York ul the capacltv of 
mmagu~g &tor of The Bwth Control R m m  At a meetmg 
of the executwe commlttee Mrs Percy Cobb was appoint- 
ed actmg Pres~dent and sewed untd the followmg December 

when Prof Alfred Bosch became Prestdent and Mrs Ldl~an 
Olf, Secretary 

On Saturday, January 13, 1917, was held the first of a 
serles of monthly luncheons to be held the second Saturday 
of each month The speakers were Prof Alfred Bosch and 
Mrs Royce D Fry There was an attendance of about 
seventy-five A group of weekly study clubs under the 
leadership of Mrs E 0 Peets, was formed 

On Saturday evenmg, January 27, Rev Dw~ght Bradley 
spoke at the first of a serles of monthly meetmgs held the 
fourth Saturday of each month at the Cleveland MUSK 
School Settlement 

A second Issue of the Btrth Control News was publtshed 
and 10,000 coples ordered for dstnbutton A large number 
of organlzattons lncludlng busmess men's clubs, fraternal 
organtzat~ons, and mothers' clubs were addressed durlng the 
wmter wtth a large attendance A number of coples of 
Dr Knopf's treatise on brrth control were sold besldes a 
pea t  many coptes of The Bzrth Control Rmav At the 
Aprtl luncheon Franc~s Barnard gave an lnsplrlng talk on 
"The Moraltty of Ignorance" The most noteworthy ad- 
dress of the season was that of Dr Blossom at the City 
Club, on May 5 Thls was followed by a banquet tendered 
h m  by the League on Saturday evenlng and a large and 
enthus~ast~c meettng at the North Congregat~onal Church on 
Sunday evenmg The speakers at thts meet~ng bes~de Dr 
Blossom, were Dr Al~ce Butler and Rev C W Hardendorf 

MRS A W NEWMAN 

SEATTLE, WASH. 
ADICAL PROPAGANDISTS who, before the war R had begun a campalgn of educat~on among the 

women In the west for the dlssemlnation of btrth control m- 
formatton have, to a large extent, curbed them actlvltles 1x1 

vlew of the more Intense problems whlch war conbt~ons 
have brought 

We have had a splendld course of lectures, however, 
gven ln one of the branch llbrarles here Dr G M Haw- 
klns spoke upon "Ractal Betterment" and the women who 
heard hlm left the hall w~th  a proper understandtng of them 
own btologcal make-up Professor N J Bowman, of the 
Untverstty lectured upon "The R ~ s e  and Fall of The B~rth 
Rate and Its Htstoncal Slgn~ficance," and MISS Adella Par- 
ker, a teacher of economics, dtscussed the questlon, "Is The 
World Crowded?" Others who have lectured before an In- 
creasing number of mterested women at our regular gather- 
mgs, have been Dr Falk, Dr Grlswold and Thomas Homer, 
a lawyer who took up the legal aspect of the b~rth control 
agrtatlon 

We held a very large meettng at Everett, but t h ~ s  was tn 
the nature of a free speech fight as well All I have tune to 
do now wtth the Blrth Control League 1s merely to try to 
hold lt together There 1s no money m the treasury What 
llttle we &d have has been even to vanous defense funds 

MINNIE PARKHURST, Secretary 
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HARRISBURG, PA. 
H E  MOVEMENT HERE has been most successful m T many ways, but the most notable achievement was 

securlng the veto of Governor Brumbaugh ln connect~on 
wtth the Stem B111, whlch was Intended to stop our work 1n 
Pennsylvania 

T h ~ s  b~ l l  was presented at the last sesslon of the Pennsyl- 
vanla lepslature, and the Interests back of ~t were many and 
hard to ldentlfy Naturally, those who attempt to have such 
a law passed, use underground and med~eval methods Stem, 
the man who presented the blll, represents all that IS re- 
actlonary He 1s a Penrose tool from Ph~ladelphla 

When the proposed law was put on the House calendar, 
the Plttsburg group of the blrth control movement requested 
the help of the Harrisburg Centre, and we at once used all 
the power at our command to halt the proposed vlclous 
1eg.lslatlon But from the start, our chances of success were 
small 

The Ptttsburg group sent us a supply of the Knopf 
pamphlet on blrth control, and a copy was put ln the mall 
box of every member of the House Letters and telegrams 
to the members were part of our campalgn We enllsted the 
support of Representatlve James Maurer, the lone Soclaltst 
1x1 the legslature, who spoke agalnst the bdl A few pro- 
gressive unlon labor lobbyists also helped us But, tn splte 
of our work, only three votes were cast on the slde of blrth 
control, those of Maurer and two members from Plttsburg 

After that, we had only the Governor to depend on We 
felt that he was too broad-mlnded to approve such a law, 
and we were right HIS veto was strongly phrased 

