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BIRTH CONTROL ORGANIZATIONS I N  FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES 

The Federation of Neo-Malthusian Leamen, 
Dr Akce Dt$sd%le Virkery, President 

C~NSTINJINT BODIZS 
ENGLAND (1877) -The Malthusian League Secretary, Dr Bmn~e 

Dunlop, Queen Anne's Chambers, Westmmster, London, S W 
Penodtcal, The Malthuslon 

HOUAND (168.5) -De N~euw-Malthuslaansche Bond Secretary, Dr 
J Rutgers, 9 Verhulststraat, Den Haag Pu~odlcal, Het Gel- 
Iukksg Huugemn 

GB~MANY (1888) -Sozd Harmonrsdre Verem Secretary, Herr M 
Hausme~ster, Stuttgart PenoLcai, Ihc Somale Hannonu 

F m c s  (1885) 4 Hardy, 28 Rue PlxCrCcourt, Parm Perlod~cal, 
GhCratahon Consnmte_ 

SPAIN (1904) -Llga Espanola de Regenerac16n humana Secretary, 
S d o r  LUIS Bul5. Calle Provenza 177. Pr2l la, Barcelona 
Penod~cal, S o l d  y Fuerza 

B ~ u a u ~  (1906) - L p e  Nko-Malthuslenne Secretary, Dr Fernand 
Mascaux, Echevm, Courcelles P a l o d d ,  GCdrntwn Con- 
scunte a7 rue de la Dde ,  Pans XX 

SWIIZEWU~ (1908) 4 r o u p e  Malthus~m Secretary, Valmtm 
Graqdlean, 106 Rue des Eaux-V~ves, Geneva Pu1od1d, la 
Vse lntlme 

BOHEMIA-Avs- (1901) -Secretary, M ~ d a e l  Kacha, 1164 Zuhov, 
Prague Zadruhy 

Pomc&-E S~lva, Jun~or, L da Menorla, 46 r/e, Lsbon Pen- 
o d d ,  PM e Lsberdode 

B w n  (1905) -Secaon hrasllena de propaganda Secretaries, 
Manuel Moscosa, Rua de'Bento P~res  29, San Pahlo, Antonlo 
Domm~ Rua V~zeande de Moran a p e  25, b o  de Janerm 

CUBA ( 1 9 0 7 ~ ~ e c c 1 6 n  de propaganda G e t a r y ,  Jose GuarLola, 
Empedrado 14. Havana 

SWEDEN (1911) -Sallshpet for Humamtar Bamalstrmg P r u t  
dent, Mt Hmke Bergegren Vanadrsvken 15, Stockholm V a  

~ M I S H  B H ~ U M  (1812) -Nat~onal Verbond ter Regelmg om het 
Kmdertgl Presxdent, M L van Brussel, Rue de Cad, 70, 
Lougm 

ITALY (1913) -Legs Neomalthuslana Itallana Secretary, Dr Lutgr 
Berta, Vta Lamarmora 28, Turm P e n o d d ,  L'Educmne 
Sessualc 

A m u - L q u e  NCo-Malthus~enne, Mamn du Peuple, 10 Rampe 
Ma%=% &a 

BIRTH CONTROL CENTERS I N  T H E  UNITED STATES 
ANN Anaon, MICE-Mrs. L A Rhoadu, 1318 Forest Court 
BANG% M%-Dr P E Luce, 40 Cmtral Street 
BOSTON, MASS-The Bsrth Control League of Massachusetts, 687 

Boylston Street Mrs Oakes Ames, pres~dent 
 CHIC^ ILL.-The Cstwed Commrttee on Pnmdy Lsmstatwn Dr 

RacheUe Yarros. Hull House. cha~rman 
G~VELAND, 0mc- he Bsrth conirol ~ e a g n e  of Ohw MIY L d l m  

Browneblf, 8818 Prospect Avenue, secretary 
G%uvevs 0610--The Buth Control Lewue o f  Columbus Arthur 

G h 1 4  XIJM Tuller Street, prundmt - - 
hmm, COL--Mrs May Courtney Wey. 1633 Court Placr 
DEmtr, MICE -Dr Anna Karlm, 161 Canfield Avenue 
BJZAEEIH CITY. N C-Mr and Mrs. W 0 Saundus 
Hmmmmc, Pa-George A H e m g ,  2436 Reel S r e k  
It\nrPom, ~ N N  -Henry P Fletcher, Room M, 647 Mam Street 
JOENS~WN, PA-Mrs M T Huple, Box 636. 

Los ANGPLES, CAL-Dr T Perc~val Gerson 
IIIIlO-s, MINN-The Msnwapol~~ Bsrth Control LCague Mrs 

Helm C Thornsen, 1U)8 Vincent Avenue, N , secretary 
NEW ORLEANS, LA-H G Shockley, 488 Delaronde Street 
NEW YORK-The Earth Control L e a p  of New Ymk, 104 Wfth Ave. 

Mrs Eugene Stone, pres~dent. 
T h  Comnuttee of One Thousand Dr Ira S Wlle. 230 West ~ - 

97th Str& &a~rman. 
The N a t s d  Bath Control Leagun 200 Flfth Avenue 

Mrs. Amos P~nchot,  Execuhve Secretary 
The Woman's Commsttce of O w  Hundred Mrs. Amos P~nchot 

chauman, 200 F ~ f t h  Avenue 
Pmlrssv~~ls ,  OH-rge E Allen, 1% South State Street 
P ~ m o c n q  N Y -Mrs Ruth htt, East Patchogoe. 
PA-s. N 1-Wdham D Walker. 1138 Mad~son Avenue. 

--- -. ... -~ .. ~. -. - - - . .  
W I ~  MIY Clarence Renshaw, 117 Lnden Avr, Edgewood, 

P O ~ N D ,  OE-T~C Bsrth Control League of Portland 
H C Dekker, 651 Ellmtt Avenue, pres~dent  

ROCHESTEP, N Y -A I Howser, 287 Parsells Avenue 
ST Lovls, Ma-Clara Taylor, WB3 Page Avenue. 
ST PAW MINN -The Mannesota State Bwth Control League 

seciy 

Mrs. 
N M Thygeson, 894 Laurel Avenue, general cha~mai  

SAN Fumasco, &-The Bwth Control League of Son Frannrco. 
239 Geary Street @rgaret McGovern, prundenr 

S E A ~ U  WASH -The Seattle Bsrth Control Leaaue Munue h e r .  
19 West Thomas Street, secretary 

SPOKANE, WASH -Mrs Ldhan Fassett, 2127 Paafic Avenur 
S U M M ~ ,  N J -Rev Frankl~n C Doan. 
T ~ ~ N T ~ N ,  N J -Dr Lems Augustus Young, '28 South Broad Street 
WASHINGTON D C-The BWth Control League of fha hhci of 

~olumbrc; Mrs Anna Wexler, 14W 9 Street, N W. prcs~dent 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

We have to announce that Ellza- 
beth Stuyvesant and Fredenck A 
Blossom, Ph D,  have reslgned 
from The Blrth Control Revlew 

Elizabeth Stuyvesant 1s now de- 
voting her merges  to the suffrage 
movement 

Fredenck A Blossom IS now 
~denbfied wtth the Socialist Party 
and the soclal work of the Rand 
School, ln New York Ctty 

W e  take t h ~ s  opportunity of 
thanklng these two former co-work- 
ers for thelr devobon to the move- 
ment whde they were wlth us, and 
wlsh them success m them new un- 
dertaklngs The Editors 
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AN APPEAL TO OUR READERS 

T HE CONTINUED publtcotum of thw magamw de 
pendc upon the support you are roiUIng to gsve us 
k t  yew was a year of ogrtat- yeur o f  

clrnm, arrests, frrds, m r t s  and pnron sentences, a yeur of 
mtwnal publwdy I n  thw movement, as sn all others, 
many flocked to the cause durang the tame of publwsty d 
feu away when publrcrty ceased The buth control move 
ment wos partccularly unfortunate, bemuse rts fwward 
march was hdtdd by the entry of thw country snfo ths 
Europem war 

Nevertheless, those of us who started thw agatatm be- 
laeve as strongly as we d d  an the begannmg that barth con- 
trol w the most fundomental wsue befwe the A m n  
people t o w  W e  cannot afford to n e g h t  rt, even whils 
we are paswg through the temporayl tnal of war The 
Laws ogarnst the dmemanutum of bwfh control knowledge 
remavn upon the statute books and must be chnged I t  
hm been left to a few of us to keep u p  the fight for thew 

The publtcotm of t h e  m a g m e  w one of the most rm- 
porfant oontrc3utrons to the movement But r t  ccriU become 
an rmpom31e burden to those who are publuhrng st u h s  
you, zts readers, will wwk unth us for sts contvnuutwn 
You cian do thw by 

(1) Contn3utag what you can eoch m t h  to a suaf~n- 
ang fund, fw the perrod of a year or 

( 2 )  Obtaanung at least five new subscrc3ers w 
(3)  Ordervng from us bundles of ten or mwe copes o f  

the magamw for chstn3utwn *n your netghbwhood 
Your response d l  determme the prompt appearance of 

the nezt uunce W e  belwve vn the absolute wcessrty of keep- 
~ n g  thw magazane ahve W e  belaeve rn ats future and tlre 
' s e m e s  st c m  render to the w e  of wornon's freedom 
both dumng and after the war I f  you have the same fatth, 
you (DiU mt d e b  Sn leftwag us hear from you W e  nesd 
the enwuragement 

repeal T H E  EDITOER 

WOMAN, REBELLIOUS! 

T HE DRIFT of the world toward liberty is nowhere 
more evldent than in the amazing alteration 1x1 

the posltion and activities of women The posi- 
tion of woman 1s the last stronghold of conservatism 
Herein custom reigns supreme,-tradibon, the ways of 
the forefathers But thls stronghold has been attacked 
And it IS indeed tune that justice was done to one-half 
of human kind Is it not enough that whereas it takes 
man but twenty-one years to attain his majority, it has 
taken woman twenty-one centuries ? 

I t  is an age of Fermnism Laws are bang altered for 
woman's benefit Government 1s on the verge of raQcal 
change by her parkipation Our mdustnal system has 
forced her to the front more and more She can no more 
be numbered among man's chattels Her equality, ~f not 
in likeness, then in unlikeness, is bemg universally taken 
for granted She no longer depends upon man for her 
bread Millions of women workers fill the factones 
Countless numbers are employed m minor posittons ln 
trade They teach, they wnte, they paint, they slug 
The woman who works is no longer an excephon, she IS 

a usual type 
But it is as the whole world changes that woman's 

posibon change She is oh the f img lme She is the 
sensitwe human barometer of change Indeed, we can 
measure civhzatton by the steps taken by woman toward 
liberty 

And now that the law recognms her as a self centered 
mdividnal, not mcorporated in another personality, not 
merged in the family, not the property of the father or 
the shadow of rhe husband, but an independent legal 
unit, she 1s assertmg that m h d u a h t y  and demandmg 

Wanner 

complete freedom, full choice of all the g-dts of lde, and 
free control of her own destmy 

The introduction of woman mto mdustnal life, which 
was the first step toward her economic independence, 
was the result of the revolubon in industry occasioned 
by the invenbon and introducbon of machmery Ma- 
chmery multiplied and facilitated producbon More 
workers were demanded to feed these machines than the 
labor of man could furnish But havlng attamed, almost 
m like measure m t h  man, economic mdependence, and 
havmg, in rubbing shoulders with the world and meetmg 
and conquenng its problems, acquued vision and desire, 
woman has developed mto the next s t a g e t h e  stage of 
discontent, of cnbcal and intelligent discontent m t h  the 
confused conhtions that surround her on every side m 
her struggle under the present system of 11vmg And so 
we have the new type, the progressive and world-movmg 
type-woman, rebellious I 

H E  OSCILLATION of the pendulum from qui- T escence has brought a s w d  and permanent 
change Woman demands the prerogabve of choice 
which man has always arrogated to himself Demand- 
ing and bang refused, she goes onward to the next step 
toward seizing what is refused to her, by defying In 
action those who have the power to deny her From 
Becky Eddsohn, the first hungerstrlker in Amenca, and 
Ethel Byrne to the present day suffrage martyrs, she is 
makmg the great crusade of the ages for the absolute 
control of her own soul and body Particularly, mus+ 
she fight for her own body, to own it and care for it and 
use it accordmg to her own high desire and purpose 

~ ~ w b o r  P w  In 



ON CHANGING THE LAW 
By Carolzne Nelson 

N O W  THAT W E  are talkmg somuch democracy, 
it would be well to repeal the laws which pre- 
vent women from controllmg them own bod~es 

The Amencan people have had noth~ng to do w ~ t h  the 
writmg of these absurd laws upon them statute books 
The object~onable leg~slat~on was sneaked through about 
40 years ago, by the "wardheelmg" pol~tmans of the day 
England had s ~ m ~ l a r  laws, but they could not stand day- 
hght and publictty and they faded away just about the 
t m e  that ours bloomed mto statute hfe 

Women were not perm~tted to say a word, one way 
or the other, when laws des~gned to prevent them from 
regulatmg their motherhood funct~on were drawn up, 
voted upon, s~gned and placed In operat~on by undemo- 
cratlc men 

But said laws are for the protect~on of soc~ety, declares 
the would-be statesman Do they, then, protect soclety7 
Protect ~t from what? From degeneracy? On the con- 
trary, the laws wh~ch  make ~t a crlme to d~ssemmate 
harmless methods of blrth control glve us an army of 
decent cltlzens who dare not marry and establ~sh homes, 
for fear that more ch~ldren will come along than they can 
care for As a d~rect  consequence, ~ l l i c ~ t  relat~onsh~ps of 
all kmds flour~sh Red light distr~cts spread d~sease and 
demoral~zation, from wh~ch  young boys and girls are 
not safe Half a m ~ l l ~ o n  women are drmen yearly Into 
the hands of abort~on~sts, whence they emerge crippled 
e~ther  in body or mind, or both Hosts of deficient per- 
sons are born of mothers whose cond~t~on is such that it 
1s tmposs~ble for them to gwe hfe t o  healthy offspring 

Furthermore, the parent is expected not only to create 
lde, but to cultivate it In our modern soclety, it takes a t  
least 18 long years to nurse a human bemg to the point 
where he or she can take hls place in the world, w ~ t h  
cred~t  to hmself and the world The c ~ t ~ z e n  who calls 
for reckless and unl~m~ted breedmg, as a means of m- 
creasmg the race, is e~ther  an ~mpract~cal fanat~c, or 
back In his head there 1s the fear that his own selfish 
schemes may mlscarry unless there is a large, ~gnorant, 
degraded populat~on to be used m h ~ s  interest The vi- 
s o n  of t h ~ s  brand of cltlzen 1s so blurred and distorted 
that ~t 1s he, and not the advocate of b ~ r t h  control, who 
1s a menace to the race 

VERCROWDING IS fatal even to an~mals W h ~ l e  0 the flow of the human race has been from the East 
westward, out Into the valleys and open pralnes, untd 
mankmd has c~rcled the globe, and the ever mcreasmg 
populat~on of the Pac~fic coast of Amer~ca looks across 
apprehensively a t  the hordes of the Onent-the tide of 
human enl~ghtenment has always flowed from the West 
eastward I t  was among the mhabitants of sparsely pop- 
ulated Western Europe that the germ of democracy was 

developed, and ~t was in the th~n ly  settled New England 
Colon~es that it first found a soil in wh~ch  it could grow 
Smce then, it has been a tussle between the minds de- 
veloped In the crowded East and those developed on the 
open prames and mountains of the West, as to whether 
democracy should be perm~tted to grow beyond its mn- 
fant~le stage 

I t  was a very sparsely settled state that first gave 
women the vote Our greatest President, Abraham Lm- 
coln, came from the western prames And when I say 
"West," I care not where that part~cular West may have 
been at any part~cular t~me,  whether on the plams of 
Central Europe 500 years ago, or our Atlant~c seaboard 
200 years ago, or In Illlno~s 60 years ago True, great 
reformers must necessarily arise wherever there 1s 
crowded degradat~on, but the degraded crowd ~tself  in 
such local~t~es, IS always ready to cry, through its pr~ests 
"Cruc~fy h ~ m  I Cruc~fy h ~ m  1'' 

Civil~zat~ons have flour~shed upon t h ~ s  globe, now here 
and now there, and they have gone down scarcely leav- 
Ing a trace beh~nd The causes contr~but~ng to thew dls- 
appearance may have been numerous But we are at 
least certam that Idle luxury on one side, and crowded 
poverty on the other, have never failed to do their deadly 
work 

H E  WORKINGWOMAN cannot Ignore her own T respons~b~l~ty She must not allow blmd nature 
to lead her to the pomt where she is surrounded by a 
brood of offspring, which she is unable either to feed or 
clothe And, to the eternal cred~t  of the workingwoman, 
I believe that, once she 1s informed of the facts, she wdl 
accept any punishment, even death, In preference to com- 
mlttmg the crlme of becommg an irresponsible mother 

Amer~ca is the only country whxh makes ~t a felony 
to g ~ v e  out birth control informat~on Nevertheless, the 
upper circles In American hfe un~versally practlce b ~ r t h  
control Each college graduate is said to average one- 
thmd of a daughter and one-fourth of a son The law is 
a farce to them Are Amencan leg~slators then so stupid 
as to belleve that the nat~on can be strengthened by 
forcmg the least healthy and mtell~gent mothers to breed 
whde the more independent prudently refram If they 
do belleve th~s ,  they must expect to create an improved 
race out of the forces of meff~c~ency, weakness and cre- 
dulity-a manifest absurd~ty I t  should be added that 
under t h e ~ r  regime, democracy can be of little reality, for 
democracy demands a nat~on of uniformly strong and 
sturdy members 

Instead of callmg b ~ r t h  control among the poor and 
deficient a cnme, ~t should be preached to them as a 
sacred duty The laws must be changed 
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Dram* 6J Conel l .  Bans 

STATUS OF BIRTH CONTROL CASES Byrne and charged w ~ t h  d~ssemmat~ng br th  control mfor- 

In connectton w ~ t h  the suppression of the Brownsvdle 
birth control clmc, two charges were filed agalnst Ethel 
Byrne - I For d~ssem~natmg mformat~on on b~rth  control, 
2 For a ~ d ~ n g  Fanla Mmdell In sellmg "What Every G ~ r l  
Should Know" Mrs Byrne was conv~cted In the Court of 
Specla1 Sess~ons on the first charge and was sentenced to 
30 days In the workhouse She went on a hunger str~ke, 
was pardoned by Governor Wh~tman of New York and re- 
leased The second charge was d~sm~ssed, followmg the 
reversal of Fanla Mmdell's convlctlon for sellmg "What 
Every G ~ r l  Should Know " 