We are recelvlng ald for the movement from Representa- 
twe Maurer and Qumn, of the State Federation of Labor 
Them support IS of great value 

Aslde from our lqs labve work, our actwltles have been 
confined to the spread~ng of b~r th  control knowledge, pa*- 
cularly among the workmg people No attempt has been 
made to bulld up a large rnembershlp, but on the contrary 
we purposely keep tt small and effectlve 

The war has overshadowed the Interest wh~ch should be 
taken In such work, but because there 1s llttle sald, that IS 

no ~ndlcat~on that nothlng IS bemg done, and we hope that 
the education of the people wlll soon be completed along the 
lmes we advocate G A HERRING, Secretary 

ANN ARBOR, MICH. 
From Ann Arbor, Mlchtgan, comes the report of a meet- 

mng held by the wlves of unlverslty professors and 1nstru6 
tors, who are strongly behlnd the movement Literature 
was gwen out at thts meetmg, and the wlfe of an lnfluenttal 
faculty man read a paper whtch was very well recelved 

I t  1s necessary ln Ann Arbor, as ln other towns of that 
sue, to go slowly along wlth blrth control aptatton, for the 
people are consewatwe and there 1s the usual obstructlon 
from physlclans, especially those connected w t h  the Unl- 
versity hosp~tal 

ROCHESTER, N. Y. 
INCE T H E  FORMATION of the League, 56 men and S 180 women have been mtemewed on the great and 

humane questlon of contraceptlon SIX rneetlngs have been 
held, three of whtch were mass meetings, two were open 
forum meetmgs and one an excluswe woman's meeting 
Several parlor talks have also been held 

At these meetlngs, the legal, moral, medlcal, econormc and 
common sense aspects of blrth control were dealt wlth and 
much valuable ~nformabon was gleaned S~xteen different 
speakers have come to our platform The average attend- 
ance at these meetmgs was 650, enrolled membership 237 
112 letters have been recewed, some of wh~ch were pathetlc 
In the nature of appeals made 

A I HOUSER, Secretary and Treasurer 

BANGOR, ME. 
At the bepnnmg of last year, I attempted to organrze a 

birth control league In t h ~ s  clty I also prepared a publlc 
address on the subject But I am sorry to saj that I have, 
so far, faded ln my object From the very first, I met w ~ t h  
strenuous opposltlon from both the local papers, the clergy 
and nearly a soltd phalanx of the fifty or slxty practlctng 
physlclans here But I have succeeded In arouslng con- 
slderable Interest and causlng dxscusston of the subject ~n 
a soual way throughout the sty, and I hope for and expect 
some crystallzatlon of publlc oplmon ln the not &stant 
future. P E LUCE, M D 

TWO VIEWS O F  LOVE 

Father John A Ryan lays ~t down as 'a fundamental 
ethlcal prmc~ple" that sexual Intercourse for any other 
object than procreat~on 1s unnatural and "a perversion of 
the generatwe faculty on exactly the same moral level as the 
practlce of the solltary vice " 

However the Catholtc priesthood may look upon the most 
lntlmate relatlon of man and wlfe, there 1s no doubt that a 
great many people look upon thts as not only a procreative 
functlon but also a sacred and solemn expression of mutual 
love To them tt 1s a physlcal symbol of the splrrtual unlon 
Those who advocate blrth control are among the foremost 
to advocate a hardy self control and mutual conslderatlon m 
the sexual relatlonshtp In order to keep love pure and to 
translate at Into ~ t s  htghest values -Frank V Anderson 

FALL OF THE GERMAN BIRTH RATE 
In no country ln the world has such a decllne taken 

place Between 1900 and 1912, England shows a drop 
per 1,000 lnhabltants from 28 to 25, France from 21 t o  19, 
Germany from 35 to 29 Before the war, the German 
rate was approx~mately the same as that In England In 
19065, tn splte of the fact that the Englrsh movement 
had nearly twenty years' start -Adelyne More, Fectrndrty 
V e r w s  C~vthzatwn 
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LETTERS FROM WOMEN 
LETTER NO 8 

I HOPE YOU WILL forgwe the llberty I am takmg In 
wrltmg to you, but from what I have read of you I 
belleve you wlll be wlllmg to e v e  me the lnformat~on 

I seek 
My husband IS earnlng about eleven dollars per week as 

a tobacco salesman He has to pay h ~ s  own expenses, about 
two dollars and fifty cents a week out of that, and the bal- 
ance has to pay all the expenses lncldental to the keeplng 
of a famdy of five He has lost all the fingers of h ~ s  left 
hand In an acadent, so IS hand~capped when seeklng more 
remunerat~ve employment 