Margaret Sanger was arrested at the same tune as Ethel 

matlon As soon as she was released on bad, Mrs San- 
ger reopened the c l ~ n ~ c  She was rearrested and charged 
wtth "ma~ntammg a publ~c nulsance " She was conv~cted 
m the Court of Specla1 Sess~ons on the first charge and sen- 
tenced to 30 days m the workhouse, wh~ch term she served 
She nevertheless appealed the case The Appellate DIVI- 
slon aff~rmed the convlctlon, but a new appeal 1s now pend- 
Ing In the h~ghest court In New York State The second 
charge, that of malntamng a pubhc nulsance, was re- 
moved by order of Judge Hylan from the Court of Specla1 
Sessions to the County Court, to permlt of a jury trial 
Thrs case 1s now pendmng, actlon apparently awartmg the 
decwon of the h~ghest court on the first count 
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THE SPIRITUAL ASPECT OF BIRTH CONTROL 
By Maude Durand Edgren 

A F E W  WORDS, first, about the morality of b ~ r t h  
control, for ignorantly and unfortunately, the 
idea of b~rth  control has been associated with m- 

moral~ty 

Theodore Roosevelt emphastzes the Important duty to 
one's country of keeping up the number of ~ t s  populabon, 
and thls duty he puts on the shoulder of those able to 
produce and care for sound, healthy, offsprmg Obv~ously 
~t 1s the duty of the race to human~ty to keep the populahon 
regulated m a normal, healthy and progresswe manner 
When the wealthy, educated and eccleslastlcal members 
of soc~ety neglect to reproduce the adequate number of 
offspnng for the good of the society of whlch they form a 
part, they are immoral They are neglectmg a splntual 
duty They are putting selfish mdulgence ahead of com- 
munlty welfare Such people, ~n my opmon, are m o r a l  
and are practicing immoral b~rth  control, no matter how re- 
hg~ously they are llving up to all the convenbons of so- 
aety and the church 

On the other hand, the poor familles who are breedlng 
dseased offspnng or more children than they can s u p  
port m a healthy, normal, sanitary manner are ~mmoral 
Them 1s the m o r a l i t y  of ignorance--ignorance of the 
laws of bwth control Any mst~tubon encouragmg such 
over-production of offspnng is m o r a l  

The State itself is not free from blame regarding these 
thmgs A State that allows its c~tlzens already born to suf- 
fer pnvabons and become exposed to unhealthful and crun- 
ma1 env~ronments is unmoral A State that does not pro- 
tect the nghts of helpless baby utuens 1s m o r a l ,  even to 
brutality Would ~t not Increase and improve the popula- 
tlon enormously ~f the State snatched every infant out of 
dlseased and sorhd env~ronments and supplied it w ~ t h  
everything a normal, healthy, growing baby clt~zen needed 
nursmg, educabon, comforts, recreabon up to the bme he 
or she could be self-supportmng? 

Thus, the State itself, the wealthy, the educated, the un- 
married eccleslast~cs are all, generally spealung, sh-g 
from their duty to humanlty in respect to producing and 
reanng healthy, desirable cltlzens They are all m o r a l  
and most of them are indulgmg ln the ~mmoral use of 
birth control 

OOSEVELT calls the poorer and more unfortunate R members of our population the "Submerged Tenth," 
perhaps because they are unable to nse above the depressing 
clouds of fear, ignorance and poverty settled about them 
Workers for the welfare of humanity should ever be on the 
alert to send rays of llght through these heavy clouds Even 
Roosevelt admlts that to this class, perhaps, birth control 
would be a benefit Indeed, teachmg these people the 
knowledge of the laws of birth control IS not only adnsable 
and moral, but necessary to the welfare of the race A 

new-born babe has nghts wh~ch defecbve parents would 
be unable to gwe hlm And I£ we knew a ltttle more about 
the laws of Karma and Reb~rth, we could p lady  see that 
chlldren born into unfortunate environments often had bet- 
ter far never have been born at all 

Thts brmgs us to the deeper sp~ritual aspect of the mat- 
ter It IS a mlstake to thmk that when parents gwe birth 
to a ch~ld, In so dolng they create a new soul The soul, 
or spmt, of the new-born babe 1s a dmne spark, Lvmely 
created I t  is blasphemy to suppose that mere human be- 
ings could do anything so wonderful All parents can pos- 
slbly do 1s to produce the ch~ld's body, ~ t s  phys~cal abode 
durlng thls particular earth llfe Even thts phys~cal body 
the parents would be unable to furnlsh ~f ~t were not for 
the seed atom suppl~ed by the lncomlng soul itself Actually 
the parents supply the soil tn wh~ch, or out of which, the 
seed atom grows Into a human, physical form Thts seed 
atom 1s the property of the coming ch~ld I t  1s enttrely m- 
dependent of the parents, but before the ch~ld can begm an 
earth life, its seed atom must take root and grow In the 
body of a mother The mother, therefore, 1s the gate 
through whlch an indmdual enters a new life on earth 
When a mother refuses to help bulld a body for an m&- 
vidual desmng to enter an earth l ~ f e  through her body she 
1s depnving that lndlvidual of her assistance in the matter 
She is by no means kllling that mhwdual, who may galn 
a body through the help of some other mother If a mother 
refuses adm~ttance to an undesirable bemg she is nght ln 
so doing and benefits humanlty thereby There are all clas- 
ses of individuals clamoring to get through these woman 
bodm It is for the mother to stand on guard lest the un- 
worthy enter 

pure 

MOTHER can determine what sort of ch~ld she 
w ~ l l  give b r t h  to A woman whose thoughts are 

and noble and whose ltfe 1s devoted to the upllft of 
humanity would, by the law of attractlon, draw to her a 
chlld with simllar mcllnattons The attitude of a mother's 
mlnd lust prior to the recept~on of the seed atom 1s all 
Important In determining what sort of chdd she w ~ l l  
brlng Into the world A fit of temper or violent passion 
at  thls sacred moment leaves the gateway unguarded and 
Invites the wrong sort of entity to enter Women are 
shouldenng a tremendous responsibility, and the sooner 
they learn all there 1s to know about ~ t ,  the better ~t IS 

gomg to be for the comlng generation 

Before a human bemg is reborn into an earth hfe, he or 
she is perm~tted to choose certam parents No one can 
choose an environment wh~ch IS not deserved, or prewously 
earned ln another hfe We are told that there are many 
high-class people bemg kept out of l ~ f e  on earth because 
no worthy parents w ~ l l  supply bodies for them On the 
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BIRTH CONTROL AND WOMAN'S HEALTH 
By Margaret Sanger 

N E  OF T H E  first quest~ons asked by women 
desirous of contraceptive information, 1s "Will 
the knowledge of birth control, when put rnto 

prahce, injure the health of e~ther  the man or the 
woman 7" 

The conclusion arnved at by some of the most p roment  
authonues on the subject is to the effect that there are 
safe and reliable means of controlling birth which will 
not injure the health of either the man or the woman 

Among these emment authorities may be included such 
men as Dr Havelock Ellis, Dr Hector Treub, Professor 
Forel, Dr Iwan Bloch, Dr Anton Nystrom, Dr A Jacoby, 
formerly Pres~dent of the American Med~cal Assoc~ation, 
and Dr Will~am J Robinson, who, in his book on the 
"Lmtahon of Offspring" challenges any physician or gyne- 
colog~st to produce "a smgle case," in whlch dsease or in- 
jury resulted from modem methods of b~r th  control 

Not only are we fortunate in possessmg the opimons of 
the best known m e d d  authonties, but we are also fortunate 
m possessmg histoncal facts collected In Holland and New 
Zealand, where for years the knowledge of birth control 
has been dssemmated among the working class women 

In these two countnes we find the women largely free 
from so-called "female complamts" common to the women 
of the Umted States There are two practical reasons for 
this The first one is the fact that women go to the birth 
control clmc for instruct~on and mformation, thus gIving 
the nurse the opportun~ty to detect any a~lment or mc~pient 
disease, which, ~f present, is promptly treated by a spe- 
cialist The second reason is, that owlng to scientific 
knowledge of birth control, women are saved from the 
deterlorating and ghastly effects of abortion, wh~ch so 
many women of the United States frequently undergo 

Military statistics of Holland prove that the average 
stature of the male c~tizens has increased by four inches 
durmg the thirty years since the first birth control clinic 
was opened in Amsterdam 

We also learn from stakskcs m Holland for 1912 that the 
death rate m Amsterdam, wh~ch, m 1881, was 25 I, had fal- 
len m 1912 to 11 2, the lowest death rate reported of all l~sts 
subm~tted. The infant mortality, which m 1881 was 203. 
had fallen in 1912 to 64- These statistics, together w ~ t h  
numerous other reports, which for want of space cannot be 
related, prove conclusively that the scienthc applicakon of 
birth control among the working class has resulted m a 
racial improvement 

N t h ~ s  country our stupid and puntamcal laws have been 1 thecause of more than fifty ftyhouond annual deaths re- 
sultmg from abortions These laws have caused hundreds 
of thousands of women to drag out a fukle existence due to 
nervous exhauskon from too frequent ch~ld-beanng These 

laws are responsible for the birth of chddren tamted by 
syph~hs, who become not only a charge upon the pubhc, but 
also a detriment to the human race 

I am gomg to quote from one of the many typical letters 
I am constantly recavmg from all parts of the country, m 
order that my readers may get some ~dea  of condkons as 
they exlst among us 

A Poignant Plea for B~rth Control 
"I was left without a father when a g r l  of four- 

teen years old. I was the oldest ch~ld of five My 
mother had no means of support except her two hands, 
so we worked at anything we could, my job be- 
Ing nurse girl a t  home while mother worked most of 
the time, as she could earn more money than I could, 
for she could do harder work 

"I wasn't very strong and finally after two years my 
mother got so t~red and worn out trymg to make a liv- 
ing for so many, she married agaln, and as she mar- 
ried a poor man, we children were not much better 
off At the age of seventeen I marned a man, a 
brakeman on the - Railroad, who was eleven 
years older than I He drank some and was a very 
frad look~ng man, but I was very ignorant of the 
world and did not think of anything but making a 
home for myself and husband After eleven months 
I had a little girl born to me I did not want more 
children, but my mother-in-law told me ~t was 
a terrible sin to do anything to keep from 
having children and that the Lord only sent lust 
thing, and if I heard anything I was told it was in- 
junous, so I d d  not try 

"In eleven months again, Oct 25, I had another M e  
puny g r l  In twenty-three months, Sept 25, I had a 
seven-lb boy In ten months, July 15, I had a seven- 
months baby that lived five hours In eleven months, 
June 20, I had another l~ttle g ~ r l  In seventeen months, 
Nov 30, another boy In nine months a four months' 
miscamage In  twelve month another g~r l ,  and in 
three and a half years another g r l  

"All of these children were born into poverty, the 
father's health was always poor, and when the third 
grrl was born he was dscharged from the road be- 
cause of his disability, yet he was still able to put child- 
ren into the world When the oldest child was twelve 
years old the father died of concussion of the brain 
while the youngest child was born two months after his 
death 

"Now, Mrs Sanger, I did not want those children, 
because even m my ignorance I had sense enough to 
know that I had no nght to brmg those ch~ldren mto 
such a world where they could not have decent care, 
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for I was not able to do ~t myself nor h ~ r e  ~t done I 
prayed and I prayed that they would h e  when they 
were born Praymg d ~ d  no good and today I have read 
and stuhed enough to know that I am the mother of 
seven ltvmg chddren and that I comm~tted a crune by 
brtngtng them Into the world, thew father was sypht- 
lltlc (I dld not know about such thlngs when I was a 
grrl) One son 1s to be sent to Mexlco, whlle one of 
my glrls 1s a v~ctun of the wh~te slave traff~c 

"I ralsed my famlly ~n a l~ttle college town ln - 
and am well known there, for I made my hvmg wash- 
mng and worklng for the college people wh~le I ralsed 
my l~ttle brood I often wondered why those educated 
well-to-do people never had so many chddren I have 
one marr~ed daughter who 1s tubercular, and she also 
has two l~ttle grls, only a year apart I feel so bad 
about ~ t ,  and wrlte to ask you to send me lnformai~on 
for her Don't stop your good work, don't thtnk ~t's 
not appreciated, for there are hundreds of women lake 
myself who are not afrald to r~sk  the~r  hves to help 
you to get t h ~ s  lnformat~on to poor women who need 
It " 

HIS IS but one tllustratlon of what women endure T through the ravages of syph~l~s  The waste from 
tuberculosis 1s no less terr~ble 

Here IS another letter whlch speaks for ~tself 

"Klndly pardon me for wrltlng t h ~ s  to you, not know- 
mg what trouble this may cause you But I've heard 
of vou throurrh a frlend and real~ze you are a frlend of 

to the vlchms, bur we can prevent our younger generation 
from commlttmng the same crimes If you wdl compare the 
letter whlch follows wrth the early h~story of the first one 
quoted above, you wdl see a young hfe startrng out which, 
d left m Ignorance, wlll have the same disastrous exper- 
ience 

"Mme IS a p ~ t ~ f u l  case Havmg been mamed over 
a year and havmg lost our baby (whlch was premature) 
I am now gomg to have another I am In wretched 
health I have been 1n bed for months smce I marned 
The doctors all say that motherhood 1s not for me, but 
only shake then heads when I ask them for advlce as 
how to keep from havmg ch~ldren so fast, at least until 
my health unproves I hve In dread that t h ~ s  one w ~ n  be 
born dead, too, for my health 1s as bad as before The 
doctors are contmually treatmg me, but I never seem 
to Improve 

"My husband and I are also deeply In debt-as you 
know, doctors and nurses can eat up money-and 
as matters stand we wlll never be free from debt agam 
unless somethtng IS done I want you to know that I 
am not selfish, for I love ch~ldren But at twenty-one 
years I have developed Into a worn out, faded s~ckly 
woman, and I know that my husband 1s In tune bound 
to grow weary of the heavy yoke that 1s put on hls 
shoulders W e  are domg all that we can to brlng t h ~ s  
httle baby Into the world as healthy as my frad body 
wdl perm~t, but after that (should I h e )  I would llke 
to refram from hav~ng chddren untd I get stronger " - 

humanlty If people would see w~th  your hght, the OULD THERE be a more worthy case of the r ~ y t  of 
world would be I married the when C an md~vrdual to demand, yes, detnond of science, 
I was &teen years old, a drl*W man I became of the medical profession and of the State, the benefit of 

five children In Igo8 husband the knowledge soclety has accumulated on thls subject? 
cOnsumPtlOn I lost my 'Idest children These three cases represent, 1n a small degree, lwing con- 
the same disease, one at 16 and the at 23 The dlt~ons as they are What a waste of human l ~ f e  our ig- 
Youngest of them all, a sweet g r l  of nineteen, now lies norance and shpl&ty IS costing us l What an amourt of 
at - sanatorium expecttug to leave us at time useless suffermg wdl be avo~ded when women have birth 
The other s~ster and brother look very poorly control knowledge I 

"I have always worked very hard, because I had to 
In 1913 I marrled agaln, a good man t h ~ s  tlme, but a 
laborlng man, and our constant fear and trouble 1s what 
may happen lf we brmg chlldren Into the world I'm 
forty-SIX years old t h ~ s  month and not very well any 
more, e~ther So a Godsend w~ll  be some one who can 
tell me how to care for myself, so I can be free from 
suffermg and also not brlng mortals to earth to suffer 
and d ~ e  " 

Does the State ever ask ~tself ~f ~t 1s economy to support 
and educate human bemgs up to the ages spec~fied above, 
only to lose them In the end, knowlng ~n advance that they 
should never have been born? 

We are dealmg w~th  pecul~ar facts today, so far as the 
health of the race 1s concerned In the early h~story of the 
race, so-called "natural law" re~gned und~sturbed Under ~ t s  
p ~ t ~ l e s s  and unsympathet~c lros rule, only the strongest, 
most courageous could h e  and become progemtors of the 
race The weak d ~ e d  early, or were k~lled Today, how- 
ever, c~v~lnatlon has brought sympathy, plty, tenderness and 
other lofty and worthy senttments, wh~ch mterfere w ~ t h  the 
law of natural selection We are now m a state where our 
chanties, our compensation acts, our penstons, hosp~tals and 
even our dramage and sanitary equipment all tend to keep 
altve the s~ckly and weak, who are allowed to propagate and 
In turn produce a race of degenerates 

The cases gven are only two of thousands of good women What we need to do, 1s to comblne Reason w ~ t h  thts 
whose lwes have been spent uselessly bearlng burdens that h~gher sense of sympathy, and to encourage the b~rth  of 
no clv~llzed soc~ety should put upon them These thmgs those only whose mher~tance 1s health, and only so many 
are past and we cannot undo the harm that has been done as can be brwght up m cleanltness and happrness 
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THE BIRTH RATE OF FRANCE 
By Leonzne Napzere 

REAT EFFORTS are bemg made by the French 
. Government, lrke that of other countries, to 

stimulate a hlgh b ~ r t h  rate as a means of replac- 
mg the man-power lost In the war An actlve propagan- 
da, appealing to women on sent~mental grounds not to 
"allow the race to dte out," has been conducted In the 
newspapers Leg~slat~on has been prepared w ~ t h  a view 
to awardlng prlzes to the parents of large famll~es, and 
penalmng the unmarr~ed and the ch~ldless The d~sse- 
mlnatlon of blrth control knowledge, of course, has been 
more or less d~scouraged and restr~cted 

But the mothers of France have decllned to be cajoled 
The b ~ r t h  rate has been fallmg steaddy slnce the war 
There are two reasons for this The first IS that the 
l ~ m ~ t a t ~ o n  of offsprtng-a deeply rooted rac~al pollcy- 
has been accelerated by the prolonged absence and death 
of so many m1lllons of potentla1 fathers The second 1s 
to be found In the Frenchwoman's clearly reasoned un- 
w~lllngness to brlng ch~ldren mto the world a t  a tlme of 
economlc msecurlty 

The women of other natlons can be persuaded Into 
weak sentlmental~ty Put the stamp of spurlous moral~ty 
or reltgron upon some plot to enslave them, and they w ~ l l  
too often accept ~t w~thout a murmur But the Goddess 
Reason rules In France Extremely pa t r~o t~c  wlves and 
mothers of men In the trenches have told me that, untd 
peace 1s restored, the Government mlght as well spare 
~tself the trouble of ag~tatlng for larger fam~l~es  Others 
have gone farther and asked "Is ~t falr to requlre us to 
bear chlldren untd some assurance IS gwen us that they 
wtll not be slaughtered 20 years hence In some new, and 
perhaps more terrlble war?" 