We ha\e three ch~ldren-one g ~ r l  of e~ght, one boy of five 
and the baby boy two years old I cannot see any future for 
any of them ~f our famlly Increases Have had three mlscar- 
rlages slnce the baby came, but my health w~ll  not stand that 
mdefin~tely, as I am not very robust to start w~th  

I t  1s not that I don't want any more bab~es, but that I 
cannot see that ~t 1s glvlng those I have a square deal by 
brlnglng more here to share the llttle we have Wlll any 
of them thank me ~f I have so many that I cannot equip 
them properly for the battle of Ilfe? Those are the plam 
facts that have to be faced I do not want to undermme 
my health that I cannot properly care for those I have, and 
I do not want to Increase the burden by havmg more, so 
can you, and wlll you, help me? Mrs A H M 

LETTER NO 9 
AM VERY MUCH In favor of b ~ r t h  control, as I 1 speak for myself I am the mother of nme ch ldren 

and ~f I could have prevented ~t w~thout  abort~on there 
would never have been so many Two of my chlldren 
were born In one year and two more only thtrteen months 
between No woman can stand that and do all her own 
work, and now I have to sew to help support them, as 
my husband 1s not able to do hard work, and my baby 
IS only 9 months I slncerely hope for myself that you 
can send me rnformat~on of some klnd so I wlll not be- 
come pregnant agaln, for I cannot ever stand to come 
through ~t agam, as my health IS not good and I am 42 
years old and certainly thlnk I have had my share of ~t 
Hop~ng  you wdl send me thls mformatlon, I remam. 

Very smcerely yours, Mrs H E B 

LETTER NO 10 

HAVE BEEN READING the B~rth Control Rev~ew 1 even to me by a fnend and have read ~t through two 
umes and am now wrltlng to you for help 

I am a marned woman wlth three bables I was marrled 
Sept 14, 1911 My oldest ch~ld IS a e r l ,  she w~ll be SIX 

years old In July The next one 1s a boy who w~ll  be four 
years old In July and the baby g.lrl wlll be two years old ln 
Aprll 21st 

I have my housework to do, my washmg and lronmg and 
care for my three bab~es and am now a month and a lrttle 

over a week on the way for another I have trled every- 
thing that I knew to do and everythrng any one else has told 
me but ~t d ~ d  no good I am so nervous I can hardly stand 
for my bables to come around, to talk to me or touch me 
It  makes my home l ~ f e  m~serable I have always been weak 
and s~ckly Even when a chdd I suffered wlth my left 
ovary It  1s very much enlarged and swollen all of the tlme 

I have spent all of my marr~ed hfe In trouble and worry 
and brlngmg chlldren Into the world and carmg for them 
I m~scarr~ed one last February, 1917, and agam In August, 
1917 I t  all together has made me a perfect wreck 

My husband says he wants no more bab~es but I have 
come to belleve he cares more for h ~ s  passlon than he does 
for me for he won't do anythmg to keep me from gettlng 
pregnant 

My husband IS a man who could glve me a good comfort- 
able home and make good money but he won't hold to h ~ s  
jobs when he gets one That keeps me worrylng myself to 
death all the t~me, for I am a woman of amblt~on and want 
to be domg something all the tlme 

I have always clalmed good fr~ends and many of them 
and been out ~n company all the tlme, but slnce I have been 
a marrled woman I have to stay at home with my bables for 
my husband says there IS no pleasure In gomg out and taklng 
bables 

I was 21 when I was marr~ed and am now 28 years old 
I marrled for love and a home for I wanted a home and 
bables, for I love them and a nlce home But I d ~ d  not 
marry for passlon or to be breed to death I would rather 
klll myself than to have any more 

Well, I guess I have told you enough to let you know, I 
surely have my hands full and enough troubles 

I would love to read your books on bmth control, and ~f 
you w~ll  gwe me any adv~ce or help I surely w~ll  do just 
what you tell me to do, for I do not want any more bables 

Please let me hear from you at once, as I just can't sleep 
and feel as ~f I m~ght do somethmg desperate, ~f there can't 
be somethmg done to help me, and for the sake of my three 
bab~es I don't want such a thmg to happen 

Your klndness w~ll be more than appreciated Please 
answer at once 

Very slncerely yours, 
Mrs D L M 

LETTER NO 11 

JUST TOOK TIME to wr~te you a few llncs to ask I you a klnd favor I have e~ght chlldren and 1 would 
llke to not have any more and I am In poor health and a 
poor worker, and I am f a d y  d~sgusted and worr~ed, and ~f 
you would wnte and tell me how I can do not to have any 
more, I would be a thousand ttmes obl~g~ng to you for your 
k~ndness Mrs J T 
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THE MALTHUSIAN DOCTRINE TO-DAY 
B y  C V Drysdale,  D Sc 