I do not, of course, clalm that every section of France 
IS equally enl~ghtened Certam Departments, espec~ally 
m Br~ttany, are st111 dommated by the Church, and 
wherever eccleslast~c~sm relgns, b ~ r t h  control IS ana- 
thema 

H E  NOVELIST, Ren6 Bazln, a member of the Aca- T d6rn1e Franca~se, who smce the war has been 
preachmg the necessity of repopulatmg France, rather 
nalvely proves the case for-rather than agamst-b~rth 
control, m a recent artlcle In the Echo de Pans He 
begms by presentmg two tables, as follows 

In a v~llage near Pans, In the Department of Seme-et- 
O~se,  a house to house-canvas revealed that the lamp- 
l~ghter had one c h ~ l d ,  the doctor, two, two men of mde- 
pendent means, wlthout occupatlons, one each, the man- 
ager of a garage, two, butcher, none, wme merchant, 
none, another wlne merchant, two, mllkman, one, baker, 
two, shopkeeper, SIX, farrler, elght , harnessmaker, two, 
postman, one, barber, two, grocer, one, teacher, one, 
del~catessen man, none, stoveman,none , keeper of tobac- 
co store, one Thus, 36 parents had 34 chddren between 
them 

In the l~t t le  par~sh of Torce, Br~ttany (630 tnhabl- 
tants,) on the other hand, he found 

7 farmlies w ~ t h  6 chlldren, total 42 
2 " 

' ., '6 " 14 
5 " 

" 8 '6 " 40 
1 " 4 '  g i c  " 9 
6 " 

' 4  10 " " 60 
3 " 4 '  12 ' 4  " 36 
1 " 

" 13 i' " 13 
Thus, In Torce, 50 parents had a total of 214 chlldren 

There were also several f a m ~ l ~ e s  m the netghborhood 
w ~ t h  five, four and three children each 

M Bazln thinks that the pract~cal absence of rel~glous 
dogmat~sm In the vlcmty of Pars ,  as compared wlth the 
plety of Br~ttany, has a good deal to do with the d~ffer- 
ence ln the b r t h  rates He IS, of course, correct In t h ~ s  
assumpt~on But does he not real~ze that the standards 
of l~vlng must be mfinltely h~gher  In a community where 
36 parents have 34 chlldren than In one where 50 parents 
have 214 ch~ldren? The modern mmd must deplore the 
clerlcal mfluence wh~ch keeps Torce In the bondage of 
overpopulation, and admlre the emanc~pated splrtt of the 
vlllage In Seme-et-01se which M Bazm holds up as a 
"horr~ble example " 

N AN ATTEMPT to bolster up h ~ s  case, M Bazm I prlnts some mnterestmng letters The follow~ng was 
recelved by the Academlc~an from the w ~ f e  of a ratlroad 
employee In Parls 

"Let me descrlbe my s~tuatlon, tt IS slm~lar to that of 
thousands of others Two years ago, I married a man 
who earns exactly 148 francs (about $29) a month I love 
chlldren and I have one son, but my health IS poor Untll 
the blrth of the ch~ld we made ends meet fa~rly well I 
helped out by worklng as a dressmaker But now tt 1s 
almost ~mposs~ble to keep out of debt, In splte of the fact 
that my husband does outslde work on Sundays and 
holldays In order to augment our income I am trymg 
to brlng up my son decently, but I do not want-cannot 
afford-any more chlldren " 

The solutton offered by M Bazm for cases of t h ~ s  
character IS government a ~ d ,  tn the form of pensions or 
otherwse But the women of France are too ~ndlv~d-  
ual~stlc to desire chanty, no matter by what name it IS 

called They prefer to control then own destlny by 
means of the voluntary llmltat~on of offsprmg, and offl- 
c ~ a l  adv~ce to the contrary w ~ l l  make very llttle lmpres- 
slon upon them 

A NEW PAMPHLET 
TO BE HAD PROM THB BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 

The Objects of Marriage 
By HAVELOCK ELLIS 

as casts -a 
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BIRTH CONTROL IN OREGON 
By Meta M Dekker 

F OLLOWING two very successful meetmgs for 
Margaret Sanger held a t  the Heilig and Baker 
Theatre In Portland, Ore,  last year, numerous 

requests for b~r th  control informahon came by telephone 
and letter from women who were unable to attend the meet- 
mgs As Mrs Sanger's tlme ~n the c ~ t y  was limited, I 
volunteered to call on as many of the needy cases as I could 
conven~ently reach, and so do a l~ttle propaganda work 

In two month's t ~ m e  I vistted 183 women lwmg in all sec- 
tlons of Portland T h ~ s  does not include those who vis~ted 
me, called me on the phone or wrote me Dozens and dozens 
of women sought me for some word promlsmg them rel~ef 
from mtolerable burdens Everywhere I found women In 
need of help Most of those I visited had five, SIX and 
sometlmes as h ~ g h  as nme ch~ldren Very few women with 
only two or three children asked for a ~ d  Most of the 
people seekmg mformat~on were of the class of wage earn- 
ers whose wages have not increased In proportion to the 
rlsing cost of the necessltles of hfe This class, through 
varlous avenues of learnmg are begrnning to see that large 
famhes are a hand~cap And they may be s a ~ d  to have be- 
gun to help themselves when they demand information on 
a subject of such vrtal ~mportance to every human bemg as 
b~r th  control 

When mterviewlng the women m the~r  homes, it was very 
easy for me to have a good talk w ~ t h  them Most women 
felt that I had proved a personal interest in them by callmg 
They d ~ d  not fad to show deep apprec~at~on Women told 
me how they suffered through pregnancy and ch~ldbirth, 
they were perfectly will~ng to do so for two or three chdd- 
ren, but objected to having a half dozen or more Others 
told of how the famlly physman had warned after the first 
ch~ld that gwng birth to any more would mean loss of the 
mother's l ~ f e  The physic~an, however, ~nvar~ably, faded to 
grve any medical advice In the matter Naturally, these 
women hailed a movement that would relieve them of then- 
hourly mental worrles For my part, it was borne m upon 
me what a terrible mental strain it must be to l~ve constantly 
m fear of pregnancy, when one knows ~t wdl mean certam 
death 

A large class of women seek mformat~on on birth con- 
trol str~ctly to preserve the r  health Hundreds of women 
are resorting to abortive methods monthly The abort~ons 
are self-mfl~cted for the most part, and a large percentage 
end in 111-health due to some dangerous practlce The suf- 
ferers feel that when they have the knowledge of b~r th  con- 
trol, they will be spared t h ~ s  physlcal tragedy Some of them 
take no chances at home, but go to profess~onal a b o ~ o n ~ s t s  
I t  means an outlay of considerable money to have this work 
done Such women hope to be reheved of t h ~ s  financ~al 
strain and worry, too, for it rs a ternble worry when the cost 
of an abort~on has to be taken from the monthly Income It  

IS a m~staken ~dea  that only the well-to-do go to abortlorusts 
Some of the poorer women become desperate and seek 
some one who will reheve them Of course these abor- 
tlon~sts are not always careful, and many tunes the patlent 
IS left in a weak and nervous state 

NOTHER class of women seeking contraceptive In- A formahon are those who are obl~ged to go mto fac- 
tones and workshops to keep the family together In most 
of these cases, the father does not earn enough to support 
the farn~ly, so the w ~ f e  and mother takes a job m a cannery 
or some sweatshop to add a l~ttle more money to the house 
hold purse The women feel they cannot stand the added 
burdens imposed on them In entering the mdustrial l ~ f e  and 
bring as well more ch~ldren Into the world to suffer the 
hardsh~ps and prlvatlons they now endure 

As a result of my observations, I find that it would be a 
splendid thmg to have a clmc where well-trained attend- 
ants could gwe women, who have not had the advantage of 
an educat~on, the necessary informat~on Bes~des, there are 
the women who are naturally rather dull These by all 
means should be helped to limit them famihes We need a 
generation of healthy, vigorous mtelligent human beings 
Therefore, the mfer~or strams and stocks should be en- 
couraged to have as few ch~ldren as possible, so that the 
average level of racial vlgor and mtell~gence may be ra~sed 
T h ~ s  IS In accord w ~ t h  the soundest eugenlc sclence If we 
withhold btrth control informat~on from the worst strams 
In our population by makmg ~t crimmal to disseminate 
this knowledge, and let them do most of the breeding, we 
shall only be infl~ctmg an ~rreparable tnjury on the race, 
for the more mtelligen, energetx and far-sighted w ~ l l  get 
th informat~on anyway, in spite of all laws 

In one word, my experience m Portland has led me to be- 
lieve that the great argument for b~r th  control IS, that con- 
traceptive mformat~on should be especially available to the 
poorer classes, to prevent dire md~gence and improve the 
average of rac~al vigor and mtell~gence 

N THE LAST issue of the Rev~ew, we pnnted m full I the splend~dly l~bertanan opinlon handed down by 
J d g e  Nathan J Bijur in grantmg an ~njunction restrain- 
mg the New York Commissioner of Licenses from pre- 
ventmg the exhib~tion of the B S Moss photoplay, 
"Birth Control " Friends of the movement felt justified 
1x1 thinking that a v~ctory had been won But the vmd~c- 
twe opponents of reform were not t o  be balked The  
case was taken before a more conservative court, wh~ch  
reversed the finding of Judge Bijur T h ~ s  does not mean 
that the p~cture has been defin~tely closed to the publ~c 
A final appeal has been made to the Supreme Court, and 
~t IS hoped that thts hlghly educational film will be ex- 
hib~ted before long 
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WOMANHOOD TRIUMPHANT! 
By Gertrude Boyle 

S AD CRINGERS to brute-force, 
Battered receptacles of passion's dregs- 
Drunk in dark chambers of ignorance and lust- 

Bearers of a race of slaves ! 
When will your dull minds awake 
To the glad nght of choice 
When wll  your dead souls qutcken 
To the beauty, the creattve power of love? 

Woman 1 Woman 1 
Why hesitate to grasp your own? 
Why halt before that that comprehends not you 
False codes and creeds nought to you, 
That your proud heel could crush beneath 
Wlth firm step towards the goal 
Of glonous Womanhood, 
Of free and welcome Motherhood! 
Why cramp, why dwarf your bemg, 
Depnve self of very own- 

Dearer than all the world to you 
Complete, full-blown Womanhood! 
Man cannot lead you to your goal, 
But will walk proudly abreast, 
When once you pace your step 
To the triumphant music, 
The Innate freedom of your soul 1 

WOMAN, REBELLIOUS! 
(CM*inrr.d from Pa,. 9) 

Here she finds the world most obstinately arrayed 
against her 

For the source of life has always been veiled in ig 
norance and mystery The impulses and instincts of the 
body have been ignored or shrouded in excessive reserve 
But the woman rebel has discovered she has a body and 
refuses to ignore it T o  her the attitude of the world 
to sex problems, with ~ t s  public consciousness that it is 
male and female and not just human, is as ndlculous as 
that character in one of Molibre's plays, who hscovers 
with much astonishment that for forty years he has been 
talking prose We are not especially proud of owning 
a h e r  or a stomach, nor are we excessively ashamed of 
it, so why should one of the greatest pnmary intincts of 
humanity be slngled out for shame? I t  exaggerates the 
brutish element in man entirely beyond its rightful im- 
portance, it is an exploitation of the highest elemental 
instmct that is unwholesome and morbid 

And so, wlth wide-opened eyes that refuse to be blind- 
ed any longer, the woman rebel faces us today fearlessly 
and insistently She fights for the mutual responsibilities 
of the sexes, recognition of their reciprocal attraction, of 
a fine, clean understanding of the love and passion that 
weave them together, not alone for economic and polltt- 
cal enfranchisement, but for the enfranchisement of her 
own body, with full control of its functions and possibili- 
ties And chief among these demands is the nght  to 
bear as many children as she wishes, whenever bhe de- 
sires to bear them 

These are days of flux and resurge New social en- 
thusiasms demand crusaders and combatants W e  see 
the tragic shock of race-loyalties flung agalnst the in- 
vading tide of internattonalism, we see ancient reliaous 
altars robbed of their sanctities by the endunng light of 
science, we feel the impact of life in its fulness-~ts stm 
and emotion and sttmulus They are great human 
themes, glowlng wlth contemporary Interest They arc 
but the key to our age and its struggles, they explain the 
generation to us 

But the woman rebel is the future woman Nothing 
that is human 1s alien to her She brings fresh impulse 
toward spiritual renewal and regeneration, and she wdl 
be, not the passive, unwilling mother of the future, bur: 
the eager, all-knowing, free and happy channel of thc 
coming chtldren of the sun, children of a natural selec- 
tion wortung through human intelligence and love 
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M UCH O F  THIS world's vlce, crme and poverty 
1s easdy tracable to the v~olat~on of a sunple 
rule "No marrlage before the age of matur~ty, 

or unt~l financ~ally qual~fied, and never too many ch~ldren," 
should be the watchword of the ~ntelllgent 

The vlolat~on of t h ~ s  rule has made paupers of people, 
lrrespectlve of them nat~onal~ty or race The proof of thls 
IS found In the fact, that there are between three and four 
mrll~on paupers tn Great Brrtam and a large army of the 
unemployed and unemployables In every large c ~ t y  In the 
Un~ted States today 

No power on earth can save people from poverty, so long 
as they disregard the above rule No stronger proof of 
t h ~ s  1s necessary than the fact, that over a century's earnest 
effort to help the poor, on the part of charltable orgamza- 
trons, governments and ~nd~v~duals,  has not decreased 
poverty tn the least 

Even educatlon 1s meffectual w~th those who d~sregard 
t h ~ s  rule The fa~lure to observe ~t has rendered 70 per 
cent or 80 per cent of the people In Chlna too poor to attend 
school Even ~f educatlon were made compulsory and tul- 
tlon free, they could not concentrate thew mmds on then 
books wh~le  they are hungry and cold Llvmg from hand 
to mouth, the Chlnese workers can no more thrnk about 
mental culture than a drownmg man can l~sten to muslc 
Thew rmmed~ate need 1s bread and garments above every- 
thmg else It 1s the burden of too many chddren that 
creates t h ~ s  need 

The financ~al burden of a large famlly crowds out edu- 
cation, med~cal attent~on, rnsurance protectton and weekly 
savlngs agalnst emergencies The necess~ty to economize 

expenses and earn every cent they can, has led to overwork, 
underfeedmg, unwholesome food, lnsuff~c~ent clothmg, and 
overcrowded rooms, all of whtch consplre to multrply them 
a~lments, reduc~ng them strength and Income and In- 
creasing the~r  expenses The financ~al burden keeps them 
1x1 a vlle env~ronment, wh~ch brmgs them Into close dally 
proxlmlty wlth every form of vlce, cnme and temptahon 
Nearly everythmg they hear, see or touch 1s a polson to 
then health or morals 

E ARE TOLD that God never send mouths but that W He send food It IS comforting to sh~f t  man's 
respons~bilrty to Providence, but unfortunately mouths too 
often come to one door whde food goes to another If ~t 
were the Dwne Wlll that man should mult~ply rap~dly, 
natural d~sasters would not occur on an average of once 
every four years, as has been the case for the last 2,000 
years Modem wars, perhaps, would not have been per- 
m~tted to wlpe out by slaughter and famme one half of 
Poland's 34.000.000 mhab~tants. bes~des m~lllons of the , , 

best and strongest men of all the belhgerents 

Overloadmg a boat w ~ t h  passengers does not endanger 
the hfe of any one but those In that boat Overloadmg a 
fam~ly w~th  ch~ldren causes poverty, wh~ch eves  rlse to 
vtce, cnme, and dlsease, affectmg many people besrdes the 
overloaded fam~ly It  1s t h ~ s  excesswe load that has ra~sed 
the death rate of young mothers and mfants of the people 
to three tunes that among nch fam~l~es  It  1s respons~ble 
for 97 per cent of the cases of ch~ld labor Everybody 
reallzes the need of a law agamst the overloadmg of pas- 
senger boats, and yet there 1s just as much need for a law 
agamst people brmgmg up more ch~ldren than they can 
support and educate When that law 1s enacted, and In- 
forced t h ~ s  world wtll become a llttle heaven 

The brmg~ng up of children mvolves the expend~ture of 
energy, whxh 1s l~mtted In man The larger the famdy, the 
less energy the parents can spare for the care and t r a ~ n ~ n g  
of each chlld Hence the larger the famlly, the poorer the 
mental, moral and physlcal qualities of the ch~ldren I t  1s 
true, some large famhes have produced some great men, 
but those great men m~ght have been greater and better, ~f 
thelr parents could have spared more tune and energy for 
the~r  care and early tramng As speed cannot be acqu~red 
except at the expense of force, quantlty cannot be obtamed 
w~thout the sacr~fice of quallty 

The average age for marrlage In all leadmg countries of 
the world, mclud~ng Japan, 1s between 26 and 29 years I t  
has been proven by careful tests and ~ncontest~ble statls- 
tlcs that a more mature age for marrtage (or, a t  least, 
parenthood) eves  the offsprmg the advantages of better 
memory, longer hfe, greater mental power, greater he~ght 
and we~ght, greater power of phys~cal endurance and 
greater resistance to dlsease Endowed wlth these ad- 
vantages, no man need starve When these quahtles are 
lmparred by ~mmature parentage, the ~njury cannot be made 
up by any amount of phys~cal culture and school tramng 

The most d~st~ngu~shed of the men UI the Amencan Hall 
of Fame, at the tune of thew b~rths, had fathers well over 
forty vears of age and none of them had a father younger 
than 25$ years old or a mother under 22 In fact, no man 
ever became the father of an except~onally great man be- 
fore the age of 30 A $zoo prlze for refutmg a statement 
to that effect, has never yet been awarded, so far as I know 

THE SILLY TABOO 
To pretend that dtscuss~on of b ~ r t h  control rs indecent 

1s merely to 'beg the questlon under a statute whmh hap- 
pened to be available for mlsuse ~n that way Our Eng- 
hsh vocabulary IS flex~ble enough for the d~scuss~on of 
any subject, prov~ded the purpose of the speakers 1s clean 
and not corrupt The taboo rs so s~lly that ~t must break 
down once ~t IS firmly and fatrly challenged-Brooklyn 
Duly Eagle 
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A N  ANSWER T O  
(In the October zssue of the Metropolztan Magazzne ap- 

peared an artwle by former Presulent Roosevelt, entztled 
"Bwth ControGFrom the Posatzve 8ule " It revealed a 
desrre to arrzve at the same results of race betterment 
which we advocate It swept asule, however, not only the 
pnnczple of voluntary motherhood, but the ezwttng racd 
and class condztwns whwh must be taken znto conslderatwn 
f l  the desared end zs to be attazned The followzng zs Mar- 
garet 8angerJs reply, whwh appears m the December num- 
ber of the MetropoUan -Ed ) 

T H E  TROUBLE with nearly all writers who op- 
pose birth control is that they consider only 
proximate instead of ult~mate effects They 

want large numbers of h ~ g h  quality citlzens Therefore, 
they contend, let the existing high quality citizens have 
more ch~ldren They assume that families now living in 
comfortable circumstances will be able to maintain their 
standards, no matter how many additional ch~ldren are 
born In  other words, they expect qualtty to take care 
of itself 

We advocates of birth control know that one cannot 
make quahty by misting on quantity One cannot make 
better people s~mply by having more people 

Mr Rwsevelt says that In order to make a man mto 
a better citizen, we must first have the man The right 
environment m w h ~ c h  to receive and develop the man 
1s of greater importance Soc~ety, as at present constl- 
tuted, does not provide the means of rearing unrestricted 
hordes of human bemgs into intelllgent c~tizenship 
Therefore, birth control has become necessary as a check 
upon the blind working of Ignorance and poverty 