(Contmued from the last rssue ) 

S 0 MANY MISCONCEPTIONS and representations 
have been In c~rculat~on concerning Malthus and h ~ s  
doctrme that a few detads of h ~ s  hfe and work may 

first be gwen 
Thomas Robert Malthus was born 1x1 1766, at  the Rookery, 

near Dorkmg, In Surrey, and was prwately educated untd 
he went to Cambridge, In 1784, and graduated as nmth 
wrangler In 1788, bemg elected Fellow of Jesus College In 
the year 1797 He then recewed holy orders, and became 
curate of Albury, In Surrey A t  that tlme the flood of 
Utop~an ~ d e a s  followmg upon the French Revolut~on was at  
~ t s  he~ght, and M r  Damel Malthus, the father, was much 
mpressed w ~ t h  the wrltmg of Condorcet and of Goodwm, 
who, In hts "Pol~t~cal  Just~ce," sought to prove that human 
happ~ness was eas~ly attamable by just mst~tu t~ons  The 
son, however, d~sputed th~s ,  pomtlng out that Godwm and 
Condorcet had overlooked the d~ff~cul ty  of the expenswe 
force of populat~on, and h ~ s  father urged h m  to publ~sh h ~ s  
vlews In  1798, therefore, appeared anonymously the first 
e d ~ t ~ o n  of the "Essay on the P r ~ n c ~ p l e  of Populat~on," put- 
tmg forward the p r~nc~p le  that populat~on tended to Increase 
In a r a p ~ d  geometr~cal progression, whde food could only be 
~ncreased much more slowly, and poss~bly more nearly tn 
a steady or ar~thmet~cal  ratlo W ~ t h  t h ~ s  p r ~ n c ~ p l e  Malthus 
proceded to demonstrate the unsoundness of Condorcet'q 
and Godwm's mews, and thus began the confl~ct between the 
populat~on doctrme and ~ d e a l ~ s t ~ c  human~tar~an  schemes 
wh~ch has always caused ~t to be so detested by advocates 
of the latter 

ESPITE'  T H E  VEHEMENT attacks on h ~ s  work, D Malthus was able to refute all object~ons, and he 
greatly mcreased the value of h ~ s  Essay In later e d ~ t ~ o n s  by 
travelmg abroad and gleanrng first hand and h~s tor~ca l  evl- 
dence In favor of the ex~stence of powerful checks to popu- 
la t~on In the form of starvation, dmease, and war, on the one 
hand, or  of prudentla1 abstent~on from marrlage or avo~d- 
ance of chddb~rth, on the other The second e d ~ t ~ o n  of the 
Essay appeared In 1803, and 1804 Malthus marr~ed  MISS 
H a r r ~ e t  Eckersall, bemg soon afterwards appomted profes- 
sor of h~story and po l~ t~ca l  economy a t  Ha~leybury College 
The Royal Soc~ety elected h ~ m  a Fellow tn 1819, and he 
publ~shed a treat~se on pol~t~ca l  economy In 1820, and 
formed, w ~ t h  Grote, R~cardo, James M111, and Tooke, a Poll- 
t~ca l  Economy Club In 1821 H e  d ~ e d  from heart d~sease n 
1834, the latter part of hts l ~ f e  havmg been pr~nc~pally de- 
voted to the publ~cat~on of successwe edtt~ons of h ~ s  Essay 

Malthus's ltfe has been recogn~zed by all wrlters as  a 
most  deal one, and as bemg ~n perfect accord w ~ t h  h ~ s  prm- 
c~ples The anonymous, and by no means sympathet~c writer 
ln the "Encycloped~a Bntann~ca" says of h ~ m  

"Malthus was one of the most amable, cand~d and cul- 

tured of men In  all h ~ s  pr~vate relat~ons he was not only 
w~thout  reproach, but d~s t~ngu~shed  for the beauty of h ~ s  
character H e  bore popular abuse and mlsrepresentatlon 
w~thout  the shghtest murmur of sourness of temper The 
a m  of h ~ s  mqulrles was to promote the happmess of man- 
kmd, whxh could be better accompl~shed by polntlng out 
the real p o s s ~ b ~ l ~ t ~ e s  of progress than by mdulgmg In vague 
dreams of per fec t~b~l~ty  apart from the actual facts whxh 
cond~t~on human l ~ f e  " 

I t  wdl be observed that Malthus d ~ d  not marry before the 
age of thwty-nme, ~n conform~ty w ~ t h  h ~ s  own prmc~ples 
W e  do not know the age of h ~ s  w~fe ,  but there appear to 
have been only three chddren, two of whom surv~ved h ~ m  
The  tales wh~ch  are commonly told of h ~ m  as havmg had a 
large famdy are pure lnvent~ons 

W e  cannot do better than first to gwe the doctrme of 
Malthus In h ~ s  own words, a s  they not only show the clear- 
ness and moderat~on w ~ t h  wh~ch he stated ~ t ,  but also h ~ s  en- 
t ~ r e  freedom from the errors wh~ch are continually fastened 
upon h m  Here are a few extracts from the first chapter 
of the last ( s~xth)  e d ~ t ~ o n  of h ~ s  Essay, In wh~ch  I have 
~ t a l ~ c ~ z e d  the most lmpotant passages I t  opens as follows 

N AN INQUIRY concermng the improvement of soclety the I mode of conductmg the subject wh~ch naturally presents rt- 
self IS 

"I To lnvestrgate the causes whrch have h~therto rmpeded the 
progress of mankmd towards happrness and 

"2 To examrne the probabrlrty of the total or part~al removal 
of these causes In future 

"To enter fully Into thrs questron, and to enumerate all the 
causes that have hrtherto Influenced human Improvement, would be 
much beyond the power of an ~ndrvldual The prrncrpal object of the 
present essay a to examme the effects of one great cause lntunately 
un~ted w~th the very nature of man, wh~ch, though rt has been con- 
stantlv and powerfully operatrng srnce the commencement of soclety 
has been l~ttle not~ced by the wrrters who have treated thrs subject 
The facts whrch establrsh the exrstence of thrs cause have, mdeed, 
been repeatedly stated and acknowledged, but ~ t s  natural and neces- 
sary effects have been almost totally overlooked though probably 
among these effects may be reckoned a very consrderable proportion 
of that vrce and mrsery and of that unequal drstnbutron of the 
bountres of nature, whlch ~t has been the unceasing object of the 
enlightened ph~lanthroprst ~n all ages to correct 

"The cause to whrch I allude I S  the constant tendency rn all 
anrmated hfe fo Increase beyond the aounshmenf provcded for ct 

' I t  IS observed by Dr Franklrn that there 1s no bound to the 
prol~fic nature of plants or anunals but what 1s made by thew crowd- 
mg and Interference wrth each others means of subs~stence Were 
the face of the earth he says vacant of other plants ~t mrght be 
gradually sowed and overspread wrth one hnd onlv as for m- 
stance w~th fennel, and were ~t empty of other rnhabltants, ~t mrght 
rn a few ages be replenished from one natron only, as for Instance 
w ~ t h  Englishmen 

"Th~s m rncontrovertrbly true Through the anrmal and vege- 
table krngdoms Nature has scattered the seeds of hfe abroad w~th 
a most profuse and lrberal hand, but has been comparatrvely spar- 
rng In the room and the nourrshment necessary to rear them The 
germs of exrstence contamed rn thrs earth r f  they could freely de- 
velop themselves, would fill mllllons of worlds rn the course of a few 
thousand years Necessrty that rmpenous, all pervading law of 
nature, restrarns them wlthln the prescribed bounds The race of 
plants and the race of anlmals shrmk under thls great restnFtrve 
law and man cannot by any efforts of reason escape from rt 

( T o  be confrxued) 
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IS BIRTH CONTROL UNNATURAL? 

T HE ADJECTIVE "unnatural" 1s domg h e  servlce In 
the hands of our conservative and reactlonary fnends 

Any ldea or actlon that they do not Ilke, whlch goes agamst 
thew antiquated mode of thought or lngramed hablts, 
they stlgmatlze as "unnatural " If you should ask them 
to define the term "unnatural" or t o  explaln why an 
actton 1s unnatural, you would find them In a helpless 
state of confusion 

"To use any means to obvlate conceptlon 1s bad because 
~t 1s unnatural " Why 1s ~t unnatural 7 Because lt 1s arb- 
ficlal, because none of the lower anlmals do ~ t ,  because we 
never dld ~t when we were savages, when we lived m a 
state of nature 

But ~f by "unnatural" we are to understand anythlng 
that 1s art~ficlal, anythlng that the lower an~mals do not 
do and that we dldn't do when we were savages, then 
nrnety per cent of our actlons are unnatural 

If we cook our food, we do somethmg unnatural 
Nature does not know anythlng about cookmg food, and 
~f we are to eat naturally, we ought to eat all our food In a 
raw state If we envelope our bodles In clothing, we go 
agalnst nature and are dolng somethtng unnatural 

When we cut out a cancer from a person we are dolng 
somethlng unnatural We are dlstxnctly thwarting 
nature-tf we dld not cut out the tumor ~t would contmue 
to grow untd the person dled and hls would be a 
natural end All our campalps agalnst mosquitoes or 
flles are unnatural because we are trylng to thwart 
nature, to fight her and to frustrate her natural des~gns 