When considermg the problems of the class known as 
the "submerged tenth," even the most conservatwe are 
wllling to a d m ~ t  its need of blrth control But it is an 
error to suppose that the proportion of familles sunk in 
destitution const~tutes only one-tenth of the populat~on 
Figures are available to prove that it is closer to three- 
tenths, or well over one quarter The census of 1910 
shows that 10 7 per cent of married women in the United 
States went to work outs~de their homes to help keep 
their famllles together There, without lookmg farther, 
is a submerged tenth among women alone There IS 

llttle doubt that the proportton of wage-earnmg mothers 
has greatly Increased since 1910, and ~t is equally beyond 
question that an enormous number of poverty-stricken 
women are prevented by them excessive family burdens 
from seekmg to earn money outslde the home 

HEY WHO BAN the open and legal dissemination T of birth control pract~oally say-Let the slums 
spawn ~f they must, the prime a1m 1s to goad the upper 
classes into greater fertility Both effects are deplorable 
There 1s no greater nat~onal waste than the spawnlng of 

MR. ROOSEVELT 
mortality rates, child labor and prost~tut~on As for in- 
creasing the fertil~ty of the upper classes, it is certain 
that the majority of such parents even now have as many 
children as any rat~onal eugenist could ask them to do, 
where he in possession of all the facts of each case- 
health, mcome, educat~onal needs and provision for the 
future, etc Admitting that they give birth to fewer 
children ,the fact is that they bring, relatively, to ma- 
t u r ~ t y  almost as many as the poor succeed in dolng The 
following figures prepared by the French authority, Dr  
J Bertillon, demonstrate thls pomt 

For the whole of France 86 6 per cent of the children 
of rlch parents reach twenty years of age, and only 48 6 
per cent of the children of poor parents The figures for 
Paris give a fert~lity rate of about 100 b~rths  per 1,000 
poor mothers ,and of about 50 per 1,000 rich mothers 
Combining these w ~ t h  the former figures, it appears that 
for each 1,000 rich mothers there would be 43 3 chddren 
surviving to twenty years annually, and for each 1,000 
poor mothers only 48 6 chddren In France, as else- 
where, the poor mother 1s handicapped in rearing her 
surviving offspring This results In a percentage of un- 
fitness, and the contribution of the high birth rate classes 
to the adult effective population is consequently no high- 
er proportionately than that of the low b ~ r t h  rate classes 

The world over, the intelllgent parents of three chlld- 
ren or less have been, and are, the upholders of nat~onal 
standards Thts is particularly true of America 

By regardmg the brmgmg of a ch~ld into the world as 
a great soctal respons~billty, the modem Amer~can wo- 
man shows a fine sense of morality Since the State does 
not compel marriage, but leaves it to mdlvidual choice, 
she does not see why motherhood, wh~ch  1s a much more 
serious problem, should be enforced 

HE AMERICAN woman of today 1s physically and T nervously unable to compete with her grand- 
mother in the matter of bearing unlimited offspring In 
Colonial t~mes, the environment was favorable and wo- 
men speclal~zed on reproduct~on w ~ t h  eminent success 
The prospective mothers of t h ~ s  generation are compelled 
to d~vide the~r  creat~ve energies between child bearing 
and social and economlc complexit~es I t  has been estl- 
mated that last year seven and a half million women were 
engaged In mdustry ~n the United States, the majority 
of them ln nerve-racking trades Ten hours a day at  a 
sewtng machine or a telephone switchboard are not con- 
ducive to e~ther a phys~cal or mental receptweness to 
maternity 

I t  1s a very common fallacy that the decadence of 
Greece and Rome was due to the artificial limitation of 
offsprmg I t  IS surprising to find a h~storian like Mr 
Roosevelt repeatmg the error Durmg the perlods he 
refers to, b ~ r t h  control was, indeed, practised, and as a 

the slums, &h ~ t s  resultant high maternal -and Infant result some of the greatest poets, th~nkers and gentuses, 



generally, of that, or any other age, were developed 
Birth control was one of the few serious moral forces a t  
work tend~ng to preserve the integmty of the State But, 
in Rome espec~ally, it was not quite effective enough to 
combat the soft luxury and vice wh~ch had come as an 
aftermath of an orgy of conquest 

The falling b ~ r t h  rate of college graduates, as demon- 
strated by the statisttcs gathered in Hanard  and Yale 
by John C Phillips, should not be considered alarming 
The best thing that the modem Amencan college does 
for young men or young women is to make of them 
highly sensittzed individuals, keenly aware of thew re- 
spons~b~lity to soclety They quickly percelve that they 
have other duties toward the State than procreation of 
the kind blindly practised by the immigrant from Europe 
They cannot be deluded into th~nlnng quantity superlor 
to qual~ty But they can be trusted not to suffer extmnc- 
tlon The operation of natural law w~l l  prevent the ratio 
of reproduction from remorselessly falhng to zero In  
this, as in all other population phenomena, a new level 
of fertility is being sought-that is all 

In  many other isolated groups, the same process can 
be observed today The edltor of The Journal of Here- 
dity has found that out of 1,512 famil~es of Methodm 
rnlnisters in Amenca, the average number of children is 
now only 3 12 The birth rate In the English Society of 
Friends has fallen from 20 per 1,000 In 1876 to less than 
5 per 1,000 In 1915 Or, to take an illustration from an 
entlre racial group, statistics show that the slze of Jewish 
families in Europe has been rapidly decreasing since 
1876 They contain now only two to four children, with 
a growing tendency to restrict the number to two, wh~ls t  
only twenty years ago they had four to SIX 

But it 1s well to emphas~ze that we advocates of birth 
control are not so much d~sturbed by the stationary b ~ r t h  
rate of the thinklng classes, as by the reckless propaga- 
tion of the ignorant We cons~der that the falling birth 
rate 1s a world-wide movement of c~vilizat~on 

R ROOSEVELT quotes approvingly the state- M ment of a French newspaper that the present war 
was really due to the Increasing birth late of Germany 
and the falling birth rate of France Har Germany had 
to face 60,000,000 Frenchmen, instead of 39,000,000, thls 
authority holds, the war would not have taken place In 
my oplnion, two over-populated nations would have 
fought even more readily and long before The war was 
due to the oper-population of Germany and Russia, not 
to France's stationary population But once put to the 
ordeal, the French soldiers, sturdy and highly indind- 
ualistic because they came from small families, proved at 
the Battle of the Marne and Verdun the efficacy of birth 
control, by defeating an enemy mechan~cally much more 
formidable than themselves 

On the other hand, the same Germany who had failed 
against France easily routed the hordes of Russian sol- 
&en, who owed their numbers to an unlimited system of 
reckless propagahon Germany's birth rate is falllng 
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In  1860 it was 37 9 per thousand inhabitants and in 1913 
only 29 1 I t  is common knowledge that the economists 
of Europe do not hope for umvenal peace until the b ~ r t h  
rate of Russia also begins to decline 

The Intelligent class, with ~ t s  acceptance of bmth con- 
trol, holds the same position in Amencan society that 
France does among the nations of the world 

I t  IS an error to suppose that woman avoids mother- 
hood because she is afra~d to die Rather does she fear 
to live She fears a llfe of poverty and drudgery, weighed 
down by the horror of unwanted pregnancy and tortured 
by the inability to rear decently the children she has al- 
ready brought into the world Margaret H Sang,== 

THE SPIRITUAL ASPECT OF BIRTH CONTROL 
(Contimed hon P a n  8) 

other hand, low-class mdmduals are forcmg them way 
through bodies of ignorant women into lwes of crime, 
disease, imprisonment or insamty I t  is wrong to give 
birth to such children 

How can the afflicted woman m poverty and darkness 
guard against this? That she should be on guard is beyond 
quesbon She should be instructed regarding the laws of 
birth control She should learn that she has absolute con- 
trol over her own body irrespectwe of adverse conctbons 
She must know that no child can come through her portals 
of life without her consent The laws of birth control pre- 
vent ~nvoluntary motherhood which, to the sens~tive, is al- 
ways tmmoral 

If guardmg the gateway of life aga~nst undesirable m- 
truders is a duty and a privilege of woman, how much 
greater is it her duty and pr~vilege to open the doorway 
to the chlld who will be a worthy and helpful member of 
soclety The prospectwe mother, realizing her sacred duty, 
will guard her every thought, word and deed pnor to re- 
celving the sacred seed atom which w~ll eventually develop 
into the body of her chlld Prayerfully she will strive to 
make her gift to humanlty a blessed one Willingly, joy- 
ously, and with protecting mother love, she will help the 
baby form to grow Thls is the way motherhood fulfils 
the highest ideals of moral~ty 

Untd all women are in a posltion to realize the above 
ideal, it is well, for the good of human~ty and themselves, 
that they learn to bar their gateways of life Human prog- 
ress is accelerated as man learns to control the forces of 
nature They thus become h ~ s  servants ~nstead of h ~ s  be- 
ing at thur mercy I t  is the same with bmth control The 
proper use of this knowledge will always bless and benefit 
I t  is always the abuse, not the proper use, of power that 
is immoral 

Three Boob by Margaret Sangem 

"THE CASE FOR BIRTH CONTROLn $215 podpad 

"WHAT EVERY GIRL SHOULD KNOW" 
a d  

"WHAT EVERY MOTHER SHOULD KNOWn 
Twerdy-five emb cmb + 
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ATTENTION ! 
I L L  T H E  secretanes of the various birth control W leagues throughout the country please send to 

this magazine a full report of the activities of each 
league during the past year The points which should 
be covered are the growth in membership, number of 
meetings held, approximate amount of literature dis- 
tributed, efforts if any made toward changmg legdation, 
what work has been done toward establishing clinics, 
whether league is supported by dues paying members or 
contributions, and plans for the future I t  would also 
be of interest to note what kind of membership the 
league has attracted, whether working class, profes- 
sional, or otherwise We hope to devote a special num- 
ber this wnter  to these reports I t  will contain detailed 
statements by the two New York leagues, as well as an 
account by Margaret Sanger of what she has accom- 
plished during the past year An issue of this character 
will serve to put on record the growth of the birth con- 
trol movement and should be valuable to each contnb- 
uting league for propaganda purposes W e  should also 
be glad to hear from groups or indwiduals who have 
been working for birth control, but who are not identi- 
fied with any league 

DEACON CLAVER 

Deacon Claver a t  fifty-SIX 
Was the happy father of seventeen, 
And he said, as he helped his third wife mix 
Candies and nuts for the Hallowe'en 

"The Lord gave command that we multiply 
And I a t  least have kept his command 
My name shall live after me when I die, 
And I shall have honor within the land " 

She knew it was true, but she said no word 
Her pale, pale cheek and her sad eyes wide 
Gave not a sign to show she had heard 
She guessed that she carried her death in her s ~ d e  

And she s a d  in her heart, without bitterness 
"I am the third to die of your lust 
And God's alarm lest men grow less 
But your's the praise-Does that seem quite just? 

"Big and husky you are, I know, 
But how many babes could you boast to your wife, 
If you were the one who had to go 
To the gates of Death to bring them life?" 

All truth $5 safe--and nothwg else ts safe -Max Mueller 

THE JOSTLING HORDES 
ESLEY FROST should know somethmg about war W He was United States Caud at Queenstown, I r e  

land, for several years, and his vivid official reports on the 
Lusitania and other U-boat disasters made newspaper 
readers the world over shudder with horror This man, 
from the depth of his expenence, offered the other day a 
solution to the age-old tragedy 

"Only limitahon of births will prevent future European 
wars," he told a Los Angeles writer 

"If people could be made to comprehend that it was the 
overcrowding of European nahons, except France, that 
caused this war, birth control would become a patnotic 
duty and an unwritten policy" 

Consul Frost went on to express the opinion that "Mar- 
garet Sanger was doing a necessary work in a wrong way 
Birth control must be an economic issue adopted as state 
policy, and not an individual issue adopted as a personal 
whm 

"Over-population develops the hatred habit for fellow- 
men In such hordes, people breathe each others' breath, 
they snatch each others' food and struggle for each others' 
places, the only poetry consists of the 'Song of Steal ' 
These con&tlons make peoples savage The blood tn thew 
civic veins gets too high-pressure and must burst, or be 
eased by the savagery of war " 

NINE PRUDENT PRESIDENTS 
I t  is the fashion with French statesmen nowadays to 

preach large families In this connection, it is interest- 
ing to note the fertility record of the nine men who have 
held the presidency of France under the Third Republic 

President Number bf Children 
ADOLPHE THIERS None 
MARECHAL MAC-MAHON I son 
JULES G R E W  I daughter 
SADI-CARNOT 2 sons and I daughter 
CASIMIR-PERIER I son and I daughter 
FELIX FAURE 2 daughters 
EMILE LOUBET 2 sons and I daughter 
ARMAND FALLIERES I son and I daughter 
RAYMOND POINCARE None 

Fourteen children for nine couples! Can statesmen keep 
a straight face as they thunder agamst race su~cide, when 
the couples who have occupied the pmidenhal palace have 
even so excellent an example of parental prudence? 

NOTE 
The last issue of this magazine appeared in June It 

was announced at that time that publication would be 
resumed with the October number Unforseen difficul- 
ties made it impossible to bring out an issue earl~er than 
the present, December, number 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

T H E  APPEAL In the case of Fanla M~ndell has 
been won MISS Mmdell was arrested In the 
Brownsv~lle b ~ r t h  control c l ~ n ~ c  for sellmg 

"What Every G ~ r l  Should Know," Margaret Sanger's 
book on sex hyg~ene By a 2 to 1 vote, the Court of Spe- 
c ~ a l  Sess~ons declared t h ~ s  book to be "mdecent," Judges 
Herman and O'Keefe votlng for conv~ct~on and Judge 
Fresch~ for acqu~ttal The forces of reactlon were 
bolstered up by Judge James C Cropsey, of the Supreme 
Court, who went out of h ~ s  way to declare that the ~nfor- 
mat~on In the hook was what "no g ~ r l  should know " Yet 
the reversal of judgment accorded by the Appellate DI- 
vlslon was by an unanimous vote T h ~ s  vlctory was of 
great Importance, because several other persons who had 
been arrested for sellmg "What Every G ~ r l  Should 
Know," and whose cases were b a n g  held In abeyance. 
had the charges agamst them dtsm~ssed as  soon as the 
final verd~ct was rendered In the M~ndell appeal The 
latter cost several hundred dollars In fees for records, 
coples of the mlnutes, prlntmg b~lls, etc But ~t goes 
w~thout saylng that under our present system of just~ce 
no compensatton has been awarded to those who financed 
the appeal T o  date, the Court has not even refunded 
the $50, wh~ch  Fanla Mmdell was, by ~ t s  own adm~ss~on, 
wrongly fined Once agaln lt has been proved that ~t 
takes money to obtam "just~ce," and that the workers 
cannot poss~bly afford to appeal cases 

E W  YORK has just enfranch~sed more than 3,000,- N 000 women The ardent, self-sacr~ficmng workers 
who devoted years of them lwes to br~ngmg t h ~ s  result 
about deserve the h~ghest prase and the grat~tude of 
them sex After t h e ~ r  long fight, they can now enjoy the 
f r u ~ t s  of vlctory But only too large a proportion of 
those they have set free pol~t~cally w ~ l l  be q u ~ t e  unable 
to take advantage of the vote that has been so dearly 
earned There are hund-eds of thousands of mother5 
who are so submerged beneath the burdens of chdd-bear- 
mg that they w ~ l l  not have the tlme even to cast t h e ~ r  
vote, much less to take an mtell~gent Interest In the prob- 
lems of soc~ety Surely the next step IS to set these wo- 
men free B ~ r t h  control IS the fundamental hberty 
wh~ch  they must have W e  appeal to the new women 
c ~ t ~ z e n s  of New York State to ass~st  us In waglng the 
battle whtch now takes pre-emmence-that for the re- 
peal of laws preventmg the d~ssemmat~on of b ~ r t h  control 
knowledge 

H E  WAR has taken the best energles of most radl- T cal and forward movements Persons who for- 
merly were w~lllng to work for the advancement of 
human~ty are now devotmg all thew strength to the world 
tragedy But there are stdl some of us who belleve bwth 
control to be a fundamental solut~on to the problems of 

poverty, prost~tut~on, chlld labor and even war ~tself The 
mtolerance of our publ~c censors prevents us from bemg 
very actwe on the platform or m the press, at least until 
peace IS restored But there IS one way In whtch we can 
use thls dark per~od of repression to serve the future of 
the movement W e  can do defin~te and constructwe 
work by gathermg data so convlnclng that the Leg~s- 
lature of New York State wdl he unable to Ignore the 
demand for the repeal of Sect~on 1142 Governor W h ~ t -  
man prom~sed last Sprlng to appomt a commlsslon to In- 
vest~gate the cond~t~ons bearmg upon b ~ r t h  control, but 
the war has delayed t h ~ s  off~c~al  actton for the present 
The thing for us who are st111 devoted to our cause to do, 
IS to hasten the appomtment of the commlsslon by pre- 
paring the mater~al on wh~ch  lt must work Were we, for 
~nstance, to collect the h ~ s t o r ~ e s  of 

5,000 women h n g  In prost~tnt~on, 
5,000 women torlmg In factones, 
5,000 chddren to~lmg In m~lls, 
5,000 Inmates of prlsons, 
5,000 derel~cts of poorhouses, 

and show what percentage of these people come from 
large fam~l~es ,  so searchrng a hght would be thrown on 
t h ~ s  new angle of soc~al betterment that the Governor's 
commlsslon would be st~mulated mto act~on and the be- 
n~ghted laws agalnst b r t h  control would be w~ped off 
the statute books The ed~tors of t h ~ s  magazme would 
be glad to hear from readers In all parts of the country 
w ~ l l ~ n g  to help e~ther  by contr~but~ng to an mvestlgat~on 
fund or by volunteermg t h e ~ r  tlme and servlces for re- 
search work 

H E  JUSTICES of the Supreme Court of New York T State rece~ve $11,500 a year On t h ~ s  p ~ t n b l e  sal- 
ary, ~t IS, of course, unreasonable to expect them to put 
In much time on w r ~ t m g  opmons wh~ch  would serve to 
explam them frequently obscure acts to the publ~c that 
pays them For mstance, when the Appellate D ~ v ~ s ~ o n ,  
F ~ r s t  Department, dec~ded to uphold the Comm~ss~oner 
of L~censes as aga~nst Judge B~jur ,  In connect~on w ~ t h  
the blrth control photoplay, they made absolutely no 
comment The scholarly document In wh~ch  Judge B ~ j u r  
demonstrated that the film was not ~mmoral was thrown 
out of court w ~ t h  the rubber-stamp comment, "Decwon 
reversed" Agaln, when "What Every G ~ r l  Should 
Know" won the r ~ g h t  to be cmculated, the Court merely 
0 K'd lt as bemg "decent," w~thout handmg down a 
wr~t ten opln on wh~ch would have served as a precedent 
In future appeals for the r ~ g h t  to prmt the truth S ~ m ~ l a r  
books w ~ l l  have to go through the same rrd~cnlous pro- 
cedure, and unwmd the same red tape wh~ch one strong, 
~ntell~gent optnlon would have cut for good and all 