In short, by far the greater part of all the actlvltles 
of a c1vlllzed human belng are "unnatural" And the 
hlgher the clvlllzatlon, the more "unnatural" 1s our actlv- 
tty And ~t 1s because we can act unnaturally and go 
agamst nature that we have reached thls hlgh state or 
clvlllzatlon If we could only do "natural" thtngs, we 
should st111 be In the  state of the most prlmltlve savage 

Do not therefore be fnghtened and deterre6 from a 
certatn actlon because the sdly people, the shoalbralns 
mcapable of any thmklng, designate ~t as unnatural A 
so-called unnatural thing may be In the hlghest degree 
wlse, useful and beneficlent And to use a hyglenlc 
measure, or a chemtcal or mechanical appllcatlon for the 
purpose of preventing conceptlon 1s no more unnatural 
than 1s the use of thlngs for the prevention or cure of 
dlsease 

Crowdlng chtldren beyond the strength of the mother 
and earnlng power of the father breaks down the mother 
physically, crushes the splrlt of the father, stunts the 
children In all ways, prevents the normal development 
and happmess of everybody and creates materlal for sub- 
merged classes and soclal problems-Prof Robert I 
S P r w e  

A CHALLENGE TO WOMANHOOD 
By 0 Krhlstrom 

HE ONLY remedy for exlstlng soc~al evds 1s recon- T strucllon of humamty from the bottom. and lt 1s here 
where the blrth control movement fills ~ t s  place wlth 
honor I t  alms to mltlgate suffermgs and Increase happl- 
ness, ~t favors chlldren wlth healthy bodles and mrnds 
capable of intellectual Improvement, In short ~t stands fol 
quahty and not for quant~ty I ts  advocates are moved by 
altrulstlc motwes, they see a vlslon of a grander human- 
~ t y  whlch shall anse on the ashes of ours 

The opposers of the blrth control movement are mls- 
guldmg and decetvmg the great mass of Ignorant people 
They have not one slngle argument whtch would not 
vanlsh In the llght of reason and human~ty 

Women, what are you gomg to do? Are you In favor 
of free motherhood? Do you belleve ~t t o  be your sacred 
blrthr~ght 7 Do you want happler homes? Do you belleve 
In full equal~ty between the sexes? Then say so Thls 13 

your opportunity to volce a solemn protest agalnst thls 
Inhuman and most dlabollcal law concocted by a handful 
of bigoted pseudo-moralists-the man-made law whlch 
forblds dlssemlnatlon of knowledge pertalnlng to b ~ r t h  
control 

Demand the obllterat~on of thls Infamous law, whxch 1s 
a dlsgrace to your country, and an Insult to your sex 
Defy the power whlch 1s ever dolng ~ t s  best t o  keep you 
In subjection, a power that 1s the enemy of all progresslve 
Ideas 

KEEPING IT IN THE FAMILY 
By Dr A L Goldwater 

I recently conducted an lnqulry among two hundred 
marrled members of three New York medtcal socletles I 
found that, although the average length of marr~ed llfe 
was sixteen years, the average number of chlldren per 
fam~ly was less than one and a half 

Wlll these doctors clalm that no regulation was exer- 
clsed ~n them own cases 

Let us tear away the doak of hypocrisy w~th  whlch 
certaln memabers of the med~cal profession enfold them- 
selves, smugly complacent In the fact that they have 
suffic~ent knowledge for thelr own guidance, but too 
selfish or tnhfferent to e v e  ~t to others 

THE REAL IMMORALITY 
I t  1s more than lmmoral for huge fam~hes to become the 

burden of poor parents, whlle the nch can obtaln thelr 
phys~uan's services In the control of blrths As for the 
argument that many g d s  would become lmmoral were ~t 
not for the fear of pregnancy, I feel that ~t would be far 
better for a few more gr ls  to become ~mmoral wlthout any 
d l q t m a t e  ch~ldren bemg born, than for a large number of 
fatherless ch~ldren to be born yearly and countless glrls 
dnven to a l ~ f e  of prostltutlon, because of e~ther uncon- 
trolled passton or seduct~on by some man for whom there 
1s more lole than prudent feelmg -Claude T Smrth 
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HELP SUPPORT THIS MAGAZINE 

The Birth Control Review 
IS now mcorporated, and the par value of the stock IS Ten Dollars, fully paid and non-assess- 
able To own a share entalls no l~ab~lity, but carrles a vote on the p o k y  of the Rev~ew The 
price of a share IS w ~ t h ~ n  the reach of all Invest $10, $20, $30-as many as you can spare-- 
and help brmg blrth control withm the reach of the masses 

B~rth control has been misrepresented by ~ t s  opponents, We must undo that work The 
people must be educated, and the Rev~ew 1s the best med~um through wh~ch thls can be ac- 
compl~shed 

Send check or money order to 

Mrs. FRANCIS B. ACKERNANN, Treasurer, 
104 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 

For further ~nforrnat~on wr~te to 

MARGARET SANGER, 
104 F~FTH AVENUE NEW YORK CITY 

EDUCATION WILL BRING EMANCIPATION 

The Liberator 
A N E W  MONTHLY M A G A Z I N E  

Edlted by MAX EASTMAN 

One of tho ln;lloted lmbor men wntes f r ~ m  lml 
"Dsar Mar Ensfmaa 

The Llberetor 1s fine l You've 
oomc up stronger than ever, bleam you1 
Am lookmg forward to all John Reed's 
Rusmmn stuff-he 1s Got:n own reporter 
-got6 and 1maDnat10n 

The Liberator Boasts not only "God's 
own Reporter" as ~ t s  
exclus~ve Russ~an cor- 

respondent but Boardman Robmson, Ar t  Young, 
and Robert Mrnor as Caatoon~sts, Max Eastman as 
Edltor-ln-Chref, Floyd Dull, Arturo Gtovanntttt and 
Helen Keller among ~ t s  Edltors, and Amos Ptnchot, 
Morns Hdlqurt, and Ltncoln Sleffens, among ~ t s  con- 
mbutors 

Aprd number now ready, 15$ 
Send your sudsmptwn to-day $1 50 year 

Liberator Publishing Co. 
34 UNION SQUARE NEW YORK CITY 

A BARBAROUS VIEW OF CHILDHOOD 

It must be admitted that, under exist~ng circumstances, tt 
1s well-nlgh imposs~ble for poor people living m cities to 
properly bring up large fam~lies In the country the diffi- 
culty does not exist The farmer who has a house full of 
children can raise a large cotton crop ch~ldren, ar soos ar 
they are beyond the stage of anfamy, become a valuable asset 
to h ~ m  from an economcal pant of view-The Guardsan, 
publshed by the Cathokc Pubhcafaon Socrety of Lattle Rock, 
Arkonsm 

The forthcommg peace conference will undoubtedly 
call upon civ~lizatron to take away from men the dead') 
weapons used In the European holocaust Will ~t have 
the mtelltgence to demand that the women of the world 
be the ones armed-armed with knowledge of how to 
control the btrth rate and thus make humanlty too rare 
and precious ever to be sacrificed 1n another war? 

Three Boob by Margaret Sanger 
"THE CASE FOR BIRTH CONTROL" $115 pa& 

"WHAT EVERY GIRL SHOULD KNOW" 
.nd 

"WHAT EVERY MOTHER SHOULD KNOW" 
Tvcntg five vc Cam palpad 
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EDITORIAL C O M M E N T  

J UDGE JOHN STELK, of the Court of Domest~c Re- 
lat~ons, Ch~cago, has ~ssued a report of h ~ s  work m 
w h ~ h  he proves h~mself to be a genume human~tar~an 

and an except~onally enhghtened jur~st He advocates br th  
control, handles w~thout gloves the war baby problem and 
scores the hypocr~sy and meffic~ency of organued chanty 
The poor, overburdened mother has the r~ght, he aff~rms, to 
"guard agalnst another mouth to feed" The same knowl- 
edge that IS "g~ven out every day to her slsters In the higher 
walks of hfe" should be extended to her "I don't hes~tate 
to say," he declares, "that ~t 1s a thmg of sheer brutal~ty to 
compel a phys~cally deb~htated w ~ f e  to further burden her- 
self and soclety w ~ t h  defectwe offspring, as~de from the 
almost cr~mmal shortcommngs, w~th  attendant mlsery, v ~ s ~ t e d  
upon the latter I am of the optnlon that some day the en- 
tire questlon wdl be cons~dered by the Federal Government " 
So far as we know, he drew h ~ s  conclus~ons d~rectly from 
the problems he was called upon to solve In the Court of Do- 
mestlc Relat~ons We regard lt as only a matter of tlme 
before all thmkmg persons w ~ t h  the mterests of soc~ety at 
heart wdl hold s~mdar mews But ~t IS grat~fymg to find a 
judge In the vanguard of progress, usually men of h ~ s  call- 
mg are among the last to fall In h e  We shall have more 
to say about Mr Stelk, of Ch~cago, In a subsequent Issue 

ORD HAS COME that Dr Ben Re~tman has lost W h ~ s  appeal m the h~gher courts of Ohlo He was 
first t r~ed about a year ago and conv~cted of pvmg out b~r th  
control leaflets HIS sentence, now aff~rmed, was SIX 

months in the workhouse and a fine of $~,ooo Cleveland 
newspapers state that he began to serve t h ~ s  outrageous jad 
term on March 18 I t  1s to be regretted that no mentlon was 
made of h ~ s  case in the report of the Cleveland league 
pr~nted elsewhere In t h ~ s  Issue Dr Re~tman does not 
appear to have rece~ved the full local support to wh~ch any 
~ d e a l ~ s t  batthng In t h ~ s  cause was surely ent~tled 

0 FFICIAL FRANCE 1s crymg for more chddren to fill 
the places of those who have been slam But the people, 

mhtar~zed and stricken econom~cally, are unable properly to 
care for all those who come Into the world as ~t IS Let two 
~nc~dents recorded In recent Pans newspapers demonstrate 
the pomt LOUIS Maffert, one of the ed~tors of the patrlotlc 
La Vtctowe, wrltes as follows "We are certa~nly too fond 
of formulas When we d~scover a pharse wh~ch 1s appl~c- 
able to a problem, we repeat ~t w~th  unweaned zeal We say 
sanct~mon~ously to every woman 'Have chddren 1' and the 
day before yesterday two poor g~rl-mothers armed at my 
offtce, at nme o'clock In the evenmg, w ~ t h  two new-born 
mfants They were w~thout food, w~thout money, w~thout 
shoes and w~thout lodgmg The hotels never seem to have 
rooms for unfortunates of thew kmd We d ~ d  our best for 
them and finally turned them over to the Samt Sulp~ce home 
But, all the same, such thmgs ought not to happen " Agam, 
the Soc~al~st newspaper, PHumancte, tells how a father, 
mother and four young children, unable to meet the~r  obh- 

gat~ons, were d~spossesed In m~d-wmter not by a flmty- 
hearted bourgeo~s landlord, but by a munlt~ons concern con- 
trolled by the Mmstry of War, on whose property the~r  poor 
lodpng was located Had the parents pract~sed b~rth  con- 
trol, the repopulat~on of France would have suffered, but 
they probably would have been financ~ally able to cope w ~ t h  
the~r  ironical tragedy 

E WISH THAT WE had ava~lable space In t h ~ s  W maganne to record every case of w ~ f e  murder and 
mfantmde occurrmg as a result of unrestr~cted ch~ldbear- 
mg Every month sees scores of such traged~es In the 
Un~ted States, only a small proport~on of wh~ch are con- 
s~dered suff~c~ently sensat~onal to be played up In the news- 
papers Of the thousands that take place in other countries 
we, of course, hear noth~ng We have before us accounts of 
two ~nc~dents wh~ch ~llustrate the extremes of the problem 
The b~rth  of a seventh ch~ld In a povertj-str~cken Itahan 
home In New York C~ty  rendered the father temporardy 
mane  He stamped up and down the room where h ~ s  w ~ f e  
was lymg In bed, muttermg In h ~ s  despa~r, then drew a 
k n ~ f e  and stabbed at the baby The mother threw herself 
across the l~ttle body and recened a mortal wound Horn- 
fied the man fled In a New Jersey suburb of Greater 
New York, a m~ddle-aged mother w ~ t h  a boy of s~xteen and 
and a glrl of eleven gave b~rth  to a th~rd  g ~ r l  T h ~ s  was an 
eventual~ty which she had pla~nly not figured upon She 
brooded untd her mmd was affected W ~ t h  a small quantltv 
of chloroform bought at the drug store, she ended her baby's 
l ~ f e  When placed under arrest, she stated that she had felt 
herself "unable to rawe the chdd properly," that her everv- 
day domest~c work had become too form~dable for her to 
cope w~th  Can any one doubt that t h ~ s  was a case of un- 
wanted pregnancy By every d~ctate of reason, knowl- 
edge of how to prevent conceptton should have been 
ava~lable for her, no less than for the murdered Itahan 
mother w~th  her seven bab~es produced In blmdness and ~ g -  
norance and probably In all too rap~d succession to each 
other 

E CALL ATTENTION to the prospectus on another W page of The New York Woman's Pubhshmg Com- 
pany, Inc T h ~ s  new organnat~on IS composed of 

fifteen women, who propose to leave no stone unturned to 
put The Bwth Control Revsew on a financ~al bass Applxa- 
tlon for papers of mcorporatlon has been made, and $10,000 
worth of stock w~ll be offered to the publ~c at $10 a share 

When t h ~ s  magazme resumed publ~cat~on last December, 
we prmted an appeal for help and told our subscr~bers that 
the contmued ex~s ten~e  of the only organ of the brth con- 
trol movement 1x1 Amer~ca depended upon thew co-operatcon 
The response was almost n~ l ,  but we have struggled along 
through the wmter at a financ~al loss The l~ttle group that 
has borne the burden cannot do so mdefin~tely If YOU 
want your magazme to Iwe, buy at least one share and urge 
your fr~ends to do hkew~se It IS a case of now or never 


